
June 2020
AIRSCREW

1

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Free Club Subscriptions for 
2020
In view of the present situation and there 
being no positive prospects of a return to 
normality any time soon, it has been decided 
that the club subscription for 2020 will be 
£0.00.

The club will cover this year’s ongoing web 
costs etc. from reserves.

Those members who have already paid their 
2020 subs will automatically be credited with 
their membership for 2021 !

 Andy Virgoe

Club Treasurer

A friend of mine spotted this smiley in the 
sky over Gloucester on the 25th May. 
The pilot has been identified as.
Rich Goodwin, who normally entertains 
crowds at airshows in his Union flag-
coloured biplane.
Here’s a Facebook video all about the 
event : 
https://www.facebook.com/pointswest/vide
os/252033412711881/?v=2520334127118
81

No Club fly-ins or flying events are 
planned at the moment due to the 
current flying restrictions. If things 
change in the near future we will 
review this decision. 

Green light for 600kg
After years of lobbying by the BMAA, the 
CAA has agreed to increase the microlight 
weight limit to 600kg – and they’ll be called 
microlights. Full details here:
pdf download

https://www.facebook.com/pointswest/videos/252033412711881/?v=252033412711881
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1920%20450-600kg%20Consultation%20Response.pdf
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Elevation Airsports - June Update

It’s been a little over a month since my last email and very little has changed with regards 
to flying instruction and check flights.

In the BMAA’s latest email update they made it clear they are putting significant pressure 
on the CAA and the DtF to get a positive and definitive answer for flying schools and 
training organisations – as of now I have had no further information on that. As I have said 
before, as soon as I know anything I will relay that information to you all. There is however 
some positive news as they are now allowing flights in tandem and separate cockpit 
environment aircraft that adhere to the social distancing measures. Being the optimist I 
hope this is a step forward in getting back to instruction on our type of aircraft soon.

 

I would have liked to have sent you all a more positive email, maybe that will come in the 
next few weeks but for now the status quo remains the same. As usual if you need to get 
in contact please do via the same channels.

 

I look forward to seeing you all when we get back to some level of new normality.

 

Tom Hay

Chief Flying Instructor

Elevation Airsports Ltd

tom@elevationairsports.com

07789431726
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Upcoming World Record Attempt by Fiona and Angus Macaskill
Club members Fiona and Angus Macaskill are planning and exciting event in July.
Here are the details from Fiona:-

Angus & I are currently planning to attempt a Guinness World Record for the 'Most airfields 
visited in 12 hours by fixed-wing aircraft'.

A twenty four hour world record has already been set in America, landing at 92 airfields, 
where they have numerous long, hard surface runways enabling fast landings & take offs. 
They also have runway lights so many of the landings were at night.

We are also aware of Steve Slade’s amazing achievement in 2008 when he flew into 114 
airfields. I’ve had a long chat about this with him – what an inspiration! He did point out that 
he did touch and goes at all the airfields. As Guinness World Records require full stop 
landings our attempt will be quite a bit slower than his!

In my ‘former life’ I gained 4 FAI speed world records in paragliding. I gave up paragliding 
in 2013 and learnt to fly a fixed wing powered aircraft. In the last six years we both gained 
separate FAI speed world records in fixed-wing aircraft and thought we might now have a 
go at a Guinness World Record. No one has ever set a 12 hour Guinness World Record so 
we have decided to  have a go at it and use it as a way of raising money for the Air 
Ambulance Service at the same time. I've contacted over 120 airfields and gained 
permission to land from 101 of them. Everyone, without exception, has agreed to waive the 
landing fee in exchange for us supporting the Air Ambulance Service.

 
We'll be taking off from Sywell at 0730 on either Tuesday  7th or 14th July (weather 
permitting). We have three alternate routes planned, depending on the weather and actual 
speed of the flights on the day.
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We'll start by flying east through Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Essex. Then, we'll fly north 
into Suffolk and Norfolk and back west through Cambridgeshire, Leicestershire and 
Staffordshire before returning east to Sywell before 1930. The total distance will be around 
740 nm.

Evidence of a full stop landing and a photo of each airfield has to be supplied to the Guinness 
World Record adjudicators, along with a GPS trace of each flight and a video of the entire 
day. We are very excited about this challenge and also hope to enter the Pooleys 'Dawn to 
Dusk' competition once we have written up the attempt.

 

It would be fantastic if pilots would like to donate to this very good cause. This can be done 
through our Just Giving website:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fiona-angusmacaskill

Fiona & Angus' 'Most airfields visited in 12 hours by fixed-wing aircraft’
Help Fiona & Angus Macaskill raise money to support The Air Ambulance Service
www.justgiving.com

 

Many thanks,

Fiona Macaskill

BPWA member



 

5

Fiona and Angus Macaskill in flight

Kim and Toby Willcox photographed by Steve Slade
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Garmin GPSIII Pilot repair – not for sausagey fingers or shaky hands. 

Well the early season maintenance delivered a slight blow in terms of the internal memory battery 
giving up on our trusty old Garmin GPSIII Pilot. The battery is used only for maintaining user waypoints 
and routes in memory as far as I can tell. I think it only drains this battery when the main connection or 
the main batteries are flat. So after many years of good service the following message indicated a 
problem.  

 

 

The manual says… 

 

A bit of looking online provided enough information to make me think I could possibly fix it myself as 
there is no longer any kind of factory support for the unit. Unfortunately as with many manufacturing 
runs the internal detail will change during the life cycle of the product. The online information revealed 
that a rechargeable Lithium ion battery has given up – these are obtainable but it’s a big commit to 
unsolder and replace this from the main circuit board. But I bought one online anyway. And this should 
have been what I saw when I opened it up! 



 

Well the picture didn’t fit. But there were 2 wires heading away from the board to a small CR2032 
tucked into a very limited crevice in around some internal antenna wires.  

 

So I checked with RS components electrical supplies to make sure I understood the component properly. 
The answer is this would be used a standard on laptops, car remote keys etc. and should have around a 
10 year life. But it is definitely not rechargeable. 

So feeling a bit more confident now that I could unsolder the wires and fit a new one without the risk of 
messing with the serious stuff on the circuit board, I ordered a couple – 0.91p each! That’s £2.19 for 2 
which includes shipping (I ordered 2 in case something went wrong). The RS components stock number 
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is 7450875 if you fancy a go – these have horizontal solder tabs which I can assure you is all you will 
manage to fit in a GPSIII crevice.  

So the complete sequence goes like this… 

 Undo the 6 x small Philips screws holding the 2 halves of the unit together.  
 Ease the 2 halves apart being very careful not to go too far and strain any wires. 
 Use a small screw driver to unclip the white display lead from the circuit board . 
 Open the unit up – you can now see the job in hand and the dead battery in its crevice 
 Gently ease the battery away from the sticky patch holding it in, now everything becomes 

much easier to work on. 

 

 Strip the heat shrink from the old battery and unsolder the red and black wires. 
 Re-solder the new battery to the wires – red live, black earth (kind of obvious). 
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 Cut some new heat shrink and carefully encase the battery and the exposed connections. 

 

 Carefully place the new battery into its crevice - Re-assemble the unit and test.   

All good. But don’t force the cases closed. I had a few issues to resolve by poking a very small 
screwdriver through the crack to ease the antenna wires away from the battery. I decided not to 
actually use a sticky pad to put the new battery into its crevice because it is such a tight fit it can’t 
possibly move. 

So don’t throw these devices away – when it’s not good enough for flying you can use it to good 
effect on your motorcycle. I have had many a trip into Europe and the unknown ignoring road signs 
and following the rolling map across mountains. North, South, East and West plus roads and rivers is 
all you need. You can find routes you would never have got close to with a modern driving 
instruction navigation unit. GPSIII - A great little unit which I hope will now live a bit longer.  
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Sandown 2020 :- by Brian “Bumble” Finch

Our nice shiny Eurofox has been languishing in the hangar since we purchased it last 
November, just a few ferry flights due to the soggy runway at Bidford, only to be trumped by 
the Covid 19 restrictions!

Then, May 15th came and hey! we're all free again! The only problem now is there is 
nowhere to go, with most airfields closed.

Slowly but surely things are coming back to life with Danny at Sandown keen to get things 
rolling again with a special social distancing take-away service. Time for the first SVMC Fly-
out.

Invitations were sent out on the various SVMC avenues of communication and 3 members 
made the trip to Sandown, Nick Heywood in his Eurofox, Andy Virgoe in his shiny new Vixen 
and yours truly and co-pilot Angela in the EuroFox.

As we are all based at various locations, it was decided on an arrival time rather than a 
departure time. 12:30 seemed to be a good shout as Danny was offering BBQ Rotisserie 
Chicken served at 1:00pm

The main restriction at Sandown is that we are not allowed to leave the airfield. This is 
understandable as on Bank Holiday Monday they had 160 arrivals, the busiest non-event day 
in the history of the airfield. This would mean a potential 320 strangers roaming the island, 
not a good idea.

It is not surprising we all chose various routes, I always prefer straight over Brize as the 
shortest, keeping high to stay out of the thermals. Andy chose a wide approach around 
Bournemouth and Nick the more direct New Forest route.
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We arrived over the Island and did a Photo sortie around the Needles arriving 
at the same time as Andy, Nick had landed about 10mins before. I heard Andy 
call downwind for 05 and being nicely lined up for a crosswind join, I would 
land just in front of Andy!

Well, clever dicks never win; I followed a Giro in who requested the AstroTurf 
for some reason and piddled about so much I had to go around!

The most important thing was we all arrived in plenty of time for the Chicken, 
and very nice it was too, well done Danny.

Having re-aligned our aircraft for the obligatory club Photo shoot, we re-
calculated our W&B ( they were big portions ) started our engines and began 
the complex taxi around the various traffic cones to the 05 runway threshold. 
Wind light and variable, full throttle and away!

I re-traced my route over Lee-on-Solent, with a listening squawk, up to 
Popham and over Brize at 2300 for some interesting photos, then back to 
Bidford Base in just over an hour!

A great day out, with great company. Just a pity we couldn't get a few more 
members along with us but with social distancing in aircraft it tends to be a solo 
flight unless you are lucky enough to have a family member to share the 
cockpit. 
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Special thanks to everyone for their articles. It’s a bumper edition this month!

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at:
email: jellylegs56@hotmail.com       Tel:- 01594 562545

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info
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