
This Month’s Club meeting will be held at 
the Flying Shack Diner, Staverton on

Wednesday 19th February 7.30 for 8.00pm

The speaker this month will be Chris Bigg 
with the subject – The Bristol Brabazon.

A fascinating story of the biggest aircraft 
ever built in the UK.

Volunteer Required
The AGM has come and gone and, with 22 people at 
the event, it was well attended so thanks to 
everybody who came along.  The minutes follow this 
short foreword so I will try not to repeat myself but 
there is one very important issue that needs to be 
highlighted.

After five successful years in post Brian (Bumble) 
Finch has stepped down as Summer Fly-In 
coordinator. Brian has done a brilliant job so 
everyone in the club owes him their thanks.  The 
club now urgently needs someone to 
take on this key role as our fly-ins will 
not happen if we don't have somebody 
to coordinate them.  Coordinate is the key 
word here.  Brian has a list of contacts which he will 
pass on and he has offered to provide assistance to 
whoever takes over.  He is quite happy to chat to 
anyone unofficially to (potentially) allay any worries 
or concerns.  Please give him a ring (07775 794426) 
to understand what is required from the role – it will 
not be as daunting as it may sound.  As I am sure that 
most people know, Brian is a pretty affable chap.  For 
many people the fly-ins are what the club is all 
about.  Let's keep them going.  Can you afford a bit of 
time to put something back into the club?

February 2020
AIRSCREW
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For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

https://svmc.info


 

  

MINUTES OF SVMC AGM – 15 JAN 20 

SVMC Agenda 2020 
1. Acceptance of 2019 minutes (attached) 

2. Chairman’s report (Steve Slade) 

3. Fly-in Report (Brian Finch) 

4. Fly-out report (Jon Ingram) 

5. Club accounts report - by the Treasurer (Andy Virgoe) 

6. Formal acceptance of 2019 accounts 

7. Approve membership fees for 2020 

8. The presentation of 2019 awards 

9. Election of Chairman and the 2020 Committee 

10. Any other business 

• Update on Pilotaware capability 
• Results of photographic competition 

The 2019 Committee  

· Chairman/Secretary        Steve Slade (present) 

· Treasurer & Membership Secretary Andy Virgoe (present) 

· Airscrew Editor                    Pete Smith (present) 

· Summer Fly-In Coordinator            Brian Finch (present)  

· Summer Fly-Out Coordinator   Jon Ingram (present)  

· Webmaster          Bill Austin (apologies)  

· Communications        Rees Keene (apologies) 

· New Member Rep and graphic design  Andy Bill (apologies) 

The meeting was attended by 22 club members which included five committee 
members.  The meeting started shortly after 8pm on Wednesday 15th January 2020. 
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3. Fly-In Report – Brian Finch 

Just a quick resume of the Fly-ins we managed this year. As always, the weather 
played its part again in reducing the number of events, but the quality was still there!!  
Unfortunate events at a couple of strips we normally use also affected the number of 
venues this year. Also, we tend to be victims of our own success, the BBQ fly -ins are 
regularly attended by over 50 folks which also limits the hosts available to provide 
the fare we look forward to. Unfortunately, this was my last year as the SVMC 
Summer Fly-in Co-Ordinator and wish my replacement, who has yet to volunteer, 
success in this very important Club role, could it be you? 

Note: Brian will make introductions and assist a volunteer as much as possible. 

 

Gloucester Airport 15th May 

We were hosted by Glenn and his team at the Flying Shack which was well attended 
by members flying and driving in.  

1. Acceptance of Previous Minutes 
 These minutes start off with an apology as the Chairman forgot to ask for formal 

acceptance of the 2019 minutes. They were published after the 2019 AGM and 
circulated prior to this AGM.  Please let the Chairman know if there are any 
issues. 

 
2. Chairman’s Report – Steve Slade 

 Constitution – The Committee  
 Membership – SVMC membership has increased by one and now stands at 85. 
 Eight Fly-in’s – see section 3 
 Three Fly-outs – see section 4 
 Six winter meetings – see below 
 Charity - £943.40 raised for the Air Ambulance, plus donations to MAF from the 

Croft Farm fly-in. 
 Safety – The club has agreed to fund the installation of an additional Pilotaware 

mast north of Bristol at a cost of just less than £200, which will be paid out of the 
2020 accounts 

 
Another successful year, despite less than perfect weather.  
 

Winter Meetings in 2019 
January AGM 
February  Neil MacDonald - Brize Norton ATC 
March  2018 Tour Around France – Ed Wells, Phil Hanman and Mark Peters 
October Charles Rolls and the early days of Aviation in the UK – Stephen Robson 
November Fairey Swordfish at War – Mike Aggleton 
December Christmas Meal at Over Barn 
 
A talk from MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) was suggested for a future meeting.  
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Croft Farm, Defford 22nd May 

One of our usual Picnic Venues hosted by Clive and Mike Porter with landing fees 
donated to Clive’s MAF charity. 

Ebrington Breakfast Fly-in 29 June 

This was launched last year with great success and repeated this year. Members 
were invited to fly in to William Stanley’s strip - Ebrington International near Chipping 
Camden to enjoy the delights of Pete Drinkwater’s all-day breakfast at Vegetable 
Matters just across the road from the strip. Five aircraft flew in and a total nine 
members attended and all donated to the Midlands Air Ambulance (the Red one 
based at Stensham) in lieu of a landing fee. 

Bowldown Farm 3rd July 

Once again the Club was invited to Greville Vernon’s excellent strip near Tetbury for 
a Picnic which was well attended and £70 collected for the Great Western Air 
Ambulance (Green one) 

Over Farm, 9th July 

Due to the weather forecast for the Wednesday, "Over Feast" was brought forward a 
day to the Tuesday but this didn't deter members from flying and driving in to one of 
the premium events in our Calendar. It’s no surprise that Monica and her helpers 
truly deserve the title of "Hostess with the Mostest" !!! 

Doynton, 16th July 

Picnic Fly-In 

Redlands  24th July 

We were aware that Redlands Airfield near Swindon was shortly to became yet 
another victim of housing development, so a hasty Fly-in was arranged about a week 
before it was due to close. Once again, Les and Anne did a fantastic job of providing 
food for the 30 odd flyers and an equal number of Redlands Flying Club members. 
Andy Virgoe made an excellent job of the BBQ. 

Broadmeadow, 21Aug 

A completely new venue for the SVMC Summer Evening Fly-ins just SW of Hereford, 
but a familiar destination for many of our members. Several of Broadmeadow Flyers 
are also members of the SVMC which led to this cross fertilization of Clubs! Spencer 
Harvey and Paddy O'Rourke hosted the event which was nearly cancelled due the 
windy conditions forecast. Well done everyone who made the effort in the difficult 
conditions. The event has had the effect of re-kindling Broadmeadow flyers desire to 
hold BBQ's so watch this space for next season! 
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4. Fly-Out Report – Jon Ingram 

Jon reported on three fly-outs: 

 Isle of Man TT 
Log Entries – Isle of Man 

Over Farm – Sleap  1.00 
Sleap – Ronaldsway  1.45 
 
Ronaldsway – Caernarfon 1.10 
Caernarfon – Over Farm 1.50 

Jon regaled us with the delights of flying over to the TT and an enjoyable time spent with 
other club members.  The video he showed of the bikes going through narrow streets was 
awesome. 

 

 
 Popham 

A number of club members made the trip to Popham for the annual trade fair. 

 
 Aeroclub Sanicole 

An epic trip over nine days by the sounds of it.  Four members had quite an 
adventure and put a few hours into their logbooks; Jon Ingram, Trevor Jackson, 
Steve Allen and Mark Peters. 
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Log Entries 
Over Farm – Popham   1.15 Day 1 
Popham – Pent Farm   1.45 
Pent Farm – Calais    0.55 
Calais – Berck Sur Mere   1.00 
Berck Sur Mere – Amiens-Glisy  0.55 Day 2 
Amiens-Glisy – St Quintin Rosy  0.45 
St Quintin Rosy – Soissons   0.40 
Soissons – Sezanne    0.45 Day 3 
Sezanne – Semur Au Auxois  1:15  
Semur Au Auxois – Paray Le Monial 1.00  
Paray Le Monial – Beaulieu Sur Loire 1.40 Day 4 
Beaulieu Sur Loire – Paray Le Monial 1.30 
Paray Le Monial – Bourg Ceyzariat 0.55 Day 5 
Bourg Ceyzariat – Chamagnole  0.50 
Champagnole – Pontarlier   0.35 
Pontarlier – Besancon Thise  0.35 
Besancon Thise - St Dien Remomeix 1.30 Day 6 
St Dien Remomeix – Serreguemines 1.50 
Serreguemines – Verdun   1.10 
Verdun – Charlesville   1.20 Day 7 
Charlesville – Valenciennes  1.15 
Valenciennes – Leopoldsburg  1.50 Day 8 
Leopoldsburg – Calais   2.05 Day 9 
Calais – Pent Farm    0.45 
Pent Farm – Over Farm   2.20 

 

Suggestions for 2020 fly-ins were as follows: 

 Rotax fly-in (Austria) in August 
 Bergerac (France) 
 Quiberon/La Rochelle 
 NE England 
 Scotland 

There was a proposal to have a number of itineraries prepared of between two and four days 
duration, and then to select one as and when the weather looked good. Jon agreed to 
coordinate with input from Paddy O’Rourke. 

7



 

 

SEVERN VALLEY MICROLIGHT CLUB   - ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS: 31 DEC 2019

2018 2019
INCOME
Membership £1,606.80 £1,648.56
Merchandise Sales £136.00 £0.00
Charity collections £1,269.59 £943.90
Misc £8.44

Total income £3,012.39 £2,600.90

EXPENSES
BBQ, Fly-Ins £730.00 £750.00
Christmas costs £424.84 £365.65
OGN Mast £289.00 £0.00
Bank charges £13.20 £11.44
Text costs £31.86 £23.52
Airscrew costs £31.32 £30.00
Web costs £139.96 £137.65
Merchandise £174.15 £0.00
Venue costs £30.00
Speaker expenses £135.00
Misc £25.00 £0.00
Total expenses: £1,859.33 £1,483.26

Donations made £186.60
£1,102.99

Donations pending £943.90
Bank Accounts 31/12/19

Total Outgoing £3,148.92 £2,427.16 HSBC £4,553.53
Paypal £436.24

Profit/Loss -£136.53 £173.74 £4,989.77
  

5. Club accounts report - (Andy Virgoe) 

Andy presented the accounts and invited questions – there weren’t any so he had clearly done a 
good job. 

A proposal to retain the membership fee for 2020 at £20 was made and accepted by the meeting.  

6. Formal acceptance of 2019 accounts 

There were no questions on the accounts and they were formally accepted by 
the meeting. 

 

 

7. Approval membership fees for 2020 
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8. The presentation of 2019 awards 

 SPITFIRE AWARD – For outstanding achievement in microlight flying (or light aviation) 

Awarded to:  Eddie Clapham 

 

 

 
CHAIRMAN’S AWARD – For the member who demonstrates continued enthusiasm for microlight flying 

Awarded to: Keith Vinning 
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9. Election of Chairman and the 2020 Committee 

 2019 Committee Members     2020 Changes 
· Chairman/Secretary        Steve Slade 
· Membership Secretary    Andy Virgoe 
· Treasurer      Andy Virgoe 
· Airscrew Editor                  Pete Smith  
· Summer Fly-In Coordinator   Brian Finch   Vacancy 
· Summer Fly-Out Coordinator   Jon Ingram   
· Webmaster         Bill Austin   Brian Finch  
· Communications       Rees Keene  
· New Member Rep and graphic design  Andy Bill 

 

 
Brian Finch has stepped down as Summer Fly-In coordinator after five years at the helm 
but has taken on the Webmaster role, taking over from Bill Austin who is taking a well-
earned break from a committee role. The meeting formally thanked Brian and Bill for their 
outstanding work.   

There was, however, no volunteer to take on the Fly-In Coordinator role from Brian and 
therefore this position remains vacant.  This is a crucial role within the club and, without 
somebody stepping forward to do this, we will not be having any fly-ins this year.  If 
anybody would like to explore what is required from this role then please contact Brian 
informally to understand what is involved. 

A vote was taken and the committee were unanimously accepted to continue, with the 
changes outlined above, into 2020.  

 
10. AOB 

 Lyndon Griffiths asked a question relating to the club constitution, which states that pilots 
attending fly-ins should only do so if they were flying legally.  Would the club be checking 
pilot documentation to ensure they were flying legally?  The committee confirmed that they 
would not be checking documentation as the CAA required that all pilots who fly should do 
so legally. 

 Keith Vinning gave an update on Pilotaware capability.  An impressive system continues 
to improve. 

 Voting took place on the photographs submitted in the competition and Lyndon Griffiths 
was declared Photographer of the Year for 2019. 

 

The meeting closed at 2205hrs 10



Video Gallery

2020 SUBSCRIPTIONS
A Message from the Treasurer

Members are reminded that 2020 subscriptions are now due!   £20.00 same as the last few 
years.

Thanks to the  members who have already paid, and a firm prod in the fuselage to the 
others who have not yet done so.

Bank transfer is the preferred way – HSBC   40-22-09   62599821   SVMC - remembering 
to identify your £20.00 payment with your name.

If you don’t do transfers please try to find someone who does and suitably bribe them.

Failing that there is the Paypal option on the website (which costs the club nearly a pound 
so avoid if you can) or as always CASH at the meeting, making sure you get a receipt out 
of the book.

If you are not intending to renew for this year a brief email to  andy@ashleworth.net   or text 
to   07852 606 606   saying so would be appreciated and will avoid me chasing you for 
payment !

Any problem give me a call and we can sort something out.

Andy Virgoe

Treasurer SVMC

Check out the following videos that have been submitted by Lyndon Griffith

       Grass Runways

Lyndon has produced an aircraft tug please see the following video and contact him for 
details if you’re interested.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZvZpPp7_Hg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqmsEFy0Nk0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTGbS5QPdgU
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Items for Sale

. 

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at:
email: jellylegs56@hotmail.com       Tel:- 01594 562545
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Half share in a Rans S6 912 available with Rees Keene hangared at Over Farm. 

Aircraft has circa 750 hours and is 12 years old, built by Keith Vinning and previously co-
owned by Bumble at Long Marston before Andy V took it on and brought it to Over. 
Lots of work has been carried out by Andy in the last 18 months to bring it up to scratch. 
Rees is continuing with a few tweaks currently to the dash. 
The half share is £7,500  - Ongoing costs to be discussed. 
Call Rees on 07824704272 or email:  rees@overfarm.co.uk

 

FOR SALE  

 

TEAM HIMAX 1700R

     

SSDR MICROLIGHT

 

Built as LAA Permit a/c

 

Current Hours :-

 

403

 

hrs

 

-----

 

Engine : ROTAX 447

 

–

 

Air

 

cooled 40hp 2 stroke.

 

Fuel

 

capacity

  

:-

  

20 litres

      

Consumption :  11 –

 

13 litres per hour

 
 

Performance :-

 

Cruise :-

   

55m –

 

65

 

mph.   

 

Stall :-

  

25 mph     Climb :-

  

750 ft/min

 

Safe endurance :-

  

85mins

 

-------------------

 

Can be flown on a Microlight Licence

 

For further information contact

 

:-

 
   

Andrew

 

John –

 

01386

 

725229

 

or aj@apsjohn.net

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqmsEFy0Nk0
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