
This Month’s Club meeting will be the 
Club AGM to be held at the Flying Shack 
Diner, Staverton on

Wednesday 15th January 7.30 for 8.00pm

Photo Competition

In addition to the Agenda there will be a 
competition for the best aeronautical photo 
submitted by a Club member who will win a 
bottle of wine.
Photos will be judged prior to the start of 
the AGM by means of a secret vote of 
members –  so please get there early and 
bring your photos. The bar will be open from 
7.30pm.

Please do make an effort to attend if you 
can, as the Club needs your support.

A Happy New Year to all Club 
members
Here’s how the Chinese in Shanghai 
celebrated using a drone display instead of 
fireworks.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh3-Mvrp1Lc

LICENCE REVALIDATIONS
Some members have been enquiring about 
what to do about their revalidations now that 
the Flying Shack has gone and Simon Baker 
is no longer doing them.

Well there is some good news, Tom is still 
able to do them and Robbie is operational at 
Over, David at Kemble Flying Club, Steve at 
Shobdon, and Phil at Cotswold Aero Club 
are all able to do them also.

Tom Hay    07789 431726  
Rob Keene  07831 237353 
Kemble Flying Club  01285 770077
Steve Ayres  07973 859756
Cotswold Aero Club  01452 713924

If they don’t immediately answer do leave a 
message, as particularly with the mobile 
numbers they might be flying !
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For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh3-Mvrp1Lc
https://svmc.info


Looking back at 1996 from January 2020 – Ed Wells 

I was clearing down some accumulation of ‘must keep items’ that have been building up over the years 
in my office at home - and came across a few interesting memory joggers.  

Having let my GA licence lapse in 1984 it was nine years later that I spotted something in the local paper 
about an open day for anyone interested in microlights. On 06/03/1993 our then club Chairman, 
Andrew John, took me up for a brief experience flight. I was hooked - it was just like a motor cycle in the 
sky, and before things got away from me financially again I committed to getting myself into microlights. 
My big mistake was to write to the CAA asking what it would take to convert my lapsed GA licence.  The 
answer came back with the astounding fact that I would need to do the whole syllabus again including 
all the ground exams. I resolved never to write to them again. That stalled me for a while, but the bee 
was well and truly buzzing in my 37 year old bonnet.  

In June 1993 I started lessons with Don Law at M4 Microlights down at Redlands, Swindon (closed this 
year). In those early days to go solo you had to own your own aircraft, it took me to June 1994 to find 
something that would do the job at a price I could afford with an ever expanding young family. The 
weather, the time and a lack of funds caused a bit of delay but I had done my cross country qualifiers by 
August/September and with the help of Bill Austin who ran a club ground school over the winter months 
I was all geared up for my GFT and managed to pass on May 3rd 1995 with 25 hours solo logged.  

On reflection it was unfortunate that my previous GA licence included ‘spinning and spin recovery’ and 
the microlight licence included ‘unusual and dangerous manoeuvres – and recovery’. I really don’t have 
the stomach for that sort of shenanigans, but on both occasions I needed to ‘man up’ and get on with it - 
and hoped I would never need those skills again. In both cases the extreme nonsense was knocked off 
the syllabus just after I had passed the test(s)!  

I can still hear Don Law shouting at me ‘LET GO OF THE CONTROLS’ and me bleating ‘No you’re going to 
get us both killed’. Eventually I did let go, and with the most ludicrous statement ‘I HAVE CONTROL’  he 
proceeded to VNE dive at the deck, whip stall and just before zero airspeed was reached he threw in half 
a turn – he then shouted ‘OVER TO YOU’. All I can remember was I needed to feel the wind on my face 
again, so despite the angle I dived, recovered flying speed then straightened it all out. ‘NOT SO BAD 
WAS IT?’ Don shouted, ‘LET’S HEAD BACK TO THE AIRFIELD’. I had no idea where I was. Fortunately 
Swindon is big and the Honda factory helped me to blunder my way back to Redlands where the last 
transmission into by headset was. ‘CONGRATULATIONS – YOU HAVE JUST PASSED YOUR GFT’.  

 

Pictures from the left –  

 GMNJU arriving home to be attacked by excited kids (the kids all flew with me from 7 years old) 
 GMNJU rigged and ready to fly solo at Redlands having done about 10 hours on Don Law’s Flash 2A 
 After 8hrs solo, myself and a squadron of Flexwings went into RAF Lyneham  on an RAF Open day. And we 

were all treated to a trip up in a Hercules.
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And so, in 1995 I had qualified on microlights in a 447cc Mainair Flash 1, and it seemed to me that the 
machinery had already started to move away from the ‘it’s only a matter of time until it fails’ to the 
future, and the prospect of what we would be able to do with something other than 2 stroke engines. I 
also had my first engine out in October 1995 (bad fuel calculation), no harm done thankfully. I also note I 
had been flying on and off most of the winter and noting ‘cold’ in the log, but at least it was flyable and 
it taught me what carb icing was (which was an unexpected bonus as the engine almost died just over 
the pylons at Over Farm!)  

So that’s my early memoir over so let’s think more about the bigger picture… What was really different? 
– well the 912 Rotax was starting to be fitted in the top end machinery and I remember in early 1996 
John Fack, who was then working for Pegasus, providing us with an inspirational talk on his London 
Madrid Rally in a flex with a 912 in the back - it was literally a Quantum leap, and showed us all that real 
trips abroad were possible, and it wasn’t long before club members (including myself) started crossing 
the channel. There was also a rapid shift coming in terms of the move to 3-axis. Ken Cole, Colin Davis, 
Dave Steade, John Hamer and Bruce Drake all went early. A young James Cairns Terry got his examiner’s 
licence and John Hamer was test flying the new machinery and writing reports for, what was then, 
Microlight Flying magazine. 

In 1996 we were still in hope of engineering an affordable 4 stroke engine suitable for microlights to 
rival the expensive Rotax. Various flyers were attempting to adapt the old BMW Boxer Motor cycle 
engine for their planes (John Hunt fitted one to his self-build Huntwing). My old flying instructor Don Law 
seized the opportunity and developed a power configurable 84 HP, Rotax bolt compatible engine using 
standard issue motor components – first Yamaha then Ford. And for good measure a company called 
Zoche were busy developing a diesel aero engine. Records were falling all the time - and it was all 
possible. 

So what my office clear up does tell me is that my early years in flying were really exciting. Microlights 
were pushing the envelope and inspiring us all to plan a bit better and to go a bit further. GPS was 
coming… A Megellan 2000 was £169, a litre of unleaded was 56p and Castrol TTS was £5.32 a litre.  

I’m very glad I was involved during that time – it was pure inspiration to see just how far your flying 
could take you. And please let’s not forget all those club committee members who gave their time and 
advice freely to make anything possible.  

Come on you younger club members, the AGM is coming - how will you help this very special club to 
keep going for the next 30 years? 

And for the younger members of the club or the older ones who have just had their cataracts done - 
here are some inspirational reads that spurred me on to push my limits just a little bit further:  

 1939 – Flight of the Mew Gull. Alex Henshaw and what it took to prepare and fly further and faster than 
anyone before. 12754 miles in 4 days 10 hours. 

 1987 – 1988 The Dalgety Flyer. Brian Milton flew a CFM Shadow 13607 miles to Australia. Nine emergency 
landings and one into shark infested waters. What a trip. 

 1998 – Global Flyer. Milton at it again, this time all around the world in a flex with a 912 in the back. 
 1998 – Propellerhead. Antony Woodward’s hilarious account of all the mistakes a student pilot can make 

and live to tell a great story. 

I’m just wondering where all the really great adventures will be coming from in the future. I think the last thing I 
took notice of was Rees and Robbie Keene at the World air games!  

Post Xmas review finished now – good flying folks… 
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SEVERN VALLEY MICROLIGHT CLUB   - 

2018 2019
INCOME
Membership £1,606.80 £1,648.56
Merchandise Sales £136.00 £0.00
Charity collections £1,269.59 £943.90
Misc £8.44

Total income £3,012.39 £2,600.90

EXPENSES
BBQ, Fly-Ins £730.00 £750.00
Christmas costs £424.84 £365.65
OGN Mast £289.00 £0.00
Bank charges £13.20 £11.44
Text costs £31.86 £23.52
Airscrew costs £31.32 £30.00
Web costs £139.96 £137.65
Merchandise £174.15 £0.00
Venue costs £30.00
Speaker expenses £135.00
Misc £25.00 £0.00
Total expenses: £1,859.33 £1,483.26

Donations made £186.60
£1,102.99

Donations pending £943.90
Bank Accounts 31/12/19

Total Outgoing £3,148.92 £2,427.16 HSBC £4,553.53
Paypal £436.24

Profit/Loss -£136.53 £173.74 £4,989.77

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS: 31 DEC 2019

Club Subscriptions for 2020 are now due
Please submit your payment asap if you haven’t already paid.
The club treasurer Andy Virgoe will be accepting cash payments at the AGM meeting or 
will advise on the various payment methods available.
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Photo Gallery

Westonbirt Arboretum -by Steve Slade

Westonbirt Arboretum -by Steve Slade



Items for Sale

. 

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at:
email: jellylegs56@hotmail.com       Tel:- 01594 562545
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Half share in a Rans S6 912 available with Rees Keene hangared at Over Farm. 

Aircraft has circa 750 hours and is 12 years old, built by Keith Vinning and previously co-
owned by Bumble at Long Marston before Andy V took it on and brought it to Over. 
Lots of work has been carried out by Andy in the last 18 months to bring it up to scratch. 
Rees is continuing with a few tweaks currently to the dash. 
The half share is £7,500  - Ongoing costs to be discussed. 
Call Rees on 07824704272 or email:  rees@overfarm.co.uk

 

FOR SALE  

 

TEAM HIMAX 1700R

     

SSDR MICROLIGHT

 

Built as LAA Permit a/c

 

Current Hours :-

 

403

 

hrs

 

-----

 

Engine : ROTAX 447

 

–

 

Air

 

cooled 40hp 2 stroke.

 

Fuel

 

capacity

  

:-

  

20 litres

      

Consumption :  11 –

 

13 litres per hour

 
 

Performance :-

 

Cruise :-

   

55m –

 

65

 

mph.   

 

Stall :-

  

25 mph     Climb :-

  

750 ft/min

 

Safe endurance :-

  

85mins

 

-------------------

 

Can be flown on a Microlight Licence

 

For further information contact

 

:-

 
   

Andrew

 

John –

 

01386

 

725229

 

or aj@apsjohn.net
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