
There will be no indoor Club meeting in 
September. The Committee are currently 
working on a program of winter talks so 
hopefully there will be an announcement 
soon.
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For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Flight Videos by Lyndon Griffiths

St Michael's Mount & Cornish Coast

Short flight to Enstone to see Mk.26 Spitfires

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJzyrs0IVL
8&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blV0GW-
p3Q0&feature=youtu.be

Either my flying is really smooth or really scary. 

Me: everything ok
Pax: snoring 

Me: secure for landing 
Pax: snoring 

Photo by Andy Bill

Quote of the month
“Once you have tasted flight, you will 
forever walk the earth with your eyes turned 
skyward, for there you have been, and there 
you will always long to return.” ― Leonardo 
da Vinci

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJzyrs0IVL8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blV0GW-p3Q0&feature=youtu.be
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Ralph Davis
It is with much sadness that we hear that Ralph Davis, one of the SVMC original 
members, has passed away after a long illness. Until a few weeks ago, he would 
occasionally call in on Over Farm to catch up on the news and gossip. He was also 
interested to see how the whole microlight scene had changed – a far cry from the 
microlight flying that existed when Ralph first became involved.

He was, along with Jim Deane, Daryle Parsons and Gordon Gould, one of the founder 
members of the SVMC back in October 1982. Ralph was also the first editor of 
“Airscrew”. In those days it was largely handwritten by Ralph before being printed and 
sent out to the membership. I well remember joining the Club in November of that year 
and meeting Ralph for the first time. He was an excellent, down to earth, ambassador for 
the Club and offered me much support, encouragement and friendly advice.

Ralph was flying well before the days of pilots licences, permits and registration. His 
weightshift, a red and white Birdman Cherokee wing bolted to a Hiway Mark One Skytrike 
and powered by a tiny Valmet 160cc engine was often seen and very much heard in the 
skies over Gloucestershire. The Valmet would, all too often, lose the will to function and a 
premature return to mother earth was assured. This was considered to be part and parcel 
of the excitement and unpredictability of early microlighting. Progress over the ground 
was always very slow when compared to today's aircraft. This was of no concern to 
Ralph as, for him, it was the sheer joy of being airborne on yet another adventure. From a 
recent conversation with Daryle Parsons, I gather that he taught himself to fly this 
machine having had a small amount of hang-gliding experience. Later on, he went on to 
fly a Goldwing, a futuristic looking canard design and then a Tiger Cub biplane.

Ralph was not only a true pioneer of the sport but also one of the Club's early memorable 
characters. Our condolences go out to Glen, Samantha and other members of his family.  

James Cairns-Terry     September 2019.  

The funeral will be on Friday 11th October  2pm  at St Pauls & St Stephens Church, 
Stroud Road, Gloucester
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Want to buy a property on an airfield?   by Bill Austin

Reading the Daily Telegraph the other day I came across a property for sale at Rendcomb 
airfield. At the present time it is the headquarters of AeroSuperBatics which is the world's only 
formation wing walking team run by Vic Norman. It was rather more than the average “property 
for sale” advert in that it also gave information about how the airfield had come into existence.

In early 1916 the airfield was run by the Royal flying Corps to train pilots after planes became 
important tools for espionage and attack. One of the early trainees was Keith Park who 
subsequently was promoted to Air Chief Marshal in charge of 11 Group responsible for the fighter 
defence of London in World War II and was later knighted. Rendcomb was kept as farmland after 
1920 when the Royal Flying Corps no longer needed it. It was bought by Vic Norman and two 
partners in 1992 and ultimately became the headquarters of the world-famous wing walking 
team.

If you're interested in buying the property, which is literally “on the airfield”, The Engine Shed is on 
the market for £700,000. It has planning permission for conversion into a home with 4 ensuite 
bedrooms. As far as aircraft noise is concerned, AeroSuperBatics only fly two days a week in the 
summer so that between October and April there are very few aircraft flying around. Presumably 
they could also find some space for you to hangar your aircraft for a small fee!



Photo Gallery

The Severn bridges and estuary by John Sparks
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Items for Sale

Aircraft refueling pumps available now from Graham Lindley – contact gclinley@tiscali.co.uk 
or 07976-607597 for further details. 

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at:
email: jellylegs56@hotmail.com       Tel:- 01594 562545

912 Rans S6 ½ share available.
at Over Farm with Rees Keene 
Green and Red skins, rated to 450kg
Aircraft is hangared in a very modern structure
£7500 - running costs to be discussed

A recent evening at Over Farm by Andy Bill
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