
Now we are into the flying season, indoor 
meetings have ceased and regular Club 
meetings take the form of Wednesday Fly-ins.

New Edition of the Skyway 
Code now available
Condensing the must know information on UK 
GA flying into easy to navigate information 
and graphics, the SkyWay Code gives GA 
pilots a one stop shop for safety rules and 
advice.  Version 2 is now online, with printed 
copies available to buy direct from aviation 
supplier AFE. 

The free pdf download is available here:
 

Please check out the Club Facebook page, 
club emails and website for details of 
future flying events.

https://www.caa.co.uk/General-
aviation/Safety-information/The-Skyway-
Code/
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For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Please note that the new 
Safetycom frequency is  now 
135.480
There was a slight error on the April fly-
in instructions that were circulated

Flying Events
Aug 17-18  OTHERTON ANNUAL FLY IN
Location: Staffordshire Aero Club

Aug 17
COMPTON ABBAS FLY IN
Location: Compton Abbas Airfield (EGHA)

Aug 30- Sept 1
LAA RALLY 
Location: Sywell Aerodrome

Photo by John Sparks

https://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Safety-information/The-Skyway-Code/


Over Fly-in

The Over fly-in took place on 10th July 2019. The weather was kind and the event was well 
attended 
Once again Monica, John and team pulled out all the stops and provided us all with a superb 
feast of high quality food. I’m sure that all those who were there really appreciated their efforts 
and the Club would like to thank them for all their hard work.
It’s to be confirmed but I think there is little doubt that once again Monica will be crowned the 
“host with the most” for 2019
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Redlands Fly-in

Wednesday 25th July 2019 was the last ever Club  fly-in to Redlands Airfield. Sadly the site is 
to be re-developed for housing in the near future. It was a good evening for flying and at least 
20 aircraft attended.  A great barbecue and puddings were provided by the hosts Les and 
Anne Hosegood and their team and all visitors were made to feel very welcome.

As I understand it the airfield remains open until the end of August so if you fancy one last visit 
before it closes then please PPR to check this out.

On route to Redlands  by Ed Wells
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Scrumpy and Cheese Fly-in Westonzoyland Airfield
 July 27th 2019 -by Pete Smith

A brief account of a rather exiting day’s flying. 
It was a rare event, a Saturday when both Ed Wells and myself had availability, the forecast 
looked not bad and we had a fly-in to go to.  So we arranged to meet at Over in the morning 
about 10am. I left Lydney and the sky looked good, by the time I reached Over I was in 
steady rain. We hung about for a couple of hours waiting for the rain to stop and it gradually 
eased. Paddy O’Rourke flew in from Broadmeadow and Keith Making arrived so we decided 
to fly down together .

Ed was busy trying to decide whether to use a phone or ipad for rolling map. It turned out the 
gps for the ipad was missing and the intended mount for the iphone would not fit the front 
strut without major alterations. So he strapped the phone to the map board and got ready to 
depart. Fortunately we also had our little old fashioned gps mounted and running. With it’s 
simple arrow to follow and distance to run reading, this would prove to be invaluable later on. 
So we took off and climbed out. The conditions were quite lively and almost immediately the 
phone flipped over on the map board and almost left the cockpit. “Take the wires” Ed shouted 
and I attempted to hold the aircraft on course whilst he retrieved and stowed the phone away 
safely. 
After that little bit of drama we flew down towards Chepstow and crossed the estuary to 
Portishead, followed the coast down to Weston Super Mare and then headed inland to 
Weston Zoyland. On final approach just before landing we got a terrific sideways kick which 
caused Ed to shout an expletive but he got things straightened up and we landed safely. A 
flying time of 1 hour 23 minutes for this first leg.  Talking to Paddy afterwards, he said that he 
had a similar but more violent experience on landing. Apparently he touched one wheel down 
on the grass strip and ended up landing on the parallel tarmac runway!  Keith landed safely 
after a go around and some time later John and Monica Hamer arrived having already visited 
another strip further south.
So we settled down to burgers and tea and spent the afternoon exploring the airfield. The 
hosts were most welcoming and even handed out free sun cream and samples of cheese 
and tasters of scrumpy.
Meanwhile the wind really started to pick up and was 18mph gusting 30 at the airfield. We 
checked and back at Over it was forecast 8 mph.
We hung on until 6pm to see if it would drop but with it being mainly northerly that was 
unlikely to happen.
So we reached crunch time. It’s your call Peter said Ed. I figured that as long as I could take 
off and climb then we would be safe as the conditions were much better back home.
At this point we met Les and Anne Hosegood who had just driven in. We’re just about to take 
off I said. “ Ooh, that I must watch!” said Les!!
So a few minutes later I was holding at the end of the runway waiting for a bit of steady wind.
I was pumped and I adopted the Phil Hanman school of thought which is- in times of flying 
adversity just say to yourself “Fly the plane, fly the plane”
We took off quickly and climbed then sank a bit and then climbed . Fortunately the wind was 
almost straight down the runway. I glanced at the gps, air speed reading 64 ground speed 
reading 34. We headed straight for the estuary as I figured it would be calmer over water and 
that proved to be the case. After about about 5 minutes Ed said “Are you ok Pete”  and I 
replied “Yes but my mouth is really dry”. “ Oh that will be the adrenaline” he said and we both 
laughed. 
We flew back home and it got a bit lively near Chepstow. I managed to land with a bounce at 
Over but we were down safely so all ended well. Keith flew an inland route past Bristol and 
got back safely and Paddy camped overnight and flew back the next day. The wind was still 
blowing hard at Zoyland the next day so I feel we made the right call.
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Westonzoyland Fly-in
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Photo Gallery

Rounding the Needles by John Sparks

Crossing the Solent by John Sparks
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Approaching Konigsee

Konigsee

Takeoff from
Venice Lido

These photos supplied by Fiona and Angus Macaskill
who have been flying in Germany and Italy
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Picnic photo for Doynton, 15 people enjoyed the picnic and around 8 aircraft 

Doynton fly-in was a 
picnic event,
Approximately 8 aircraft 
flew in
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Photo Gallery
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Items for Sale

Aircraft refueling pumps available now from Graham Lindley – contact gclinley@tiscali.co.uk 
or 07976-607597 for further details. 

Club Merchandise
https://svmc.info/svmc-merchandise

Many thanks to all the people who sent in photos for this month’s magazine.

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at:
email: jellylegs56@hotmail.com       Tel:- 01594 562545

FOR SALE RANS S6 912  700hrs

G-CDGH is for sale. Permit until 02.04.20
Built with new 912 in 2005
Asking £14,500 or nearest

Offered to club members before putting on AFORS
For details please contact Andy Virgoe 
Tel: 07852 606 606  or email:andy@ashleworth.net

Franky Zapata crosses English Channel by hoverboard at second attempt
Yes It sounds like an April fool but this actually happened! 
Check out this fascinating article with video link.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/aug/04/franky-zapata-crosses-channel-by-
hoverboard-at-second-attempt

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/aug/04/franky-zapata-crosses-channel-by-hoverboard-at-second-attempt
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