
Now we are into the flying season, indoor 
meetings have ceased and regular Club 
meetings take the form of Wednesday Fly-ins.

We’re off to a flying start with the first fly-in to 
Staverton being held on Wednesday 15th 
May. Many thanks to Bumble and all the guys 
at Staverton for organising this and providing 
a great barbecue.
Approximately 18 aircraft flew in for a very 
enjoyable evening. 

Dave Haines took a lot of photographs on 
the night. These can be viewed by 
following this link:

Please check out the Club Facebook page, 
club emails and website for details of 
future flying events.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/egbj/albums/72
157705121176402
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P&M closes
P&M, the world-beating flexwing 
manufacturer, shocked and saddened the 
microlight world by closing its doors the day 
before Popham. 
MD Andrew Cranfield said: “I have run out 
of money to continue funding the company. 
It is now in administrative receivership, and I 
am working with a receiver to find a buyer.”

Please note that the new 
Safetycom frequency is  now 
135.480
There was a slight error on the last fly-in 
instructions that were circulated

https://www.flickr.com/photos/egbj/albums/72157705121176402
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Angus and Fiona, as those who attended the October meeting will know travelled to 
Botswana to take part in two days of navigational tasks in support of Rhino Conservation.

The Botswanan government had secured sufficient sponsorship to build a temporary 
township in the desert together with an airstrip specially for the event.

They were placed a creditable 68th out of the 120 that took part, a tribute to Angus’s skill with 
map and stopwatch over the largely featureless terrain as GPS was carried to record track 
but was not available for navigational use.

Also noted by the award committee was their skill in operating their Monsun out of Over, as 
everybody knows not the easiest of strips and at 400mts somewhat less than ideal for the 
Monsun. They have now decamped to Tim House’s new 700 (yes 700!) metre strip at Colliers 
Elm which Fiona tells me has done wonders for her heart rate on take off !

 

Angus enquired about the history of the award trophy, which apart from telling him it was 
reputed to be a shortened blade off a spitfire I was unable to impart any further information.

So we turned to that unequalled resource of all things historical  of the SVMC – Bill Austin

Bill told us that Andrew John had donated It to the Club  to be awarded annually for 
‘outstanding achievement by a club member in the field of aviation’ – an email to Andrew 
elicited the information that the blade had come into his possession by way of his Daughter 
in Law, who was a Dentist in Oxford and had received it as remuneration for services 
rendered to an obviously happy patient !

 

So WELL DONE Angus and Fiona, now someone has got to top their Australian sortie to 
avoid it becoming a fixture in Fiona’s lounge for next year as well !

SPITFIRE AWARD by Andy Virgoe

Recently Angus and Fiona Macaskill were 
happy to accept the presentation of the 
Spitfire Award which they were awarded at the 
AGM in recognition of their aviation exploits 
during 2018.

They were at Over Farm with a group of 
blown off Balloonist refugees from Staverton, 
so Andy Virgoe took the opportunity to hold an 
impromptu presentation ceremony as Angus 
and Fiona were circumnavigating Australia, 
well half of it anyway at the time of the SVMC 
AGM and therefore missed out on receiving it 
from our retiring Chairman Ed Wells on the 
night.

It has freed up the corner of the hangar where 
it was in temporary storage, it now has pride 
of place, I am informed in Fiona’s lounge !

Thanks to Andy Virgoe for the “Spitfire Award article

Fiona and Angus Macaskill
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th  A Stroke of Luck     5 May 2019 by Andrew John

Being short on flying hours so far this year I decided to visit one of my favourite farm strips, 
Broadmeadow Farm, home to the Wye Valley Microlight Flyers just to the south west of 
Hereford, a flight of no more than half an hour due west from Croft Farm near Pershore, where I 
hanger my Himax SSDR microlight. Following a thorough preflight inspection I prepared to 
depart from 27 into a gentle westerly breeze. On full power I was soon airborne and headed due 
west towards the British Camp on the spine of the Malvern Hills. Before long  I was over 
Herefordshire's patchwork of fruit blossom and fluorescent Oilseed rape fields, superb scenery. 
Passing Hereford City I called up BM Farm with my intention to join overhead and land there. 
From overhead I could see no activity or conflicting movements so approached 27 which 
requires a quite 'gymnastic' final to avoid a sensitive neighbour before making a satisfying 
landing.

While taxiing up to park I heard and felt a sharp 'crack from the rear fuselage, so continued 
carefully to stop in front of the Club House.  On inspection I discovered the tail wheel leaf spring 
had snapped as a result of damp grass clippings having jammed the wheel adding considerable 
drag on the leaf spring. .Also, several  disguised mole hills had added to the weight. Disaster! 
The consequences were piling up fast, away from base with no transport, no storage until 
repairs carried out etc. Travelling, costly repairs, all flashed through my mind as I contemplated 
this disaster. The spring steel had failed before and been skilfully repaired but this extra 
pressure had proved too much. However, I was introduced to one of the sympathetic club 
members present, described by them as Herefordshire's most skilled welder, working on his 
own aircraft. He examined the fracture and considered  it repairable, given that he had the right 
equipment on site, and could attend to it immediately! Within half an hour he presented me with 
a repaired spring showing obvious signs of highly skilled welding. Once cooled it was refitted 
and I then checked the strength of the repair to withstand taxying and landing pressures. 
Satisfied that the assembly was safe enough to be used, together with routine pre-flight checks 
in future.

From landing to take off at BM farm in less than two and a half hours, huge logistical and 
financial problems had been created, only to be resolved thanks to John. Returning to Defford 
with a satisfying tailwind, I hangered Chocolat ll and reflected on just how fortunate we had 
been.  Chocolat ll is an SSDR and as such I am totally responsible for it's condition, repairs and 
safe flying as a PPL Microlight pilot.
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with its relatively small wing and tighter
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Popham 2019  by Pete Smith

This year it was very windy on the Saturday so most people made the trip on Sunday. Ed 
Wells and myself flew our Mainair blade with Ed P1 for the out leg andi myself P1 the return 
trip. The flight was fairly smooth and uneventful until we reached Popham itself. With so 
many people arriving at the same time, it resembled bees around a hive and it was quite 
difficult to get in radio calls and avoid other traffic! My job was spotter, pointing out all the 
different traffic to Ed as we negotiated the circuit. I have to say it was with some relief when 
we taxied safely into the parking area.
The show itself was enjoyable but with the sudden demise of P & M there was not as much to 
see as in previous shows.

Even later in the day the circuit was quite 
busy.

I think this bicycle flexwing was a Billy 
Brooks creation
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Navigation – The CAA’s New Thinking
Following the magenta line on your moving map is now the recommended way to navigate – 
and if it packs up en route you are urged to call Radar or Distress and Diversion and not to 
mess about with a chart trying to find your location.

Its been a long time coming but for those that have not read the Skyway Code, Page 131 now 
reads:

With the widespread use of GPS systems, cases of being completely lost are thankfully rarer 
than they once were. However, such systems are not universally carried, and even if they are, 
(which is recommended), they can be misinterpreted or fail.

· If in contact with an ATSU that has radar, ask them to clarify your position.

· If not in contact with an ATSU call Distress & Diversion 121.5 and ask for assistance.

· Squawk 0030 if you have a transponder – this alerts other ATSU’s that an aircraft is lost.

· Orbit near any prominent landmarks that could be described to ATC.

NATS in particular and the CAA generally have a commitment, (and a need), to reduce 
infringements. Recent analysis has proven that those that carry and use modern moving map 
systems comprise a very small proportion of the infringers. This has finally led the CAA to start 
changing its thinking and its only a matter of time before paper charts finally become obsolete. 
Hopefully this will be accelerated by the introduction of 8.33Khz radio spacing. My paper chart 
still shows the old frequency for Gloucestershire and Cotswold Airports but Sky Demon was 
updated to their new frequencies within a day or so!

GASCo Flight Safety

The General Aviation Safety Council, (GASCo), is a national organisation dedicated to flight 
safety. You might have attended one of the winter evening sessions organised at Innsworth or 
at Cotswold Airport in the last couple of years. They are always great value i.e. free and you 
are guaranteed to learn from them.

Did you know that you can receive a free monthly newsletter from GASCo which relays all 
sorts of interesting stuff together with updates and information relating to all sorts of critical 
safety matters?

If you are interested: e-mail penny.gould@gen-av-safety.demon.uk or phone 01634 200203 to 
subscribe.

Thanks to Jon Ingram for submitting these 2 articles and my apologies for the delay in 
publishing them! : -Editor
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Photo Gallery
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Items for Sale
Aircraft refueling pumps available now from Graham Lindley – contact gclinley@tiscali.co.uk 
or 07976-607597 for further details. 

Club Merchandise
https://svmc.info/svmc-merchandise

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at: 
jellyllegs56@hotmail.com

Many thanks to all the people who have submitted articles and sent in photos 
for this month’s magazine.

For the latest Club updates and information please check out the club website:
https://svmc.info

Lyndon Griffith took this shot of Big 
Bob's prop. It was taken at Abbots 
Bromley which he says is a 
fabulous farm strip to visit with a 
great Farm Shop and Cafe a mile's 
walk down the lane.

Overhead Bruntingthorpe
by Lyndon Griffith 
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