
 plus the adrenaline level is steadily 
rising. This particular situation highlights 
the problem of where to situate the 
radio in your aircraft. Ideally it should be 
within easy reach, clearly visible, 
accessible without interfering with the 
aircraft controls and enable you to keep 
a good lookout at the same time. 
Judging by some of the pilots' comments 
afterwards changing frequencies in this 
situation was quite a challenge. So you 
can see that the physical position of the 
radio in your aircraft so that it is within 
easy reach, easy to read and does not 
interfere for too long with your visual 
scanning is important. The space in the 
cockpit of a microlight is very restricted 
but a little relocation might be possible 
to enable you to fly more safely. Think 
about it!

CAA Safety Sense Leaflet 27 “Flight in 
Controlled Airspace” is also worth a read.
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September 2018
AIRSCREW

Please send any content for future 
Airscrew editions to the Editor 
Pete Smith: 
Many Thanks

jellylegs56@hotmail.com

There is no monthly meeting this month but 
the winter club meetings will start from 
October so please pencil the third 
Wednesday of the month into your diaries.

Where is your radio?
Recently some members were fortunate in 
being “invited” to fly-in to Brize Norton – a 
chance to record a “big one” in their logbooks. 
Excitement aside what were the logistics of 
flying into controlled military airspace and 
what preparations were necessary? One factor 
which normally does not bother microlight 
pilots is changing frequencies on the radio. 
This is mainly because flights normally 
originate from a small grass strip and the main 
frequency in use is Safety Com 134.475MHz. If 
flying in to an airfield with a specific frequency 
the change is made by the pilot in his own time 
when approaching the airfield. No problems, 
punch the right buttons and announce your 
presence.

However, the situation changes quite 
drastically when flying into a major airfield 
such as Brize Norton. Frequency changes are 
dictated by ATC and you find yourself faced 
with a number of changes following one 
another quite quickly. Frequencies exist for 
Zone, Approach, Tower and Ground and you're 
handed from one to the other by the 
appropriate controller.  This is all happening 
while you are also trying to fly the aircraft, 
change frequency, read back the information 
from ATC and keep a good lookout
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2018 Club Meetings and Events
· January – SVMC AGM – and something special
· February – SVMC, A trip to the Jet Age museum Staverton
· March – SVMC, Tom Hay CFI from The Shack on his flying career both in Spain and locally (7:30 for 8)
· April – no meeting, time to fettle those aircraft
· May – Summer flying season starts  

th th· May 5  and 5  - Popham Microlight Show – great weather massive turn out both days
· May 16th – SVMC BBQ - The Shack at Staverton BBQ – windy – (7 planes but over 30 attended).

th th· June 15 , 24  – Fly-UK – Windy and gusting
rd th· June 23 , 28   - France (Franglais-Friendly) – (around 45 planes), Rob Keene Banadets, Montauban 
th· June 27  – SVMC Picnic - Defford (12 planes 30 people), Mike Porter, Brian Finch

th· July 5  – SVMC BBQ, Abergavenny (25 planes 51 people), Frank Cavacuiti and John Hunt
th· July 7  – SVMC Breakfast – Ebrington (? Planes 20 people). William ?

· July 12th – SVMC Feast, Over Farm (19 planes 60 people), The Keene's, John and Monica Hamer
· July 18th – SVMC Picnic, Doynton (12 planes 18 people), John Sparks 
· July 25th – SVMC BBQ, Redlands (29 planes 56 people), Joe & Sarah Smith, Les and Ann Hosegood

st· August 1  – SVMC Picnic, Bolwdown (9 Planes 16 people), Greville Vernon 
st· August 21  – SVMC BBQ, Hawling (28 Planes ?? people), John and Sue Davis
th th· August 28  – 30  – Spamfield IOW

th· September 5  – SVMC BBQ, Windrush (15 Planes 30 people) 
· September ??? – round the season off with a weekend fly in Mike Lewis

· October – SVMC Winter Meetings start ( The Flying Shack )
· October 17th –.'Flying Adventures' Steve Slade special on over 30 years of flying

st· November 21  -  'Racing for Rhinos' Fiona and Angus went to Botswana in May and raced with 120 
pilots around a 300m course in the desert.

th· December Wednesday 19  – XMAS PARTY, Over Farm Barn
· January 2019 – AGM
· February 2019 – France 2018 Tour - Flying, eating, drinking – Jon, Phil, Mark and Ed
· March 2019 – To be confirmed

Roy Limbrick, 

th· September 19  – Committee Meeting to organize winter schedule – Toby Carvery, Over 8pm



Ever wanted to pilot a Spitfire – now you can
CCM Motorcycles have engineered a new motor cycle to commemorate the RAF 100 
anniversary called the Spitfire. It will be available shortly. What is there not to like? The 
estimated £18K to get one!

What to do with a bit of an old Pratt and Whitney Wasp radial engine
thI dropped into the Tewkesbury Classic show on August 19  which has always got a vast array 

of interesting classic and vintage bikes and cars. I was completely hooked on this creation 
which uses two cylinders from a 1937 Pratt & Whitney Wasp radial engine with a 5.75" bore 
and 5.75" stroke. Built by Allen Millyard.
Not really "practical" or a "sportsbike", but this is 5000cc of 1920 inspired board track racer. 
That is each pot at 2.5 litre - and he kick starts it – clearly the ignition has no advance. He has 
done 6000 miles this year already visiting shows around the country – amazing to find one 
person with all the engineering skills to design, build, turn, mill, cast and then refine and ride. 
Look him up – he builds lots of these unique machines – just because he can.
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The Winter Meetings
It's been a busy year so as an aid to my memory I have taken to detailing the dates and what we have 
been doing as a club and as individuals at the front of my regular 'Thoughts' piece for the magazine. 
Also you may have spotted the dates for any already arranged talks are scheduled in that list. I know 
it's dark and miserable but get the dates in your diaries ASAP because there is nothing worse for the 
talk presenter than sitting in a half empty room. 

thThe XMAS Party – Wednesday 19  December
Yes, I know it's early but then there is no excuse for you all missing this from your calendar. Same 
format - Club members, friends and prospective new members. And let us know early how many are 
coming, these food things don't just happen by magic. It's booked for Over Farm Barn again and it's 

rd ththe correct night this year being the 3  Wednesday of the month (December 19 ). We will probably opt 
for another pig roast (need to check costs with the committee) as that seemed to go down well with 
the vegetarians in the Club! We still need to sort out the music, so do let me know if you fancy doing a 
turn.

And finally The Hawling Fly-In review 21/08/18
As most of you know by now what should have been a very successful fly-in turned into an evening to 
remember, for all the wrong reasons. Things started well enough with a change from the normal 
Wednesday evening to Tuesday because of the Wednesday weather forecast and a 5pm start to avoid 
problems with the nights closing in. Andy Virgo, Les and Ann Hosegood set up the BBQ in the 
afternoon to ensure John and Sue didn't have to worry and could relax and enjoy the evening.

I arrived at Over around 16:30 to fettle the Blade and I had an ex police officer mate passengering on 
his first flight. Normally there would be six or seven planes from Over heading to the BBQ but on the 
night we were down on numbers. My new passenger Kevin was getting a full briefing on weight shift 
and what to expect as I rigged and got ready. We were just about to start when Rees stopped on the 
taxi way and radioed letting us know a baby Ostrich was legging it around near or on the runway. That 
took a while for the ostrich man to sort – and then we were off. A strongish wind but no real issue and 
we would be using 26 up at Hawling. We meandered up there via the south of Gloucester put the blind 
calls in on the microlight frequency, then went in. No problem and easily down in half the strip 
available. The night looked good and as I took pictures walking towards the food, we already had 25 
planes on the ground. 

Note October is Steve Slade (Flying Adventures) 
and November is - 'Racing for Rhinos' (the biggest air race in the world – ever!)
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All looking good for the Air Ambulance collection I thought, then I turned around and saw a 
plane landing very long into wind on the same runway. The wheels touched and it bounced 
back into the air. At that point a go round decision was obviously made but the full power climb 
out wasn't enough and in a split second anyone watching knew it was going badly wrong. An 
almighty crrrumphhh noise and probably 45 to 50 feet off the floor the plane drilled its way into 
the small branches of what turned out to be a small coppice of mainly ash trees. Kevin and I 
ran that way as fast as we could - overtaken at the last minute by Les, Paddy and Rees who 
had the sense to jump in a van. Amazingly we found the plane had halted and settled into the 
stronger branches about 40 feet up and at maybe a 20 degree angle. And it was perched right 
over the road! 

We called up and the crew were both seemingly OK but obviously shocked. Paddy (paramedic) 
and Rees sorted the 999 call and an accurate location for the emergency services to use. 

As you can see from the picture the trees are on the end of Hawling's 26 very close to Chris 
and Liz Ball's strip at Oxlease which we used to fly into some years ago - and unfortunately 
next to a public footpath. So this was going to be interesting.  And it was!

I won't be publishing any more detail at this time as the pilot needs to concentrate his 
efforts on the AAIB report and his insurance claim. The main thing is that both occupants 
were in perfect health having executed a textbook 'land into trees' procedure. The police, 
rightly I think, decided to stop all take offs until the occupants of the plane were down safely. 
That and ensuring all emergency vehicles were clear of the airfield meant we had all run out of 
daylight and were not flying home that evening. The media were busy sniffing for a story and 
then unfortunately saw fit to publish a report which was pure speculation and miss information 
– see media footnote.

stSo the Hawling Fly-In on 21  August finished in the dark with many phone calls directing lifts 
around the country lanes. The police posted two officers in charge of keeping the public away 
from the closed road and the possibility that the plane may have fallen from the trees and hurt 
someone. 

5



ndWednesday 22 . The following day I was involved with the plane retrieval which took until late 
afternoon. By the time I was due to fly out the expected weather deterioration was already happening. 
My first take off attempt had to be aborted because I was heading straight for those trees and simply it 
wouldn't come off the ground (rotor?). I really wasn't confident I wouldn't repeat the previous day's tree 
problem. So I backtracked to the start of 26 and gave myself a good talking to. I changed the takeoff 
run angle so that I should in theory get off to the left of the trees. That all worked fine but by god the 
air was rolling and violent, I swung around yelping to myself as every lumpy gust hit me. A climb to 
cloud base helped which was at about 2500 feet. I had an average 60mph air speed and 32 ground 
speed which changed with the gusting whenever it felt like it. Thirty two hairy minutes later I landed on 
the very short cross wind runway at Over (27). One minute thinking I'm too high, next minute only just 
missing the top of the power lines on approach. I drove straight at the ground with plenty of speed and 
absolutely no intention of going around. Land was the only option, my arms were giving up. Ground 
effect and a short lull in the gusting helped me and I was down. I quickly taxied to the hangar to 
shelter from the wind where I sat for a good 5 minutes questioning my sanity for ever having taken off 
while my poor old ticker calmed down. A quick text to Rees to help me get the wing in and I was safe. 

The day was finally over – interestingly the last Hawling retrieval plane 'Juliet Tango' came back in 
after me and the air was clearly better. Funny stuff this weather – not to be trusted.

Media Footnote – The world has gone bonkers, social media? More like anti-social…
During the incident I couldn't believe a lot of what I was seeing from the emergency services. Just like 
the young folks of today they appeared to be spending a lot of time fiddling with their mobile phones. It 
now appears that the Police have a twitter feed to report incidents to the general public. And no doubt 
they were also busy updating, making notes and filing reports over the same smart phones. When I 
got home I checked what the internet was saying… We had 'Gloucestershire live' doing a very poor 
job –
 

and this…

So if you ever wonder how the press gets onto hot news so quickly it's because of social media. A tad 
misguided in my view that the Police attending an emergency with an unknown outcome think it's 
appropriate to use a twitter feed to broadcast the incident - but at least it appears they weren't simply 
being rude. Distracted from the primary task? Maybe. 

So what is this social media all about? A tool for loose cannons and an ill-informed opinion generator! 
Sorry for the multiple messages closing down the media communication and asking for pictures not to 
be circulated – that would only have caused the Pilot, The Club and Microlighting problems. Any 
individuals complaining to me have been told that they are at liberty as individuals to file complaints 
but as far as I am concerned the SVMC will not be doing so on their behalf. 

Now the dust has settled this report is probably needed to put the record straight from my own 
perspective. And Bob Fryer (whoever he is) should be ashamed of himself using a zoom lens to steal 
shots of the club gathering while we still had pilots in danger. 

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/cheltenham-news/live-plane-crash-gloucestershire-hawling-
1923389
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Brize – Update
You may remember that SVMC were actively involved in the feedback response for both the 
Oxford and Brize proposed airspace changes. Since that time we have been working on the 
possibility that we could visit Brize and see things from an RAF Air Traffic Control prospective. 

After a lot of work from Nick Haywood and his RAF contact Neil McDonald we finally had a 
thdate and the possibility of getting three club aircraft into Brize.  On 14  September the weather 

was good and the opportunity amazingly became a reality. Stand by for the full report, which 
will need to be approved by the RAF media people before we are allowed to publish. We 
couldn't get more planes in or broadcast the visit generally as various limitations were applied 
to aircraft, crew and communications for those attending hence it was not possible to inform the 
wider membership in advance.
The following picture sets the scene – This is Nick Hayward's Eurofox G-BSBW on finals for 25 
Brize Norton. Two miles of runway – and that's the most tarmac we have seen since Lyneham 
20/08/94 when we were invited to an RAF open day.

Use the following link for progress and the response to feedback when it's published 
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-brize-norton/flying-info/

https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-brize-norton/flying-info/


Items for Sale
Aircraft refueling pumps available now from Graham Lindley – contact gclinley@tiscali.co.uk 
or 07976-607597 for further details. 

Club Merchandise
https://svmc.info/svmc-merchandise

Many thanks once again to  Ed Wells for “Thoughts from the Chair” article and to Bill Austin 
for his “where is your radio article”

Please send any future contributions to the Airscrew to the Editor Pete Smith at: 
jellyllegs56@hotmail.com
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Photo Gallery

Jon Ingram’s recent visit to East Kirby

CHANGES TO SQUAWKS
The Gasco Safety Bulletin for September under Microlights Skywise Alerts reports that
 Listening Out Squawks will be updated from 14 September. The link is:-
 
http://skywise.caa.co.uk/listen-caa-announces-changes-airspace-squawks/

Club Committee meeting
Recently a Club committee meeting was held. For full details of what was discussed please 
check out the minutes by following this link:
https://tinyurl.com/yboydduf

https://svmc.info
http://skywise.caa.co.uk/listen-caa-announces-changes-airspace-squawks/
https://tinyurl.com/yboydduf
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