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This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 

15th October

This month’s meeting will feature Jon 

Ingram and Ian Nuttall talking about 

their “Australia Challenge 2008”. They 

flew from Perth to Brisbane in 33 days 

and covered nearly 6000 miles. If you 

followed their progress on their web site 

you will know that the journey was not 

without its highs and lows. Come and 

hear the story first hand. We will be 

starting at 8.00pm

Quote of the Month

“What kind of 

man would 

live where there is no 

daring? I don't 

believe in taking 

foolish chances, but 

nothing can be 

accomplished 

without taking any 

chance at all.”  

Charles A. Lindbergh

Scoop.

Last month's newsletter included a 

couple of pictures taken by Monica of 

the Weston Super Mare pier before and 

after the fire. Well this month she has 

gone one better and was at the scene of 

a fire. In this case it was when Cleave 

Motor Salvage caught fire on Tuesday 

16th September destroying around 150 

cars. The establishment is located on the 

Bristol Road and is virtually on the 

extended centre line of Over's  runway 16. 

So when a big plume of smoke appeared 

it didn't take much to saddle up and hop 

over to have a look and snap the 

photograph below which, incidentally, 

appeared in the local newspaper - the 

Citzen - the following day.

Lower Upham Farm Fly-in

I was lucky enough to be taken to the 

fly-in at Lower Upham Farm (between 

Swindon and Marlborough) in Bill Keel-

Stocker’s “The Future is Orange” Xair. 

We set off mid-morning from Bill’s strip 

only to find 

ourselves at Over a 

short while later. 

No – we did not get 

lost! Discretion 

being the better 

part of valour, Bill 

decided to wait for 

the fog to disperse. 

Dick and Budge 

made us welcome 

and Bruce 

entertained us with 

a take-off and fly past. We did eventually 

set off for Upham despite having been 

tempted to wait for the afternoon fly-in 

at Eastbach.

After a lovely flight to Swindon and with 

the strip in sight, we could see things 

were “quite” busy. With no radio 

response, numerous planes of all types in 

circuit, aircraft landing, taking off and 

backtracking all on the same runway. Bill 

went in like a “pro”!



A crowded parking lot!

Lower Upham Farm Strips from the 

air

A sunny Sunday in Wiltshire
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Aircraft were closely parked on both sides 

of the east/west runway for most of its 

length – all of 400 metres. (A Chevron 

taxied through with great difficulty!) 

When Bill booked in he was number 87! 

(105 actual arrivals in all) A total of £570 

was raised and split between the Air 

Ambulance and the local hospice. 

John Davis was there to greet us in his 

“new” Alpha and apparently JH had come 

and gone in his Escapade. We had a good 

look round at Upham’s wonderful 

facilities - large hangars plus two wide 

grass runways - north/south 600 metres 

clear with an extra 20 metres at each end 

and  east/west 400 metres with an extra 

180 metres downhill at the west end. 

However, take-offs to the east are not 

encouraged because of the hills.

A smooth flight home in improved 

visibility made a perfect end to a lovely 

day. Thank you Bill

Barbara Austin

P.S. If anyone wishes to fly to Upham 

other than the annual fly-in date, prior 

permission MUST be obtained from the 

owner - Dudley Pattison on 

<dudleypattison@btinternet.com>. 

Dudley is actually a flying instructor at 

Redlands.

Please note that there are planning 

issues concerning the strip at stake right 

now! CARE!

The only other thing I was asked to pass 

on - please use the radio on the Safety 

Com frequency (135.475Mhz) and call 

“Upham Traffic”. No-one will answer from 

the ground but it is purely to let other 

traffic in the vicinity know where you are 

both on approach and in the circuit. 

(Editor’s Note:- It is important when 

calling that you say the name of the 

airfield/strip you are using as the 

frequency is a general one and your 

transmission can be heard over a large 

area. Confusion (and even panic!) can 

occur if no name is given as listeners will 

have no indication whether the aircraft is 

in their vicinity or some miles away at 

another strip! This is the same as the 

Unicom frequency use in America)

Fly-ins 2008

The Wednesday evening fly-ins are 

now history for this year but how did 

we do? The short answer is not very well 

and certainly worse than the last two 

years.
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There were a possible eighteen fly-in  

dates available and only seven actual 

events - Over farm, Eastbach, Over 

Treasure Hunt, Bredon Gallops, 

Newnham, Hawling (John Davis), and 

Hawling (Chris Ball). We actually 

managed to have three of these on 

consecutive weeks! Everything else was 

blown or washed out by the weather. Our 

“hit rate” was a meagre 39 per cent! 

However, according to the few reports 

received, the seven events were a 

success. Our thanks to those who hosted 

the evenings and provided the 

refreshments and to those who sent in 

reports. 

Internet

Next year there are going to be some 

changes in the radio services 

provided by Air Traffic Controllers. The 

proposals are set out in in a new CAA 

publication - CAP 774. This can be 

downloaded as a PDF from the CAA site. 

(Go to <www.caa.co.uk> and enter CAP 

774 in the Search box)The Editor intends 

to do a short article on the changes for a 

future edition of the newsletter.

Note for all NPPL(M) members

When your licence is next due for 

revalidation you will automatically 

go on to the new two year cycle. Part of 

the requirements relating to revalidation 

is a minimum of one hour’s flight with a 

flying instructor who is qualified to 

instruct on microlights. What you may 

not be aware of is that this flight may be 

done at any time within the two year 

period and can take the form of a number 

of shorter flights. 

Dates for your diary

29th – 30th November – SPLASH at 

the NEC, Birmingham. Remember to take 

your BMAA membership card for 

discounted entry.

25th – 27th July 2009– Bleriot 100. 

Mass microlight crossing of the English 

Channel to mark Louis Bleriot’s 100th 

anniversary. Contact: Frank Spiniello 

frankspiniello@hotmail.co.uk At the 

moment it appears to be well subscribed.

For Sale

G-BXVD for sale. Factory built Rotax 

912 Streak Shadow DD 2 x seater 

microlight. Permit Feb 2009. Wide 

bodied, 408 kg AUW. 85 kt+ cruise. 

Factory built 1999. 250 hours AFE. 

Extended passenger footwell. Spats and 

U/C fairings. 3 blade Arplast Ecoprop. 

Strobes/landing light and back-up 

electric fuel pump. Electric artificial 

horizon. Icom A22 radio. Lynx 

intercom/headset. Bendix/King Skymap 

II. Custom made seats. Rear trim and 

PTT. Lovely condition and priced to sell at 

£13950.

Contact: Richard Osler 07988 431006 or 

e-mail <richard@river-leys.fsnet.co.uk>
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