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Welcome to the May edition of Airscrew. As you may have gathered from last months’ 
edition, our website had not quite gone live yet, so the newsletter had to go out the 

traditional way – to your inbox. Hopefully by the time this one goes out, the website will be 

‘live’ and you will just receive a link via your inbox. Members without online facilities will 
continue to receive hard copies via snailmail. This month I would like to welcome a couple 

of new members, they are Lyndon Griffith and Michael Tuck. Lyndon has kindly provided 

information on his flying back ground and current steed. I will try and sweet talk Michael 

into providing a few words on his aviating history for next months’ newsletter. 

P.S. Anyone know where I can get my lifejacket serviced ? 

Trev the Editor (07502417963) 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE 

I am Lyndon William Harvey Griffith. I am named after my father, Lyndon a Test Pilot and 

WWII RNZAF pilot and Harvey was also a decorated RNZAF pilot and then ETPS graduate as 

well. If only.....however I never managed to follow in their footsteps. 

Best I could do was work at Birmingham Airport as a Duty Manger, then Airfield Operations 

Manager and my last three years there as the Emergency Planning Manager. I learned to fly 

at Shobdon in around 1972; yes I could go and check my original Logbook!! I also held an 

Australian PPL from about 1973/4 and did my multi-rating down-under in a PA-30. 

I have a Night and IMC rating and had never flown in a taildragger, apart from a DC-3 until 

only a few years ago when I bought a share in a Vans RV 6. I then purchased an Aviat A-1B 

Husky about 5 years ago and last year took delivery of a new Aviat A-1C Husky which is my 

pride & joy. I sometimes miss cruising around from on high at 160kts plus, but short, slow, 

low level flights between farm strips is such fun and occasionally a very satisfying challenge. 

The A-1C is based on a farm near Chipping Campden. 

 



 

Lyndons’ lovely aeroplane 

 

And an extra treat: a couple of superb photos from John Sparks.  

 

Compton Abbas – joining overhead 

 



 

 

Approaching Lyme Regis 

On a different note, I received my new Icom A6 from Aeroshop.eu (it is based in Lithuania) so thanks 

to Rees for telling us about it. 

 

AIRSPACE WARNING ! 

UEFA Champions League Final –Saturday 3
rd

 June  

  

Preparations for the UEFA Champions League Final, which is being held in Cardiff are slowly 

progressing as the semi-finals take place. 

 Gloucestershire Airport is still very much in the running to accommodate some of the 130+ corporate 

and business aircraft expected to attend the event.  We will not have confirmation of traffic levels and 

peak arrival/departure times until the finalists are confirmed next week and more significantly, the 

arrival slots are allocated around the 18-19
th
 May.  

 Our ‘best guess’ at this stage is an influx of arrivals during Saturday, with a steady stream of  
departures from late on Saturday evening throughout the night and into Sunday.  The Airport’s 
opening hours will be extended, on a PPR basis to accommodate this.  We also anticipate it will be 

necessary to park a number of aircraft remotely on runway 18/36 & 04/22, possibly from Friday 

onwards.  There is a strong likelihood of helicopter shuttles taking passengers to and from the game. 

 As you can imagine, our normal day-to-day operation is likely to be disrupted, depending on the 

traffic levels we receive.  All arrivals that day will be PPR, visiting training flights will not be accepted 

and IFR arrivals in particular, will be ‘slotted’ by Airport Coordination Ltd, who are coordinating arrivals 
for Bristol and Cardiff too.  There will be restrictions on training flights and circuits at peak times and 



 
When to go around 

This is something I wouldn’t have believed if I hadn’t been there sitting on a Virgin Atlantic A340 
Airbus heading into New York JFK on April 6

th
. We had the normal sanitised, homogenised arrival at 

Heathrow as 300 odd souls took to their seats for a routine 7hour 55 minute flight across to New 

York JFK. So the order of noteable events was as follows (ignoring the meal and wine… or was it 
whine!). 

 The Captain reported JFK was being hit by winds and severe weather and that the jetstream 

was causing turbulance mid Atlantic – “but nothing to be concerned about”.  

 There was nothing to report then until I took a comfort break and spotted a very ill looking 

lady being attended to by the strewards.  

 Half an hour later the captain asks if there are “any Doctors or nurses on board as we have a 
passenger that needs attention”. 

 A makeshift intensive care area was built towards the rear of the plane – I have no idea if we 

had a Doctor in attendance. 

 A bit later the Captain explained that “we have a medical emergency on board and JFK have 

granted us a straight in landing and, by the way, the high winds and rain have just stopped 

so we are likely to be into JFK early”. 
 He was right – weather was OK, broken cloud and a finer day than expected as we 

descended onto finals. Bang, the landing gear goes down – but shortly after, the howl of 

engines and we are doing a go around. The Captain explains that “the calmer weather had 

unexpectedly covered the runway in fog”. So he went around. Go around 1 – fair enough. 

 We do a low circuit looking at the Manhattan Skyline and the Captain explains how “JFK has 

diverted us to a different runway – no problems be down soon”. We descend, gear goes 

down with a bump and we are on finals for another attempt. And again the howl of engines 

as we climb out and start another perilously low circuit – JFK ATC must have been having 

kittens! The Captain explains that “the runway we had been given had no radar and they had 

09/27 is likely to be the only available runway certainly for Saturday.  There will also be Restricted 

Airspace in the vicinity of Cardiff and both Bristol & Cardiff will not be offering LARS services during 

that weekend. 

 We appreciate details are still a little patchy at this stage, and will update you as plans crystallise, but 

please bear this ‘one off’ event in mind when planning your sorties.  It would be a great weekend for a 

club/group ‘fly out’ returning on Sunday!  

 Best regards 

Darren Lewington FRAeS 

 Operations Director 



failed to turn on the landing lights”. Go around number 2 – mmm. How much safety  fuel is 

our rattled Captain actually carrying? 

  So around we go again into the strange runway – this time 300 or so increasingly frightened 

souls are stating to think about another plane heading into the Hudson River. A point 

confirmed by the steward in his seat sweating and tightening his belt. The captain didn’t 
bother to make reassuring noises this time, I suspect we were on our last attempt. Landing 

gear down, bang. As we dropped through the fog the landing lights were on and he was on 

the runway. It felt a bit long to me, which was confirmed by the very heavy braking – but we 

were down. Finally down! The obviously sweaty Captain asked us all “to remain in our seats 

whilst medics came abord to deal with our sick passenger”. All over – and a round of 

applause as we stopped… phew! 

The delay was nothing now we were all safe. The lady was removed, still alive and in good hands. 

Happy endings, I just love happy endings – especially when I’m involved. 

I went looking for a report – nothing!  But I did find a very interesting site feeding live ATC radio 

reports onto the net. The only thing for the 6
th

 April was Harrison Ford landing on a taxiway and 

almost taking out a Boeing B738. https://www.liveatc.net/recordings.php 

Deja vue - Footnote. 

Mid Atlantic on the return flight April 23
rd

 I was woken by my wife – “I’m not feeling well – can I get 

out”. I removed my rather fetching red Lone Ranger mask and went with her to the rear of the 

plane. It was infernally hot (I’m sure they save fuel by switching air-con down when we are all 

asleep). My wife fumbled with the toilet door, missed the latch completely, pivoted and crashed 

towards the floor. I caught her arm and stopped her head bashing anything but she was out for the 

count. The Steward gets her legs in the air and drops an oxygen mask into her face – she comes 

around. Five minutes later its all over and the Steward says “don’t worry we normally have about 
three people per flight flaking out”. 

The SVMC Website is Live from May 1st 

Well we are finally there https://svmc.info/ – up and live with the automated email of new posts 

(links)  to all members daily at 7PM. Looking at the mail statistics, all bar 10 or so members have 

received and opened their emails. So there maybe a problem with some members’ email and the 
way it files and catagorises this type of thing. Please take a look in Junk, Promotions, Updates etc. if 

you havent received anything. A brilliant message for all those who don’t appear to be receiving 
messages! Just remember you didn’t hear it hear first… And yes, the content is a bit light at the 

moment but will grow over time rest assured. Bill and I just need a breather! In terms of pictures 

taken by club members submit the good ones and we will get a monthly gallary going. At the end of 

the year we can use this content for feeding the annual xmas party photo awards. 

 

The Popham Show 

Most of the members I saw at the show, like us, had chosen to go on Saturday because the Sunday 

forecast was less favourable. Having not flown for 5 or 6 months Pete and I decided not to tempt 

fate by rushing our rusty wings into Popham’s horribly busy airspace. We drove down. Yes, that’s age 
and self doubt starting to creep in – I don’t heal up aS fast as I used to. When we were there we 

https://www.liveatc.net/recordings.php
https://svmc.info/


looked at the cold in the morning and the rising, gusty winds in the afternoon and confirmed we had 

made the right choice (for us anyway).  

A good show I thought and I hope someone will put pen to paper for this edition with their more 

detailed views. The best little plane I have seen for a long time was the Merlin SSDR single seat – a 

real quality build. This is the latest of the line courtesy of Sprite Aviation. 

 

 

 

I’m switching to BP Ultimate 97! 

Ethanol is both corrosive and hygroscopic, (it absorbs water). I didn’t realise just how much damage 
it can cause but I learnt today that supermarket fuel can contain up to 10% ethanol. Even Shell V-

Power, (98 Octane), contains 5% ethanol. 

This is not so much of a problem during the summer when we fly regularly but during the winter 

months, rapid temperature changes in a high humidity environment, (your hangar), can lead to 

significant amounts of water collecting in your tank. 

For more information see this month’s copy of MF magazine where a very well written article drew 
my attention to BP Ultimate 97 which is apparently the only fuel we can buy with no ethanol 

content. 

Jon Ingram 

 


