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Hello again and welcome to the June edition of Airscrew. With the arrival of the Summer (ish) weather I 

hope you are all enjoying a bit more flying. Lots going on in your Club, the Wednesday evening picnics have 
started again, our website is now live and our Summer Expedition to France is in the final planning stage. I 

am hoping to participate and will be bringing back some tall tales of derring do and probably some pictures 

of old blokes sat around a table drinking beer in some far flung continental town (probably Le Touquet. I had 

an e mail from an ex work colleague, inviting all SVMC members to their annual model enthusiasts open day. 

The link is below: 

http://www.woodspringshow.co.uk/ 

Trev the Editor 

Club Website progress by Bill Austin 

As you know the Club website went live on 1st May. Hopefully you are all now getting accustomed to 

receiving the newsletter through a post appearing in your Inbox from “svmc.info” which invites you to click 

on “Read more” to download it. The distribution is carried out using the Mailchimp programme and any 
Posts ready to publish are automatically sent out at 7pm each day. The Mailchimp programme also provides 

us with feedback on how many members actually open the mail and indicates whether and which mails may 

have bounced. This is not “Big Brother is watching you!” but provides constructive feedback for Ed and me. If 
we see an abnormal pattern we want to know the reason for it. It is essential, therefore, that members and 

others remember to keep us informed of changes particularly to email addresses because the website is now 

the principal way in which we will communicate with you – the old email system is still there but as a backup 

only. 

Having got the boring stuff out of the way, the most recent addition to the website is a new page headed “A 
history of the SVMC” found in the top line of the “Home” page. Some members will remember this as the 
document produced with the December 2012 edition of Airscrew to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the 

founding of the Severn Valley Microlight Club. It makes interesting reading and indicates how far 

microlighting has come in a relatively short time – not to mention the ever increasing pile of legislation!  

Another feature we have included is archive copies of Airscrew from previous years. At the moment only 

2016 and 2015 have been placed on the site. However, we now have a full archive of newsletters put 

together by Brian ‘Bumble’ Finch so the intention is that we will gradually publish these on the website over 

a period of time. The process is quite labour intensive so it is a job for a number of rainy days perhaps! 

We have also included a page for members’ photos. The hope is that there will be enough to have a different 

collection each month. These should be sent to svmc.information@gmail.com with information about where 

http://www.woodspringshow.co.uk/
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the photos were taken. This is quite separate from photos for Airscrew which should be sent to the Editor, 

Trevor Jackson, at trevorjackson087@gmail.com. Thinking ahead to Christmas (it is ONLY 7 months away 

after all!!) have you any suggestions for different categories of photos for the annual competitions to 

introduce an element of variety into the traditional aerial themed subjects? Suggestions on a five pound 

note to svmc.information@gmail.com 

Details of the weekly Wednesday Fly-ins will also be notified via the website as a Post to your Inbox so 

nothing has changed there apart from the source of the mail. 

Ed and I started our journey to set up the website last January in total ignorance of what we were taking on. 

Without the help and expertise of former Club member Paul Underwood we would still be wandering 

around aimlessly and totally lost. We have had a steep learning curve but would be the first to admit that 

there is a lot we do not know and we are still prone to mistakes. Please let us know via 

svmc.information@gmail.com if you spot any errors or have any suggestions for further content. We are 

happy to consider anything and assess whether it is possible, appropriate and will enhance the Club image to 

the wider world. 

 

Over Farm Fly –in from Reese Keene 

I’ve meant to say that the strawberries for the fly-in were donated (retail at £30) to the clubs charity by John 

Dutton who grows them on our behalf at Linton in a green house. 

 

The same thing was done by myself for the Asparagus which would retail for £60. Bruce Morgan paid some 

money into the charity pot to buy one of the crates so a double win for the club! 

 

Would be nice to mention it in airscrew alongside the charity donation total. 

Done !  Thanks for that Reese. To modify a quote from some American bloke: ‘Ask not what your club can do 

for you but rather what can you do for your club’ ! (Trev the Editor) 

 

 

Fly in Season – a good start 

The fly in season has started for the club with the first one hosted at Over Farm on 24th May. These events are only 

made possible by the hosts with their willingness to accommodate an often unknown number of planes and people. 

As an example of how the club costs are kept to a minimum Rees provided strawberries donated via their main 

grower John Dutton (Farms at Linton). Lots of asparagus came direct from Over Farm and because we couldn’t 
manage it all Bruce Morgan took a crate away and donated accordingly into the AA collection. So minimum cost, 

maximum value – everyone a winner. 
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The second fly in was at Ebrington near to Chipping Camden on 31st May. The forecast wasn’t as predictable so we 
decided that this one would be a picnic event. Again thanks to the hosts, Bumble for the drinks and everyone 

bringing more than they needed so that there was no shortage of food. 

 

 

And on 14th June we managed another BBQ event with the help from our friends at the Flying Shack at Staverton. 

The normal line up of flyers and road attendees didn’t get done for some reason but I managed to get this shot just 
after we arrived. 11 planes flew in (BKS was a tad late so is not in the picture – sorry Bill). This one I believe was 

slightly marred by a late email indicating that we needed to be away by 7:30 or we would need to stay the night. 

That turned out to be a red herring and confusion between no fire crew out of hours and the likelihood that the grass 

would still be being cropped. Glenn put us right at the 11
th
 hour and 80 acres of grass had all gone the day before - 

but I suspect the damage was done with the more distant flyers no wanting to come in late. So one day soon we will 



get one in where everyone knows and everyone makes the effort. A fair number of members drove in anyway as it 

was easier than hauling a plane out to fly 10 minutes into Staverton. As you see Pete and I were the only flexwing. 

 

The only couple of organisational glitches so far have been our automated email system stopping (due to a software 

upgrade) and the wrong coordinates being circulated for Ebrington. The emails are getting under control now and 

late membership should now all be receiving notifications as planned. I guess there are two points I would make. 

1. It’s the summer, when the weather is good just look on the web site to see what events and posts have 
been entered. Email can fail for 101 reasons – don’t miss out, just check what’s on via https://svmc.info/ 

2. We are always looking for new members but we are finding that some of the existing members are slow at 

paying their membership. This makes it a chore to keep checking and synchronizing the email system with 

membership payments. Why not use PayPal next year or use the online forms to send your membership. 

But most of all please try and pay at the start of the year. 

And thinking about fly ins, Lyndon Griffith has just sent me a link to a YouTube video he has put together which 

centers on the Ebrington Fly in. Check out the link via the web site. So prompted by this – let’s think about 
promoting the club by editing up short clips which cover great flying evenings/events, out landings and as many 

aspects of the summer BBQ events as we can get in. A prize for the winner to be announced at the xmas party. 

Short films between 3 and 5 minutes maximum please – this is aimed at capturing the imagination. Sub titles are 

good as it transitions between obvious chapters in the story – I’m no film maker but how does this sound? 

1. Intro - Date – the ??? fly in 

2. Take off from ??? 

3. The scenery of note on the way 

4. Approach and landing 

5. The other aircraft – stills or actual landings 

6. Group shot of all attendees 

7. The End - Heading for home – sun low in the sky 

 

The ageing Pilot and his eyes  

The saying goes ‘Age does not come alone’ and when it comes to eyesight, in my case it was becoming a problem. 

I guess what you have never had you may not miss, in my case I had better than 20/20 vision right up to my 50’s. 
Unfortunately as work and general deterioration started the decline in my sight, I found that I never quite had the 

right glasses on. In recent years the annual Over Farm flying competition/treasure hunt was becoming a bit of a joke 

https://svmc.info/


where experience and knowledge of the local area was attempting to bridge the gap left by failing sight. So I started 

to look into eye surgery and Natural Lens Replacement.  

So getting fed up with buying new glasses every year I decided to take the plunge and get mine done. Simply 

getting ahead of possible cataracts, and restoring my perfect long vision - and getting rid of a stigmatism. The sell 

for me was the computer controlled laser technology being used to cut into the eye, emulsify the natural lens and 

remove all the debris. The eyes are done on consecutive days but to my dismay I was told that the laser that makes 

the cut had broken and the surgeon would do the operation. I almost walked away at that point - but didn’t. The left 
eye went perfectly and the whole thing was over in less than 10 minutes. Next morning when the patch came off, 

there was some flashing as my brain re-calibrated to the new lens, then the left eye was better than before with only 

.025 of the stigmatism left. The same for the right eye although this one looked a mess in comparison (maybe he 

sneezed!). So almost four weeks into the healing and things are quite literally looking good, I won’t know the end 
result for some months – but its currently fine with better than 20/20 in both. 

The things a pilot should know about (NLR) Natural Lens Replacement: 

1. Unless there is a medical reason why you need lens replacement the general advice is that you should 

wait until you are 60 when the flexibility in your natural lens is all but gone and you are simply waiting 

for cataracts to form. 

2. Multi Focal lenses or different prescriptions in each eye are in general a compromise requiring your 

brain to adapt to the signals sent from different eyes and/or parts of the lenses. Fixed was the only real 

option available to me. NOTE - The same distance prescription/correction will be required in both eyes 

or you will use your depth of field perception and your landings will suffer. 

3. For obvious reasons the pilot will then have perfect long vision but will require reading glasses for map 

reading (I found this out on my way to Ebrington, I can see the instruments fine but the map on the lap 

is no good). 

Photo filler: 

 

  Our glazed and pleasant land (RAF Lyneham Solar Farm) 

 

As always, if you have a picture or story which you would like to share with CVMC Club members, please send 

them to me at trev.kate@btinternet.com  

mailto:trev.kate@btinternet.com

