
Bristol LARS
From 1 March 2018 Bristol will no longer 
provide a LARS service.

Air Traffic Service Outside Controlled Airspace 
(ATSOCAS) will be available only to aircraft 
inbound, outbound, or requesting transit of the 
Bristol Controlled Airspace.

The Listening Squawk of 5077 will still be in 
use for aircraft flying in the vicinity of Bristol 
CAS and monitoring 125.650.

Panshanger Petition
Panshanger Aerodrome on the outskirts of 
Welwyn Garden City was one of the most 
successful GA airfields in the UK and has 
been closed for three years.  In October 2016, 
Welwyn Hatfield Council made a historic u-turn 
decision to amend their Draft Local Plan to 
include provision of an airfield at Panshanger 
Please sign the petition to ensure that this 
happens
https://www.change.org/p/chief-planning-
officer

https://www.gasco.org.uk/flight-safety-
extra/flight_safety_extra_feb_18/startle_effect

Startle Effect
The natural instinctive reaction of humans to a 
sudden threat can be very dangerous for a 
pilot.. This article is well worth a read:-

This Month’s Meeting:
a

This month we have a treat for you with a 
guided tour of The Jet Age Museum  
at Meteor Business Park, Staverton, 
Gloucester, GL2 9QL.
Please note it starts at 7pm 
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February 2018
AIRSCREW

Introducing your new Airscrew editor Pete 
Smith.
I have taken over the Airscrew editing from 
this month onwards. 

Please send me any news or articles and 
photos that you have for me to use in the 
next editions. 
email: 
Many Thanks

I will need lots of new content for future use

jellylegs56@hotmail.com

stFebruary 21  19:00 – 21:00 
The Jet Age Museum 
To secure the evening the club has 
guaranteed a minimum commitment to 
ensure this event takes place. So the more 
members that turn up the better value it will 
be for the club. Reminders will be sent as 
normal and the venue details are on the web 
under events. Tea and coffee (£1.20 each) 
will be served on arrival  and the Museum will 
be collecting for the charity on the night. Bring 
a friend or introduce a new club member to 
help get the numbers up. Five short talks 
around 20 minutes each and we should finish 
around 21:00 hours. 

http://folkdean.co.uk/shop
https://www.gasco.org.uk/flight-safety-extra/flight_safety_extra_feb_18/startle_effect
mailto:jellylegs56@hotmail.com


 
 

 

2018 Club Meetings
· January AGM – and something special
· February – A trip to the Jet age museum Staverton
· March – Tom from the shack on his flying career both abroad and locally
· April – no meeting, time to fettle those aircraft
· May – summer flying season starts

AGM, Awards and the new Committee
The full minutes are published later in this Airscrew and there are a number of new ventures that 
we are exploring this year to keep you interested. Now all we need is some reliable weather. 
Congratulations to Nick Heywood –Spitfire Award, Monica Hamer – Host With The Most Award 
and Budge Bircher – Chairman's Award. In addition to the awards two significant committee 
changes are Pete Smith who takes over from Trevor as Airscrew Editor and Andy Virgoe who 
takes over from Dave Hineson as Treasurer. My personal thanks to both Trevor and Dave for all 
their help and commitment.
Some other Committee roles have changed to help things along in terms of focusing the effort. 
This is now my 3rd year as Chairman and I intend to step down in January 2019 – so think about 
what you want the club to be, how you can contribute – and let me know.

SVMC MERCHANDISE
I have been meaning to organize this for a while, so whilst the cold has driven me inside I have 
got on and started the ball rolling. The new club logo designed by Andy Bill is predominantly 
orange and black so I have had some samples made up of T shirts, Polo shirts, hats and mugs. I 
hope to have the full set available for the next club meeting but to whet the appetite the picture  
on the next page shows you what you can expect.
We can get just about anything we ask for but there will always be a minimum order commitment 
of between 7 and 35 items to get to a sensible price point. If there is no demand for an item we 
will simply strike it from the list. I will get Bill to load pictures on the web when they are available. 
The full catalog of possibilities is available via 
The prices should be static until September 2018. For ease of administration and to cover the 
setup fee all the prices are rounded up to the nearest pound. There are a couple of items I need 
to query regards the pricing but to give you some idea, there is a provisional price list on the next 
page. The process for ordering will need to be developed but as things stand just send me an 
email and I will coordinate the orders.

https://www.jaslyn.co.uk/sports-and-leisure 
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4. Club fly-outs - Jon Ingram 

There had only been one Club fly out in the past year organised by 
Jon himself. The first attempt was aborted due to weather but the 
week after the Aircraft got away and over the channel. This was a 
nine day trip to France which, though involving just two club aircraft 
and three pilots, was a great success. Jon is planning to organise 
more fly-outs in coming year and would talk about this later in the 
meeting. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer reported on the healthy state of the Club’s finances 
particularly highlighting the fact that a slight overspend on the 
Christmas Party was more than compensated for by the less than 
optimum number of fly-ins which took place during the year. A total 
of £649.81 for the Air Ambulance (the Club’s adopted charity) had 
been raised from collections at each of the fly ins during the year 
and the Christmas party. In addition a further £121.10 was 
collected for Mission Aviation Fellowship and Fly to Help. On being 
put to the membership the following accounts were 
approved unanimously. Please note that the £649.81 will be 
sent to Air Ambulance next week so the actual balance is 
nearer £4000 

 

 
 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 2018 
Held at the Flying Shack, Gloucestershire Airport 

on 17 January 2018 – 20:00 
  

The Chairman welcomed some 25 members to the meeting and set out 
the agenda for the evening. 
 
1. Minutes of the AGM held on 19 January 2017 were approved 
unanimously 
 
2. Chairman’s Report – Ed Wells 

The Chairman reported briefly on the activities of the Club 
particularly fly-ins, winter events and the development of a website 
for the Club. He commented that despite the fact that the website 
had been live since 1 May 2017 there had been no feedback from 
the members leaving us unsure if it’s actively being used. There 
may also be an issue with email processing for Events and 
News/Posts - email providers deal with this output in different ways. 
More of this in AOB. Again feedback is lacking. 
 

3. Fly-in Coordinator’s Report – Brian Finch 
The weather had posed particular problems from July onwards and 
resulted in only 6 Fly-ins actually taking place earlier in the season. 
Venues used were Ebrington, Gloucestershire Airport, the Over 
Farm Treasure Hunt, Bowldown Farm, the Over Feast, and Defford. 
Fly-ins were planned on the basis of alternating barbecue and picnic 
events. Had the weather not prevented more Fly-ins being held, 
there would possibly have been a problem later in the season in 
finding more venues to which the Club could fly. If members knew 
of suitable strips to host a fly-in they were asked to contact Brian 
with details. 
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Ed thanked Dave Hineson for being Treasurer for the last three years 
and Trevor Jackson for editing Airscrew for the previous year. Other 
Committee members are still standing (some slight changes in 
responsibilities are required to reflect what people are doing). Bill 
Austin having assisted Ed with the Web site build in 2017 is now taking 
on Webmaster duties and is welcomed back to the Committee. 
 

Committee 
Role 

2017 2018 

Chairman Ed Wells Ed Wells 
Treasurer & 
Membership 
Secretary 

Outgoing David Hineson New Treasurer & 
Membership secretary 
Andy Virgoe 

Fly-in 
Coordinator 

Brian Finch Brian Finch 

Fly-out 
Coordinator 

Rees Keene and Andy 
Bill 

Jon Ingram 

Airscrew Editor Outgoing Trevor Jackson New Editor Pete Smith 
Webmaster No role New role – Bill Austin 
Communication No role New role – Rees Keene 
New member 
representative  

No role New role – Andy Bill 

Winter Events 
Coordinator 

Jon Ingram General Committee 
member responsibility to 
fill the four winter dates. 

 

 
 

6. Election of Officers 
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7. Awards 

(a) Spitfire Award- Nick Heywood For building and pushing his 
EUROFOX flying experience. 

He has now built two EuroFOX  
2014 – Nick did Fly-UK in 2014 (G-NIKS) – then sold it. 
2016 –Nick then built and flew (G-ONIK) back to the EuroFOX 
factory in Slovakia 
2017 May – Lundy Island 
2017 May – His plane was also appearing at Aero Expo – Booker 
2017 June - Eight day tour of Germany and France (Calais, 
Abbeville, Saarlouis for lunch and onto Gunzenhausen for two 
nights. Spent a day cycling around one of Hitler’s “Sea’s”. Fly to 
Muhldorf and Frieburg then on to Troyes. Home via Headcorn and 
Popham. A trip with 20 flying hours. A landing problem at the home 
strip resulting unfortunately in a written off aircraft. 
Not to be put off, and realising that 15 months lead time and 
another build wasn’t practical he has now purchased another 
EuroFOX (G-FSBW) and is back flying again – Oh and he also did 
the LAA Rally. A bad year apparently at 75 hours! We could all wish 
for that. 



 
 
(b) Chairman’s Award – Ken (Budge) Bircher – for being there. 

Seemingly the always present teashop host at Over Farm and 
his non-stop engineering expertise and help-given to anyone 
who needs it. 

 

 
 

(c) Host with the Most  - Monica Hamer – for the second year in 
succession she collected the largest amount for the Air 
Ambulance at the Over Feast Fly-in and Barbeque on 5th July 
- £301.36 in one evening! Some 26 aircraft visited and more 
than 50 people were fed. 
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8. Any other Business 

 
o Airscrew Futures – The future of the Club newsletter, 

Airscrew, was now assured with the election of Pete Smith as 
Editor.  

 
o Mobile phone communications – The Chairman commented on 

the lack of response to emails from the Club and suggested 
that texting might be a better way for instant communication. 
The use of email circulated through the Club website would 
continue in parallel with the use of text. It was agreed that 
it was worth investigating the limited use of bulk text 
to members’ mobile phones.  

 
Fly-outs 2018 – John Ingram was planning to organise the 
following events in the coming year: – 

 Microlight Trade Fair at Popham 5th and 6th May 
 Dambuster’s 75th anniversary 17th May. The 

proposal is to fly over/visit the dams between the 13th 
and 19th May. 

 Dambuster’s Midweek excursion to Derbyshire 
where the practice Dam raids took place. 

 Franglais Friendly 23rd of June to 1 July to be held 
north of Toulouse (Rob Keene’s strip). The basic plan is 
to take two days to fly to the event and on the way 
back to visit the EVLA fly-in in Belgium. There is no 
obligation to take part in the event. 

 
 

o Provision of additional local mast for Pilot Aware. John Ingram 
gave a slide presentation showing the present national 
coverage provided by Pilot Aware. There was a noticeable gap 
in coverage in the Gloucester area and he proposed that the 
Club sponsors two masts in this area. The total cost of 
installation would be £250 for each mast. Angus MacAskill 
spoke knowledgeably regarding the official CAA pilot scheme 
(which he is part  of  and indicated that the CAA cost) s and lack 
of functionality would put him in favour of Pilot Aware. After 
some discussion it was unanimously agreed that the Club 
would initially pay for one mast to be situated on 
premises close to junction 12 of the M5. Depending on 
coverage this should extend the reach down the 
Bristol Channel and cover the gliding at Nymsfield. 

 
o Promotional Nights – Many years ago the Club held annual 

“open nights” to promote microlighting. It was suggested that 
Club events such as the Over Feast fly-in and the Club 
Treasurer Hunt, if advertised, could attract more interest in 
the sport and result in an increase in Club members. Ed spoke 
about the need to segregate the general public from the main 
aircraft movements to manage safety.
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o Club Logo – Following the production of stickers featuring the 
new Club logo for members’ aircraft, it was suggested that it 
could also be used on hats, T-shirts, etc. It was agreed to 
approach a local company to obtain costs of producing 
the logo as a cloth patch and or as part of branded 
clothing (hats, T-shirts etc). 

 
o Liaison with the local Strut – Both the SVMC and the Gloster 

LAA Strut were experiencing the same problems with regard 
to membership attendance at meetings and speakers for 
meetings. It was suggested that it would benefit both 
organisations if they worked together and exchanged 
information and newsletters. It was agreed to progress 
this further with Andrew John acting as the SVMC 
interface. 

 
9. The Chairman closed the meeting which he felt had been very 
constructive and thanked everyone for their contributions and 
attendance. The free raffle was then drawn and prizes awarded 
(Thanks to Fiona MacAskill for drawing the winning numbers). Those 
members in attendance choosing to pay their 2018 membership fees 
received two free logo tickers. Anyone paying in both January and 
February will also receive two free logo stickers. 
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As you may have noticed the Facebook and Web background pictures have changed. 
Last year we had a variety of very good pictures submitted by club members and we 
have been looking for something that depicts flying in the Severn Valley. The winner this 
year is John Sparks for his picture of the two bridges. Keep the pictures coming and send 
them through to Bill for the online gallery - it’s nice to have a variety available to freshen 
up the online image from time to time.



Introducing new member – Harry Spurr

I learned at Kemble in a PA28 about 10 years 
ago, subsequently flew a few hours in a PA38 
Tomahawk from Staverton, and eventually 
found myself in a flexwing.  I currently have a 
share in a nice old Quantum at Over.  
Children, work and life generally mean I 
haven't flown nearly often enough, and still 
don't.  (But I do think about it a lot - does that 
count?!)  Here's hoping for clear skies, calm 
air and more time in 2018...

Committee Role  Contact Email Phone Number  
General Enquiries  - SVMC.Information@Gmail.com  n/a 

Airscrew Editor  Pete Smith  sales@folkdean.co.uk  07516-511747 

Treasurer  Andy Virgo  andy@ashleworth.net  07852-606606 

Fly In Organiser  Brian Finch  brianbumble2@gmail.com  07775-794426 

Fly Out Organiser  Jon Ingram jon@trilliumd.co.uk  07813-042656 

Winter Meeting Organiser  All n/a n/a 

Communications  Rees Keene  rees.keene@overfarm.co.uk  07824-704272 

New Members & Graphics  Andrew Bill  andrewbill281@gmail.com  07968-246431 

Webmaster  Bill Austin  marshview@john -lewis.com 01684 833789  

Chairman  Ed Wells  Edwells59@gmail.com  07741-402590 

    

 

07896 754639

Andy Virgoe

jellylegs56@hotmail.com

 

The Club extends a warm welcome to Harry and looks 
forward to seeing him at meetings and summer 
Wenesday fly-ins.
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Reminder
If you haven’t already paid your 2018 
club membership fees then please 
contact the new treasurer Andy Virgoe 
asap. There are many different payment 
method options available so you’ve no 
excuse!

Dates for your Diary

21st March - next club meeting
5th - 6th May - Popham Trade Show
15th -24th June - Fly UK 2018

Items for Sale
Aircraft refueling pumps available now from 
Graham Lindley – contact 
gclinley@tiscali.co.uk or 07976-607597 for 
further details. 

edjwells59@gmail.com


