
 
 
 

                  September 2003 
 
This month’s meeting – Wednesday 17th 
September 
It is with regret that I have to tell you that for 
the second month running we have no 
speaker for our meeting. We will, however, 
meet as usual at the Farmers’ Club for a 
social get together 
New Club Pilot 
Congratulations are in order for Dick Osler 
who passed his GFT at Old Sarum on 31st 
August in the Shadow formerly owned by 
Jim Taylor. You can read all about it in 
Dick’s own words later in this newsletter. 
World Microlight Championship 2003 
Long Marston 23rd to 31st August by 
Andrew John 
Six Medals from eight days competitive 
flying! Very satisfying for the British team 
and equally rewarding for all those who 
assisted with marshalling and support during 
the best organised World Championships 
ever. 
 

 Opening Ceremony – A Gathering of 
Nations 

The opening ceremony on 23rd August was 
both colourful and memorable largely from 
the glorious display from the Red Arrows in 
almost perfect weather. 
Competitions started on the Sunday with 
some 82 aircraft launched at two minute 
intervals on a task designed to test 
observation, navigation (no GPS!) and 
timing. I had volunteered my services as a 
marshal and teamed up with two American 
guys over here to support their team, but 
also making themselves available as 
marshals. 
 

 
Richard Rawes –World Number One! 

 
So as the week’s tasks developed we found 
ourselves posted by Jeremy Hucker, Chief 
Marshall, to various outlying way points to 



act as time keepers, marker placers and 
general ground staff where needed. 
Each day started with a briefing for both 
pilots and marshals to make sure we all 
understood the tasks ahead and what role 
we needed to take. Catering was available 
on site with packed lunches if needed. Fuel 
was often needed at distant out landing sites 
taken there by Dave Watson in a ‘disguised’ 
fuel trailer, as was all the equipment needed 
to create 6 metre box landings, windsocks 
etc. Several other members of the SVMC 
also assisted including Richard Webb and 
Bill Keel Stocker, together with Graham and 
Judy Pritchard from Hay on Wye. Running 
alongside the Classic Microlights were the 
PPG’s also competing for their own World 
Championships. They had a designated 
area on the west side of the airfield but also 
began their tasks very early in the morning. 
This on occasions created mayhem in 
certain areas as 80 plus PPG’s arrived 
overhead at 7.30 am!  
 

 
PPG in action 

 
On the whole the number of complaints for 
both types of flying dwindled as the week 
went on and the foreign pilots especially got 
the message about the 500 foot rule. Rob 
Keene, as Competition Director, had spent 
months creating some incredibly complex 
tasks, many of them linked to photographs 
he had taken of road junctions, churches, 
tennis courts and river crossings These 
were all included one way or the other in the 
daily tasks which took pilots from Long 

Marston north into Warwickshire, east to 
Oxfordshire and west into Herefordshire. 
The southerly routes followed the Cotswolds 
to Stroud then west to the Welsh Valleys 
which included a landing for 75 aircraft near 
Abergavenny. By Friday everyone was 
becoming weary as the flying had been 
intense due to the incredible weather but 
this had allowed the full quota of tasks to be 
completed to confirm the event as the World 
Championships. At the closing ceremony on 
Saturday evening the following results were 
announced: 
Gold - Solo Weightshift - Richard Rawes 
Bronze - Patrick Nicholls 
 
Gold - Dual Weightshift Simon Baker & 
Anita Holmes 
Silver - Robert Grimwood & Chris Saysell 
 
Gold - Dual Fixed Wing - Paul Dewhurst & 
Oliver Neece 
 
Gold - Team Classic Class - Great Britain 
Much celebrating together with a stunning 
firework display to end a memorable week. 
Editor’s Postscript  
Some interesting older aircraft were seen at 
Long Marston – a far cry from the slick, fast 
composite aircraft which seem to be popular 
at the moment but which, no doubt, are 
great fun to fly if you are not in a hurry! 
 

Pterodactyl – Pre-historic Flexwing! 

 
The Pterodactyl above really does look pre-
historic and somewhat Heath Robinson in 



concept. Nowithstanding this it was “state of 
the art” at the time. The Lazair, however, 
looks “butterflyish” and not very sturdy but it 
had two engines and is still flying! The 
transparent covering leaves no excuse for 
not doing a thorough pre-flight inspection. 
 

Lazair – Twin engined Microlight 

 
Safety 
Did you hear the one about the well-
experienced pilot who got distracted when 
he was coming in to land and almost ended 
up in the hedge at the end of the runway? 
This was an instance of pilot confidence 
combined with a desire to land and as soon 
as possible irrespective of what 
commonsense should have told him was not 
in fact possible. The distraction was animals 
on the first part of the runway. This should 
have rung warning bells and triggered a low 
pass and a go-around. However, our pilot 
decided that he had enough room to overfly 
them and land on the remaining runway. It 
was too late when he realised was that the 
amount of runway remaining was insufficient 
for the speed at which he was approaching 
and that he was landing with a tail wind 
component. 
Fortunately no injury was suffered by either 
pilot or passenger on this occasion. 
Speaking afterwards our pilot acknowledged 
that he should have gone around in the 
circumstances but he thought it was quite 
feasible to attempt at landing. His efforts to 
stop were evidenced by a 30 to 50 yard 
skidmark on the runway. The only damage 

incurred was to the front wheel of the trike 
where the brake had wrapped itself around 
the front wheel - a common occurrence on 
this type of aircraft. 
What lessons emerge from this small but 
innocuous incident? Firstly do not allow 
yourself to be distracted by objects, animals 
or people on the runway. Unless you have 
an emergency the decision should be to go 
around. This is particularly important when 
approaching a small grass strip where the 
safety margin is decreased. Secondly do not 
overestimate your capabilities as a pilot. 
Remember, the greater the number of hours 
you have in your log book the more chance 
there is that you will make a mistake. There 
is no substitute for experience but 
experience only comes from making 
mistakes and then remembering how you 
avoided that particular situation. For our pilot 
this was a “wakeup call” and it should act as 
such to all of us. 
Internet 
Users of the internet might like to note that 
Adobe Reader has been updated and the 
latest version is 6.0 - available as a 
download or on CD with some of the internet 
magazines 
Quote of the Month 
The exhilaration of flying is too keen, the 
pleasure too great, for it to be neglected as 
a sport. – Orville Wright 
Licensed to fly by Dick Osler 
Do you remember what it felt like to initially 
go through your solo and then pass your 
GFT? I have achieved both recently (within 
the last 3 months) and I am still feeling in 
that state of elation!  
I have always been interested in aviation. As 
a young lad I always wanted to join the RAF. 
I was born in 1946 and the RAF was still 
well thought of then, and in it's ascendency. 
As the 1950's progressed, so did jet 
aviation. I was fascinated during my infant 
and junior schooling and avidly collected a 
scrapbook of various aviation feats. I 
remember Neville Duke in the famous red 
Hawker Hunter who flew off the coast of 
Sussex to gain the world speed record at 
just above the speed of sound. I have 



memories also of Peter Twiss of Fairey 
Delta 2 fame who flew at 1132 mph to 
regain the world speed record in the early 
fifties.  
I was always convinced that I would join the 
RAF. I joined the Air Training Corps in 1959 
and gained a taste for flying in all sorts of 
aircraft such as Chipmunks, Ansons and 
Comet (there's an indication of my age!!) I 
did a gliding course at RAF South Cerney at 
the tender age of 16 and flew Kirby Cadet 
Mk 3's and Sedberghs. I went solo and did 
the obligatory three circuits to receive my A 
and B certificates. I joined the RAF in 1963. 
There my flying came to a temporary hiatus 
due to training for a technical trade. 
Afterwards, however, and until my discharge 
in 1986 I managed to clock up a few hours 
of flying in lots of different aircraft (as a 
passenger) from all types ranging from 
helicopters (Sioux, and Wessex to Hercules, 
Britannias, Comets, VC-10's etc). 
I left the RAF in 1986 to "get a real job"! I did 
some hang-gliding briefly but always meant 
to graduate to microlights. Family life put a 
hold on my quest for several years while my 
children grew up and it wasn't until July last 
year that I started training. I always wanted 
to go 3-axis and was searching for a good 
quality CFM Shadow. I drove all the way up 
to Scotland to view one only to be 
disappointed (the owner set the scene by 
telling me that he was sorry that there was 
only one headset because the mice had 
eaten the other one)! That somehow put me 
off! 
Anyway, Jim Taylor had his Shadow up for 
sale and we did the deal. I had been flying 
at Old Sarum (Shadow Flight Centre) since 
July 2002 in the club aircraft. Jim flew the 
Shadow down to Old Sarum in January this 
year and since then I have been undergoing 
my training on it. I soloed in May and took 
my GFT last Sunday (31st August) and 
passed.  
I am still in that state of euphoria that must 
come initially to everyone who gets their 
licence. I am still probably a naive novice 
who has been shown the possibilities and 
wants to take full advantage of them. I want 

to cross the channel etc. I want to become a 
very proficient aviator.  
Do I have any worries? I believe that the 
training that I received has equipped me 
with the basic tools required for the job. It is 
now up to me to consolidate on my training 
and develop into a safe and good quality 
pilot. I hope that I don't become cynical and 
take for granted the privileges that I have 
been awarded.  
 
December Meeting – 17th December 
It sees a long way away but it will come 
upon us very quickly. The Committee would 
like to know what you would like to do for 
this meeting in order to make any necessary 
arrangements in good time rather than leave 
it until the last minute. You can e-mail or 
phone the Editor or any other member of the 
Committee with your comments – it’s YOUR 
decision and YOUR meeting. 
 
For Sale and Wanted 
Wanted a small trike trailer for a Half-Pint 
(the normal trike trailer is too big!) at a “half-
pint” price! If you know of one contact 
Barbara on 01684 833484. 
Fly-ins 
Sadly the season for Wednesday fly-ins has 
now finished. This year has been something 
like the Curate’s egg – good in parts! 
However, this does not spell the end of 
flying since there will be some excellent 
days during the Autumn and Winter to take 
advantage of providing you wrap up warmly. 
Dates for your Diary 
Club Meetings 
15th October 2003 
19th November 2003 
17th December 2003 
Telford Show 
6th – 7th December 2003  
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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