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T
his month we are back at the Farmers’ 

Club in Gloucester and this will be the 
venue for all meetings until next year’s flying 
season starts. We start with Robbie Keene 
telling us about the World Microlight 
Championships in the Czech Republic last 
month. We aim to start at 8.00pm prompt as we 
did for all our previous indoor meetings. This 
enables those members with long journeys to 
get home at a reasonable time and for the rest 
of us to have longer for socialising at the end of 
the meeting.

Quote of the Month

“We who fly do so for the love of flying. 
We are alive in the air with this miracle 

that lies in our hands and beneath our feet.” —  

Cecil Day Lewis

Fly-in Reports
8th August - Cobbs Cross - Hosted and 
reported by John Hancock

The weather forecast for the evening of 8th 
August was good with light northerly winds. 

This was not ideal for my strip but, 
nevertheless, some nine aircraft arrived. 
Included were Phil Hanman (Quantum), 
George Cole and Bruce Drake (George’s C42), 
Jim Taylor (Skyranger), Bruce Fowler (MW5), 
Steve Slade (Rans) and Toby Wilcox (Jim 
Taylor’s MiniMax). I didn’t have a chance to 
note the others as I was kept busy ensuring a 
plentiful supply of food and drink was available!

Other SVMC members arrived by car including 
JH and Andrew John. Thanks to Jim Taylor and 
Bruce (I think!) who gave flights to a number of 

local people which will serve to foster good 
relations with the neighbours.

Editor’s resumé of the season’s Fly-in 
programme

Looking at the record for the past three 
months the programme would have 

featured fifteen fly-ins across the area. In 
actual fact only eight happened and two of 
these were at the new hangar at Over Farm. 
Needless to say the weather was the main 
reason for cancellations - particularly the 
floods. Having said that, members on e-mail 
will recall JH’s note reporting that all six of his 
“reserve” fields/hosts for 29th August were 
unavailable for a variety of reasons. (This was 
one of the Over hangar “fly-ins” since the 
forecast was not all that favourable anyway!)

The season started with a bang at Bulley 
International with some twenty aircraft arriving 
and causing parking problems. Two weeks 
later it was Defford and then it was downhill all 
the way with the following four weeks 
weathered off. Teddington, Over (Treasure 
Hunt) Cobbs Cross and Hawling filled in the 
remaining good weather blanks. As a season it 
was really average in that only 50% of the 
possible fly-ins took place - not much different 
from the last few years. On the bright side there 
were no accidents or incidents at any of the 
fly-ins - well done to all the pilots!

At the time of writing only four of these events 
were reported for inclusion in Airscrew which is 
a pity as I’m sure those members who did not 
attend fly-ins would have liked to have read 
about them. A few more voluntary “scribes” in 
the Club would not go amiss!
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Second Time Around - The HiMax 1700R
By Andrew John

From the beginning the Himax has always 
appealed to me as the perfect single seater 

with performance and good looks. Above all it 
gives a clear unobstructed vertical view 
downwards which it’s cousin, the Minimax, 
shrouds with it’s shoulder wing configuration. 
Chocolat I was completed in 2003 largely with 
John Hamer’s (JH) expert assistance and 
contribution to modify the turtle deck and 
cabane quarter lights. At the time two identical 
Himaxes were being constructed, the other by 
John Penney (JP) down in Wales near Neath, 
with nearby Rhigos gliding club to eventually fly 
from. He had been instrumental in modifying 
various components and had produced the 
engineering drawings to satisfy the PFA’s 
requirements, which then applied to both our 
airframes and controls as approved 
modifications. 

Test flying and early flights passed off without 
any need for further modification, followed by 
many hours pleasurable flying, giving me 
exactly the kind of flying that I had dreamt of. 

However, on the fateful day of 30th August 
2005, JH and I had flown down to Rhigos to 
show JP the flying version of the plane he was 
still some way from completing. On leaving I 
stalled in a turn over the airfield and destroyed 
the aircraft and nearly myself as well. 

Once sufficiently recovered I gave serious 
thought to my future flying career. Despite the 
near fatal consequences I wanted to continue 
flying, helped by having no recollection of the 
event myself but two very reliable witnesses, 
JP and John Price at Rhigos airfield, who filled 
in the blanks so that  I was satisfied that their 
account together with the AAIB report, 

concluded that pilot error was to blame.  I have 
learnt a salutary lesson, and do not wish to 
repeat it, so I decided to start again, this time 
with a part built Minimax. After a couple of 
months work on it an enthusiastic flying couple 
made me an attractive offer, which I accepted. 
Left with an empty workshop at JH’s Hartpury 
base, a casual conversation with JP revealed 
that he would like to part with his Himax to me, 
which was excellent news. By then he had 
completed all the skeletal construction to a very 
high standard, all according to the same 
modifications as Chocolat I. So, last December 
I collected the airframe, comprising fuselage, 
wings, ailerons, tail feathers and undercarriage. 
Together with a quantity of instruments, tank, 
timber, Dacron, and nuts and bolts etc,  I began 
the task of completing the only aircraft I wished 
to fly again.

This time I was building ‘solo’ with JH looking 
over my shoulder with his critical Inspector’s 
eye, making sure I followed the plans and good 
building practice. I was to learn quickly that 
countless hours can be absorbed by working 
out the detail and application before actually 
doing the task. On some occasions it meant 
three steps forward and two back but slowly I 
progressed to the covering stage. I had 
covered the previous tail feathers on Chocolat 
1, but was by no means skilled at it.  So after a 
final briefing JH disappeared to Sun ’n Fun in 
Florida and I began covering the whole aircraft, 
completing it before he returned, somewhat to 
his surprise I felt!

The result, for me, was pretty fair for the first 
attempt, despite one or two minor glitches, 
which were recovered. Ironing the Dacron to 
tighten it was hair raising to begin with but soon 
the panels were harmonising to the same tune 
and the result looked good. I had to carry out 
this work in a large tent as the workshop was 

Chocolat I

Chocolat II
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required for repair work on a couple of 
Minimaxes, and conditions were far from ideal, 
but by degrees each task was completed and 
ticked off on the list written large on the board 
in the workshop. I left the engine installation 
until last, lining the engine bay with fire proofing 
prior to bolting down the new Rotax 447. I 
decided to retain the pull start option for 
reasons of weight (including bigger battery) 
cost and simplicity. Unlike Chocolat I the fuel 
tank is situated this time in the fuselage, not in 
the wing, where it had given the advantage of 
both gravity feed and a visual check of fuel 
level through the wing root in the cabane. The 
panel was designed to take 2 1/8 inch 
instruments which, though small, are more 
compact and are considerably lighter than the 
larger ones. 

The first full rigging was carried out before 
covering to establish dihedral, so the wing 
struts could be fitted and drilled. Control runs 
and cables were fitted and adjusted for fine 
tuning at a later stage. The choice of colour 
scheme was not difficult as I had Chocolat 1 as 
twin, so the only change was to reverse the 
fuselage colours which would help emphasise 

the profile from a distance. Also, the light 
coloured upper wing surface was retained 
again for good recognition from above. The 
choice of paint, as before, was simple. Sealing 
the open weave of the Dacron with Dulux silk 
emulsion, followed by a single coat of Dulux 
polyurethane, not only saves weight but had 
proved to be an excellent compromise. One 
trick is to colour code the undercoat to as near  
the top coat as possible, so disguising the 
inevitable scratches later on. 

So, the long list of minor tasks was coming to 
an end with the cockpit placards in place. A full 
tank of fuel and the fuselage chocked and tied 
down allowed me to complete the engine run-in 
period satisfactorily. JH completed his final 
inspection and the Application for a Flight 
release certificate was then sent to Francis 
Donaldson, to be approved very swiftly. 

So now, some five hundred hours after I began 
to complete JP’s project I have just received 
the PFA Permit Flight Release Certificate to 
test fly, which JH will do for the first five hours 
or so. I am looking forward to adding to the 80 
hours I enjoyed flying with Chocolat 1.

Fly-in Report by John Hamer

In view of the poor season, an extra 
Wednesday night fly in was squeezed in at 

the beginning of the month. The venue for this 
was the magnificent airfield on the Cotswolds 
owned by John & Sue Davis. A record fifteen 
aircraft turned up to enjoy John and Sue's 
hospitality.

Robbie gets more wings!

Robbie Keene always seems to be doing 
something new. He has recently converted 

on to three-axis using a C42 at Over. To 
celebrate he took Sue for a trip to Lands End 
(Sue has never been a flyer). Apparently bad 
weather caught up with them on the return 
journey and they had to spend the night at 
Eaglescott. Hopefully Sue enjoyed it and will be 
accompanying Robbie for further jaunts.

In addition to this Robbie and Rees came third 
in their class at the world microlight 
championships in the Czech Republic in 
August. Congratulations to them both! Robbie 
thought that this was a good performance given 
the high standard of the opposition.

The ‘Chocolat Office’
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Robbie was up the other night in the C42 with 
his son Timmy, and so was JH. Concerned that 
he might conflict as he was circuiting Over, 
Robbie called John to enquire where he was. 
"Cambridge^ was the reply - "He gone a long 
way in half an hour" was Timmy’s response" . 
Of course JH was over Cambridge by 
Slimbridge not the university town in East 
Anglia. This brings a timely reminder that the 
Slimbridge area is now "out of bounds" until 
next May, unless of course you overfly at 
greater than 4000ft or are a migrating bird. 
 
PFA change of name

Members of the PFA who are also Club 
members will have read that from January 

next year the Popular Flying Association will be 
changing it’s name to the Light Aircraft 
Association. The rationale behind the decision 
is quoted as “A straight forward inclusive name 
which distinguishes us from other UK 
recreational flying associations concerned with 
gliders, etc. A name which clearly describes 
what we are about, both to aviation folk and the 
general public.”

In Microlight Flying there is a comment that a 
BMAA member contacted the PFA asking for 
information about a propeller which the PFA 
had details of. The PFA refused to supply the 
information on the grounds that it was not in the 
interests of the PFA to do so.

Put these two scenarios next to each other and 
the impression given is that the PFA  wants to 
“go it alone”. Suggestions that there might be 
some liaison/amalgamation of the BMAA and 
the PFA now appear to be dead in the water. 
Wil this affect the position of the BMAA in the 
longer term especially with Europe playing an 
even greater part in regulating all matters 
aerial?

Dates for your Diary
24th - 25th November - SPLASH, the annual 
Microlight exhibition at the NEC, Hall 5. Entry 
price frozen at the 2006 level.

Acknowledgements
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and John Hancock and John Hamer for the 
fly-in reports.

Editor’s Note

Due to the Editor’s absence from the county 
over the last nine days, members and others 
receiving this newsletter by e-mail have the 
benefit of photos in this issue. The hard copies 
were prepared over a week ago and posted 
before the photos were available in a format 
suitable for the newsletter. Spread the word - 
the internet has its benefits!

Bill Austin (Editor)
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk
01684 833484


