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Editor’s Note

This Edition of the newsletter is being dispatched one week earlier than usual 
as the Editor will be away from base until the last week of the month.

The meeting is on Wednesday 20th.

This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 20th 
September

The Wednesday Fly-ins are now but a 
memory and our meetings from this month 

onwards will be at the Farmers’ Club in 
Gloucester. Myron Burak was to have been 
the speaker but work has sent him on a course 
so he is being re-scheduled. We are trying to 
make other arrangements for the evening but, 
at the time of going to press, no details are 
available.

_________

Quote of the Month

Flying. Whatever any other 
organism has been able to 

do man should surely be able to 
do also, though he may go a 
different way about it.— Samuel 

Butler

______________

Safety
Our Wednesday fly-in season 
seems to have passed off well 
from a safety point of view. The 
only mishap  was caused by 
bad weather conditions on the 
return journey to base after a 
fly-in when the weather had 
changed dramatically in the intervening period 
between take-off and landing. On the same 

evening other members experienced difficul-
ties in controlling their aircraft but all eventually 
landed safely .

________________

Fly-in Reports
Wednesday 12th July Club Treasure Hunt at 
Over Farm - hosted by Robbie Keene. 
Report by John Hamer.
I'm not sure how many actually took part but 
there were well over 20 aircraft at Over  to 

enjoy Robbie's hospitality.

Who won the treasure hunt? - 
well I did .. in the end!
Robbie set an aerial task of 
find finding where the friends of 
Daisy  the cow had left their 
droppings. Robbie presented 
us with a map on which was 
drawn the face of a cow - the 
outline was the route we were 
to follow to find muck heaps 
around the community - 
essentially to the north of Over. 
We were supplied with eight 
photographs of these and we 
were to mark on the map 
exactly where we spotted the 
relevant photo.  Once we 

returned to base, we were to land over a raised 
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John Hamer
Treasure Hunt Winner



tape and stop in a 100 metre box marked out 
on the strip at Over.

From my point of view, I only found two out of 
the eight muck heaps. However, I did land 
successfully over the tape and stopped in the 
box. As a result of my disappointing 
performance spotting the muck heaps, I didn't 
bother to submit my entry, particularly as the 
competitor in front of me claimed to have found 
all eight. Imagine my surprise when the 
following day Robbie phoned to say I was first 
equal with three others. Only Bruce and myself 
had landed in the box and neither of us had 
claimed any muck heaps, so we drew with 
another pair  - Phil Hanman and Adrian Burden  
- who had found some heaps but didn't land in 
the box. I would have won outright if I had just 
put my entry in.

A shoot out was organised for a few days later, 
but the conditions prevented this taking place 
and it was eventually decided at Chris Ball’s 
fly- in a couple of weeks later. Only Bruce and 
I competed to find who could land and stop 
shortest after crossing over a raised tape. Well, 
despite the MiniMax not being the best for this 
type of competition , I landed shorter and out 
braked Bruce.

____________________

Wednesday 19th July Hawling - hosted by 
Chris Ball
A fine evening saw 8 Aircraft arrive at Chris 
Ball’s Oxleaze venue to enjoy the scenery and 
especially juicy Cheese Burgers, Wine, Beer 
and all sorts of other things we aviators 
shouldn’t enjoy!

Out of 8 arrivals only 3 were Flexwings, yet 
again showing the trend towards 3 Axis flying. 
Even dyed in the wool Flexwing Pilot Mark 
Taylor turned up in Bernie Waycott’s Eurostar.

The highlight of the evening was the Fly-off  
between Bruce Drake and John Hamer for the 
Over Farm Treasure Hunt  Trophy. Organised 
by Robbie Keene, they had to stop in the 
shortest distance possible after crossing a 3ft 
finishing tape. JH in the MiniMax just stopped 
short of Bruce’s run by a head, so there was no 
requirement for a Photo Finish decider – Well 
done John.

___________________

Wednesdays - August

The least said the better about August. The 
weather changed suddenly from summer to 
some other season and  halted all organised 
aerial activity on Wednesday evenings. 
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An August to be remembered?

Fine Weather at Hawling

The “Shoot -out”
JH comes in over the tape



According to the Editor’s record there were 19 
possible evenings available for fly-ins up to the 
end of August. We actually managed to have 
nine successful evening fly-ins out of that 
number. On the whole not a bad achievement 
- 50% success. Our thanks are due to all the 
hosts who made their strips available and who 
provided refreshments for those attending. 
Our commiserations to those who were on 
“standby” and suffered at the hands of the 
weather - perhaps next year?

___________________

Airspace Alterations

New Control Zones and Control Areas 
came into force around Bristol and Cardiff 

Airports from 31st August 2006. The lateral 
limits are unchanged but upper limits are 
increased.
Both ATC’s will continue to provide radar and 
non-radar services  within the local area. Filton 
LARS will continue to operate. Three existing 
VRP’s for Bristol are withdrawn and 12 new 
VRP’s are established.
These changes are incorporated in the new 
edition of the half-mil chart for Southern 
England (Edition 32A) which should now be 
available. As these changes are close to home 
it will be in your interest to invest in the new 
edition of the map - apart from the requirement 
to have the current edition with you when flying.

___________________

Internet

The Editor must own up to having slipped up 
unintentionally when using the Internet 

recently. A suspicious e-mail appeared in the 
Inbox and, in the course of deleting other 
unwanted communications, the programme 
automatically opened the one already 
identified as “doubtful”. I immediately smelt a 
rat, closed the application down and ran an 
anti-virus scan of the whole hard drive. Sure 
enough it found a virus and isolated it.

This just serves to emphasise the need for a 
good anti-virus programme which is kept up-
to-date. When was the last time you “cleaned” 
your computer?

___________________

For Sale

Mainair Gemini Flash flexwing, Rotax 447, 
yellow pod, red/white wing, permit. Offers 

around £1650 to John Caffull. Tel: 01452 
700565

*********************

Pegasus Q 462, G-MYTH, very well main- 
tained. Upgrades include Ivoprop three 

blade propeller, Rotax rectifier and battery set, 
radio interface, carb heat and more. Engine 
overhaul 97 hours, replaced points, main coil, 
HT coil, fuel pump gaskets, water pump 
gaskets and plug leads. Many parts renewed 
and re-fitted at GS Aviation. Yellow trike, blue 
seats, wing to suit. Trike cover, prop covers, 
wing bag, batten profile, engine details, wing 
trolley. A treat to fly. Will have new permit. I 
have additional images of instruments and 
engine ready to e-mail to interested purchasers. 
£4000. Contact Phil Hanman, Work 01452 
883121, Mob 07970 002135, Home 01452 
415589 

*************************                               

CFM Shadow CD DCSI (Rotax 503) in very 
good condition, all mods complied with and 

in regular use. TTE 500 (engine re-built by SFC 
112 hours ago) TTAF 595. Crosbie 
undercarriage. Wheel spats and undercarriage 
fairings. Twin strobes, slipper tank, recent 
Arplast propeller (£800+), Elba fuel computer.

Feature instrument panel. A2 Icom radio with 
Lynx intercom, Lynx headsets x 2, Garmin 
GPS. Full permit on purchase. Ready to fly for 
£8250 ono. Contact Dick Osler 07851 750291 
(mobile)

****************************
Editor’s Note
The title photo was thought to be appropriate for 
this month. Yes, it’s harvest. Time to harvest all 
the trips and memories of the past four months 
of fly-ins and trips in the talks at our monthly 
meetings. Would you be willing to do a small 
slot at one of our meetings? If so contact John 
Hamer or Mr Bumble and you will get all the 
help you need. We want to hear your stories!
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