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This month’s meeting – Wednesday 15th 
September – it’s catch-up time! 
This month we return to our usual venue, 
the Farmers’ Club in Gloucester. 
Unfortunately “the best laid plans….“ – you 
know the rest. We had hoped to have had a 
speaker to get us off to a good start for the 
winter but things have conspired against us. 
So we now have a chance to catch up with 
each other and mull over what we have 
been doing and where we have been since 
the May meeting.  
 
Please note that Bill Austin will not be at the 
meeting as he will be “out of County” until at 
least 25th of the month. Anyone requiring a 
signature in their log book should contact 
him after this date. 
 
Safety 
By this stage of the flying season we all 
ought to be on automatic with all the flying 
that we have done but therein lies a 
problem. Should we ever be “on automatic”? 
Flying inherently involves an element of risk 
and, as good aviators, we should be taking 
every step to minimise this each time we fly. 
However, it takes a conscious and positive 
effort to pre-flight thoroughly and to 
concentrate on the landing back at base as 
well as keeping a good look-out when we 
are aloft. If things appear to be too easy and 
you feel really relaxed about flying, beware. 
Your aeroplane might be about to change 

from a pussycat into a tiger and decide to 
bite you when you least expect it. You 
cannot afford to say “Well, that was a good 
flight” until you have landed, taxied in and 
stopped the engine. Complacency in flying 
kills! 
 

Safety 2 by Barbara Austin 
Be glad to have your permit done. Adrian 
has just saved my life by finding a damaged 
cross tube tensioning cable. The problem 
was hiding away inside the wing – an 
accident waiting to happen. I’m very lucky 
that I’m still here to tell the tale. Thank you 
Ad! 
 

Attention Rotax 912 owners 
A recent Quik incident has occurred where a 
cross channel bound pilot experienced an 
engine out after losing all oil from a 
detached oil cooler hose. This happened at 
5000ft, luckily before leaving the UK high 
tide line and the pilot made a successful 
dead stick landing. However it appears that 
this is not the first 912 engined aircraft 
where oil has been lost in this way. Would 
you all care to check or ask owners of any 
912 engined aircraft, but Quik owners in 
particular, to check that:-  
 
1. Any jubilee clip secured oil cooler hoses 
are pushed far enough onto the oil cooler 
pipe to be sure of their security, 
approximately 45mm. 



2. That the jubilee clip is sited within 10mm 
of the end of the hose but fully and well over 
the underlying oil cooler pipe. and  
 
3 That the jubilee clip is tightened correctly 
then is wire locked to the oil cooler metal 
hose to resist any tendency that the hose 
will work off the cooler pipe. This potential 
problem has been recognised by 
manufacturer who is in the process of 
issuing an SB to address this issue. Could 
you make a note of any aircraft whose hose 
you find that appears to have been 
migrating off the cooler pipe. 
 
Quote of the Month 
“In flying I have learned that carelessness 
and overconfidence are usually far more 
dangerous than deliberately accepted risks.” 
— Wilbur Wright in a letter to his father, 
September 1900. 
 
Cheddar MW Fly-in or Fastest taxi 
service by 3 by Phil Hanman 
On Sunday I took the opportunity to fly in a 
new Sky Ranger to Cheddar, I must say 
“what a treat” climb rate, stability, quiet, 
cruise speed 75mph, all spot on and 
powered by a 912 Rotax engine. We arrived 
at Cheddar in under the hour; overhead join 
and land in the middle of a huge field. We 
taxied to the far end of the field and parked 
up with the other planes. The tea pot hot we 
participated in a cup of tea and a bit of 
banter with members and other guests while 
watching the proceedings. An Xair arrived 
with a Verner 1400cc engine powering it 
giving rise to a lot of interest. Some 
interesting manoeuvres in an MW by Toby 
overhead and then the show stopper for 
sure. Taxing to the far end of the field for a 
take off came a well know MW blue in colour 
2 persons on board. Lined up, full power, 
rolling, front wheel up, - oh ah! - bit of a 
wobble from the back wheels, no take off, 
track running out, throttle back, stop and 
turn back to the start. Undeterred, line up 
once again set a little more into wind, full 
power rolling, front wheel rises but without 
the rear wheels leaving the ground, ah, track 

running out power off, brakes on, stop and 
turn for back track for a third try. Comment 
from the on-looking members, “got a lot of 
bottle for an old boy” all agreed. Lined up full 
power, rolling, front wheel held down this 
time as plane, pilot and passenger speed 
down the runway. He’s up! No he’s down!, 
Ya, no. Track running out, power off, brakes 
on, turn and taxi back to the top of the field. 
Parked up both pilot and passenger 
disembarked no worse for wear. A prize for 
the fastest taxi service on the field was 
proposed which gave rise to smiles all 
round. No harm done to plane or 
proceedings (may be a little dent in his 
pride) but still pilot enough to know when not 
to go is the better option. Reason? Two big 
men on a hot clear day some 800 feet 
above sea level “may be”. Our pilot returned 
to our viewing group where he was greeted 
with “Nice try!” smiles and a little red in the 
face, bless. Our return journey in the Sky 
Ranger took us due west as far as the 
Bristol channel - just south of Weston Super 
Mare - over our turn point and then due 
north up the channel and over the 2 bridges 
onto Over. Our landing fine. The perfect 
ending to a great day’s flying.  
 
Bristol Balloon Fiesta by Barbara Austin 
For years we had been promising ourselves 
that we would go and this year we made it. 
(We have had 25 previous chances as it’s 
now in its 26th year!) 
 

 
Churchill 

 



Despite the inclement weather we saw all 
the major features over just two days – 
couldn’t face the crowds for the whole four 
days! The first evening we saw the tethered 
ascent of “shapes” Churchill” (see picture) 
captured the day though the “Monster” and 
the “Scotsman” (whiskey) were impressive.  

 
Monster” and friends! 

 

 
Night Glow 

 
We waited along with hundreds of others to 
see the “Night Glow” when approximately 30 
tethered balloons were all illuminated by 

bursts of their burners – and this roughly to 
music. The evening ended with an excellent 
firework display. 
 
Next morning we saw a massed balloon 
ascent and I counted over a hundred 
balloons followed by a tethered take-off of 
(Richard Branson’s?) space ship followed by 
a visitation from an airship which landed and 
then flew off again. All this within the space 
of an hour and a half. All in all a worthwhile 
visit and certainly something to remember. 
 
Internet  
In the latter part of August the editor’s anti-
virus system swung into action on two 
separate days with the warning that a virus 
had been detected. It was one of the “My 
Doom” varieties and was successfully dealt 
with. Both took the form of an apparent  
returned e-mail from a source to which no 
mail had been sent and which purported to 
have found that there was something wrong 
with his system. The mail suggested that 
this fault should be corrected immediately by 
downloading the attached patch. If you get 
the same invitation resist it or you will regret 
it! 
 
On the radio a few days after there was an 
item relating to a scam whereby the number 
you dial to connect to your Internet Service 
Provider is altered to one of the 0900 or 
other premium rate numbers. You don’t find 
out about this until the next phone bill! 
Apparently with some of these programmes 
even just closing them downloads the 
software which will alter the number dialled. 
To check the number you are dialling go to 
Start, Settings, Control Panel then click on 
Internet Options, Connections Settings and 
then Properties. You should then see the 
telephone number that the computer dials to 
connect you to the internet. It’s worth 
checking as you may unwittingly be 
connecting via a number in Nigeria or 
another far-flung destination at £2.00 per 
minute or more ! 



Hartpury Fly-in 
The first day of September provided perfect 
evening flying which resulted in about 12 
aircraft flying in to Hartpury for what might 
be the last Wednesday evening fly-in of this 
year. A variety of aircraft were represented – 
Kitfox, Sky Ranger, MW, Pegasus and 
Mainair flexwings. Refreshments were 
provided “al fresco”by John Hamer. 
 
One still to come 
The weather prevented completion of the 
intended fly-in programme and Mark Taylor 
has offered to host a Saturday fly-in at 
Spence Airfield (Eastbach) when the 
weather is favourable. Notification will be by 
e-mail as for the Wednesday fly-ins – watch 
this space (for those on e-mail, of course!) 
 
Hot Landing 
At times we all over-cook our approach and 
find that the runway seems to have got 
shorter! Take note of this conversation 
allegedly heard on the RT in America. 
A DC-10 had come in a little hot and thus 
had an exceedingly long roll out after 
touching down. 
San Jose Tower Noted: "American 751, 
make a hard right turn at the end of the 
runway, if you are able. If you are not able, 
take the Guadalupe exit off Highway 101, 
make a right at the lights and return to the 
airport." 
 
The Goose is getting fat 
I know it’s early but thoughts are turning to 
the December meeting and arrangements to 
be made if the Club wants something other 
than a normal meeting. In the past few years 
we have tried a number of variations on a 
theme with different degrees of success and 
levels of attendance. We have asked before 
and received an apathetic response, or 
none at all, but your Committee would really 
like to know what members would prefer to 
do. Do you want a formal meal? Do you 
want music? If so, what are you willing to 
pay for it bearing in mind all the other 
seasonal parties and commitments? Have 
you any suggestions polite or otherwise? 

Please say something or e-mail your 
thoughts to me! 
 
Dates for your diary 
27th – 28th November International 
Airsports Exhibition, Telford 
 

Micro-Air Services – Shobdon 
 
We offer the following range of services:- 
 
All BMAA and PFA permit renewals 
Both 2 and 4 stroke engine overhauls and 
rebuilds by approved engineer for both 
Rotax and Jabiru engines 
Advice and help with kit built aircraft 
Aircraft rebuilds for insurance purposes and 
private individuals 
Full workshop facilities which can be hired 
for kit building 
 
Contact Adrian Lloyd on:- 
01568 708927 (Workshop)  
01885 482504 (Home)  
07787 847064 (Mobile) 

 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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