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This month’s meeting 
We will meet as usual at the Farmers’ Club 
for a social get-together as we have not 
been able to obtain a speaker. A video will 
be available. 
December Meeting 
In the absence of comments from Members 
the Committee has decided that the 
December meeting will again be a 
Christmas meal at our usual venue. The 
cost is currently estimated to be about £15 
per head and will be subsidised for 
members only by an amount to be decided. 
Every member will be entitled to two tickets 
at the subsidised rate and any extra tickets 
requested will charged at the full rate. It is 
hoped to provide some light after dinner 
entertainment but this will not take the form 
of loud music as in the past two years. 
New Members 
Two new members have joined the Club in 
the last month – Philip Whitmore and Berni 
Waycott. They share a Thruster T600N and 
were seen at JH’s strip on the evening of the 
September committee meeting. We 
welcome them to the Club and look forward 
to seeing them at our meetings. 
Internet 
We hear a lot about viruses transmitted via 
e-mail and your Editor is suspicious about 
some that he has found in his Inbox 
recently. On two occasions there has been 
mail purporting to come from Microsoft 
addressed to “Microsoft Customer”. The e-
mail has an attachment which is said to be a 

security patch. Now, all my reading of 
computer magazines tells me that Microsoft 
NEVER sends out patches by e-mail but 
publishes an update which is available from 
the company Web site. If you have Windows 
ME or XP these updates are downloaded 
automatically from that site and you are 
informed that they are ready to review and 
install if you wish. My conclusion, therefore, 
is that the e-mail is a possible virus carrier 
and I have deleted it without opening it. I 
would be interested to hear if anyone has 
actually opened the attachment and what 
has then happened.  
Weather to Fly? 
A new supercomputer 'will revolutionise 
weather forecasting' it is claimed. Data from 
the world's biggest computer could soon 
bring about a major change in forecasting 
the world's weather. Researchers expect the 
giant Earth Simulator to provide the first 
reliable long-term predictions of major 
storms, heatwaves and cold snaps.  
As a result countries will be better prepared 
for the extreme effects of global warming. 
For Britain, it could mean weather such as 
this summer's heatwave, or the heavy rains 
of 2000, is less likely to take the country by 
surprise.  
The Earth Simulator takes up as much 
space as four tennis courts and consists of 
640 "nodes", each one equivalent to an 
individual computer, linked together by 
83,000 high speed cables.  
The computer is 40 times faster than any 



other machine in operation in the world. It 
will enable scientists to tell years in advance 
whether storms or droughts can be 
expected in specific regions of the Earth.  
The results show that, for the first time, our 
climate models can be run at resolutions 
capable of capturing severe weather events 
such as intense depressions, hurricanes 
and major rainstorms. Importantly for the 
UK, more confident predictions will be 
possible of increases in damaging storms 
and extremes in temperature, and what their 
regional impacts will be.  
The best supercomputers to date have only 
been able to predict far off weather trends in 
regions no smaller than 250 square 
kilometres. The Earth Simulator takes this 
resolution down to 10 square kilometres - 
small enough to encompass individual storm 
systems. 
(Is it asking too much to think that it might 
be possible in future to look at the weather 
forecast for three weeks time and 
confidently plan to go flying? Ed) 
Quote of the Month 
Lovers of air travel find it exhilarating to 
hang poised between the illusion of 
immortality and the fact of death— 
Alexander Chase, 'Perspectives,' 1966 
Medical Forms 
In the past I have been able to supply 
members with copies of the pink medical 
form when their medical revalidation has 
been due. However, things have now 
changed and these forms are obsolete. It is 
now necessary to obtain the new NPPL. 
medical forms either from the BMAA or by 
downloading a copy from the Internet This is 
achieved by logging on to www.nppl.uk.com 
and then clicking through “Medical”, 
“UKNPPL” and then on “Medical declaration 
with explanatory notes for pilots and their 
GP’s”. This will download the document in 
PDF form using Adobe Acrobat Reader and 
it can then be printed out. The BMAA. would 
appreciate it if you would enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope when requesting a 
copy of the forms thus reducing their own 
costs and ultimately the need to increase 
the membership fee. When the document 

has been signed by the doctor and yourself 
send a copy of it to the BMAA to complete 
the process  
The new medical standards are based upon 
the DVLA standards for drivers. In order to 
carry passengers you must have a level of 
fitness to enable the doctor to certify you for 
group two – professional driving. If you do 
not meet this standard then you will only be 
certified to fly solo or, if you take a 
passenger, your passenger must be a pilot 
qualified to fly the type of aircraft being 
used. 
Safety 
When did you last check the changes on the 
quarter-mil chart for Southern England? 
Here are a few of the local changes 
gathered from the CAA website 

5376 29/08/2002 Delete Chedworth 
Hang/Para Winch Launch 
site at Posn 514845N 
0015636W 

5845 20/01/2003 Amend Gloucestershire 
aerodrome elev to 101 ft 

6183 21/05/2003 VFR Changed detail Add 
single unlit obstacle 
Ledbury Posn 515922N 
0022135W 634(460) 

6284 24/06/2003 Delete single unlit enroute 
obstacle Great Malvern 
Posn 520656N 0021953W 
843(302) 

Dates for your Diary 
6th –7th December Telford show and BMAA 
AGM 
17th December Club Christmas meal at the 
Farmers’ Club with entertainment. 
14th January 2004 Club AGM your chance 
to influence what happens in the coming 
year. 
Editor’s Note (Plea!) 
Contributions for Airscrew are urgently 
needed - any format or length acceptable. 
 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  

http://www.nppl.uk.com/
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