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This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday

16th November

This month our speaker is Darren

Lewington the Gloucester Airport

Manager who will give a talk on the Jet

Age Museum that will be based at

Gloucester Airport (Staverton). The talk

will cover progress on the building that

will house the exhibits, and what will be

exhibited. We will be starting at 8.00pm.

Dick Osler also wishes to talk about

arrangements for next month’s meeting

- the annual Christmas Party.

Quote of the Month

“My airplane is quiet, and for a

moment still an alien, still a

stranger to the ground, I am home.”—

Richard Bach

Two proposed Fly-outs

1. Cosford

Earlier in the year Dick organised a

fly-out to RAF Cosford. He is hoping

to arrange another visit there for those

who did not manage to be included in the

first trip and for any who wish to make a

return visit.

2. Deenethorpe Aerodrome

The Red Kite Cafe at Deenethorpe

Aerodrome (Northampton) have

organised a Pre-Christmas Fly-in to be

held on Saturday 3rd December 2011

(reserve date 10 December 2011). Dick

would like to coordinate a visit by Club

members to this event.

If you are interested in either of these

two fly-outs please contact Dick as soon

as possible  - 01242-261673 or

<richard.riverleys@btinternet.com>.

The Flying Show

The last weekend of this month sees

microlighting and other airsports

gathered at the NEC, Birmingham for the

annual show. All the publicity to date

seems to indicate that the show will be

bigger and better than ever.

One important change this year is that in

order to get discounted admission

BMAA members have to present the

voucher enclosed with the latest

edition of Microlight Flying. Your

BMAA membership card alone will NOT

entitle you to any discount. Forget your

wallet, forget your Christmas wish list but

do not forget the voucher!

The BMAA AGM will be held on the

Saturday

A New Record

Some members might recall that a few

years ago we had as our speaker

Edwin Shackleton. At that time he had

broken the record for flying in the

greatest variety of aircraft and he was

then in his seventies. Now he has
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powered, glided and roared into the

record books after travelling on over 200

modes of transport - aged 84.

He has enjoyed the delights of a

microlight, hot air balloon, pony and

trap, Segway, hovercraft, punt and

rickshaw.

Apparently, he spent nearly three years

notching up the record that has also seen

him ride on a tank, a motorised bicycle,

yacht, gyroplane and quad bike. Quite an

achievement for an OAP!

The Future?

With the end of the year in sight it is

time to start thinking ahead. After

the excitement of our Christmas party

January will see us at the Club AGM

reviewing the past year and considering

what we should do in the year ahead. It

is also a time when the you, the

members, have a specific opportunity to

voice your thoughts on what has

happened in the past year and to make

suggestions for the coming year.

In past years members have seemed

very "backward at coming forward" when

asked for comments or suggestions.

Remember that it is your club and that,

within reason, the committee will try to

act upon your suggestions.

Safety

The recent deaths of two pilots of the

Red Arrows display team must

concentrate our thoughts on our own

activities. None of us are immune to

equipment failure or lack of

concentration leading to an unsafe

situation. Preparation, pre-flight

checking and planning, an understanding

of our own physical limitations and

alertness while flying all serve to reduce

the element of risk, uncertainty and

surprise. Flying and many other activities

can never be 100% safe but we can take

action to reduce to a minimum as many

of the “risk” factors as possible.

Dates for your Diary

26 - 27 November –The Flying Show,

NEC Birmingham

27th March – 1st April 2012 – Sun ‘n

Fun, Lakeland, Florida

5th – 6th May 2012 – Microlight Trade

Fair and Fly-in – Popham Airfield

23rd – 29th July 2012 – EAA

AirVenture, Oshcosh, Wisconsin, USA

31st August –2nd September 2012 –

LAA Rally

Two photos to dispel the November

gloom!
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