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Steve Slade busy raising money

This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 

19th November

This month’s meeting will feature a talk 

by Adrian Lloyd on his trip to Poland in 

his Alpi 300. We will be starting at 8.00pm.

Quote of the Month

“Unlike the boundaries of the sea by 

the shorelines, the "ocean of air" 

laps at the border of every state, city, 

town and home throughout the world”. 

-Welch Pogue

Help for Heroes - John Hamer reports

Many you will have read in the MF 

magazine this month about Steve 

Slade's incredible achievement in 

September of landing at 114 airfields in 

one day. He was doing it to raise 

awareness and 

money for the 

worthy charity set up 

to  support our 

injured servicemen.

Total raised in the 

order of £5,500 with 

an amazing £670 

from club members.

Some brief facts of 

his expedition are as follows:-

He started at 0710hrs and finished at 

1715hrs, flying a total of 8hrs 50mins. He 

used 104 litres of fuel, giving a 

consumption of 11.8 litres per hour. The 

total distance he travelled  was 691 miles 

giving an average speed of 78mph. Steve 

will be revealing further details of how he 

planned his journey, the problems he had 

and how he carried out the task in a talk 

that he is scheduled to give the club early 

in the New Year. Finally, Steve has asked 

that his sincere thanks be passed on to 

everybody who helped or contributed to 

making his expedition successful and 

worthwhile.

Another planning triumph

Readers of “Loop” will have noticed 

that a farmer in Essex has won a 

victory against the local authority which 

tried to close his private airstrip. The 

Council drew a line around his farm and 

demanded an end to ALL aviation activity 

– that included even keeping parts on the 

property. Two 

points of note were 

that the local 

authority had not 

included aviation 

or sport flying in 

their local plan and 

that the planning 

inspector stated 

that because, by 

definition, flying 

could not take 

place in a town it had to take place in 

rural areas. 

This is quite a victory and worth bearing 

in mind if challenged about the use of any 

of our own strips.
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Jetman

In a previous issue there was an article 

about Yves Rossy, a Swissair captain, 

who strapped a wing on to his back 

attached to which were four small jet 

engines. He then jumped out of a plane 

at altitude, ignited the engines and shot 

across the sky at 120mph.  When the fuel 

ran out he parachuted back to earth. Now 

he has completed a crossing of the 

Channel from France to Dover. 

Apparently his next objective is to fly 

across the Grand Canyon and then to be 

able to accomplish a ground take-off in 

his wingsuit. (Brings back memories of 

Long Marston and Ben Ashman and his 

jet powered Doodlebug! - Ed)

Microlight Registrations

Some figures on UK registered aircraft 

gleaned from the recent issue of Loop 

indicate that microlights make up 22.6% 

of the UK fleet. This makes us the second 

largest group of registered aircraft in the 

UK. The largest group was fixed wing, 

which I assume does not include fixed 

wing microlights. No other group come 

close to our total figure. Following this 

through it would appear that our voice 

could be heard quite loudly in 

consultations over future legislation and 

control by Europe if only we stirred 

ourselves enough when asked to 

comment. The future could be black (not 

Orange!) if we do not avail ourselves of 

the opportunities given.

SPLASH 2008 - 29th - 30th November

Yes, it’s that time of year again and a 

visit to the NEC at Birmingham 

beckons. This is one show that the 

weather (apart from snow!) will not 

cancel. Advance publicity indicates that 

the show will be bigger and better than 

last year when it took up a small space in 

a large hall. Do not forget to take your 

BMAA membership card with you to get 

entry at a discounted price.

CAP 774 -UK Flight Information 

Services - Class F and G airspace

A new document has been published 

by the CAA – CAP 774 –relating to the 

provision of Air Traffic Services within 

Class F (Advisory Routes) and G (Open 

Airspace) airspace. The following is 

quoted from the introduction in the 

document.

“With effect from 12 March 2009, these 

services (excluding aerodrome services) 

will be the only ATS provided in Class F/G 

airspace within the UK Flight Information 

Region (FIR). Therefore this document is 

equally applicable to all civilian and 

military pilots, who operate in Class F/G 

airspace, and to all controllers/Flight 

Information Service Officers (FISOs) who 

provide an ATS to them. Where notified, 

the UK FIS are also provided to aircraft in 

airspace where the background airspace 

classification may be other than Class 

F/G, e.g. active Managed Danger Areas 

and Temporary Reserved Areas.”

There will be four types of service 

available to aircraft – Basic, Traffic, 

Deconfliction and Procedural. In 

simple terms a Basic Service will be 

provided with the other three services 

being “add-ons” if required and if 

available. I have used bold type to 

emphasise responsibilities as set out in 

CAP 774.  It must be emphasised that 

this is essentially an outline of the new 

provisions and excludes much of the  

detailed information in CAP 774. If you 

want detail then go to the CAA website 

and download the publication - 

<www.caa.co.uk>.

Basic Service

A Basic Service provides advice and 

information useful for the safe and 

efficient conduct of flights e.g. weather 

information, changes of serviceability of 

facilities, conditions at aerodromes, 

general airspace activity information, and 

any other information likely to affect 
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safety. The avoidance of other traffic 

is solely the pilot’s responsibility.

Basic Service relies on the pilot avoiding 

other traffic, unaided by 

controllers/FISOs. It is essential that a 

pilot receiving this service remains alert 

to the fact that, unlike a Traffic Service 

and a Deconfliction Service, the 

provider of a Basic Service is not 

required to monitor the flight.

On initial contact the controller/FISO may 

provide traffic information in general 

terms to assist with the pilot’s situational 

awareness. This will not normally be 

updated by the controller/FISO 

unless the situation has changed 

markedly, or the pilot requests an 

update. A pilot who considers that he 

requires such a regular flow of specific 

traffic information shall request a Traffic 

Service. However, if a controller/FISO 

considers that a definite risk of collision 

exists, a warning may be issued to the 

pilot.

Traffic Service

Basic Service PLUS traffic information to 

assist the pilot in avoiding other traffic. 

Controllers may provide headings and/or 

levels for the purposes of positioning 

and/or sequencing; however, the 

controller is not required to achieve 

deconfliction minima, and the 

avoidance of other traffic is 

ultimately the pilot’s responsibility.

The controller shall pass traffic 

information on relevant traffic, and shall 

update the traffic information if it 

continues to constitute a definite hazard, 

or if requested by the pilot. 

Deconfliction Service

Basic Service PLUS specific surveillance 

derived traffic information, headings 

and/or levels aimed at achieving planned 

deconfliction minima against all 

observed aircraft in Class F/G airspace, 

or for positioning and/or sequencing. 

However, the avoidance of other 

traffic is ultimately the pilot’s 

responsibility.

Procedural Service

Basic Service PLUS vertical, lateral, 

longitudinal and time instructions, which 

if complied with, shall achieve 

deconfliction minima against other 

aircraft participating in the 

Procedural Service. Neither traffic 

information nor deconfliction advice can 

be passed with respect to unknown traffic.

The controller shall provide traffic 

information, if it is considered that a 

confliction may exist, on aircraft being 

provided with a Basic Service and those 

where traffic information has been 

passed by another ATS unit; however, 

there is no requirement for 

deconfliction advice to be passed, 

and the pilot is wholly responsible 

for collision avoidance. The controller 

may, subject to workload, also provide 

traffic information on other aircraft 

participating in the Procedural Service, in 

order to improve the pilot’s situational 

awareness.

A controller shall provide deconfliction 

instructions by allocating levels, radials, 

tracks, and time restrictions, or use pilot 

position reports, aimed at achieving a 

planned deconfliction minima from other 

aircraft to which the controller is 

providing a Procedural Service in Class 

F/G airspace.

The following paragraphs set out the  

planned deconfliction minima which 

the controller is required to achieve 

under the “Deconfliction Service”.

The deconfliction minima against unco-

ordinated traffic are:

� 5NM laterally (subject to surveillance 

capability and regulatory approval); or

� 3000 ft vertically and, unless SSR Mode 

3A indicates that the Mode C data has 

been verified, the surveillance returns, 

however presented, should not merge.
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The deconfliction minima against aircraft 

that are under the control of the same 

controller, or that have been subject to 

co-ordination, are:

� 3NM laterally (subject to surveillance 

capability and regulatory approval); or

� 1000 ft vertically; or

� 500 ft vertically (subject to regulatory 

approval).

High controller workload or RTF loading 

may reduce the ability of the controller to 

pass deconfliction advice and the 

timeliness of such information. 

Furthermore, unknown aircraft may 

make unpredictable or high-energy 

manoeuvres. Consequently, it is 

recognised that controllers cannot 

guarantee to achieve these deconfliction 

minima; however, they shall apply all 

reasonable endeavours.

The pilot shall inform the controller if he 

elects not to act on the controller’s 

deconfliction advice. The pilot then 

accepts responsibility for initiating any 

subsequent collision avoidance against 

that particular conflicting aircraft. 

However, the controller is not prevented 

from passing further information in 

relation to the conflicting traffic if in his 

opinion it continues to constitute a 

definite hazard.

(Editor’s Note:- There you have it in a 

nutshell (that’s when compared with the 

original document!) Bear in mind that 

this only applies to Class F and G 

airspace. In the absence of other 

information the existing procedures for 

other classes of airspace remain 

unaltered. Depending on the equipment 

available to the controller not all services 

will be available from all ATC units. In all 

cases you, as PIC, are responsible for the 

safety of yourself, your passengers and 

your aircraft - in other words, make use 

of these services to enhance your safety 

in the air.)  

Next Month’s Meeting

This will be the Christmas Party with 

food provided. There will be the usual 

photographic competitions for members. 

Categories will be:- Air to air, air to 

ground, ground to air and ground only. 

Photos do not have to be mounted or 

presented in any particular way. It’s 

having a large number to judge (and 

reminisce over) which is more important. 

The Editor will try to select some photos 

submitted by members for inclusion in 

Airscrew for you to decide who will be the 

“SVMC Photographer of the Year”. John 

Hamer is rumoured to be organising 

another competition so there will be 

plenty to exercise the “little grey cells”!

Dates for your diary

29th – 30th November – SPLASH at 

the NEC, Birmingham. 

16th January 2009 – SVMC Annual 

General Meeting at the Farmers’ Club. 

25th – 27th July 2009– Bleriot 100. 

Mass microlight crossing of the English 

Channel to mark Louis Bleriot’s 100th 

anniversary. Contact: Frank Spiniello 

frankspiniello@hotmail.co.uk At the 

moment appears to be well subscribed.
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