
Severn Valley Microlight Club

Airscrew

November 2006
This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 15th 
November

This month we are to be entertained by 
Myron Burak who will be telling us about his 

Fly UK trip with Bruce Drake earlier this year. 
Having spoken to Bruce I got the impression 
that there were few parts of the UK that they did 
not visit or pass over! It should be an 
interesting evening. We would hope to start 
around 8.30pm.

----------------------------------
New BMAA Chief Executive

The following announcement was made on 
25th October by Keith Negal.

“Following the announcement of Chris 
Finnigan's departure to the CAA,  the BMAA 
Council has appointed Geoff Weighell as the 
association's Chief Executive. Geoff, a past 
Chairman of the BMAA, brings to the post over 
20 years and 9000 hours of microlighting 
experience, together with an unrivalled 
knowledge of licensing through his time as 
Chairman of the Panel of Examiners and 
BMAA representative on the NPPL Steering 
Committee.”
We send our congratulations to Geoff  and wish 
him well in his new post.

--------------------------------
Quote of the Month

“A single lifetime, even though entirely 
devoted to the sky, would not be enough 

for the study of so vast a subject. A time will 
come when our descendants will be amazed 
that we did not know things that are so plain to 
them.”
— Seneca, Book 7, first century AD

Christmas Meeting - Advance Notice

We will be holding a photo competition 
again this year so sort out a photo or two 

from your collection and bring them along to 
the meeting. The only qualification is that the 
photo should be aviation related and have 
been taken by a Club member.

We will also be asking you to judge a selection 
of photos which have either been submitted to 
the Editor or actually used in Airscrew in the 
past. The winner will be crowned Airscrew Club 
Photographer 2006. The winning entries in 
both competitions will be published in the 
January newsletter.

-----------------------------------
Photo Call

The year’s end is approaching and our 
Chairman is again preparing to produce the 

annual CD containing a compendium of issues 
of Airscrew plus photos taken during 2006 by 
Club members. He asks all members to send 
him their photos as soon as possible preferably 
on a disc but also by e-mail or snail mail. Some 
members may have video of fly-ins and he 
would like copies of these too.

---------------------------------
Radio Licences

If you obtained your Flight Radiotelephony 
Licence before the year 2000 you can skip 

this paragraph as your licence was granted for 
life. However, for any member who obtained 
their licence after 2000, you might have to 
renew it as licences were only issued for five 
years. Renewal will cost you nothing more than 
the effort to complete a form, provide evidence 
from your log book that you have exercised 
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your privileges (done the minimum hours?) and 
submit it to the CAA. It is possible to ask for the 
re-validated licence to run for ten years. If you 
have gone over the five year time span by a 
year or more you are required to re-sit the 
exam to re-validate your licence. Check your 
paperwork now!

---------------------------------
Time to go North again

Next month - 2nd and 3rd December -  sees 
the annual gathering at the NEC for the 

Sport and Leisure Exhibition. Your opportunity 
to SPLASH out on some new goodies (if you 
see what I mean!). Remember to take your 
BMAA membership card with you to get 
reduced entry to the exhibition (five pounds 
instead of ten!) but also be prepared to pay a 
princely sum to park your car. Last year it was 
£7 for the day so your guess is as good as mine 
as to what it will be this year. In view of this it 
might pay to have a full car load to make the 
trip more economic if costs are shared.

---------------------------------
A November Day Out by Alan Coulon

Tuesday 31st October: got a call from Adrian 
Burden - would I like to accompany him on 

a day’s flying? Meet at Bulley International at 
0700 on Wednesday 1st November.

Airborne at 0740, our track 1800 to Limpley 
Stoke then on to Weston Zoyland. Contacted 
Yeovilton North overhead Weston Zoyland with 
a new heading straight to Dunkeswell where 
we were instructed to join downwind for 05R. 
Sitting down to a full English by 0900.

Having taken on 20 litres of Avgas we were 
aloft again at 1045. Doglegged around the 
danger zone and joined overhead at Bodmin 
for 03L. After a cup of tea and a chat to a local 
pilot we set off for Eaglescott via Winkleigh. We 
were slightly bemused on joining Eaglescott 
since overhead we were told 08L when aircraft 
doing touch and goes were using 08R.

After a cup of tea and taking on 20 litres of 
Total, Adrian obliged Pete, resident QUIK CFI, 
with a couple of circuits in the GT450. He 
seemed impressed.

Up in the air again by 1505 for a long leg home 
via Weston Zoyland contacting Yeovilton at 
Taunton and Bristol Radar at Glastonbury. 
They kept checking our position etc. Then at 

Colerne and 2500 feet where we were informed 
of three aircraft on a reciprocal heading passing 
underneath, one of which was a twin Cessna 
and the other two Grobs. We landed back at 
1650. Due to a fairly strong headwind and the 
gathering dusk, Adrian needed to fly at a high 
throttle setting - hence the 80 litres fuel burn for 
the round trip of 326 miles.
(Sounds like a jolly good day’s flying and all 
arranged at the last minute to take advantage 
of the weather. - Ed)

-----------------------------------
Safety

Some time ago I did a short piece about 
hearing and the long term effect of noise 

levels. Constant noise at high level causes 
hearing to deteriorate over a period of time so 
make sure that you brief your passenger on 
adjusting the headset volume before you take-
off.

Having said that, Andrew John sent me the 
photo below showing an alternative use for our 
intercom sets when not flying. His mother was 
very deaf and normal conversation was almost 
impossible but he found that by using his 
aircraft intercom system they could converse 
quite normally thus adding to his mother’s 
quality of life.

(What a brilliant idea! - Ed)
-------------------------------------

Internet

Following my comments in the last 
newsletter about being inundated with 

“Failed Delivery” messages I had an interesting 
mail from Chris Trow at Clench Common on the 
subject. He thinks it is a method of using my 
e-mail user name to transmit spam to third 
parties. He suggested contacting my ISP and 
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asking for a filter to be put on my mail so that 
only mail using “bill” before the user name was 
allowed through. Equally the ISP might be able 
to track some of these people down and stop 
them.

At about the same time I came across a letter 
in a computer magazine outlining exactly the 
same circumstances and the suggested 
solution was very similar.

I did write to my ISP including copies of some 
of the “failed” mails. I have had a very general 
reply but the number of such mails has 
decreased almost to nil. Let’s hope some of the 
perpetrators have been tracked down and 
dealt with.

If you have a few minutes to spare while 
sitting in front of the computer go to 

<www.flyontrack.co.uk>. This appears to be a 
useful site providing links to CAA sites for 
NOTAMS  and other useful information. 

----------------------------------
News in Brief

Did you see the report announcing that the 
Chinese have developed a three seat 

microlight which has actually flown? Don’t get 
too excited though as the MAUW is said to be 
550kg - too heavy for our category. However, a 
two seat model is under development.

News of airport closures is becoming the 
norm but it came rather too close to home 

when Councillors at Cheltenham Borough 
Council voted by three votes to keep 
Gloucestershire Airport (Staverton) open. Their 
counterparts in Gloucester City apparently 
think that there is no future for the airport. A 
housing estate on the site is unlikely at the 
moment as the airport is on greenbelt land.

---------------------------------
Local Aircraft building/Storage facility

Aircraft build facility, aircraft storage in brand 
new building. Glos/Hereford border (May 

Hill) building 45 feet by 36 feet .
Enquiries to Ed Wells 01452 830951 evenings 
or e-mail Edwells59@hotmail.com

----------------------------------
Dates for your Diary
2nd - 3rd December SPLASH the Sport and 
Leisure exhibition at the NEC Birmingham 
which includes the BMAA AGM.

For Sale
Mainair Gemini Flash flexwing, Rotax 447, 
yellow pod, red/white wing, permit. Offers 
around £1650 to John Caffull. Tel: 01452 
700565

**************************
Pegasus Q 462, G-MYTH, very well 
maintained. Upgrades include Ivoprop three 
blade propeller, Rotax rectifier and battery set, 
radio interface, carb heat and more. Engine 
overhaul 97 hours, replaced points, main coil, 
HT coil, fuel pump gaskets, water pump 
gaskets and plug leads. Many parts renewed 
and re-fitted at GS Aviation. Yellow trike, blue 
seats, wing to suit. Trike cover, prop covers, 
wing bag, batten profile, engine details, wing 
trolley. A treat to fly. Will have new permit. I 
have additional images of instruments and 
engine ready to e-mail to interested 
purchasers. £3750 ONO. Contact Phil 
Hanman, Work 01452 883121, Mob
 07970 002135, Home 01452 415589 

****************************
Icom IC-A22E R/T with VOR c/w leather 
case, waterproof case, PTT switchand headet 
sockets £200

Strobe kit for 2 lamps (1 missing) never fitted 
£140

Castrol TTS part drum approx 20 lit.£100

2 life jackets unused £25

582 Rotax top end rebuild kit inc.,carb 
needles and cups,de-coke gasket set, 
gudgeon pins and clips, 3 exhaust springs, 
needle roller for little ends Skydrive price £179 
mine £120

Magellen 315 GPS needs new time chip 
£100

Full set of PPL course books offers

AFE ARC1 flight computer c/w manual £30

Box of assorted Hirth engine parts inc. 
Bing Carbs free to collector
Contact Doug Young 01594 810410

---------------------------------- 
Wanted

Have you an old M4 starter motor or any 
parts for one which you would like to part 

with? If so, Adrian Peatman is looking for one 
for his  447 engine. Contact him on  07712 
541570

3333

Bill Austin
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk
01684 833484


