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This month’s meeting – Wednesday 19th 
The meeting will be at the usual venue for a 
general social evening with video available. 
The Committee hope to start the New Year 
with some speakers for meetings from 
February onwards but there will still be some 
months when we will have to revert to “tape” 
for our topic. With this in mind would anyone 
who has a video which they think would be of 
interest to members let Bill know so that we 
have a “library” to call on if necessary. 
 
December meeting 
The next meeting will be the Christmas meal 
on 17

th
 December at our usual venue. Each 

Club member will be entitled to have two 
tickets at the subsidised price of £10 each. 
Any additional tickets may be purchased at 
the full price of £17. It has not been possible 
to obtain live entertainment for the evening 
and the saving on this item has been used to 
reduce the cost of the meal for Club members. 
Background music will be provided through 
the speaker system at the Farmers’ Club. The 
menu will be available soon and will be sent 
out separately. 
 
Fledgling Pilots 
We are all aware that we are getting older and 
still enjoying the thrill of flight but what is going 
to happen when we are too old or not 
medically fit to carry on? Who is going to carry 
on the tradition if we don’t encourage younger 
people into our sport? The photo opposite 
(courtesy of Ed Wells) epitomises the thrill of 
leaving the surly bounds of earth and the 
enthusiasm which can be theirs if only we 
make a point of giving them the chance to fly 

with us. (After having obtained their parents’ 
permission, of course.) If we are to take this 
seriously then it is prudent to consider 
obtaining passenger insurance before going 
further. 

Life’s great! 

 
The EAA’s “Young Eagles” project set out to 
do just this and by the end of this year will be 
close to its target of one million young people 
flown. Gary Powers, the CIA U-2 pilot shot 
down over the Soviet Union, had his first flight 
at the age of 14 and commented “Dad, I left 
my heart up there” We should be wanting to 
hear more comments like this shouldn’t we? 

 
Safety 
I think it would be fair to say that we all are in 
favour of anything that makes flying safer. We 
have taken on board the introduction of GPS – 
with the proviso that we do not use it as our 
primary navigation system. Now it appears 
that we are going to have to install Mode S 
transponders in our aircraft in 2008. As things 
stand at present all aircraft flying VFR – and 
that includes gliders and microlights – will be 
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required to carry and use a transponder. If you 
can fly IFR then you will need to have a 
transponder in place by 2005. One magazine 
has commented that the battle has been 
fought and lost but 2008 is a long way away 
and hopefully things might change in that 
time. 
Mode S transponders automatically transmit 
the aircraft’s identity, pressure altitude and 
whether the aircraft is airborne or on the 
ground. An enhanced version for IFR flight 
also broadcasts information on heading, 
airspeed, rate of climb/descent, roll angle and 
groundspeed. With all this information the 
ATC screens are going to be even more 
cluttered than they are now. Will the system 
and the Controllers be able to cope? If they 
decide to “filter out” some of the information 
on their screens then the idea of insisting that 
everyone carries a transponder becomes 
questionable.  
 
Internet 
Last month the Editor mentioned an e-mail he 
had received purporting to come from 
Microsoft and suggested that it was a virus. 
One member did reply and say that a person 
they knew had opened the attachment and it 
turned out to be a worm virus. It pays to be 
suspicious and to have an anti-virus 
programme installed. However, even if you do 
have such a programme, it must be 
continually and regularly updated and that 
means at least once a week. 
When using Adobe Reader 6 recently the 
programme asked if it could check for any 
updates and, telling it to go ahead, 
downloaded the latest tweaks. Unfortunately it 
does not tell you what it has done but it seems 
to work as well as ever.  
 
Himax – G-CCAJ by Andrew John 
Why did I choose a Himax rather than a 
Minimax? Because I enjoy looking beneath 
me to observe and photograph crops and 
other interesting things, a feature which 
Minimax pilots with a shoulder wing cannot 
enjoy without performing semi-aerobatic 
contortions! In addition I was looking to find a 
kit build solo aircraft that would give me both 
pleasure to build and also to fly, eventually!  
During July (02) I was fortunate to acquire a 
part built Minimax, all skeletal work having 

been completed to a high standard by the 
previous owner which, under the watchful eye 
and assistance of JH, we set to work to modify 
to the approved Himax design.   
Work was delayed until daylight hours 
diminished in October when JH and I tackled 
the first task of removing the original Minimax 
turtle deck. Having mocked up the new 
cabane we had a very clear idea, not only of 
what we needed to construct in its place, but 
also just how this would feel to myself with a 
high wing attachment when flying. 
Construction of the modification began with 
JH handling the woodwork and myself the 
metal work and ancillaries. At this stage I was 
introduced to John Penny deep in South 
Wales who was also embarking on a Himax 
conversion. His skill in metal work and hi-tec 
manufacturing processes produced the carry-
through spars perfectly cut out from aluminium 
channel.  It certainly helps to have experts in 
these matters assisting to construct a complex 
modification to an approved design. Both JP 
and JH have been invaluable. In particular 
JH’s constant insistence to ‘build light’ during 
the whole of the construction process was well 
founded as the final weighing was under the 
MAUW by only a few kgs, showing how easy 
it is to build-in unnecessary weight during 
construction. Good advice to all kit builders 
I’m sure. 
Between us the project grew to the stage of 
covering with Dacron around Christmas. 
Indeed I was informed that I would have to 
forgo the festivities in order to keep to 
schedule! No such chance!! Early in the New 
Year the first rigging was completed with great 
satisfaction as it gave me exactly the looks 
and feel of what I had hoped could be the 
ultimate flying machine. However, I was to 
learn that barely half the work was done even 
at this stage. Installation of the control runs, 
instrument panel, fuel system from an 
overhead wing tank, and many other items 
appeared as an endless list on the ‘reminder 
board’ in the workshop!  
During construction I was deliberating over 
which colour scheme was I going to use. JH 
was offering litres of surplus red paint he had 
in stock but I was not tempted! Having 
decided on a dual colour scheme I set about 
finding a combination that appealed to me but 
at the same time showed off the aircraft well 
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and was a suitable ‘safe’ colour either from 
above or below. Finally a buttermilk upper 
surface was contrasted with dark chocolate for 
the lower fuselage and under surfaces, this 
pleased me very much when ‘Chocolat’ was 
finally rigged in those colours. I was 
somewhat chuffed at being able to have my 
initials and house name included within the in 
sequence registration letters available, 
Conderton Chase, Andrew John, saving £100 
on the registration fee! 

Chocolat 

 
Due to the redesigned modification that had 
been used around the turtle deck and 
quarterlights in the cabane, it was necessary 
for Francis Donaldson (PFA Chief Engineer) 
to visit and inspect the work and hopefully 
approve the mod – which he did! With the 
paperwork completed and permits issued the 
first flight took place at Hartpury on a calm 
afternoon in late February. JH reported an 
uneventful flight other than that the aircraft 
was a delight to fly. 
The obligatory test flight programme was 
completed by JH and certain minor 
modifications were suggested and 
incorporated, such as limiting the effect of the 
rudder by putting heavier springs on the 
cables.  
Our target all along had been to fly in to 
Popham in May and this was still a possibility 
but required me to fly the aircraft there. 
However a combination of personal events 
and lack of suitable weather to gain sufficient 
experience made this impossible. Eventually 
after several taxying and handling 
opportunities I finally took ‘Chocolat’ into the 
air on 22

nd
 July for half an hour over Hartpury, 

and I was delighted with the performance.  
Now with nearly twenty hours flown I am 
feeling more confident and am appreciating 

those aspects of the design which appealed to 
me originally, like the high wing and excellent 
visibility, plenty of power giving short take offs 
and a surprisingly roomy cabane. 
We finally made our first public appearance at 
the World Microlight Championships at Long 
Marston on the Minimax stand. 
 
Radio  
A new version of CAP 413 – the CAA 
Radiotelephony Manual - has just been 
published. It is now available as a download 
from the CAA publications site 
<www.caa.co.uk/publications/publicationdetail
s.asp?id=247> in PDF format. If you want to 
download it follow the recommendation on the 
site by right clicking on the publication title and 
then choosing “Save target as” from the drop 
down menu that appears. Then select the 
folder on your computer that you wish to put it 
in. The download will take something in the 
region of six to eight minutes – not bad for 163 
pages! You can also register via the 
“Subscription” tab to be informed by e-mail of 
amendments and updates to your chosen 
publications 
CAP 413 is not the most “user friendly” 
publication when it comes to reading it but it 
does provide a comprehensive overview of 
the correct use of radio in any conceivable 
situation. By using the standard phraseology 
recommended there is less chance of 
misunderstanding and it also serves to keep 
transmissions to a minimum length. 
 
Quote of the Month 
“Within all of us is a varying amount of space 
lint and star dust, the residue from our 
creation. Most are too busy to notice it, and it 
is stronger in some than others. It is strongest 
in those of us who fly and is responsible for an 
unconscious, subtle desire to slip into some 
wings and try for the elusive boundaries of our 
origin”. - K O Eckland, 'Footprints On Clouds.' 
 
Ushering in the jet age (again!)  
Having seen the jet powered Doodle Bug at 
Long Marston and noted the earlier comments 
about introducing young people to 
microlighting, would we stand more chance if 
we were to develop jet engines for our 
aircraft? On the other hand, perhaps it is not 
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such a good idea because we have enough 
problems with noise already! 

Fired up flying! 

Microlight Space Oddessy 2010? 

 
'Groundbreaking' laser-powered plane 
takes off  
A plane that flies without fuel by riding on a 
ground-based laser beam has been 
successfully tested by scientists. The 5ft 
wingspan model could lead to the 
development of pilotless aircraft that can stay 
aloft indefinitely. Such planes could provide a 
low-cost alternative to communication and 
observation satellites. NASA thinks that this is 
the first time that a plane has been powered 
only by the energy of laser light. If that is the 
case it really is a groundbreaking 
development for aviation. 
The 11-ounce balsa wood and carbon fibre 
model has an electric motor driven by 
electricity generated by panels of light-
sensitive cells. During the demonstration 
flights, which took place inside a hangar, a 
laser beam was trained on the panels. After 
the craft was released from a launching 
platform, it continued to fly lap after lap until 
the laser was turned off.  

Beam-powered aircraft that can be flown 
without the need for fuel or batteries are 
thought to have enormous commercial 
potential. The planes could carry scientific or 
communication equipment and stay in flight 
indefinitely. There may also be military 
applications. A telecommunications company 
could put transponders on an aeroplane and 
fly it over a city. The aircraft could be used for 
everything from relaying cellphone calls to 
cable television or Internet connections. (A 
development which will no doubt  please the 
“green” lobby but if the laser is directed at the 
aeroplane from the ground will it not pose a 
threat to any other aircraft/pilot which passes 
through it? –Ed) 
 
Telford 2003 - 6

th
/7

th
 December 

Time once again to hit the M5 and M54 for the 
pilgrimage to the Airsports Exhibition at the 
Telford International Centre. Will we see new 
electronic gadgetry in the form of transponders 
or other easy to use navigation equipment or 
exciting developments to aircraft? Have the 
manufacturers got something up their sleeve for 
us to drool over and persuade us to open our 
wallets? Don’t forget that it is also the BMAA 
AGM on the Saturday at 1pm. According to 
Microlight Flying only 5.7% of members had cast 
their votes in the Council elections at the first 
week in October. Closing date for votes is Friday 
28th November. Have you sent yours in yet? 
 

For Sale 
Twelve Spark Plugs – NGK B8ES – brand 
new - £1.50 each. Phone Barbara 01684 
833484 or e-mail Bill. 
Dates for your Diary 
 

6th –7th December –BMAA AGM and Trade 
Show at Telford. 
17th December –100

th
 anniversary of the 

Wright brothers first powered flight by man -
and the Club Christmas dinner! 
20th – 21st December / 27th – 31st 
December / 2nd – 4th January 2004 – 
Wroughton Science Museum Open Days 
21st January 2004 – Club AGM. 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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