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Check your Inbox on Tuesday evening
for an e-mail from John Hamer giving

details and information about the
evening fly-in.

Quote of the Month

“Keep the aeroplane in such an
attitude that the air pressure is

always directly in the pilot's face”. —

Horatio C. Barber, 1916

Filton Airport to Close

Filton’s historic airfield is to close for
good in just over 18 months' time, its

owners have revealed.

Defence and aerospace giant BAE
Systems owns the land and revealed that
it had taken the controversial step
because it no longer made any financial
sense to keep the airfield open.

The emergence of Lulsgate as the city's
and region's biggest airport and the fact
that the Filton runway needs extensive
refurbishment has sounded the death
knell for the 100- year-old airfield.

BAE Systems has revealed the airfield
will close on New Year's Eve 2012, just
over a century after the first plane took
off from Filton. The closure is not
expected to affect the various businesses
centred around the site which include

GKN Engineering, Rolls-Royce, Airbus
and BAE Systems.

But the decision is being seen as the final
chapter in what has been a long and
distinguished history for the British
aerospace industry.

The airfield, which has the longest
runway in the country, witnessed the first
test flights of Concorde and was where
American soldiers injured at D-Day were
transported to before being taken to the
Frenchay Hospital for treatment.

The West's aviation industry, which grew
up around the airfield, is seen as a world
leader when it comes to research and
design and at least 10,000 jobs are based
in the area.

BAE Systems made the surprise
announcement yesterday but rumours
have been swirling around the Filton site
for days.

According to the company there are no
plans in place to market the vast airfield
but discussions have been taking place
with the various businesses on the site
and South Gloucestershire Council.

Change to inspection procedures

Following successful negotiation with
the CAA, the BMAA is pleased to
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A Bird in the Bush? Hardly!!

Air Traffic Control?

announce an extension to the period
within which a check flight may be
conducted following a permit inspection.
The period is extended from one calendar
month to two calendar months with
immediate effect.

We anticipate that this change will
significantly reduce the problem of
inspections expiring prior to a check
flight being conducted due to poor
weather or check pilot availability.

Owners may pre-empt their permit
expiry, with no loss of validity, if both the
inspection and check flight occur within
the 2 calendar months prior to the expiry
date.

There is also no longer a 28 day deadline
to send the application paperwork to the
BMAA, although the Permit won't be
revalidated until it has been!

A Story with a Difference by Myron
Burak

For some time now, the approach to 16
at Over Farm has been becoming a bit

more hazardous due to some trees
gradually encroaching on the safe limits
of approaching aircraft. These trees were
not on the immediate final approach,
which is clear, but were quite close by.

So a few of us decided that something
should be done. Discussions with Robbie,
secured permission, some assistance and
use of a couple of chain saws. A phone
around on the night of Friday the 12th
March hopefully secured the necessary
labour resources.

The day started quite slowly, and I
wondered how much of the job we would
actually be able to achieve. After the
obligatory cup of tea in Jim’s hanger, the
first wood was cut by Stephen coming up
to midday, attacking the group of small
trees off to the right. I think this was his
revenge as he has history with the
vegetation at this end of the runway.
Things then started to happen very

quickly as we had all the tools and labour
that we needed. A pile of logs and a large
heap of brush soon built up.

Reese then turned up with a hangover,
but more importantly with a Matbro to
get at the Ash tree on the left hand side.
I volunteered to be lofted up in a cage on
the front to tackle this quite large tree.
For about the next hour the area echoed
to my shouts of left a bit, up a bit, right
a bit as we got into the right place for the
next conversion of tree to log. Stephen
was heard to comment wryly that it
sounded just like my instructions to him
on final approach when we were flying
together and probably at about the same
volume. The result however was a finely
pollarded tree I thought, which some
people unkindly compared to a telegraph
pole.

There had been a lot of discussion about
a tree a bit of a way into the field before
the threshold. Several of us thought that
this did represent a further danger, but
Robbie was reluctant to take it out as a)
it was not his and b) he would need



3

Pyrotechnic Display to end the Day

Doing their bit for microlighting!

planning permission to remove as it was
so big. A compromise of taking the top 10
feet or so out must have struck a note
with Robbie however as next thing he
arrived back with a ladder and was soon
tackling this particular tree in a typically
devil may care fashion, a Tarzan like grip
on the ivy with one hand, chain saw in
the other.

All this time a small army consisting of
Jim, Budge, Phil, John, Ken were busy
converting tree to log and brush. Monika
gave moral support. The result was that
all the offending wood was cut down and
sorted by late lunch time. Fantastic!

All that remained was to get rid of the
brush by burning. Great, I love a bonfire.
Several attempts however did not
produce the desired conflagration. A
retreat then to Jim’s café for lunch and a
rethink. Reese had meanwhile gone back
down with a container of diesel. A huge
plume of black smoke, probably visible
from space, seemed to indicate success,
but when we returned a short while later,
the green wood had still not co-operated.
But a combination of more diesel and
reducing the brush to smaller pieces then
got it going.

All that remained was to test the
effectiveness of our efforts, so it was a
rush to get a back to the hangars and get
he planes out for a well earned flight. I
can report total success.

Well, not the usual story of long distances
travelled and other aviation
achievement, but I thought it was worth
recounting. It was a great day, an awful
lot of fun and great camaraderie, with a
good feeling of team achievement at the
end of the day.

Flying to the Isle of Man?

Anyone with a 3 axis microlight fancy
a trip to the IOM TT races first week

of June 3rd to 10th? If you have a 912 I
have life jackets and a brother and niece
who live on the island so accommodation
can be arranged for free.

Don’t hesitate to call me on
07867822063 if you fancy it. I may also
be able to borrow a bike while there.
Staying in Douglas means there is lots of
viewing available anyway and very
convenient for all the events on the
Prom. Its about 35 miles over water so
reliability is preferred.  Contact Ed Wells

ATC Open Days

Throughout October a number of
civilian and military ATC units will be

opening their doors for a day to all
holders of pilot’s licences and student
pilots. Prior registration is required and a
full list of participating units will be
published on the ASI website <www.air-
spacesafety.com>

Sandown Airport, Isle of Wight

If you have read Microlight Flying this
month you will already know that
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Bill Austin (Editor)

marshview@btinternet.com

01684 833789

The Flying Arboriculturalists!

Editor’s Comment:-

They fell trees but they don’t fly “choppers”!

Britten Norman have secured a deal to
run the airport - good news for a change!

Fly-in Reports

No activity to report at the time of going
to press.

Dates for your Diary

21 – 22 May 2011 – Nationals Round,
Popham. Contact Chris Wills 07857
831208

28 – 29 May 2011 – Round Wales Rally.
Details not yet available.

10 – 12 June - 2011 Spamfield

10 – 13 June 2011 – British Open
Paramotor Championships, Kerswell

Green, Worcs.

25 – 26 June 2011 – Nationals Round,
St Michaels Airfield, nr Blackpool.
Contact Neil King 07757 299923

8 – 10 July 2011– Barn on the Farm
Music and Beer Festival, Over Farm.
Tickets must be purchased in advance,
online. Contact Rob Keene on 07831
237353 or e-mail <
rob.keene@btinternet.com>

16 – 17 July 2011– Wiltshire’s
Wonderful Wizard, Craymarsh Farm,

Wiltshire. Contact Charles Fuller 01249
713270

21 – 24 July 2011– Round Britain Rally.
For details contact John Moore on 07946
864996 / 07793 756129 or e-mail
<cyberstitchuk@gmail.com>

20 -21 August 2011 – Nationals Round,
Plaistows Farm, nr St Albans

26 – 27 November 2011– The Flying
Show, NEC Birmingham. Check
<www.bmaa.org>
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RAF Lyneham to close

Information just to hand announces
that RAF Lyneham will close officially

on 31st December 2012. Changes to the
current airspace will come into effect on
1st October 2011. More details in next
month’s newsletter


