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This month’s meeting - Wednesday 19th 
May 
This month we have a talk by Graham 
Whitehead on “Sky Watch” which is a 
volunteer organisation for inland search 
and rescue activities. In other parts of the 
country microlight clubs have put their 
aircraft at the disposal of the rescue 
authorities to help in emergencies such as 
locating lost children. Maybe this is an 
area in which Club members might wish to 
become involved. We will be aiming for an 
8.15 start. 
 
Club Fly-out 
The RAFGSA is hosting another “final” fly-
in at Bicester on 22nd and 23rd May and it 
has been suggested that this should be an 
official Club fly-out. 22nd -23rd May 
RAFGSA Bicester You will be able to 
camp overnight if you wish. Tickets are 
now on sale priced at £10/head. This 
includes food (curry/Chinese buffet) and 
entertainment (Jazz/Funk band and Disco  
70’s/80’s) Contact Roger Davies (Tel 
01285 656942)  
 
Club “Float-out” 
Some years ago the Club organised an 
evening river trip which was a success. It 
has been suggested that we should repeat 
the exercise on a Wednesday evening in 
July. The cost would be in the region of 
£20 per head to include a buffet on the 
boat. There would also be a paying bar on 
board. Since it is necessary to book in 
advance the Committee wants to know 

how many members would be interested in 
this venture. If enough members are 
interested payment will be required to 
enable the booking to be made. A decision 
whether to go ahead and arrange the trip 
will be taken at this month’s meeting. 
Any member who is interested but unable 
to get to the meeting should let the 
Chairman know as soon as possible by 
phoning him on 01386 751195. 
 
A Ferry Pilot’s Tale by Adrian Lloyd 
Part three 
(Having been forced to land at a deserted 
Ternhill by decreasing visibility, tied the 
two aircraft down and called up road 
transport back to Shobdon another attempt 
to complete the journey starts….) 
Six am the following day I ring Brian as 
agreed to discuss the weather. Possible, 
but lots of fog around. We agree to try. We 
go to Milson and Chris takes us on from 
there. Milson is clear of fog. Other side of 
Clee Hill it is down to the ground. At 
Ternhill the fog is also down to the ground. 
Chris drops us at the security post and 
departs. Another teenager – different 
security man! He lets slip that there is a 
gate unlocked on the far side of the 
airfield! Up to the guardroom and the same 
two chaps from the night before are still 
there. We mention the gate. “Yes”, they 
said, “It’s unlocked”. “Funny”, said Brian 
when we were on our own “that’s not what 
we were told last night!”. 
Suddenly the fog begins to lift, the sun 
appears, we get hopeful. Ten minutes later 
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 it’s pea soup again. We find a garage 
nearby selling sandwiches and we wait in 
the pub next door with a coffee. Time 
passes. How are we going to get back? I 
ring up another contact. He can pick us up 
but it has to be now – he will be on his 
way. The fog is thick. 

Fuelling up JUD 

 
An hour or so later the fog begins to lift 
and then our lift arrives. We leave Ternhill 
and it seems flyable! I inwardly fret! 
However, ten miles out from Milson I feel 
happier – thick fog has rolled back in and 
at Milson it’s down to the ground. 
 
More phone calls. I return Brian to Defford 
and we look at the weather. Gales and rain 
forecast that night! I drive to Evesham to 
pick up a Kitfox trailer. If we cannot fly 
them out the next day we’ll have to trailer 
home – two aeroplanes – one after the 
other. I’m not that happy! 

 
Expectantly I press the starter button and 
JUD roars into instant life – whoopee! We 
warm up on the long taxi and turn into 
wind. The low hill of two days ago, spot 
height 690 feet, stands out clearly – 
wonderful to be able to see! I take off and 
turn on to track for Milson spying the black 
rain clouds to the West. I leave Brian to do 
his own low fly by! Shawbury is silent to 
our radio calls but we expected them to be 
– they were still on holiday – it’s 1st 
January 2004! 

 
During the night I wake to a howling wind 
and rain lashing on my window. I did not 
want to think about two aeroplanes 
picketed on the airfield in the lee of a 
hangar or not! 
  
Another early start! Pick up Brian with 
trailer on the back and we drive to Ternhill. 
The wind has dropped but we pass 
through rain showers. We discuss our 
chances of flying out. If we do we’ll go to 
Milson put JUD in the hangar and Brian 
will fly me back to Ternhill to collect my car 
and trailer. 

It’s cold in the fells! 

 
We drive on to the airfield at Ternhill – yes 
the gate is unlocked and, thank God, the 
aeroplanes are the right way up! 
Thankfully the hangar has done its job of 
acting as a wind break to the Westerly 
during the night.  
 We land at Milson and Brian follows me in. 

Quickly we fold JUD’s wings and tuck it 
safely in the hangar and then it’s back into 
Bumble 2 and return to Ternhill. I collect 
the car and trailer and watch Brian take-off 
– destination Defford. I visit the armed 
teenagers once more, thank them and 
take my leave to return the trailer to 
Evesham and then home to Bromyard. I’m 

The wind is around 10kts and we ready 
the aeroplanes for flight. We have also 
brought along with us a starting pack just 
in case JUD does not want to start again. 
We inform the guardhouse of our 
intentions and Brian tells them he will do a 
low fly by after I have taken off first – he is 
so irrepressible! 
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so very, very glad I did not have to retrieve 
two aeroplanes by road – of that sort of 
thing are nightmares made! 

 

 
The new owner had his aeroplane 
delivered and Brian and I had an 
adventure – at least I think that is what to 
call it! Thank you Brian for your help – I’m 
so glad we were not arrested as spies! 
 
Ninth World Championships by Richard 
Rawes 

Another landing – another day! 
Day 4 - Up the Junction 

 
Another limited fuel task, this time focusing 
on speed and distance. Up the junction 
started with a race along a dog legged 
route culminating in a bonus touch and go 
at Over. Local advantage was now coming 
in to play. Able to fly this leg with little need 
to concentrate on navigation, I flew to take 
best effect of the prevailing winds. 

Day 5 Task 12 - Water Wheels 
Having beaten the Chief Marshall to the 
hot shower this morning, I knew I was in 
for a rough ride today, but being sent-off 
first on task within only minutes of the task 
brief was a little harsh; still I did get a 
shower and Jeremy didn’t! Water wheels 
was a task based upon two adjacent, but 
separated, circles of about 12 nautical 
miles diameter. The aim of the task was to 
fly around the circumference of each circle 
identifying photographic features based 
upon streams and rivers that crossed the 
routes. Two key photographs determined a 
point on the circumference of each circle 
that directed us to fly across the diameters 
looking for ground markers. On completing 
this task, we were to conduct a 6-metre 
precision touch-down in a field near 
Teddington. 

 
Arriving at Over I found the approach to 
the touch and go box slightly down-wind. 
This resulted in a faster than desired 
approach and a touch down deeper into 
the box. But a bonus score had been 
achieved. The second element of the task 
required us to fly and identify from 
photographs as many road junctions as 
our remaining fuel would allow; hence the 
name of the task. With 16 junctions 
available, I managed to fly to 12, although 
one of them was to be discounted as 
Robbie had photographed an adjacent 
junction! This error had lead to me 
spending several more minutes trying to 
identify the junction and failing to do so 
before moving on. Nevertheless, another 
good finish ensued. 

 
With a time limit applied, it was left to each 
competitor to determine the start point on 
each circle and the point at which to cross 
to the second circle. The time limit 
effectively prevented crews from being 
able to complete the full route thereby 
enforcing strategic planning. I guess I was 
lucky on this one, as with little time to pre-
plan, I quickly assessed each circle and 
elected to fly straight to a major river 
crossing on the nearest one. It transpired 
to be the key crossing for that circle, 
enabling me to complete at least half the 
task with minimum distance flown. 
Departing the first circle I then began to 
repeat the exercise on the second. This 
circle proved more demanding as the 
features were, in the main, streams and 

 
The final task of the day was a traditional 
precision landing. All aircraft were lined up 
in random competitor number order to 
execute the take-off and landing. With so 
many points to be lost in literally 5 minutes 
of flight, this task always makes me 
nervous. However, maximum points were 
gained and a good flying day then came to 
an end. 
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The Rainbow comprised two concentric 
arcs, each crossing either road or water 
features. Prior to take-off, we were issued 
with photographs of a number of these 
features that required identifying and 
locating. The aim of this task was to 
determine the most efficient route to fly in 
order to observe all the features in the 
fastest time. At first glance this appeared 
to be quite daunting, but with all the pre-
flight planning, the actual flight proved to 
be a breeze. Darting between arcs at 
points I had pre determined ensured that 
the shortest distance flown was being 
achieved and, I was spotting all of the 
photos. A final run-in to the finish gate then 
led neatly into the final task of the day. 

they were plentiful. As I neared completion 
of the full circumference and having 
located this circle’s key feature, I was left 
with one unidentified photograph. I was 
confident that I had not missed it on this 
circle and, therefore, made a dash back to 
the first circle to a point where I considered 
it might be. I was right and successfully 
located the last photograph but then left 
myself little time to fly the last diameter. In 
the rush, I slightly miss-plotted this 
diameter and consequently, missed a 
ground marker early on the track. 
However, this was a good task and 
provided me with a welcome bag of points. 
Likewise, the landing was a good one 
albeit not scoring maximum points. 

  
Another precision landing task into the 100 
metre deck was required. For this task 
though, a time element was added for 
good measure. The touch down not only 
had to be in the scoring deck but also on a 
whole minute after the time taken at take-
off for the previous task. A tolerance of 5 
seconds on touch down was allowed 
before points were lost at a rate of 10 
points per second. A maximum deck score 
was gained along with a maximum time 
score, being only 3 seconds in error on 
landing. 

The Rainbow 
Now in the field at Teddington and 
catching up with some lunch, the briefing 
sheets for the next task were issued. 
Jeremy, still not having had a shower, 
arranged for me to be first on-task again! 
Taking time to plan this task with fellow 
Team pilots certainly added to its ultimate 
success, but getting away first was not to 
be. With about twenty minutes to run 
before my allotted take-off time, I began 
preparing my aircraft - the engine refused 
to start.   

  
A challenging day ended with some very 
good results. However, I had an engine 
that needed some attention. 

Minutes began ticking away and despite a 
whole host of assistance from fellow 
competitors, it continued to remain silent. 
Robbie was approached to give me a late 
take off slot; he was busy being 
interviewed by local radio but for the price 
of continuing the interview he agreed to 
my request. This was not, however, the 
time for on-air platitudes. 

 
During the evening of day 5, a scores tally 
was calculated. However, with many 
results remaining ‘provisional’, it was 
impossible to determine exact positions. 
Needless to say, it appeared that I had a 
lead of a few hundred points. The final 
task of the championship would then be 
flown with caution to preserve the narrow 
lead. 

 
Continued investigation revealed a broken 
ignition circuit cable, but with a depleted 
battery I had insufficient power to fire the 
engine up; even prop swinging failed.  
Eventually, Dave ‘the animal’ came to my 
rescue and volunteered to drive to the 
local garage to elicit a pair of jump leads. 
At last a successful start; back to the 
competition task. 

 
Day 6 - Bimbleton 
The forecast was for blustery showers and 
it was accurate. But to maintain the 
required balance of tasks, Robbie pressed 
ahead. Bimbleton was a limited fuel flight 
taking in as many turn points of tennis 
courts as possible. Planning time for this 
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task was included within the overall task 
time; the more time spent planning meant 
less time to fly. Bonus points were also 
available for correctly predicting the 
number of turn points visited. With a 
calibrated length of string I planned a route 
that would take me around 14 of the 16 
available turn points; unbeknown to me 
that was the highest prediction. With a 
plan committed and my prediction 
submitted, I ran to my aircraft to prepare 
for take-off. 
 
The blustery, showery, 
weather then quite 
literally turned my plan 
upside down. 
Appearing directly en-
route to my first turn-
point, a severe squall 
caused me to re-think 
my plan. Electing to 
reverse my route 
cleared me of the 
weather but, it also 
required a total re-
think of my fuel 
consumption for each 
leg. I reckoned on 
being able to achieve 
my initial prediction, 
but built-in an option 
to break for home if all 
was not well. 
 
All was running well in 
the final phase of the flight until another 
squall developed, again preventing me 
from reaching my desired turn points. 
Rather than press on and risk running out 
of fuel and time, I chose to forgo my 
prediction and exercised my break for 
home option. Two hundred bonus points 
were lost but,as I still achieved the highest 
number of turn-points, a high task score 
was achieved. 
 
The Final Reckoning 
A long night lay ahead followed by an even 
longer day awaiting the final results. 
Traditionally the time when competitors 
are desperate to salvage every last point 
that is due to them, this day proved no 

exception. A ceremony timed to take place 
in the mid-afternoon eventually took place 
after dark.  
 
I had won my first gold medal, becoming 
World Champion in the Solo Weightshift 
Microlight Class in a competition that had 
set 16 tasks and accrued over 20 hours of 
competitive flying; by far the highest 
standard of competition witnessed for 
many years. My winning points margin had 

extended to more than 500 
out of a total in excess of 
10000 and, I had beaten 
into Silver medal position a 
long time adversary from 
Hungary; a pilot who with a 
fellow Hungarian had 
taken eight out of the last 9 
championship Gold 
medals.  
 
The remaining British 
Team also did 
exceptionally well with 
Gold medals being won in 
the 2 seat weightshift and 
2-seat fixed-wing classes, 
a Silver in the 2-seat 
weightshift and a Bronze in 
the solo weightshift 
classes. Overall, the 
British contingent won the 
Team Gold medal 
confirming our position at 
the pinnacle of 

International sporting achievement.  
 
Charts 
On 13th of this month the latest half-mil 
chart for N.England & N. Ireland was 
published. 
 
Quote of the Month  
“I fly because it releases my mind from the 
tyranny of petty things” — Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry 
 
Thought for the Day by John Hamer 
I noticed the other day on the cover of a 
magazine belonging to my daughter, a 
headline proclaiming “We’ll make owning 
and riding your horse more rewarding”. By 
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Well, what was there to see? Three axis 
machines were in the ascendency 
including the Skyranger, Escapade, 
Thruster and Xair. There was also a new 
Australian flexwing, the Airbourne, on 
show. Many of the stands seemed to be in 
“economy” mode and not have the usual 
amount of “goodies” with them. One of our 
members had only been on the airfield for 
15 minutes when he was offered a flight in 
the Skyranger without even asking if it 
were possible! It so happens that if finance 
were no problem that is the aircraft which 
he would buy. 

this I understood that by reading the article 
she’ll get more pleasure and enjoyment 
out of her horse. I then deduced she could 
be rewarded for her efforts, but then my 
mind immediately jumped to my flying 
licence which specifically excludes flying 
for hire or reward. The thought process 
then concluded that if I enjoy flying, I’m 
being rewarded and therefore I could 
surmise that I could be flying illegally! 
 
Another button pusher! 
Congratulations to Adrian Burden who not 
only survived the Radio Course but 
passed both the written and practical 
exams to gain his Flight Radiotelephony 
Operator’s (Restricted) Licence on 20th 
April. As one well-known advert puts it “It’s 
good to talk” and it is certainly a 
contribution to safety when flying. Thanks 
also to Jenny Lyons at Staverton Flying 
School for her time and patience in 
conducting the formal test. 

 
Maybe the weather had something to do 
with it but once again there seemed to be 
something lacking about the whole event. 
Where was the excitement and 
anticipation? Have we reached a plateau 
of development and innovation brought 
about by the requirements of Section S 
and all the other legislation which seems 
to stifle creativity? We also have to take 
into account that we are part of Europe 
and the fact that European law relating to 
aviation seems to be made by a body that 
appears to have little contact with 
organisations representing aviation ! 

 
Log Book Signing 
At the February Club meeting the 
Chairman outlined a change in procedure 
which was agreed by all members present. 
The old system of bringing a prize for the 
raffle as payment for the Certificate of 
Experience has now ceased. Bill will now 
charge £5.00 for this service on production 
of your log book. At the end of the year Bill 
will give a percentage of the fees received 
back to the Club. A similar arrangement 
used to apply when Don Law signed the 
books. 

 
Fly-ins 
Fly-ins covered by this issue:- 
23 May PFA IOW Fly in, Bembridge 
26th May Bob Hinds at Newnham (Tel 
01594 516320 
28-30 May Scottish Microlight Rally, Perth 
29-30 May PFA Shobdon Strut Fly in, 
Shobdon However, this does not in any way stop 

you from bringing a prize for the raffle if 
you so wish. 

29 May Microlight Fly in, Redlands Sarah 
Smith (Tel 01793 791014) 
2nd June Hartpury - John Hamer 
(Tel:01452 700314) 

 
Popham 2004 

5th June Defford - Vintage Cars and fund 
raising for Mission Aviation Fellowship 

Another Bank Holiday weekend and the 
unpredictable weather to match. Friday 
brought low cloud and rain but a number of 
the exhibitors still managed to fly in. 
Saturday was not any different but Sunday 
turned out to be the best day of the 
weekend with virtual wall-to-wall sunshine. 
Club members driving in reported that the 
weather did not clear until they 
approached the Swindon area.  

16th June Defford hosted by Mr Bumble 
(Tel 01386 751195) 
 
Please check with the organiser before 
setting out that the event is actually 
happening.  
 
This is a very important point since things 
can change without warning – cattle or 
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sheep may be put on the field at short 
notice or there may be local conditions 
which preclude flying. It would be good 
practise to incorporate this action as part 
of your pre-flight checks. Please also 
observe any special instructions given by 
the host of the fly-in – the good name of 
microlighting is at stake! 
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Medicals 
Have you checked the validity of your 
medical? With the fine weather here it is 
one of the things that is overlooked in the 
rush to get airborne again. In general 
terms you need one every five years until 
you reach the age of 65 when it becomes 
an annual event. Between the ages of 60 
and 65 the validity only lasts until your 65th 
birthday. Forms are available from the 
BMAA web site or their office or the CAA 
site. 
With the new "Declaration of Medical 
Fitness to Fly" a copy has to be sent to the 
BMAA. In case club members did not 
know the BMAA will accept an electronic 
copy, i..e. the original can be scanned and 
sent to them as an e-mail attachment. 
They ask for them not to be enlarged as 
they receive some that run onto a second 
page! 
Internet 
As the flying season begins to unfold those 
members thinking of visiting France will be 
interested to know that there is a useful 
website to help with flight planning giving 
Notam and other helpful information. Point 
your browser at http://olivia.aviation-
civile.gouv.fr  
 
JAR-FCL licences and microlights 
Under the ANO 2000 the designation 
“Single Engine Aeroplane” (SEP) includes 
all microlight aeroplanes and SLMG’s. 
Accordingly, the holder of a JAR-FCL 
licence with a SEP rating may exercise the 
priviledges of the JAR-FCL licence on 
microlight aeroplanes and SLMG’S in UK 
airspace only, without the necessity of 
obtaining a NPP which would be the 
normal licence of issue for such 
aeroplanes. The JAR-FCL licence can only 
be maintained with the appropriate 
medical certificate. The reduced medical 

requirement to maintain a NPPL will not be 
acceptable. 
 
Fly-in Report by Brian Finch 
The SVMC Wednesday night fly-ins finally 
got off the ground on Wednesday 12th 
May after a couple of false starts. The 
weather was set fair with little wind, no rain 
and haze a plenty. Our thanks must go to 
John and Sue Davis who entertained the 
ravenous pilots and passengers with tea, 
burgers and Hot Dogs while Andrew 
John’s "Chocolate" and Bruce Drake’s 
"Ikarus" made their debut. 
 
Other Flyers included Sue & Dave Steade 
(Kitfox), JH (MiniMax), Bob Hinds, and Ed 
Wells & Pete Smith. Dave Watson was 
reported to be leaving Over but never 
arrived. Well done everyone. 
 
RAFGSA Bicester Bash – see the Flyer 
overleaf for full details 
 
 
 

Safe flying in the coming months 

 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  

http://olivia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/
http://olivia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/
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