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This month’s meeting Wednesday 15th 
June 
For this and the next two months there will 
be no monthly meetings at the Farmers’ 
Club in Gloucester. Weather permitting, a 
fly-in will be arranged on each of these Club 
nights. This, in effect, means that every 
Wednesday evening until the September 
meeting there will be a fly-in. 

----------------------- 
 
Quote of the Month 
“He is most free from danger, who, even 
when safe, is on his guard.” — Publilius 
Syrus 

----------------------- 
 

Popham 2005. by Phil Hanman 
 
We had decided to fly to Popham on 
Saturday morning early. But as is often the 
case visibility very poor. Not to be deterred 
we set up our planes in readiness, we being 
George Cole/Paul Underwood, Ed Wells/ 
Pete Smith and me Phil Hanman/ Dave 
Watson. 10-00am came and all looked good 
so we donned our kit got aboard and 
headed off towards Redlands, in the air 
made radio contact with Jim Taylor who had 
already headed off some time before. 
Message read “Turn back and have a cup of 
time for an hour”. We did and an hour later 
we were on our way again this time making 
Redlands with no problems. Landing at 

Redlands we found we were to be one of 
many waiting for the all clear to go on to 
Popham. Some tried but had to turn back. 
After about an hour we decided to have a 
go. On with the kit and away this time Dave 
P1 me in the back and Paul and George as 
they were. All seemed OK till just after 
Membury with a lowering cloud base we had 
to reduce height and apply a full blown low 
level navex for best part of the rest of the 
way. Very exciting with GPS and charts 
working over time. We passed through a 
gap in the hill range before crossing the 
Newbury bypass and guess what the cloud 
base rose to about 1200ft on to Popham. 
Dave gave a radio call to those following we 
were on our way to Popham. The rest 
became a great talking point at the event. 
 
 As a club we were well represented and all 
had a great day. The flight back was just a 
delight and it turned out, to be one of the 
longest trips George had done in his plane, 
well done more to come.  
(The above report was received too late to 
be included in the last newsletter. My thanks 
to Phil for taking the time to put words on 
the computer – Ed) 
 
Weather Site 
John Hamer reports that the BBC have re-
vamped their weather forecast, but so have 
XCountry weather. Not only can you get the 
instantaneous wind/weather from various 



sites around the country, they now also 
provide a three hourly wind forecast for five 
days ahead... and it's all free! Now you can 
see if the fly in is going to be blown out well 
in advance! The site is :- 
http://www.xcweather.co.uk/ 

---------------------- 
 
Safety 
With the weather being a little more co-
operative it is worth emphasising the need 
to be vigilant both in pre-flight checks and 
when in the air. The more frequently you fly 
the more instinctive your reactions become 
but on the negative side it can also lead to 
complacency and over confidence. Don’t get 
yourself into a situation where you could be 
surprised by your aircraft and its reaction. 

----------------------- 
 
The Editor’s Wanderings 
In the past month or so Barbara and I have 
been touring the countryside seeing places 
that up to now were names on the map and 
“North of Watford”! These expeditions have 
turned out to be interesting in that we have 
come across some aviation related features 
which were unknown to us and which turned 
out to be more than interesting.  
 
We were on our way north and came across 
a leaflet publicising Eden Camp at Malton in 
North Yorkshire. This was a WWII German 
prisoner of war camp comprising some 29 
huts which has been preserved in its entirety 
and now houses an historical display 
covering the last war in particular together 
with the conflicts in the years following it. 
The original camp had housed German and 
Italian prisoners in huts with just over 1000 
in the camp at any one time. There were 64 
prisoners in each hut. 
 
There was a lot to read, particularly personal 
accounts of individual members of the 

services, plus every front page of 
newspapers covering the whole period of  

Eden Camp Aircraft 

the war. Truth is certainly stranger than 
fiction! 
 
One hut was the NAAFI serving tea and 
refreshments in spartan conditions typical of 
the time. In other huts there were 
reconstructions of blitz damage in a street, a 
typical high street of small shops – one with 
a notice which said “Closed – gone to war” 
and one showing a bomber command post.  
 
In two huts originally used as messes there 
were two two-man underwater chariots 
(human torpedoes) as used by the Italians in 
the Mediterranean. Seeing the real thing 
made you wonder how the crew must have 
felt riding on a battery powered cylinder to 
the front of which was attached a very large 
explosive charge!  
 
The size of the V1 Flying Bomb was quite a 
surprise. Many thousands of them dropped 
over Kent and London causing massive 
destruction. One of the problems at the time 
was that they travelled so fast that it was 
almost impossible to shoot them down 
before their fuel ran out and they “returned 
to earth” to reek their destruction 
 

http://www.xcweather.co.uk/


 
Many of the exhibits made you wonder how 
we ever managed to win the war since by 
today’s standards the equipment available 
was so basic and unsophisticated. 
 
We enjoyed our visit immensely and, 
despite four hours there, had to be thrown 
out as the last visitors at closing time having 
rushed around the last few exhibits. If you 
are in the area it is well worth a visit and the 
entry fee is only £4.50 – excellent value! 
Their web site is <www.edencamp.co.uk> 

------------------------ 
 
Dates for your Diary 
18th – 24th June – Fly UK rally starting 
from Redlands.  
 
24th -26th June Spamfield, Isle of Wight 
www.wightparty.org  
 
1st -3rd July Flying for Fun (PFA Rally) 
Kemble – look out for the Yellow AIC 
published nearer the date. 
 
25th – 31st July Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
 

------------------------ 
Fly-ins 
In addition to our own weekly events details 
of the following local fly-in have been 
received by John Hamer. 
 
By kind permission of Ken Bowen, Upfield 
Farm, South Wales premier private 
aerodrome is having its first ever fly-in and 

BBQ on Saturday the 16th of July 2005, join 
us for a good day out and fine food. Mogas 
can be arranged if necessary (please try to 
inform us in advance of amount). See 
Pooleys for airfield details and for further 
information ring Vaughan Rodgers on 07971 
431114 anytime, 01443 226035 evenings or 
Phil on 07721 432765 anytime, 01443 
225707 evenings. Location Upfield Farm, 
Newport, Gwent Coordinates N51'32.965 
W002'53.940   Radio Frequency 130.400 E-
mail contact vaughanrodgers@yahoo.com German V1 “Doodlebug” Flying 

bomb  
John Hamer also sent the following:- 
“After many false starts, another 
Wednesday night fly in actually took place 
on 8th June. 
On a glorious warm evening with superb 
visibility, 15 aircraft attended the fly in to 
Bob Hind's strip at Newnham. In addition a 
number of members came by road, and all 
were treated to a BBQ that Bob had laid on.  
 

Thank you Bob.” 
-------------------------- 

 

For Sale 
Kolb Twinstar Mk III G-MYKB 582 Rotax low 
hours, serious STOL superb visibility, fixed 
wing, enclosed. Heavy landing now repaired 
but needs reassembly of perspex, recover of 
cockpit fabric, respray front cockpit, engine 
checkover and all rubber eg engine hoses, 
tyres. All complete with tailor made trailer 
fully enclosed for transport and hangerage 
(wings fold and push/winch in) c/w radio, 
headsets, full build drawings & plans cost 
£14,000 selling for £8,000 Tel 01594 
810410 
 
Title Photo 
This month’s star of the front page is Bob 
Hind’s Flash 2 Alpha photographed at 
Defford last year. 
 
 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk 

http://www.wightparty.org/
mailto:vaughanrodgers@yahoo.com
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