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This month’s meeting 16th June Fly-in 
We will not be meeting at the Farmers’ 
Club. Instead there will be a Fly-in at 
Defford hosted by none other than “Mr 
Bumble”. BBQ food will be available. 
Members are invited to fly in from 6.00pm 
onwards or arrive by road. 
 
Dave Watson 60th anniversary 
commemorative flight. 16/05/04 Excellent 
day out: by Ed Wells with added detail from 
DW himself. 
 
Leg 1 Wing Farm – no probs 
Leg 2 Sandown (for Lunch) – big thermal 
hits over 
Boscombe 
Down 
Leg 3 
Redlands 
(for Tea) - 
smooth 
Leg 4 Over 
– smooth 
and cool 
 
Five SVMC 
flex wings 
and some 7 
or 8 members commemorated Dave 
Watson’s 60th birthday by heading to 
Sandown IOW. And yes we should have 
checked first – a big GA fly in on the same 
day – the sky was manically busy… But no 
landing fees. Thanks to Les and Anne for 
their hospitality at Redlands (we met up with 
them in Sandown) – they supplied us with 

tea and biscuits at Redlands before we 
finally headed back to Over. Around 5 hours 
total time for most of us.  
 
One aviator in the group decided that the 
local attractions were so good that he did 
not return with the others but stayed on for 
another day! He returned solo to Over and 
this was a pilot who has only held his 
licence for a year and flew down with the 
support of the group. Well done that man! 
 
Apparently a feature of the day was the fact 
that wherever they went nobody charged a 
landing fee and refreshments also came at 

no charge! 
The event 
was totally 
unplanned 

as far as 
destination 

was 
concerned. 
This was 
decided at 
the field on 

the 
morning of 
the flight. 

Dave Watson and friends

Safety 
Now that the flying season is in full swing it 
is worth drawing attention to a safety issue 
which could cause some embarrassment for 
the unwary pilot. The matter of wake 
turbulence must be high on the list of 
awareness when considering the number of 
flying events now available. It is important to 



remember that flexwings in particular 
produce large amounts of wake turbulence 
especially when travelling low and slow i.e. 
when landing. If you are following another 
aircraft on final approach aim to land at a 
point on the runway after the point at which 
the preceding aircraft‘s wheels contacted 
the runway. If this is not possible consider a 
go-around in the cause of safety. Wake 
turbulence is quite capable of turning your 
aircraft upside down and few aircraft, if any 
are capable of a safe landing in this position! 
The reverse applies to taking-off behind 
another aircraft – be airborne before the 
point on the runway at which the other 
aircraft left the ground. 
 
Charts 
On 10th June the latest quarter-mil chart for 
England East was published 
 
Temporary Restriction of Flying 
Regulations 
Kemble Airfield will be the subject of the 
above regulations for the Classic Jets show 
on 20th June. Be sure to avoid the area that 
day. 
Members are also reminded that two major 
flying events take place in our area next 
month - the PFA Rally at Kemble (9th – 11th 
July) and RIAT (14th – 19th July) at Fairford. 
Regulations will be published by Mauve AIC 
and Notams defining the restricted airspace 
covered by these events. Make sure you 
have this information before you fly. There is 
also a Yellow AIC which you must have 
with you if you intend to fly in to the PFA 
Rally. This year the PFA have not included a 
copy with their magazine so you will have to 
download a copy from the Internet. AIC’s 
can be accessed on the CAA site. 
 
Quote of the Month 
“Never stop being a kid. Never stop feeling 
and seeing and being excited with great 
things like air and engines and sounds of 
sunlight within you. Wear your little mask if 
you must to protect you from the world but if 
you let that kid disappear you are grown up 
and you are dead.” — Richard Bach 

Internet 
As the flying season begins to unfold those 
members thinking of visiting France will be 
interested to know that there is a useful 
website to help with flight planning giving 
Notam and other helpful information. Point 
your browser at http://olivia.aviation-
civile.gouv.fr  
 
Insurance Matters by Ed Wells 
For those that don’t realise. I just questioned 
our insurance bill in detail to see what could 
be done to reduce the premium £503 this 
year - ouch! The main variable components 
are plane value and associated pilot flying 
hours. I hadn’t realised that the latter had 
any effect but it’s worth keeping an eye on – 
example:- 
 
Our hull cover will run anywhere between 
£450 and £300 depending on pilot hours – 
and as luck would have it Pete got through 
his first 100 recently which did make a 
difference.  
Less than 100 - £450 
Over 100 - £380 
Over 150 - £325 
Over 200 - £300 – that’s the bottom. 
Also its kind of obvious that the plane value 
will decrease over time but you actively 
need to tell the insurance people. So a 
combination of Pete’s extra flying time and a 
slight reduction on plane value knocked £75 
off the insurance. Worth thinking about! 
 
Fly-in Reports 
 
Teddington Fly-in 
Yes the fly in at Teddington Hands took 
place. Around a dozen aircraft ventured out 
in the conditions. Brian has some photos of 
the event and should be able to supply 
some more details. 
 
Hartpury Fly-in by John Hamer 
With regard to the Hartpury fly in on 2nd 
June, those attending by air were Bob 
Hinds, Dave Watson/George Cole, Colin 
Davies, Roger Davies, Phil Hanman and 

http://olivia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/
http://olivia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/


 Bruce Fowler - the latter two making their 
first landing at Hartpury. Newnham Fly-in by Brian Finch 

After a number of false starts due to 
weather, Bob Hines hosted the third 
Wednesday Fly-in of the season on the 9th 
June. As usual, a well prepared strip and 
equally well prepared BBQ was enjoyed by 
all. 

Catspury Fly-in 

Newnham Flight Line 

 
Biscester Fly-in by John Hamer 
Andrew John and I flew there in the 
afternoon, to be joined later by Bruce Drake. 
We won't go into Bruce's arrival, except to 
say that he was completely floored by the 
space available - 350 acres, and he had to 
have two go’s getting it in! Bruce and I 
stayed for the Party, which was excellent. 
The following morning Roger Davies took 
me for a flight in one of his toys and showed 
me that you don't need an engine to stay up. 
Indeed the only way that day to come down 
was using the airbrakes which we did after 
an hour in the excellent gliding conditions. It 
was less than smooth air on the way home - 
well you can't have it all ways can you! 

 
Ten aircraft arrived despite the strong 
southerly wind and scattered showers. Mark 
Taylor flew in from Eastbach in his Quantum 
with Phil Whitmore in his Thruster. Dave 
Steade, Adrian Lloyd and your truly flew in 
Kitfoxes while JH arrived Minimax style. Its 
interesting to note the swing towards 3 axis 
flying over the last couple of years. Thanks 
very much to Bob and Phyllis for providing 
such a good venue. 

  
Aviation Oil Supplies by Myron Burak Defford Air Day 

Apparently the day was a huge success with 
an estimated 50 aircraft appearing during 
the day including our own JH. One 
unscheduled piece of entertainment 
occurred when the Air Ambulance helicopter 
had a call out and took off. The Fire Service 
were nearby and had all their helmets and 
equipment neatly laid out for inspection. The 
departure of the Air Ambulance resulted in 
all the yellow fire helmets taking flight at the 
same time! Some ended up on the top of the 
tall hangar and the fire service deployed 
their ladders to retrieve them! What a good 
job there were no flexwings nearby! 

Castrol Aviation 545LA is no longer 
available. The only alternative offered is 
TTS. It’s alright but much more expensive. 
Watts Trucks, Mercia Rd, Gloucester are 
keeping a couple of cases of 12 by 1ltr in 
stock, but at £119 for 12. I think Adrian 
Lloyd can get TTS at much nearer the old 
A545LA price. 
 
A Plea for space by Myron Burak 
Currently my microlight is hangered in the 
potato shed at Over Farm. Would people 
going there please be so kind as to 
remember this, and leave a clear run from 
the potato shed to the strip, particularly  



around the narrow bit as you go from the 
farm yard onto the strip. If you park your car 
so as to leave me room, I will really 
appreciate it. 
 
Wednesday Fly-ins 
Since  the weather and prevailing conditions 
at the chosen venue govern whether a fly-in 
takes place, it has been decided not to 
publish any advanced schedule of 
Wednesday fly-ins. However, those 
members on e-mail are advised to check 
their Inbox every Tuesday evening when an 
announcement will be made regarding the 
venue for the following night’s fly-in. 
Members not on e-mail should check with a 
member who is on e-mail or phone JH on 
01452 700314 after 5.00pm on the Tuesday 
evening to ascertain the position and obtain 
any PPR details. The only regular venue is 
on the first Wednesday of each month at 
JH’s strip at Hartpury – again subject to 
weather and cattle on the strip (including a 
friendly bull!) 
 
Victoria Cross sold for £235,250 
 
Following the talk about medals at the April 
meeting the following account was seen in a 
national newspaper recently. It proves once 
again that truth is stranger than fiction! 
 
Warrant Officer Norman Jackson, who died 
in 1994, was awarded the medal for hls 
heroism in attempting to save the Lancaster 
bomber of 106 Squadron after it was 
attacked by a German night fighter during a 
raid on Schweinfurt on night of April 26, 
1944. 
The fighter’s attack had started a fire in the 
starboard wing of the four-engined Lanaster 
and the 25-year-old Jackson, then a 
Sergeant, climbed out into the freezing 
200mph slipstream in an attempt to 
extinguish it and save the aircraft. Using a 
fire extinguisher while clinging on with one 
hand, he had put out the blaze when the 
fighter opened fire again, wounding 
Sergeant Jackson and causing him to lose 
his grip. 

 
His parachute snagged on the aircraft and 
caught alight before breaking free. He put 
out the flames with his hands during his 
descent into captivity. The Lancaster 
crashed killing two of the crew of seven. 
 
Spamfield 2004 
The well renowned Spamfield i.e. the fly in 
to the Isle of Wight (Sandown), is scheduled 
for 25th- 27th June when literally hundreds 
of microlights are expected to descend on 
the Island. It should be noted that Sandown 
frequency recently changed and is 120.275. 
More details on the BMAA website. It is said 
that JH is planning to take part in the Fly UK 
event that precedes it and ends that 
weekend in the IoW. 
  

Dates for your Diary 
19th June Fly UK rally departs from Long 
Marston 
25th – 27th June Spamfield, Isle of Wight 
(See the item above) 
3rd – 4th July Wye Valley Fliers fly-in at 
Broadmeadow Farm 
9th – 11th July PFA Rally Kemble Airfield 
Pilots flying in must have a copy of the 
relevant AIC with them. 
10th – 11th July “Wings and Wheels”, Fish 
Meadow, Upton-on-Severn. Includes a 
Microlight Fly-in PPR only. Contact Aerolite 
on 07770 680195 
17th – 18th July RIAT at Fairford - be aware 
of airspace restrictions in the week before 
and the week after the event. 
27th – 31st July EAA Airventure, Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, USA 
27th – 28th November International 

Airsports Exhibition, Telford 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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