
 
 

            June 2003 
 
This Month’s Meeting 
The annual Club Barbeque and Treasure Hunt 
at Over Farm will be the focus for the meeting 
on Wednesday 18th June. Pilots intending to 
participate in the Treasure Hunt should aim to 
be at Over by 6pm in order to be briefed on the 
task to be flown. Contact Robbie Keene on 
07831 237353 if the weather appears marginal 
on the day to establish if conditions are suitable.  
Non-flying members are welcome to drive in and 
partake of the BBQ. This is a Club event to 
which members can bring their families. 
However, be aware that aircraft will be coming 
and going so children should be supervised at 
all times. 
Should the weather not be flyable we will meet 
at the Farmers’ Club at the usual time. 
New Young Pilot 
Robbie’s eldest son Rees has passed his GFT 
and is awaiting the return of the paperwork from 
the CAA. Congratulations Rees! He was born in 
the year that Robbie himself did his microlight 
training. Robbie wonders if Rees is the first 
“second generation” microlight pilot in the Club?  
World Microlight Championships 
The World Microlight Championships will be 
taking place at Long Marston from 23rd to 31st 
August. Teams will start arriving from 18th 
August and will be familiarising themselves with 
the area and practising simulated tasks during 
that week. The Red Arrows have been booked 
to appear at the Opening Ceremony and 
entrance to the ceremony and to the evening 
social event will cost £10.  
Our own Robbie Keene is heavily involved in the 
organisation of the tasks for the event and is 
looking for volunteers to assist him. Duties will 
mainly be concerned with assisting the principal 
marshals and will include observing 
takeoffs/landings, retrieving aircraft which have 

landed out for some reason and other duties 
necessary for the smooth running of the event. It 
is not necessary to be available for the whole of 
the championships – a few days of your time will 
be very much appreciated. If you can give some 
time contact Rob on 07831 237353 as soon as 
possible. 
Rob would be particularly interested in hearing 
from you if you have a few days to spare and 
you have a video recorder which you would be 
willing to use. As with all competitions there are 
protests at the judges’ decisions and video 
evidence can support or refute a protest. 
A band has been booked for every night of the 
event. There will be catering and a bar on site 
as well as a manufacturers’ Trade Show but the 
latter will only be there over the Bank Holiday 
weekend. 
More information can be found on the web site 
at www.wmc2003.org  
Quote of the Month 
Mix ignorance with arrogance at low altitude and 
the results are almost guaranteed to be 
spectacular. Bruce Landsberg, Executive 
Director of the AOPA Air Safety Foundation. 
 
Broadmeadow Farm Fly-in. 
Chris Payne and Brian Finch appear to be the 
only two Club members who attended this 
event. Chris flew his Xair and found himself 
dodging rain showers all the way there and 
again on the return journey. He almost managed 
it but got caught by one heavy shower just as he 
was landing back at Defford! There was a good 
turn out of both flexwings and three-axis aircraft. 
Chris Finnegan, BMAA Chief Executive, in his 
912 flexwing and Gordon Salter in the new 
luminous orange Xair Falcon with the Verner 
engine were two noticeable attendees. 

http://www.wmc2003.org/


Wednesday Fly-ins 
The Treasurer will be circulating a list of dates 
and asking for volunteers to host one of these 
weekly fly-ins. Some concern was expressed at 
the last Committee meeting that the catering 
arrangements at these weekly events in the 
summer seemed to be growing into full-blown 
BBQ’s. Bearing in mind the fact that these fly-ins 
can only happen if members are willing to put 
their strip at the disposal of other members, it 
was felt that the hosts were being subjected to 
undue and unnecessary peer pressure keep up 
with each other. As the Editor commented in the 
last issue, this was not the intention when the 
idea of weekly fly-ins was first put forward. The 
Committee wishes to make it clear that, while 
accepting that some hosts might wish to provide 
a good selection of refreshments, there is no 
pressure or expectation that everyone must do 
the same. It is, after all, primarily a reason to 
justify flying on a Wednesday evening. It was 
even suggested that members requiring food 
should, perhaps, bring their own! (Now there’s a 
revolutionary thought!  Who says the Committee 
are a load of old fogeys? Ed) 
The Verner Engine 
This is the Czech manufactured engine of 
1400cc producing 80hp at 5000 rpm (for 5 
minutes maximum!). Fuel consumption is said to 
be about 8 to 10 litres an hour. On the outside it 
looks far less complicated than the Rotax 912 
which always gives the impression of a 
“plumber’s nightmare”. 

 
The Verner engine on an Xair 

Monthly Meetings 
Your Committee try very hard to provide an 
interesting programme of speakers for the 
monthly meetings. However, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to source speakers or to 
think of topics which would prove interesting. 
(Those who attended the last meeting when 

First Aid was the subject were surprised at how 
interesting and enlightening the presentation 
was.) Can you help? Do you know of someone 
who would be willing to come and talk to the 
Club – not necessarily on an aviation topic as 
we seem to have covered most of these over 
the past few years. Suggestions to Bill Austin 
please. 
Flight Planning 
Members are now getting into the habit of 
planning longer trips which sometimes entails 
having to get maps which may be used for that 
one trip only. We all know of the requirement to 
carry a current map when flying so if you do go 
for a trip you should have purchased the up-to-
date map to cover the trip. However, if you just 
want to look at the feasibility of a trip £14 a map 
is a lot of money. It has been suggested that 
there are several members in the Club who, 
between them, have maps covering most of the 
country but possibly not the most recent edition. 
These could be used for initial planning. The 
suggestion is that if you have “out of date” maps 
that you would be willing to let other members 
have either permanently or on short term loan 
then let Bill Austin know and he will co-ordinate 
requests or publish details 
Stop Press – Defford Fly-in 
Brian Finch hosted a fly-in at Defford just as we 
were going to press. Nine aircraft attended 
including four flexwings all of which had exciting 
arrivals due to the turbulence off the buildings at 
the eastern end of the runway. Brian was a 
rather larger version of Jamie Oliver behind the 
BBQ while Julie kept the kettle and cups of tea 
flowing. Thanks Brian for organising things. 
Pictures will appear in the next issue 
Dates for your Diary 
20 – 22th June The Wight Party Sandown, Isle 
of Wight – register on the website - 
<www.kiss400.com/wightparty> 
25 – 28th June Round Britain Rally starting at 
Barton and finishing at Ince Blundell. 
5 – 6th July Nationals Round at Plaistows 
contact Rob Grimwood and Chris Saysall 07786 
034439 
11 – 13th July PFA Rally at Kemble members 
£5 non-members £15. 
 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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