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This Month’s Meeting/ Fly-in - 

Wednesday 16th July 

Weather permitting there should be 

another fly-in arranged. Watch your 

Inbox for details. However, given the 

pattern so far, don’t hold your breath!

Quote of the Month

“An airplane might disappoint any 

pilot but it'll never surprise a good 

one.” — Len Morgan

Kemble Reprieved

Kemble Airfield will be allowed to 

carrying on flying. In a dramatic u-

turn, Cotswold District councillors  

narrowly voted in favour of allowing 

general flying activities at the airfield. It 

had been said that only storing, 

maintaining and repairing aircraft were 

lawful operations and any other type of 

flying at the site was illegal. This put the 

future of the airfield in jeopardy. But 

after an hour and a half of intense 

debate, members rejected officers’ 

recommendations and instead backed 

airfield operators.

Safety

I hope no Club members been caught 

out or, worse still, caught up in the 

RIAT weekend flying. Last year too many 

displays were cancelled or disrupted by 

aircraft infringing the Temporary 

Restricted Airspace around such events. 

The possible result of straying into this 

airspace does not bear thinking about 

either from the point of view of the pilot 

concerned (CAA prosecution or death 

even) or of the disappointment of the 

attendees when a display is aborted due 

to the thoughtlessness of one individual. 

Make use of NOTAMS and AIC’s plus 

telephone numbers to check the situation 

along your proposed route while planning 

your trip.

Club Treasure Hunt - by Rob Keene

On the 24th July a group of people 

gathered together at Over Farm for 

the Over Farm Treasure Hunt. It was a 

reasonable forecast but nevertheless 

dark clouds were looming, fortunately 

the winds were light.

The objective of the Treasure Hunt was 

to fly to 20 churches around the Forest of 

Dean and identify whether they had a 

tower, spire or wedge (cheap version) It 

wasn't as easy as it sounds as some were 

well hidden in trees and sometimes there 

were several churches to choose from.

On return from the church hunt the 

competitors had to land over a tape, 

without breaking it, and stop in the 

shortest distance: in other words a 

simulated short field landing which was 

good fun to watch. Dick Osler veered into 

the corn and Andy Lewis nearly joined 

him, but kept it together and stopped in 

82 metres, winning this task. 
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The final result was very close with Andy 

Lewis beating Jim Taylor by only 10 

points. 

After the flying, Abbie Keene had 

prepared some pizzas that were cooked 

in the wood fired oven. They seemed to 

be enjoyed by all, as were the 

strawberries and cream which followed.

 

Let's hope for some better weather soon, 

to enjoy some more evening fly-ins.

(Editor’s Note;-  Seven aircraft took 

part - two flexwings and five three-

axis machines. The youngest participant 

was Harry Davis who acted as 

spotter/navigator for his father John. 

Other flying Club members were Phil 

Hanman, ‘Budge’ Bircher, Steven Sykes, 

Steve Slade and Dick Osler. Well done to 

them all.)

Fly-in Reports

18th June - Club Treasure Hunt and 

BBQ - Postponed due to weather.

24th June - Club Treasure Hunt and 

BBQ - see separate report.

2nd July - Cancelled due to weather 

9th July - Cancelled due to national 

severe weather warning!

Internet

Follow the progress of Ian Nuttall and 

Jon Ingram on their “Australian 

Challenge” by checking out their website 

<www.youvegotwings.com> They flew 

out at the beginning of July and hopefully 

should be five days into their trip by the 

time you read this.

Popham Trade fair

Fingers crossed that the weather for 

the weekend of 2nd and 3rd of August 

will be kind and the runway will have 

dried out by then! Although it might not 

be the “opener” for the season many 

more pilots and visitors may be tempted 

to attend in the hope that, at least, it will 

be a bit warmer than usual!

Now that 12 months have passed since 

the introduction of SSDR we may well see 

some new single seaters on show 

especially as the latest edition of 

Microlight Flying lists 10 new aircraft 

falling into this category. Some of them 

were at the NEC last December but now 

we might have the chance to see them 

flying.

Entrance is £5 whichever way you arrive 

and it could be a nice day out (as long as 

you keep a firm hold of your wallet!)

Dates for your Diary

25th – 27th July – Bleriot 100. Mass 

microlight crossing of the English Channel 

to mark Louis Bleriot’s 100th 

anniversary. Contact: Frank Spiniello 

frankspiniello@hotmail.co.uk

28th July – 3rd August – Oshcosh, 

USA. EAA 56th Annual Fly-in Convention. 

www.eaa.org

2nd - 3rd August - Popham Trade Fair

29th -30th November - BMAA / BHPA 

Show at the NEC. The AGM of the BMAA 

will take place over the weekend.
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Editor’s Comment

Here we are 10 weeks into the weekly 

fly-in season and the statistics show that 

we have managed precisely four events 

due to weather. Perhaps summer will 

come in the next nine weeks!

Bill Austin (Editor)
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