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This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 

16th January

This month the principal item on the 

agenda will be the Annual General 

Meeting.  The meeting will start at 

8.00pm prompt. The agenda for the 

meeting is;-

1. Apologies for absence

2. Chairman’s 

report 

3. Treasurer’s 

Accounts

4. Acceptance of 

Club accounts

5. To approve 

Club fees for 2008

6. Election of 

Officers

7. Election of 

Committee

8. Presentation of 

Club Trophies

9. Any other 

business.

Quote of the Month

“The exhilaration of flying is too 

keen, the pleasure too great, for it 

to be neglected as a sport.” — Orville 

Wright

Christmas Party Winners

Rumour has it that this year’s 

Christmas Party was the best ever. Of 

special note was the catering. What a 

magnificent spread and all provided from 

within the Club by ‘Mon’, the “Over 

Catering Manager”. Congratulations and 

thanks to her for her efforts.

There was a good 

show of photos for 

the competitions 

but possibly not as 

many as last year - 

a reflection of the 

effect of the 

weather on flying 

generally? 

Considering the 

number of members 

present the number 

of votes cast for all 

photos was very low 

but nonetheless 

winners emerged.

The winner of the Air to Ground category 

was Monica with her photo of 

Tewkesbury during the July floods. 

Andrew John won the Ground to Air 

category with his shot of a paramotor at 

Air to Ground Winner - Monica

A Happy New Year and Safe 
Flying to all our readers
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Long Marston. The Severn 

Valley Photographer of the 

Year was won by Rees and 

Matt Keene again with a photo 

taken during the July floods. 

Congratulations to all of them.

Airborne again by Andrew 

John

It has been a over two years 

since I flew solo in a Himax, 

but two days ago (second 

week of December 2007 

approx - Ed) I opened the 

throttle in Chocolat II, sped along JH’s 

strip and climbed into a clear blue 

midday winter sky. Instantly I 

felt at home with the handling 

and again enjoyed the crisp 

response to power and trim 

changes as I settled down to 

practising manoeuvres including 

slow speed control and stall 

reactions. For my first landing I 

chose the long and open strip at 

Over and had no difficulty in 

making a passable landing. 

I have now flown for three hours 

and already feel more confident 

and familiar with the aircraft’s 

characteristic handling. In 

addition I am delighted to be 

airborne again. I owe many people a 

great debt of gratitude for their support 

and encouragement to fly again, in 

particular JH, my fellow fliers and not 

least my family and friends.

(Note:- Unfortunately this 

article was received too late 

for the December edition - Ed)

Safety

We have had some very 

cold days since our 

Christmas meeting which 

have probably not been to the 

liking of flexwing flyers 

especially. However, it might 

be worth your checking your 

aircraft is suitably protected 

from the animals which have a habit of 

finding warm, sheltered places to spend 

the long, cold, dark nights. Go and give 

Ground to Air Winner - ‘ET’ by Andrew John

SVMC Photographers of the Year
Rees and Matt Keene

Andrew John back in the Air again
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your aircraft a thorough check over and 

take appropriate steps to repel lodgers. 

Make a point of doing this at least once 

a month if you do not use the aircraft. 

Better to find a problem now rather than 

the first occasion in the year when you 

are itching to get back in the air. It is 

usually then that the manufacturers find 

their telephones red hot with pleas for 

urgent servicing and repairs. The winter 

period is therefore the ideal time to 

have a thorough service done by the 

factory when they are less likely to be 

busy or pressurised.

Nationals at Over Again

Robbie Keene is again hosting a 

round of the Nationals at Over farm 

this year. This time it is the first round 

and the dates are 19th and 20th April. 

He is again asking for volunteers to help 

with the organisation and running of the 

weekend. Last year a number of Club 

members gave their services and 

enjoyed themselves in the process. If 

you can give up one or both days or 

even part of a day please contact Robbie 

on 07831 237353 or by e-mail on 

rob.keene@btinternet.com

Rotax Engine Mandatory 

Service Bulletin 912 and 912S 

Engines

The bulletin refers to the replacement 

of the gearbox on some 912 and 914 

series engines. It contains a 

comprehensive list of engine and 

gearbox serial numbers for engines in 

both microlights and GA installations. 

Copies of the bulletin can be 

downloaded from <updates@rotax-

owner.com> or directly from Skydrive 

so there is no excuse for not checking 

whether your gearbox is one of those 

affected.

Dates for your Diary

3rd – 4th April - Popham Microlight 

Trade Fair and Fly-in

8th -14th April - Sun ‘n Fun, Lakeland, 

Florida

12th -  15th - June – Spamfield, Isle of 

Wight. Discount booking now open. Or-

ganiser; John Moore. Contact 

<john@cyberstitch.co.uk>

25th – 27th July – Bleriot 100. Mass 

microlight crossing of the English Channel 

to mark Louis Bleriot’s 100th anniversary. 

Contact: Frank Spiniello 

frankspiniello@hotmail.co.uk

28th July – 3rd August – Oshcosh, 

USA. EAA 56th Annual Fly-in Convention. 

www.eaa.org
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Happy memories and looking 

forward to this year’s flying season! 


