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The two intrepid  aviatorss

This month’s meeting Wednesday

17th Febuary

This month’s meeting will be a talk by

Myron Burak & Stephen Sykes on their

Fly UK 2009 adventure. We will be

starting at 8.00pm.

Quote of the Month

“There are two kinds of airplanes --

those you fly and those that fly you.

You must have a distinct understanding

at the very start as to who is the boss.”

— Ernest K. Gann

Martin Bromage

The memorial service for Martin was

held  on 5th February. Hundreds of

family and friends packed into Gloucester

Cathedral to pay tribute to Martin - a

devoted father who ‘was always looking

for the next great adventure’. His flight

to Australia was to raise funds for Help

for Heroes and donations can still be

made on his website at www.flytoaus.com

Club Annual General Meeting

Chairman's Report  (Bob Hinds)

The Chairman, in introducing his report,

said that the deaths of three Club

members in the last 12 months made it

difficult to say that the Club had had a

good year. He asked those present to

stand and observe one minute's silence

in respect of the death of Martin Bromage

on 18 January. Despite these tragic

events he felt that the Club was serving

members well with a varied programme

of talks and fly-ins divided between winter

and summer programmes. He reviewed

the talks which had been given and noted,

particularly, that given by Phil Hanman

about Gloucester in bygone years. He

commented that members had found  this

a fascinating talk and it showed that not

all topics for Club meetings should be

restricted to aviation. As far as fly-ins

were concerned, there had been eight in

the whole of the season with, perhaps,

the most memorable for some members

being the fly-in to Gloucestershire Airport

which 16 aircraft attended. It was

particularly good to know that Darren

Lewington, Operations Manager at the
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Airport, had been very impressed with the

airmanship shown by the Club pilots and

would be pleased to welcome Club aircraft

in the future.

Within the club there were some 45

aircraft of which only 17 were flexwings

and there was only one deregulated single

seater which was a Dragonfly. It was

interesting to note that the majority of

aircraft were two seaters. Perhaps this

was an indication that pilots liked to share

their enthusiasm for flying with other

people.  The club had also had the success

in the World Air Games in Turin where

Robbie and Rees Keene had come second

in the team event and Rees took third

place in the solo flexwing category at the

World Championships. It was pleasing to

note that four Club aircraft had

participated in the National Round at Over

Farm. The annual Club Treasure Hunt

organised by Robbie Keene was another

success with 12 aircraft taking part. The

winners were Myron Burak and Stephen

Sykes with Rees Keene second and John

Hamer and Andrew John third.

The Chairman felt that special thanks

were due to Monica for her catering

expertise at various events during the

year and especially for the Club Christmas

party when she was assisted by two other

ladies. In closing he expressed his thanks

to the Secretary, Committee and all Club

members. He said that he had particularly

enjoyed being Chairman but had decided

to stand down this year. He gave his best

wishes to the incoming Chairman.

The Chairman's report was accepted by

the meeting.

Treasurer's Report (Adrian Peatman)

The Treasurer referred to the statement

of accounts and budget for 2010 which

had been circulated with Airscrew. He

drew attention to the fact that despite the

continued rise in membership the Club

had incurred a loss of £236 over the year.

There had been a slight profit on raffle

sales and three donations had been made

during the year to Help for Heroes,

Mission Aviation Fellowship and the Air

Ambulance. He proposed that there

should be no change in Club membership

subscriptions for 2010.

The accounts for 2009, the Budget for

2010 and the recommendation that there

should be no change in Club membership

subscriptions were all accepted.

Club subscriptions are now due.

Please complete the attached

membership form and return it to the

Treasurer as soon as possible.

Election of Officers

John Hamer, Club Secretary, proposed a

vote of thanks to Bob Hinds for his work

as Chairman over the past two years and

asked for nominations for his

replacement. Dick Ostler was proposed

and duly elected.

John Hamer was unanimously elected as

Club Secretary and Adrian Peatman as

Club Treasurer.

Several other club members formed the

remainder of the Committee but it was

open to any Club Member to attend any

of the committee meetings.

Awards

Each year the club made two awards to

recognise achievement and enthusiasm

in relation to microlight flying.

The Spitfire Trophy was awarded to

members who had shown outstanding

achievement in the previous year. This

year it was awarded to Robbie and Rees

Keene to acknowledge their success in the

World Air Games plus the fact that they

had actually flown out and back to the

event in the Czech Republic.

The Poser Trophy is awarded to

acknowledge continued enthusiasm for

microlight flying during the year. This

year it was awarded to Andrew John who

had started microlighting in 1998, had

both flown and built flexwings, built a
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small fixed wing aircraft, survived two

crashes and was still actively engaged in

and very enthusiastic about microlight

flying.

Any Other Business

The only item to be raised under this

heading was a vote of thanks to the Editor

of Airscrew for the production of the

monthly Club newsletter proposed by

Andrew John.

The evening concluded with a showing of

a professionally shot video of a flight in

Andy Lewis' SkyRanger. The video was

dedicated to the memory of Rex Paddock

and Mark Taylor Club members who had

died in a flying accident last year.

Club Subscriptions 2010

Members are reminded that

subscriptions are now due. As agreed

at the AGM rates are £15 for e-mail

recipients of Airscrew and £20 for those

receiving the hard copy. Please let the

Treasurer have your money as soon as

possible.

Letter From The Incoming Chairman

Hi to all of you, and thank you for

giving me your support and the

chance to chair the club and hopefully

move it forward.

Firstly, I would like to thank the outgoing

Chairman, Bob Hinds, for the work he has

done over the last two years. We are on

a firm financial footing and the

membership numbers have remained

steady. Also, without the hard work put

in by John Hamer, Adrian Peatman, Bill

Austin and other committee members,

our club would probably cease to exist.

Thank you one and all.

It is a sad start to the year however, when

I had to write a letter of condolence on

behalf of SVMC to the family of Martin

Bromage. We can only speculate as to the

cause of the accident and the facts will

come out eventually. It is desperately sad

and the public only sees this as another

microlight accident. They still think of us

as unlicenced lunatics with a hang glider

wing coupled to a lawn mower engine. I

think that it is time that we attempt to

educate as many people as possible in our

locality on the hi-tech and safety aspects

of our sport. My God, we have come a

long way since the early eighties and

people need to know about this!

With this thought in mind, later in the

year when the runways have dried out

and the weather (hopefully) is settled, I

would like to organise a Severn Valley

Microlight Club Open Day at a location and

date to be decided. I am not suggesting

that we fly anybody and everybody that

wants a trip but people need to see what

modern Microlight Aviation is all about

and get to know that we are not hooligans

(some of us ancient hooligans!) aviating,

unlicenced, around the sky! Who knows,

this may attract new members to the Club

or people who want to learn to fly, but at

the very least, people may get a better

understanding of what we are all about.

Another idea that I have in mind is a Club

fly-out for at least one weekend. We need

to cater for all types of aircraft e.g.

two-stroke flexwings up to four-stroke hot

ships. No venue, distance or date in mind

at the moment, so get your thinking caps

on! However, it does have to be

somewhere that has a pub close to the

airfield so that we can get fed and

“watered” on the evening stayover!

The most important thing to remember is

that this is your Club. It is your ideas that

count. If you have anything to say, then

please open your mouth. Some of the best

ideas remain dormant because they

haven't been given the chance to get

aired. Speak to me, John, Bill, Phil,

Adrian, Andrew, etc.

Lastly, please fly safely. Don't take

unacceptable risks. I am a novice pilot

with 300+ hours P1 and I would be the

last one to try to tell anybody how to fly.

We have all heard of this but it doesn't
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hurt to repeat it again. When we start

flying we have a full bag of luck and an

empty bag of experience. The trick is to

get something in the bag of experience

before the bag of luck is empty!

Blue skies and light winds for 2010!

Dick Osler

Battered and Bruised but in good

heart by Andrew John

I'm glad to report Ed is well on his way

to recovery, having accompanied him

to the Pine Clump on the summit of May

Hill today, 1st February. (See picture)

He is frustrated more about the

inefficiency of the NHS Management not

dealing with his recovery as promised,

than about his physical disabilities related

to being held together by an

uncomfortable corset which creaks and

wheezes (farts!) as he moves! However,

he can still produce a very tasty toasted

bacon sandwich! Modern technology

keeps him in touch with the outside world,

a return to which he hopes to celebrate,

with a visit to our next meeting.

An unusual event

Just in case you did not tap your

barometer in the house or check your

altimeter setting in your aircraft around

6pm on Tuesday evening 26th January,

you missed an unusual event. That being,

the barometric pressure reached a rare

high of 1040 millibars,  here in South

Worcestershire.

With the International Standard Pressure

setting being 1013.2 mb, as you well

know, this was a further 27 mb, which

multiplied by 30 ft per millibar equals a

staggering 810 feet! This emphasises very

well the importance of zeroing one’s

altimeter as part of our cockpit checks

before takeoff. Overlooked and this could

lead to tragedy.

The same evening the sunset was

fantastic, unobscured by cloud and

filtered by haze, the orange orb sank

behind the Malverns. I just wish I had

been aloft to enjoy it longer!

Pre-flighting Rotax Engines

What's special about preflighting the

Rotax engines found on most LSAs?

Tim Brooks, Director of Maintenance for

Heart of Virginia Aviation, takes you on a

just-the-facts tour explaining what you're

looking for and why it's important. Follow

this link to see the video.

http://www.avweb.com/eletter/archives/

avflash/1560-full.html#201882

Mandatory Permit Directive: 2010-

001 TRELLEBORG HYDRO K HOSES

Trelleborg Hydro K hose is used on a

number of microlight, gyroplane and

amateur built aircraft operating on a UK

Permit to Fly.  The CAA has been made

On top of the World?
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aware of a number of occurrences of

cracking of this hose type, which has

occurred within 6 months from new. The

MPD is effective from 14th February

2010.

Compliance with the Directive must be:-

a) Within 28 days of the effective date of

this MPD, visually inspect all Trelleborg

Hydro K flexible hoses for signs of

cracking. If any cracks are found, before

further flight, replace the affected hose(s)

with new parts or an alternative approved

hose.

b) If no cracks are found under a) inspect

the hoses for cracks at intervals of 30

flight hours or every month, whichever is

the shorter. If cracks are found during any

of these inspections, the hoses are to be

replaced with new parts or an alternative

approved hose.

Full details and a picture of a cracked hose

can be seen at

http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/33/2010020

9MPD2010001.pdf

Upfield Farm Airstrip

Upfield Farm now closed due to

planning problems forcing the owner

Ken Bowen to dig up his concrete runway

and pull down his hangers. Four aircraft

have moved to Over - so we welcome new

members.

Dates for your diary

13th – 18th April – Sun ‘n Fun,

Lakeland, Florida. www.sun-nfun.org

3rd – 5th May – Microlight Trade

Fair, Popham. www.popham-

airfield.co.uk

29th – 31st May Ultralight Single

Seater Rally (USSR), Sywell,

Northants. Organiser David Bremner

E-mail dbremner@f2s.com

11th 13th June – Spamfield 2010,

Sandown, Isle of Wight.

www.spamfield.org Organiser John

Moore john@cyberstitch.co.uk

18th - 27th June - Fly-UK 2010.

Starting in the Midlands and ending at

Sutton Meadows. Register on

www.flyuk.org by 13th June. Contact

Tom Dawson at tom@fly-uk.org

24th – 25th July – The Great

Westonzoyland Scrumpy ‘n’ Cheese

Fly-in. Co-ordinates N5106.60

W00255.58 www.weston-

zoylandflyingclub.co.uk Organiser Mick

Evans mick.evens@mypostoffice.co.uk

26th July – 1st August – Oshcosh

Airventure, Wisconsin, USA.

www.airventure.org

7th – 15th August – European

Microlight Championships, Sywell

Aerodrome, Northants. Contact Keith

Negal 01327 361305

keith.negal@me.com or Rob Hughes

07977 147690 rob@orleton.co.uk

3rd – 5th September – LAA Rally,

Sywell Aerodrome, Northants. Book

your slot on

www.sywellaerodrome.co.uk  Contact

LAA www.laa.uk.com

Acknowledgements

Dick Osler for his letter and photo. Mike

Oakley for the Rotax link. Andrew John

for the report on Ed Wells. John Hamer

for many interesting “snippets” and photo!

Bill Austin (Editor)

bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk

01684 833789


