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Poser Award Winner - Bill Keel-Stocker

This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 

20th February

This month our speaker is Jim Pierce 

and he will be telling us about his 

flight around South Africa last year. It 

should be an interesting talk and bring a  

little warmth to our cold winter evening. 

The meeting will start at 8.00pm 

prompt.

Quote of the 

Month

“Flying was a 

very tangible 

freedom. In those 

days, it was beauty, 

adventure, 

discovery -- the 

epitome of breaking 

into new worlds.” - 

Anne Morrow 

Lindbergh,  1929.

Chairman’s 

Report to the Club 

AGM

The Chairman 

welcomed 

everyone to the 

2008 AGM and 

introduced Nick Hayward as a new 

member. He then reviewed the meetings 

held last year and went on to detail the 

Wednesday Fly-Ins. Out of a possible 15 

evenings only eight proved good enough 

for fly-ins to actually take place. On 

behalf of the Club he thanked those who 

had hosted fly-ins - Adrian Burden, Gary 

Ball, Dave Steade, John Hamer, Robbie 

Keene and John Davis. As for the 

majority of the year the weather was the 

predominant feature with wind, rain and 

floods ruling out many events.

He drew attention to the fact that Club 

members had participated in at least one 

round of the Nationals in the year and, 

despite being up against known national 

winners, had put in some very creditable 

performances. He 

expressed the 

hope that this 

would encourage 

other members to 

have a go in 2008.

As far as 

microlight flying 

was concerned, 

Single Seat 

Deregulation 

(SSDR) had 

arrived in April and 

had led to the 

introduction of 

some new aircraft. 

The threat of 

having to have a 

transponder in 

every aircraft had 

now been 

postponed from 

2008 to 2012 but had not gone away 

altogether.

In closing he thanked the Club for their 

support during his term of office.

Treasurer’s Report to the Club AGM

The Treasurer had circulated copies of 

the 2007 accounts at the meeting. 

Club members will receive a copy of the 

accounts as part of this newsletter. 
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Membership fees remain the same as for 

2007 i.e. £20 for those receiving the hard 

copy and £15 for those receiving the 

e-mail version. It was also agreed that  

fees new members would be determined 

by the version of the newsletter that they 

opted to receive i.e. no premium would 

be charged. They would still receive a 

Club badge. With this amendment the  

accounts and the Treasurer’s 

recommendations were accepted.

Election of Officers

The Chairman, Brian Finch, indicated 

that he wished to stand down this 

year and invited nominations for his 

replacement. Bob Hinds was the only 

nomination and his election was 

approved unanimously. The outgoing 

Chairman was the first to congratulate 

Bob and wished him success for the 

future.

John Hamer and Adrian Peatman were 

re-elected unopposed as Secretary and 

Treasurer respectively. The remainder of 

the Committee were re-elected en bloc.

Club Awards

The winner of the Spitfire  Award was 

Rees Keene for his performance with 

Robbie Keene in the  European 

Championships 2007 in the Czech 

Republic. The presentation of the Award 

will be made at a later Club Meeting.

The Poser Award was won by Bill Keel-

Stocker. Having converted to three-axis 

flying he had purchased a bright orange 

Xair - the aircraft itself being worthy of 

the award in its own right!

Any Other Business

Referring to the healthy state of the 

Club’s accounts, Andrew John 

proposed that an annual donation of 

£100 be made to the local Air Ambulance 

service. The service relied entirely on 

charitable donations for its continued 

existence  and he had good reason to be 

grateful for the service and their 

expertise. The proposal was accepted 

unanimously.

Membership fees

Club membership fees are now due. 

Basically they remain the same as 

last year. Members receiving the 

newsletter by e-mail should pay £15 and 

those receiving hard copy £20. For Club 

members a membership application form 

is attached to this newsletter. Please take 

the time to complete and return it to the 

Treasurer with your cheque or hand him 

the form with cash at the meeting. The 

form serves two purposes: i) a 

membership record for the Treasurer and 

ii) confirmation that details such as your 

address and e-mail address are correct. 

Safety

January was, without doubt, the month 

of Aquarius with water featuring in all 

the news bulletins. Has any of it found its 

way into your hangar or even into your 

aircraft? With so much moisture in the 

atmosphere corrosion is the enemy of 

any exposed parts and many not so 

visible parts. Before starting up your 

engine drop the carburettor bowl and 

check for water in the bottom - water is 

heavier than petrol so will always sink to 

the bottom. Take a look, while you are 
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about it, in your fuel tank. Unless there 

is a drain point incorporated it may be 

prudent to drain it and put in new fuel - 

the old stuff can be used in the lawn 

mower later in the year! None of this is 

exactly rocket science but merely 

common sense to ensure that your first 

flight of the new year will be one to enjoy 

rather than one to practice your 

emergency landing skills!

Changes to London LARS Service

The LARS service is being expanded 

around London and pilots are encouraged 

to use it. The PDF document detailing the 

service and the areas covered can be 

accessed from the BMAA web site at 

<www.bmaa.org>,  then click on “News” 

in the blue side panel and then on “this 

leaflet” within the article displayed. 

Dynamic New Microlight

Members might have read of the recent 

CAA approval of the Yeoman Dynamic 

microlight. This is now officially the 

fastest factory built microlight with a top 

speed of 149mph. Figures provided show 

a VNE of 168mph, cruise 137mph, stall 

speed 37mph and climb rate of 1000 

fpm. This specification will, no doubt, be 

attractive to GA pilots who want to get 

away from expensive C of A’s and jobs 

having to be carried out by licensed 

engineers. Construction is all carbon 

which makes it both strong and light. 

Performance certainly rivals, or betters, 

many popular GA models. If my 

information is correct, we could well see 

one in the Club in the not too distant 

future.

Another first

Having won the Air to Ground category at 

the Christmas meeting, Mon has been 

aloft again and has returned to the site of 

her winning photo. This latest photo was 

published in the Gloucester Echo. 

Rumour has it that she is not happy flying 

over water but she seems to be more 

than happy to record the floods - perhaps 

it’s the fact that the water is not that 

deep if the engine fails!

Dates for your Diary

8th -14th April - Sun ‘n Fun, Lakeland, 

Florida

3rd – 4th May - Popham Microlight 

Trade Fail and Fly-in

12th - 15th June – Spamfield, Isle of 

Wight. Discount booking now open. Or-

ganiser; John Moore. Contact 

john@cyberstitch.co.uk

25th – 27th July – Bleriot 100. Mass 

microlight crossing of the English Chan-

nel to mark Louis Bleriot’s 100th anni-

versary. Contact: Frank Spiniello 

frankspiniello@hotmail.co.uk

28th July – 3rd August – Oshcosh, 

USA. EAA 56th Annual Fly-in Conven-

tion. www.eaa.org
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