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This month’s meeting  
Wednesday 16th February 
This month we are going to hear of the 
exploits of Phil Hanman and Bruce Drake 
when they went to France last year. Phil 
seems to recall that there seemed to be an 
awful lot of water involved in the whole trip! 
We aim to start at 8.15pm so please be 
prompt to allow for socialising and drinking 
time after the talk. 

----------------------- 
 

  
Spitfire Award winners Ed and Pete 

 
(You may well wonder why the actual 
Spitfire Trophy is not featured in the above 
photo. The truth is that it got left behind at 
the Farmers’ Club at the end of the January 
meeting and nobody realised this until the 
Committee meeting on 2nd February when 
everybody thought everybody else was in on 

the joke that the Trophy wasn’t there and 
someone was winding us up!) 

---------------------- 
 
Membership renewal 
It is time to renew your membership for 
another year. Membership fees have been 
held at last year’s level - £20 for existing 
members and £25 for new members. Hard 
copy recipients will find a copy of the 
renewal form attached to their newsletter. E-
mail recipients will find the form as a second 
attachment to the covering e-mail. They are 
asked to print out and complete the form. 
Completed forms should be sent to the 
Treasurer whose address appears at the 
foot of the form, together with your 
remittance.  
 
The forms serve to confirm your details and 
ensure that you receive your Airscrew and 
any other communication from the Club so 
please take a few minutes to complete the 
form. As in previous years, members who 
have not renewed by the time the April 
newsletter is due for publication will cease to 
be members and will not receive Airscrew. 

-------------------------- 
 

Chairman’s Report to the Club AGM 
For those members who were unable to 
attend the AGM the following précis will 
enable them to catch up on Club 
happenings and proposals. 
 



The talking point among most Pilots this 
year was the weather or rather the lack of 
good Flying weather. I know my log book 
shows about half the hours I normally fly – 
so much for Global Warming. Although it 
wasn’t so much the temperature but the 
strength of the wind, which of course, was 
never in the right direction! 
 
Popham came and went, Spamfield on the 
Isle of Wight was a success for those who 
managed to rush down on the Friday then 
spent the rest of the weekend under soggy 
canvas (the beer Tent!). Even the PFA Rally 
saw a dramatic reduction in attendees, 
leading to its demise and being replaced by 
the 2005 “Flying for Fun” event. Our own 
club events didn’t escape with only half of 
the dozen or so proposed Fly-ins being 
successful. 
 
It appears that if the weather can’t spoil it for 
us, the authorities are doing their level best. 
Compulsory Insurance from 5th May, and 
Mode S transponders by 2008, followed 
closely, no doubt, by airspace charging. 
However, compulsory insurance is not a bad 
thing, it’s the level most are objecting to 
(started at 6m, then 1m now 1/2m and yet to 
be set) 

Committee 

The Committee seems to have satisfied 
most members this year as we were all 
voted back into office. We are always 
looking for new blood to join the committee 
to help with fresh ideas. 

Builders 

Thankfully all this doom and gloom has not 
affected members’ workshop activity. Jim 
Taylor has proudly flown his newly 
completed Sky Ranger with its striking livery 
to several fly-ins during 2004. Jim’s creation 
has also spawned another Sky Ranger in 
the same hanger, this one being built and 
flown by Ken Cole who seems to have 
deserted his old faithful MW series. 
 

Adrian Lloyd is also guilty of desertion – 
dumping the Kitfox for the sleek and fast 
Pioneer Alpi which could be flying during 
2005. Dave Steade is making the most of 
his spare time by constructing a Kitfox Mk 7 
– only the second in the UK - he hopes to be 
flying in 2006. 
 
John Hancock showed off his just completed 
Foxbat at the Defford fly-in. and caused 
quite a lot of interest. It would be interesting 
to establish how many different types of 
aircraft belong to club members – certainly it 
appears that 3 axis are overtaking Flexi’s. 

AirScrew 

Everyone agrees what a great job Bill is 
doing with the Airscrew, colour pictures, 
interesting articles and all for a fraction of 
the cost the old B&W version. Anyone not 
receiving theirs by email is missing out – so 
snailmailers, get into the 21st century – go 
email! 

Club Meetings 

Myron Burak helped his friend to celebrate 
his 50th Birthday with a Trip to Scotland in 
his Kiss, and entertained members in 
February with a well illustrated story. The 
background to the World Games 
Competitions at Long Marston was 
explained by Robbie Keene in March while 
Malcolm Clifford educated us with a talk on 
Boer War Medals. The new SkyWatch CEO 
Graham Whitehead introduced us to the 
workings and aims of a rapidly growing 
voluntary organisation dedicated to search 
and rescue using the UK fleet of private 
aircraft. Our extended summer recess 
ended with a social gathering in September. 
October saw a “first” for the Club – we were 
stood up by the Air Ambulance speaker– 
they were fog-bound! Better luck for 
November, Adrian Lloyd gave us a very 
polished performance on the virtues of 
America and its Aviation interests. The 
Xmas party was replaced this year by a 
finger buffet, Photo Comp and a talk by Ed 
Wells and Pete Smith about their exploits in 
France. 



Fly-ins 

The idea of our “summer recess” was to 
make the most of the long summer evenings 
to indulge in our passion for flying. Well this 
turned out to be a bit of an own goal – we 
missed out on the meetings and the flying! It 
all started well with a good number 
attending John Davis’ Hawling strip, 
followed by a good show at Gary Ball’s 
Teddington venue. Bob Hinds hosted the 
Newnham fly-in on 9th June which, due to 
the weather, turned out to be the last until 
Defford on 28th July. Several members 
helped Robbie entertain the Newent Round 
Table and demolish a great BBQ. The 
season finished at Catsbury with a very al 
fresco buffet with several members flying 
into JH’s larger reserve field. 

Awards 

Richard Rawes was awarded “Combined 
Services Sports Personality of Year” quite a 
heady achievement when you consider the 
considerable competition. 
 
Our very own “Spitfire Trophy” was awarded 
to Ed Wells and Pete Smith for their French 
Expedition while Barbara Austin won the 
“Poser Trophy” for her determination to keep 
airborne in her Half Pint! 

Poser Award winner Barbara 

Treasury 

Phil Hanman has taken the treasury by 
storm and made a record profit of £600 to 
ensure our Subs stay the same - £20 as last 
year – don’t to forget to return the 

membership form enclosed or bring it to the 
February meeting and claim your “SVMC 
Annual CD” 

Training and Safety 

Bill Austin had several members join his 
Radio Course in 2004, three lasted to the 
end and one – Adrian Burden – managed to 
take and pass the examination with Jenny 
Lyons at Gloucestershire Airport – well done 
Adrian and the other participants. 
 
Sadly this year has witnessed a record 
number of fatalities in our sport, let’s 
remember it’s meant to be fun, so let’s be 
careful up there! 

---------------------------- 
 
Quote of the Month 
“If you aren't sweating too much before a 
flight, you surely haven’t asked enough 
questions. If you are not sweating just a little 
during the flight, you may not be attentive 
enough. And, if you are not sweating out the 
answers with all the experts you can think of 
after the flight, you may never find that very 
beautiful pearl in all that pig litter”. 
— Corwin H. Meyer, Grumman test pilot 
W.W. II. 

----------------------- 
 
Safety 
The Chairman’s report above highlights the 
safety record of the past year nationally for 
microlights and it is not a nice picture. 
Accidents do not promote our sport and it is 
our individual responsibility to ensure that 
from the time we arrive at our field for a 
flight to the time that we shut the hangar 
door we have done everything possible to 
prevent an accident to ourselves or other 
people. As a Club we have a good safety 
record – let’s keep it that way! 

----------------------- 
 
Internet 
A lot has been written about Microsoft and 
its vulnerabilities and there always seem to 
be patches to be downloaded. Recently 
some of the computer magazines have 



devoted space to this problem and many 
seem to be saying use an alternative 
browser and e-mail system. The system 
which appears to be the most popular and 
which many say is safer than Internet 
Explorer and Outlook Express is Mozilla 
Firefox and Thunderbird – browser and e-
mail programmes respectively. The Editor 
has been using these now for a few weeks 
and can say that, on a dial-up connection, 
the browser seems to work faster and the e-
mail programme works almost identically to 
Outlook Express but with hardly any “spam”. 
In the Editor’s opinion they seem to be an 
improvement but that is subjective! If you’re 
interested point your mouse at 
<www.mozilla.org>. 

------------------------ 
 
2005 Fly-in season 
The beginning of the flying season may 
seem a little far away but it is not too soon to 
think of venues for fly-ins. We hope to have 
regular weekly Wednesday fly-ins again 
from early May through to September and 
would be glad of suggestions for venues. 
We have some “regular” places to gather 
but it would be nice to have some new ones 
to visit. If you know of a strip with a 
welcoming owner who would be willing to let 
us fly in please pass the contact details to 
John Hamer who will liaise with all 
concerned. 

------------------------- 
 
Dates for your Diary 
12th – 18th April – Sun ‘n Fun, Lakeland, 
Florida 
30th April – 1st May – Round Scotland 
Microlight Rally. Contact Kenny Donaldson 
01259 769305 or www.scottishaeroclub.org 
for details. 
28th – 29th May – Round Wales Air 
Race/Rally - www.WingsOverWales.co.uk 
24th -26th June (Provisional) Spamfield, 
Isle of Wight www.wightparty.org  
1st -3rd July Flying for Fun (PFA Rally) 
Kemble 
25th – 31st July Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
www.airventure.org  

Title Photo 
This month the title photo is of John 
Hancock’s Foxbat seen at the Defford fly-in 
last year 

 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk 

 

http://www.scottishaeroclub.org/
http://www.wightparty.org/
http://www.airventure.org/
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