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This month’s meeting 
Myron Burak will be talking about his trip to 
Scotland as reported in the last issue. 
You’ve read the book now come and hear 
the author in person and see those pictures 
that weren’t published! We are aiming for an 
8pm start to give ample time for socialising 
after the talk. 
Membership fees 2004 
Fees have been held at the same level as 
2003 and are now due. Please complete 
the form included with this issue of the 
newsletter and return it to the Treasurer with 
your payment as soon as possible. Please 
note that members who have not paid 
their fees by the time that the April 
newsletter goes to print will cease to 
receive Airscrew. 

AGM Chairman’s Report 2003 
What a year we had! 
The best flying weather for years, the World 
Championships on our doorstep and the 
Centenary of the First Powered Flight on 
December 17th. Not forgetting the B52’s 
reminding us of the war in Iraq as they 
routed via Fairford over our airspace. 
Even Popham and Kemble were blessed 
with flyable conditions and our weekly fly-ins 
scored heavily for a change, visiting a good 
selection of members’ strips as the weather 
held. These included Hawling International, 
Broadmeadow Farm, Defford, Newnham, 
Bredon Hill, John Hancock’s field, plus many 
individual trips to destinations both on and 
off the British Isles! Spamfield again 
attracted a number of members on a sunny 

Saturday but they needed to scoot home 
before the weather collapsed on the 
Sunday. 
Sadly Popham lacked lustre but the 
hardware was there to see and Telford 
proved how diverse sports aviation is 
becoming. The Show makes a good pre-
Christmas visit to stock up with bits and 
bobs and start budgeting for that big 
purchase. 
However, the comment from Airscrew earlier 
this year :-“..are we getting away from 
affordable flying?” is interesting, as although 
new aircraft can be very expensive there 
seems to be no shortage of buyers. The 
secondhand market remains very well 
supplied with bargains to suit everyone. 
The Christmas party was a success held 
coincidentally with the centenary of the 
Wright Brothers first flight. A number of our 
members flew on the same day to 
commemorate the event. 
Finances 
Brian has looked after our finances again 
and can show that we have made a small 
profit, largely due to the reduced cost of 
producing the Airscrew. Thank you Bumble! 
Airscrew 
When you compare the quality of your 
monthly newsletter today with that of even 
five years ago the improvement in 
presentation is remarkable. Due largely to 
the use of digital imaging and reproduction 
followed by transmission via email, this now 
gives us a regular top rate production. Bill 
has worked very hard on his editorship 
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despite having to manage at times with lean 
pickings of articles. Thank you Bill. 
Competitions 
The big one was of course the WMC in 
August, not forgetting the Nationals which 
ran as usual during the summer. Much has 
been written and recorded about the WMC 
but it is worth noting that the success of the 
Competition was largely due to Rob Keene’s 
enthusiastic hard work and the dedication of 
the support team at all levels. Their reward, 
other than being the most successful World 
Championships ever, was seeing the British 
Team proudly capture 6 Gold medals. A 
triumph!  
Rob had used our members as guinea pigs 
for the warm up to the WMC, not least at the 
Over Treasure Hunt in June, and later to 
check out his photographic waypoints.  
Awards 
Pride of place goes to Richard Rawes for his 
Gold medal in the WMC for Solo Flexwing 
and also for winning the Solo Class in the 
Nationals. 
Rees Keene gained his PPL last year and is 
now the second son of a club member to 
achieve this, congratulations!  
At the PFA Rally Jim Taylor received the 
Albert Codling Trophy for the best Part-built 
Project, and Dave Stead received a 
Commendation for his immaculate Minmax. 
John Hamer has been awarded a Certificate 
of Merit by the Royal Aeronautical Society 
for his services to Microlighting, which we all 
agree is justly deserved. 
Congratulations to you all. 
Kit Building 
Gaining momentum! Almost all are three 
axis machines, both single and two seaters.  
My own Himax is now flying and is a joy. 
Similar reports come from others who have 
at last flown their own aircraft for the first 
time. The quality of build with the latest kits 
is remarkably good, though at times parts 
are missing and take time to catch up with 
construction. In every case there is a great 
sense of achievement when the project is 
completed. 
Casualties 
Despite problems Trevor Cale remains 
enthusiastic about flying following his stroke 
over a year ago. Dave Read has now almost 

fully recovered from his leg injury and has 
recommenced flying. Other incidents and 
accidents were fortunately few. Bruised 
buttocks and dented pride being the main 
injury before raiding the piggy bank for the 
cost of repairs. 
Monthly Meetings 
Despite all our efforts we have not been 
able to maintain a full speaker programme 
this year, however various videos have been 
shown and club members have given 
accounts of their experiences on various 
occasions. Our regular meetings continue 
and are usually well supported, being a 
pleasant social gathering and a chance to 
catch up with the club news. 
Jan AGM 
Feb Chris Ball- Eurostar 
Mar Bill Austin- Quiz ‘Who knows…? 
Apl Roger Davies- His Minimax 
May Ben King- First Aid Refresher Course 
Jun Over Treasure Hunt and BBQ 
Jul Redlands- sadly weathered off 
Aug, Sep, Oct, Nov – Social gatherings with 
a Video 
Dec Christmas Party 
Club Trophies 
Spitfire Award – Richard Rawes in 
recognition of his Gold Medal in the WMC 
and also winning the Solo Class in last 
year’s Nationals. 
Poser Trophy - Myron Burak for his spirit of 
adventure flying his newly built Kiss and his 
superb account of his trip to Scotland last 
year. 
Congratulations to them both. 
Your Committee 
As this will be my last report, can I thank all 
those who have made the last eleven years 
as your Chairman such a pleasure. 
Particularly JH who as Secretary has helped 
keep the Club on an even keel, and Bill 
Austin who has done a great job over the 
years with Training, Safety and now editor of 
the Airscrew. Brian Finch has controlled the 
finances for the last two years admirably 
following in the steps of Ges Hatchet, and 
Dennis Beale over the years. To all other 
members of the committee my appreciation 
for their support. I wish Brian Finch well in 
his position as the new Chairman of the 
Severn Valley Microlight Club.  
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Safety 
We have had another occurrence of 
“pressonitis” in the Club in the last twelve 
months. In the eyes of the pilots and their 
passengers they have been death-defying 
events. In the two cases in mind the aircraft 
were three-axis types and the occupants 
walked away from the scene to fly another 
day. The latest one occurred outside UK 
airspace and, like the first, was weather 
orientated.  
Pre-flight planning had determined the en 
route airfield to be used for re-fuelling. On 
approaching this airfield a radio call(s) 
was/were made but no response received. 
This was taken to indicate that a landing 
could not be carried out as the airfield was 
closed and an alternate airfield further along 
the route was then selected for re-fuelling. It 
was noted that by the time this location was 
reached fuel would be very low.  
Soon after passing the first airfield the 
weather began to deteriorate and a decision 
to backtrack was taken. However, the 
weather had travelled faster than they 
realised and they were soon flying in nil 
visibility. With fuel fast diminishing a 
decision was taken to go down and find 
where the surface was. As fate would have 
it they were losing speed and came out over 
trees. At the final moment they touched the 
top of the trees which dispersed any flying 
speed left and they dropped to the ground. 
The aircraft was a write-off and the 
passenger actually went through the seat 
pan such were the G forces experienced. 
So, what are the lessons to be learnt from 
this? 

1. Do not compromise your safety by 
flying to an alternate airfield at the 
extreme of your fuel endurance. An 
unforeseen factor such as a 
headwind could mean that you use 
more fuel than planned and never 
arrive. 

2. Remember that running out of fuel is 
an offence in some countries 

3. Be aware of the customs of the 
airspace in which you are flying. The 
lack of radio response may mean that 
the airfield is open but it is lunch time 
and the operator has left his post. 

Also in some countries an English 
accent may result in a call being 
ignored or not being given any 
priority. 

4. Do not fly on into deteriorating 
weather conditions in the hope that 
things will get better. Play safe and 
assume that they won’t and turn back 
at the first opportunity. 

5. Air Law requires the Captain of an 
aircraft to take all possible steps to 
ensure that a flight can be 
completed in safety and that would 
include avoiding damage to the 
aircraft and its occupants by having 
to make an unscheduled landing. In 
this case there was no engine failure 
and the aircraft, pilot and passenger 
were all fully serviceable up to the 
point of contact with terra firma! 

Remember the old saying “Learn from the 
mistakes of others because you will not live 
long enough to make them all yourself”. Fly 
wisely and safely. 
 
Quote of the Month 
Bearing in mind the content of the Safety 
item above the following quote takes on a 
new meaning:- 
“Beware, dear son of my heart, lest in thy 
new-found power thou seekest even the 
gates of Olympus. These wings may bring 
thy freedom but may also come thy death.” 

— Daedalus to Icarus, after teaching his 
son to use his new wings of wax and 
feathers. 

 
Cushion the blow! 
About the same time as the above incident 
came to his attention the Editor came across 
the results of tests on a material known as 
Dynafoam carried out at Farnborough A 
number of pilots use this in the cushion on 
their seat. The breaking load of the lower 
spine was given as:- 
Age 20-39 years 1600lb/ft 
Age 40-59 years 1050lb/ft 
Age 60-79 years   675lb/ft 
A large male dummy brought to a 17g stop 
from 19 kts (a heavy landing) would 
experience a spinal load of 1620lb/ft without 
the Dynafoam. However, a half-inch 
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thickness would reduce this to 1490lb/ft, 
one inch reduces the load to 1345lb/ft while 
two inches brings it down to 1240lb/ft. Think 
about it! 
 
Internet 
LASORS 
No it’s not a spelling mistake, it’s the 
mnemonic for the CAA’s publication 
Licensing Administration, Standardisation, 
Operating Requirements & Safety. The 2004 
Edition is now available on the CAA website 
as a pdf document at: 
http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/33/LASORS.PDF
The Section relating to the NPPL starts at 
page 123 of the pdf file. 
Anyone with a query regarding NPPL 
licensing or any other flight crew licence will 
find what they need to know in LASORS. 
Also included are all the CAA Safety Sense 
Leaflets, practical guidance on UK VFR 
Rules and Requirements, a diagram of the 
Standard Overhead Join and all sorts of 
other useful stuff. 
It is a big download at 4.74 Mb but the 
printed version is £10, so you may prefer to 
view it on line. 
Another publication now on line as a PDF 
document is CAP 413 the CAA Radio 
Manual. This is updated automatically so it 
is worth putting on your “Favourites” list. 
Two more e-mails this month purporting to 
come from Microsoft – I hope none of you 
got caught and opened the attachments! 
 
Fly-ins 
It is intended to resume the weekly 
Wednesday fly-in programme at the 
beginning of May. Offers of venues will be 
gratefully received by JH or Andrew John. 
This year it is hoped to arrange some full 
day fly-outs at weekends for Club members 
to places about an hour’s flying time away 
so dig out those maps and brush up on your 
navigation skills!. 
 
Can You Help? 
Trevor Cale would like someone to take him 
for a flight. If you think you could help please 
contact Barbara first - 01684 833484 

 

Anyone got skis….? 

…….or skis? 

 

Micro-Air Services – Shobdon 
 

We offer the following range of services:- 
 
All BMAA and PFA permit renewals 
Both 2 and 4 stroke engine overhauls and 
rebuilds by approved engineer for both 
Rotax and Jabiru engines 
Advice and help with kit built aircraft 
Aircraft rebuilds for insurance purposes and 
private individuals 
Full workshop facilities which can be hired 
for kit building 
 
Contact Adrian Lloyd on:- 
01568 708927 (Workshop)  
01885 482504 (Home)  
07787 847064 (Mobile) 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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