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This month’s meeting 
This month Chris Ball will be telling us about his 
experiences building and flying his Eurostar. 

 

Chairman’s Report  2002 
At the AGM on 15

th
 January, our Chairman, Andrew 

John gave the following report:- 
 
Following the misery of 2001, last year was a great 
improvement with good flying weather which created a 
record number of ‘Fly-ins’ attended by many who had 
been starved of aerial activities the year before. The 
opening event took place at Hawling, thanks to John 
and Sue Davis, attracting no less than 14 aircraft on a 
perfect spring evening. This set the standard for the 
rest of the year and visits were made at regular 
intervals to Bob Hinds, Defford, Teddington Hands, 
Bredon Hill, Eastbach, Over and Hartpury, not 
forgetting a return to Hawling and this time to Chris 
and Liz Ball at Oxleaze farm. Many thanks to all our 
hosts for their hospitality.  
Other larger events were hosted by Broadmeadow 
Farm in Herefordshire, the Spamfield event at 
Bembridge I.O.W. (both were a great success). 
Popham received over 400 a/c in early May and 
Cranfield was well attended (moving to Kemble in 
2003). 
Other recorded flights and visits included Rob and 
Rees’s visit to RAF Scampton and Rob’s visit to 
Lulsgate Airport, Bristol.  JH and I had the  early 
morning sky to ourselves  over the Severn to observe 
the much heralded Bore on Easter Saturday. Great 
flying but lousy Bore! 
Telford wound up the year as usual, with nothing of 
great impact other than the marriage of Mainair with 
Pegasus which seems to be accepted as a promising 
new venture. There was, however, a tribal uprising at 
the BMAA AGM over single seat a/c deregulation for 

Microlights, defused by a conflagration in the loos 
which restored commonsense to the gathering, which 
had been driven out into the cold for half an hour while 
the cause was identified! 

Finances 
Brian has done his best to control expenditure with a 
membership which is slowly dwindling. 
Our Christmas party swallowed the year’s ‘profit’ and 
in order to balance the books a small increase in 
annual sub is anticipated. Confirmed at £20 for 2003 – 
great value! Many thanks Brian 

Airscrew 
Despite the absence of Editor in Chief, Bill Austin, who 
emigrated to Devon during the year in search of 
warmer climes, the presses kept rolling thanks to JH 
adding excellent pictures and graphics to entertain and 
inform us. A big thank you to both for their efforts and 
to all contributors. Keep writing , your scripts are badly 
needed, no matter what the subject !?! 

Chris  Ball’s Eurostar 

Competitions 
A full programme of National Competitions made up 
for the cancellations last year. Rob Keene used the 
opportunity to practice his Competition Organisers 
Role for this year’s World Championships to be held in 
August at Long Marston. The Round Britain Rally was 
won by our neighbour and friend Graham Pritchard 
with Merve Middleton in Graham’s Rans S6 – 
congratulations to you both from us all at the SVMC! 
Great Britain came second in the European 
Championships, missing first place by a whisker. 

Kit Building 
Last year’s pause in flying activities seems to have 
encouraged a big increase in Kit building and 
assembly. Most, but not all, are 3 Axis and the choice 
of a/c for homebuilding today has never been better. 
The a/c being built and those that finally took to the air 
last year include:- 

Chris Ball’s Eurostar 

Trevor Cale’s C42 Icarus 

Myron Burak & Colin Lark’s Air Creation Kiss 

Dave Steade’s MiniMax 

Ken Cole’s Sky Ranger 

AJ’s HiMax 
Plus others either on order, being dreamt about or 
lusted after!! 

Casualties 
Trevor Cale had a stroke whilst on a trip with his Icarus 
to Germany. Now back home but far from being in 
flying condition we send him our best wishes.  
Dave Read suffered a serious leg injury having had his 
car hit by an idiot, but repairs have put him back on his 
feet and it is good to see him with us again. 



 

 

In Memoriam 
As you will have read elsewhere Ann Welch, BMAA 
President and pilot of the highest integrity and 
experience, died late last year. Without her tenacious 
attitude in battling for the relative freedom of private 
aviation that we enjoy today, particularly the Microlight 
movement, we would be grounded! She will be sadly 
missed. 

Monthly Meetings 
Jan AGM 
Feb Ron Foster “ SOS from Mount Kinibalu” 
Mar Terry Francis of Reality A/C “The Easy 
Raider” 
Apl Visit to Messier Dowty “Airbus Landing Gear” 
May Gloucestershire Airport ATC – Darren 
Lewington 
Jun Over Farm – Annual SVMC Treasure Hunt – 
won by Jim Taylor 
Jul John Laver – Skyframe Museum at Staverton 
Aug Chris Finnigan – BMAA Chief Executive 
Sep General Discussion and Video’s 
Oct Jim Pearce “Around Australia in a Blade” 
Nov Brian Finch “ Week-end in Scotland!” 
Dec Christmas Party 

Your Committee 
As in years gone by we have done our best to 
provide members with a variety of events. Opening 
up meetings to everyone when the Committee meet 
at the Club ‘Cabane’ at Catsbury Cottage has 
proved popular, thanks in no small measure to JH’s 
scrumptious ‘menu’ which he so generously 
provides. 
My thanks to all committee members for their services 
during the past year. 
 

The Treasurer reported on the Club finances which 
indicated a deficit over the year. The two major 
items of expenditure were the hire of the hall for the 
monthly meetings and the cost of producing 
Airscrew. The Treasurer proposed that membership 
fees should be increased from £15 to £20 for 2003 
which would go some way towards arresting the 
downward trend in the Club’s balances of the past 
two years. The increase in fees was agreed. 
 

The Training and Safety Officer commented on the 
fact that for the last two years there had been no 
groundschool due to the fact that there were 
insufficient numbers to warrant running a course. 
Radio Courses had also diminished although one had 
been cancelled due to Foot and Mouth and was still to 
be completed. As far as safety was concerned there 
had been one incident where a pilot flew into cloud, 
became disorientated and, on landing, hit a rut which 
inverted the aircraft. The aircraft suffered major 
damage but the occupants were uninjured. One other 
pilot ran out of light on a long distance flight and had to 
land out. Fortunately, he had, as part of his flight 
planning, plotted a diversion airfield. No damage to 
pilot or aircraft. In his capacity of Ground Examiner he 
had signed 25 log books compared with 23 in2001. 

Trophies & Awards 2002 
Poser Trophy 
Awarded to Bob Hinds as the pilot attending the most 
of the Club Fly-ins during the year. Well done Bob an 
excellent example to everyone. 

Bob Hinds receives his trophy from the Chairman 

 
Spitfire Award  
Awarded to Trevor Cale in recognition of his 
continuous enthusiasm for Microlight flying over 
many years including his many trips to Europe 
including Romania, and Germany. Trevor we salute 
you. 
 

 
Andrew John presents Trevor Cale with his award 

 

New Severn airport plan revealed  
Plans for a £2billion international airport in the Severn 
Estuary have been formally submitted. Severnside 
airport would be built near Newport, south Wales, with 
runways on a man-made island if the scheme was 
approved by the Government.  
The developers claim it could be operational by 2012 
and handle 30 million passengers a year by 2030. The 
proposal is, however, likely to face a tough fight; 
Transport Minister Alistair Darling has called it 
"unlikely" and said it will only go ahead if Cardiff or 
Bristol airports closed down. Environmentalists have 
also pointed out that the proposed site and its 
surroundings are covered by a Special Protection Area 
for birds.  



 

 

A final decision on which airport schemes nationwide 
get the go-ahead will be made in an aviation White 
Paper expected later this year. 
 

Safety 
Many hours are flown each year and, in our Club, we 
are fortunate in that safety is one aspect we are all 
reminded of fairly frequently through articles appearing 
in these columns. Flying is our hobby and a very 
demanding one involving skill, planning, maintenance 
and an element of luck. 
Provided we have the right weather, the time and 
the opportunity the skill element is probably not a 
major factor in flying safely apart from the possibility 
of acquiring some bad habits over a period of time 
which can be dealt with by voluntarily having a flight 
with an instructor occasionally. 
 Planning is something we do for a period 
immediately after getting our licence but then goes 
“pear-shaped” as we do a lot of local flying (surely 
not without a map?) and the skills of map reading 
and navigation get relegated to the “theory” area of 
flying. Added to this is our increased use of and, 
unfortunately in some cases, reliance on the GPS.  
How much maintenance do we do on a regular 
basis? This doesn’t necessarily mean regularly 
stripping things down - it covers TLC as well. I have 
often heard one of our inspectors bemoan the fact 
that there was nothing wrong with the aircraft on its 
permit inspection but it could do with a bit of TLC. A 
session of cleaning and polishing gives you a 
chance to “get up close” to your aircraft, remove the 
accumulated grime and grease and see the 
condition of the underlying parts. (Remember how, 
when cleaning the car, you discovered that 
someone in a car park had opened their door 
carelessly causing a dent in your door which, up to 
that point, you had not noticed?)  
Luck is something that we all need from time to time. 
Unfortunately it has a tendency to run out - usually 
at a most inconvenient time and, in the case of a 
pilot, probably when he is in the air. It is not 
something that we should rely on (rather like the 
GPS!) 
So, how can we sum things up? Try this quotation:- 
“Flying is so many parts skill, so many parts 
planning, so many parts maintenance, and so many 
parts luck. The trick is to reduce the luck by 
increasing the others.” How is your luck? 
 

Messier-Dowty – Test facility for the 

future.   By Ed Wells  

Its good to report that in these troubled economic 
times that Messier-Dowty have managed to secure 
investment to create a world beating test facility right 
here in Gloucestershire. I was lucky enough to get 
invited into the opening event and gain some insight 
into what goes on to ensure ‘landing more than 250 
tons at 160mph feels like a feather’ rather than sounds 
like a disaster… 

 
The new test facility 

 
The new test facility under construction. Note the old 
facility is inside the new building as the test schedules 
cannot be stopped whilst building work continues. 
I guess we all understand the type of shocks landing 
gear can be subjected to when the weather plus 
mechanical and/or pilot error conspire to extend the 
original design parameters beyond tolerance. I broke a 
wheel at Long Marston a few years ago with a blustery 
cross wind landing – the consequences of that 
happening to an A340 Airbus full of people doesn’t 
bear thinking about. So how is it avoided? 
Testing is obviously a very complex subject and I will 
attempt to get some more detailed literature for those 
SVMC members who declare an interest. But for now 
a brief overview of how stress testing of the Messier-
Dowty produced landing gear takes place. 
Dowty have been in the landing gear business since 
the 1930s, the data they have accumulated over the 
years allow them to develop landing gear able to 
withstand theoretical shocks long before they ever – 
‘cut metal’. Modern aircraft landing gear now tends to 
be designed as part of the aeroplane and Messier-
Dowty contract to produce gear to a given detailed 
specification – as part of that process they must 
ensure the design tolerances can be met by the end 
product and it’s not a case of computer simulation and 
stress analysis software alone. Each gear in regular 
production has a single early unit continuously 
mechanically tested. To accelerate the gear entering 
service testing goes on in parallel with aircraft actually 
being flown, - i.e. if a gear has been tested and 
certified for 1000 landings it’s OK to put that gear into 
production aircraft whilst the testing continues to 
extend the certification range and expose any design 
defects.  
The tour itself was as impressive as the one we did 
last year. We were shown the cycle of tests that result 
in proven reliability. Early testing involves photo-elastic 
coatings being moulded onto any component which is 
likely to be a stress point. A special photo-elastic lamp 
graphically shows the stresses actually building within 
the component. Having predicted where a possible 
failure may occur stress gauges are fitted to the test 
landing gear and wired back to computers for 
recording and analysis during the physical testing. The 
one rig we were looking at had over 400 stress gauges 
fitted which so far had taken several months to wire up 
- each one must be calibrated to an expected value 



 

 

and tested individually to ensure a complete and 
consistent set of data results. 
The rigs themselves are massive and modified / re-
designed to suit individual landing gears and the 
specific tests they are there to perform. Those of you 
that saw the 340 Airbus landing gear in engineering 
production would have been amazed at how far the 
main gear and bogy components move under test. If 
you have ever seen the film Titanic and heard the 
deep groaning tortured noises of the sinking vessel 
then you can imagine almost exactly the sound a 
complete A340 gear makes when its taking maybe five 
inches of deflection in the main gear induced by side 
pressure on the bogey axles. A cross wind landing to 
die for!! 

The tests run for months and sometimes years only 
stopping for routine maintenance of the rigs 
themselves. Rig failure was the biggest issue in the 
past, which has now been reduced by all the rig 
components themselves being lifed. The testing is 
otherwise continuous and computer controlled - 
shutdown occurs automatically when disaster strikes, 
but not until gallons of hydraulic fluid have been 
sprayed everywhere. 
Testing is obviously a massive cost overhead but 
absolutely necessary to win contracts and prove 
components. Messier-Dowty have now successfully 
built one of the best facilities in the world right here 
in Gloucester and all those engineers and designers 
involved in the facility transition project should feel 
justifiably proud of their achievement.  
   

Quote of the month 
“Any idiot can get an airplane off the ground, but an 
aviator earns his keep by bringing it back anytime, 
anywhere, under any circumstances that man and 
God can dream up.”— Walter Cunningham,  

 

Learning to fly Concord. by Ed Wells 
Probably the best-kept secret in the club is the fact 
that I have been regularly piloting a Concord for the 
past year. A steep learning curve I can assure you – 
almost as steep as the hills I attempt to fly up!! 
‘What is he on about!!’ I hear you ask. No its not the 
aircraft with the hereditary Wells snoot – it is in fact an 
Irish born Sporting Trials car. Without boring you with 
the technical detail this is a seasonal sport that 

meshes perfectly with flying. It takes place in the 
winter, gets the adrenalin pump fired up and flushes 
the mediocrity of winter straight down the pan. 
 

 
The 
reason 
for this 
note is 
to 
adverti
se a 
couple 
of 
events 

you may be interested in attending. On Saturday 22
nd

 
February we have a small 750 Motor Club Event 
running at Syde near Birdlip – and on Sunday 23

rd
 

February at Bromsgrove (map ref: 139/945699) the 
BTRDA have organised a training day for new drivers. 
So come along if you have the time, the people are 
very friendly and the cars are – well different….  
 

Ready to Fly 
As the newsletter goes to press, Andrew John has 
completed his HiMax and is awaiting the paperwork 
from the PFA for it’s first flight. 

  

AJ’s aircraft ready to fly 
 

Electronic Airscrew 
At the recent AGM the cost of producing this 
newsletter was discussed and ways of reducing the 
cost suggested. One way is to send it by e-mail, and 
this month, those with e-mail addresses have been 
sent both a hard copy and an electronic copy to see 
what they think. Sending the newsletter by this method 
will save considerable time and money. If enough take 
it this way, this should help to keep subs down in 
future. Talking of subs, they are due now. Please note 
that those not paying by next month won’t be getting a 
newsletter by either means. 
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