
 

 

 
 

A M erry Chris tmas  to all our readers  
This month’s meeting – Wednesday 21st 
December 
 The last meeting of 2005 will be at the 
Farmers’ Club in Gloucester as usual. It is 
proposed to make it a general social 
evening and arrangements have been made 
for a sausage rolls, mince pies, tea and 
coffee to be available. There will of course 
be access to the normal bar facilities.  
 
Please bring with you a small present (up 
to £5) which will be put into the Grand 
Christmas Raffle for which you will 
receive a free ticket!  
 
During the evening it is proposed to hold a 
photographic competition so bring along a 
photo taken by yourself and connected with 
flying. You don’t have to be a David Bailey 
or Lord Lichfield to win! It has also been 
suggested that photos of locations could be 
submitted with a prize for whoever gives the 
largest number of correct answers.  
 
Don’t forget to let Brian have any photos for 
the CD compilation he is preparing to be 
distributed early next year. 
 

----------------------- 
Quote of the Month 
“Hours and hours passed, with nothing to do 
but keep the compass on its course and the 
plane on a level keel. This sounds easy 

enough, but its very simplicity becomes a 
danger when your head keeps nodding with 
weariness and utter boredom and your eyes 
everlastingly try to shut out the confusing 
rows of figures in front of you, which will 
insist on getting jumbled together. Tired of 
trying to sort them out, you relax for a 
second, then your head drops and you sit up 
with a jerk, Where are you? What are you 
doing here? Oh yes, of course, you are 
somewhere in the middle of the North 
Atlantic, with hungry waves below you like 
vultures impatiently waiting for the end.” 
— Amy Johnson 
 

----------------------- 
A big splash or a gentle plop? by Bill 
Austin 
Well, the first question must be did it really 
make a SPLASH for microlighting in general 
and did it enhance the sport as a whole? 
Before answering that question it is probably 
better to look at the show as a whole to start 
with. Each year we go with eager 
anticipation of seeing something new, 
especially in the microlighting field. What did 
we see of this year? Unfortunately the 
answer appears to be very little and even 
less of that was actually new. 
 
For almost the first time ever your Editor 
attended the show very early on Saturday. 
The first shock was that it cost £7 just to 
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park of the car. After a short ride on the 
shuttle bus this was swiftly followed by a 
further payment of £3 to enter the show 
itself. So, ten pounds poorer, what awaited 
us? 
 
On entering the hall it was obviously very 
much bigger than that which we had been 
accustomed to at Telford. However, it soon 
became clear that there was almost a third 
of the hall which was not being used at all 
despite the fact that most of the exhibitors 
had plenty of space around them.  
 
Saturday was obviously a good day from the 
point of view of Club members since we saw 
at least 13 of them in the course of the day. 
More interesting were their reactions when 
asked what they thought of the show. In 
summary the replies were varied but fairly 
consistent in their overall content. “There’s 
not much here is there?” “There seem to be 
a number of the usual exhibitors missing this 
year.” “There’s nothing new for 
microlighters”. A number of members 
commented on the fact that the exhibition 
now seemed to be more focused upon 
paraflying and powered parachuting.  
 
To the best of my recollection the only 
brand-new aircraft introduced at the show 
was the Breezer by the same company 
which makes the Icarus C 42. Needless to 
say it was a fixed-wing it aircraft looking at 
more like a GA aircraft than a microlight. 
Superficially it was a very much like a 
Eurostar to look at.  
 
It was also interesting to note that 
Gyroplanes were represented in at least two 
places this year. Certainly one of the 
exhibitors was showing a rather swish two 
seat version which attracted a large number 
of admirers and a great number of questions 
about training and characteristics of the 
aircraft. I got the impression that this was an 
area of aviation which was beginning to 
make an impact particularly when it is 
known that gyros are more weather tolerant 

than the average flexwing and take up less 
space in a hangar. 
 
The AGM of the BMAA took place on the 
Saturday. It was proposed to increase 
membership fees and there will possibly be 
an increase in permit fees too. For the first 
time there were 4000 microlights on the 
register. As far as single seat de-regulation 
was concerned there was no real progress 
to report and it seems that this issue is 
going nowhere fast! 
 
Overall impression? Disappointing with 
some people commenting that they would 
not be attending next year. Have we finally 
come to the end of the road (runway?) in 
terms of development within the limits laid 
down in Section S? Are we getting too close 
to GA performance and specification? 
Without de-regulation will the microlight 
licence continue to exist for many more 
years? What do you think? Comments to the 
Editor please. 
 
Vote of Confidence 
Few of us ever receive a written note of 
appreciation from any of the people we take 
flying. How would you feel if you got one like 
this? 
 

 
---------------------- 

Fly-ins 
 It has become a tradition within the club to 
have a fly in at some time over the 
Christmas and New Year period. At the time 



of going to press no arrangements had been 
made but this does not mean that nothing 
will happen. Keep an eye on your e-mail 
over the festive period. 
 
New Year- New Toy  
One our club members will be waiting 
excitedly for 2006 to begin. Adrian Burden 
has told me that in the second week of 
January he is expecting to take delivery of a 
Quick GT 450 flexwing with a Rotax 912S 
engine. This will be the first brand new 
aircraft that he has owned. Up to now he 
has been a member of two syndicates at 
Kemble - one for a Quantum and a one for a 
Eurostar. In his view the Eurostar is a lot 
easier to fly than the CT on which he 
originally converted to the three axis 
aeroplanes. He will be based at Colliers 
Elm. 
 
Adrian says that compared with the 
Quantum his new aircraft has three metres 
more sail area and a shorter take-off 
distance but flies at about the same speed 
The climb rate produced by the Quick GT 
450 is better than the Quantum.  
 
He has done a considerable amount of 
flying in the past year which has made him 
more proficient in the use of the aircraft 
radio. The radio has become an essential 
piece of equipment for him and he would not 
now wish to fly without one. 
 
We look forward to seeing Adrian flying his 
new aircraft in 2006 and wish him many 
happy hours of safe flying in it.  
 

------------------------- 
Alternative use for flexwings 
Members who receive a copy of “Loop” will 
have noticed the item below. We know that 
flexwings have helped migrating geese in 
the past – and still do. Now they are trying to 
help other “flexwings”! 
 

 
 
Title Photo 
This month we feature possibly the oldest 
aircraft in the Club – the Half Pint of Barbara 
Austin. This is microlighting at its most basic 
and fun flying at its best! 
 
Wartime Airfields 
Great news! Some 30 historic airfields and 
buildings connected with both World Wars 
have been listed by the Government. In our 
immediate area there are Bicester, Cosford, 
Filton, Kemble and, further afield, Old 
Sarum. The latter is, apparently, the best 
preserved airfield of WW1 bounded by one 
of the most complete suites of technical and 
hangar buildings of the period. 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk 


