
 

                 December 2003 

This month’s meeting 
It is that time of year again and we will gather for our Christmas celebration at the Farmers’ Club. It 
is requested that members and guests are seated for the meal to be served at 8pm. There will be 
plenty of opportunity to circulate and chat with friends both before and after the meal to the 
accompaniment of seasonal background music. 

A Happy Christmas to all our members 
 
Centenary of flight 

 
 
On 17

th
 of this month (our Club Christmas 

meeting) we celebrate the 100th anniversary 

of the Wright brothers’ first powered flight at 
Kittyhawk in North Carolina. No doubt the 
Americans will make a great deal of the 
celebrations on the day as they believe that 
the brothers were the pioneers of powered 
flight. However, it may not be quite as simple 
as that. 
It appears that our friends across the Channel 
in France claim that a French inventor called 
Clement Ader flew in a steam-powered bat-
shaped flying machine aptly called Avion 3 
some 13 years before the Wright brothers.  
 

Ader with Avion III 

 
The Americans, however, dismiss the 
"aircraft" that Ader used as being the first to fly 
because their view is that it only made a few 
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hops of about 160 ft. and rose no higher 
above the ground than a foot or two. 
Apparently French engineers have studied 
Ader’s machine and concluded that it was 
perfectly capable of flying. Ader not only 
invented the aeroplane but registered 50 
patents and is credited with improving the 
bicycle, putting telephones in Paris and 
inventing the first tracked vehicle.  
In fact, in the first world war the United States 
Army had to use French aircraft because they 
had none of their own which were suitable! Is 
it, I wonder, a coincidence that both the Wright 
brothers and Ader were both involved 
originally with bicycles? 
Telford  
BMAA AGM - 6

th
 December 2003 By Andrew 

John 
Despite memories of last year’s fiasco when 
the fire alarm went off at the most critical point 
of the meeting, this year’s AGM opened to 
almost a full house ending in standing room 
only! 
Brian Cosgrove our new President, having 
succeeded the late Ann Welch in this role, 
opened the proceedings with a short but none 
the less evocative resume of his flying career 
which culminated in his devotion to the 
Microlight cause. He began flying at the age of 
seven and was addicted the moment he left 
the ground, taking every opportunity from that 
moment to get into the air. His wartime 
experience in the RAF took him to the Far 
East where he flew DC3’s and others, ending 
as a Gliding instructor for the RAF. In 1979/80 
he was brave enough to fly a Pterodactyl and 
again was hooked on this form of flying.  

Pterodactyl 

For the last twenty five years he has devoted 
himself to our cause and wished to express 
his profound thanks to all those who had 
helped him along the way. 

Chairman, Paul Dewhurst, said that the death 
of Ann Welch had been a great loss to 
microlighting but he felt that in Brian Cosgrove 
we had an enthusiast who would continue to 
support us as successfully as he has done in 
the past. His opening remarks highlighted the 
positive achievements of the year including 
progress on single seat deregulation, an 
increasing number of new aircraft being put 
through Section S for approval, and work now 
completed on a new membership introduction 
‘pack’. He was glad to report a big 
improvement in finances, which had been 
helped not only by cost savings but also the 
income from the new NPPL system. He also 
mentioned the Guide for Examiners and 
Instructors, which is unique to the BMAA. On 
the negative side there is increasing pressure 
on revalidation and erosion of privileges which 
are still to be resolved. He thanked the 
Council and the Deddington team for all their 
hard work. 
Our Treasurer gave a lucid and well presented 
view of the accounts (the best I have ever 
seen from the BMAA) highlighting an increase 
in turnover of 14% and an increase in costs of 
only 5% resulting in a profit of over £40K. An 
explanation followed which satisfied the 
membership present and the annual accounts 
were adopted However, the sting was in the 
tail with a recommendation to increase the 
annual subscription to £48 (to fund proposed 
expenditure in the near future) with a discount 
of £3 for subs paid by Direct Debit This was 
carried by a large majority. Surprisingly, a 
proposal from the floor to increase the sub to 
£100 was thrown out!! 
Chief Executive, Chris Finnigan, began his 
report with current membership numbers - up 
by 270 on last year at 4393. He emphasised 
that no matter what the BMAA did to 
encourage membership the best recruiters 
were ourselves, the members. With the new 
membership pack the BMAA were beginning 
their rebranding process, which would be 
completed during the coming year. The BMAA 
would be at the coming London Airshow in 
April, a new spring aviation event. The new 
Direct Debit method of paying subs had been 
poorly taken up, hence the significant 
inducement in the new charges for members 
to pay by this method, which greatly reduces 
the work involved at HQ. The BMAA Website 
has been relaunched and much improved 
together with free advertising facilities. Annual 
subscription for Todays Pilot can now be 
obtained through the BMAA for only £26, a big 
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saving. The Spamfield 2003 video is now 
available with less of the BBQ and more of the 
flying and flyers! 
However there are clouds on the horizon, not 
least from Europe and new regs in the 
pipeline which will affect us at some stage in 
the future. The most alarming concerns the 
question of compulsory Third Party and 
Passenger Insurance which, despite 
considerable opposition from the UK 
representatives, seems inevitable at some 
time in the future. Chris paid tribute to Keith 
Negal and his team for the organisation of the 
World Microlight Championships at Long 
Marston which were a great success – most 
noticeably by the number of medals won by 
the British Team This was warmly applauded 
by everyone present. A portrait of the late Ann 
Welch was then unveiled having been 
commissioned by an anonymous donor. It 
bears a striking likeness to the intrepid and 
enthusiastic person we were so fortunate to 
have supporting our cause for so long. 
Our Chief Technical Officer produced 
convincing evidence that the tide had turned 
in his department and approvals were swifter 
than in previous years. Home builds were up 
by 20% and two new types had been 
approved, the Escapade and Savannah. 24 
major and 38 minor mods had been approved 
- much as in previous years. Turn around time 
was improving largely due to the hard work 
put in by John Viner and Al Payne. Hiring of 
single seat Microlights is now approved by the 
CAA and further persuasion is being applied 
to extend this to two seaters. The BMAA still 
continues to be an effective buffer between 
the Microlight manufacturing industry and the 
CAA. There continues to be ongoing issues to 
be dealt with and he gave warning of further 
changes in the pipeline. Jeremy Harris then 
gave a report on Deregulation. Last year’s 
burning issue of single seat deregulation 
seems to have been almost resolved with the 
CAA and, subject to final approval, would be 
summarised as follows:- 
300kg max takeoff weight, 100 kg max empty 
weight, 10kg max loading per sq metre of 
empty weight, and only to be flown by a 
licensed pilot. This will apply to very few 
machines, and will be similar to the FLPA 
exemption, and should be in force by mid 
2004. 
A proposal by Noel Alms to empower the 
appeal panel to override decisions made by 
the Technical department on issues 
concerning modifications was withdrawn after 

it was pointed out that Section S and the ANO 
were the ultimate authority and no decision 
voted on by the membership could override 
their authority. 
The Chief Inspector / Safety Officer gave 
his report beginning with the number of 
Inspectors which had increased to 192 though 
there were certain areas in the country where 
there is a shortage. Sadly, however, two fatal 
accidents had occurred and the prayers and 
sympathy of all present were conveyed to the 
bereaved. It was emphasised just how vital it 
is for pilots to be current in most kinds of flying 
conditions as long layoffs can lead to 
accidents. Reporting of incidents and 
accidents was excellent, passing on details to 
others in an honest and factual way. There 
are a number of microlights - possibly nearly 
500 - which are being flown without a permit. 
Dealing with this problem is very difficult for 
the BMAA for legal reasons. It is to be 
recommended that where a member or group 
of members become aware of such a situation 
an initial approach is made to the owner/pilot 
in a confidential manner, emphasising just 
what the serious consequences are from 
flying illegally and the damage from 
prosecution by the CAA to the (hard won) 
good name of microlight flying in the UK. 
Awards and Trophies 
Steve Hunt Trophy - Eve Jackson for her 
flight to Africa in a Shadow 
Ashley Doubtfire Trophy - Jamie Freeman 
and his FIS Team at Headcorn 
Brian Cosgrove Trophy - Keith Negal, 
Director WMC2003 
Patricia Ann Trophy - Dawn Dewhurst, 
Data/Results WMC2003 
Chairman’s Trophy - The British Team, 
WMC2003 
John Hudson Trophy - No Award (no RBR in 
2003) 
BMAA Engineering Trophy - Kevin 
Armstrong (Electric Hang Point Adjuster) 
Photographic Trophy - Richard Welch  
National Championships: 
Solo -  Richard Rawes 
Dual -  Rob Grimwood and Chris Saysell 
Novice - Jeremy Hayland 
PPG - Michael Carnet 
John Holloway Trophy - Popham Airfield  
Best organised round of the Nationals 
Manuella Breen Microlight Scholarship 
Award - Andrew Downing 
Council Elections 
13 Candidates were nominated, 513 Ballot 
papers returned, the following were elected:-
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Keith Negal, Jeremy Harris, Graham Webster 
and Gordon Faulkner 
AOB:-None 
Meeting Finished 1538 hrs (1539 hrs in 2002!)  
The Show by Bill Austin 
“Been there, done that, got the T-shirt”. 
Perhaps not entirely true but it was a bit like 
that. Flexwings were definitely in the minority 
with only Mainair/Pegasus and Air Creation 
represented. On the other hand three axis 
aircraft were in the majority with at least eight 
different manufacturers there. The “new 
arrivals” – Escapade and Savannah – were in 
evidence with a lot of interest being shown in 
the Escapade. Admittedly they had a prime 
position right inside the main entrance 
whereas the Savannah was tucked away in a 
corner with little else to attract attention other 
than the aircraft itself which was not exactly 
kitted out in eye-catching colours.  

Pegasus Quik 
 

Savannah and well-known SVMC member! 

In general terms there is not a lot in overall 
impression to distinguish between the 
Escapade and the Sky Ranger apart from the 
final finish. However, the keen-eyed among 
you will have noticed the video on the Sky 
Ranger frame showing a speeded up 
demonstration of folding the wings boasting 

that it only took 14 minutes. Contrast this with 
the Escapade display where the wing was 
folded in the blink of an eye by comparison 
remove just one pin and “hey presto!” 
The attendance on Sunday appeared rather 
thin with plenty of space to move around but 
perhaps this was because most had come the 
day before to attend the BMAA AGM – it was 
packed out according to Andrew’s report 
above. In general, not a very exciting show! 
Quote of the Month 
“The desire to fly is an idea handed down to 
us by our ancestors who, in their gruelling 
travels across trackless lands in prehistoric 
times, looked enviously on the birds soaring 
freely through space, at full speed, above all 
obstacles, on the infinite highway of the air”. 
Wilbur Wright 
Safety 
A seasonal reminder to secure your aircraft 
against small furry creatures and others who 
may be looking for a warm spot for the winter. 
They might even try to supplement their diet 
by nibbling wires and wings. After a long spell 
in the hangar be sure to do a thorough check 
before flying. 
Medicals 
A reminder of the age requirements for NPPL 
microlight medical re-validation. 
Up to and including age 45 – Until 45

th
 

birthday or 5 years (whichever is longer)  
Age 45 to 59 – 5 years 
Age 60 to 64 – Until 65

th
 birthday or 1 year 

(whichever is longer) 
Age 65 and over – 1 year 
The interpretation of this has caused some 
confusion but the BMAA has come to the 
rescue! What it means in simple terms is that 
if your first medical is at age 20 you do not 
have to worry again until you are approaching 
45. If your medical becomes due when you 
are 44, and is re-validated, it will remain valid 
for 5 years from then - by which time you are 
in the next 5 year bracket! Later, if your 
medical falls due, at say 62, it will remain valid 
until your 65

th
 birthday from which time it will 

be due annually.  

Stop Press 
It has just been announced that John Hamer 
is to be awarded the Certificate of Merit by 
The Royal Aeronautical Society for services to 
microlighting. Congratulations John! 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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