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August 2006
This Month’s Fly-in - Wednesday 16th 
August

Subject to the usual caveat about the 
weather there will be a Fly-in arranged for 

the evening. The usual arrangements will apply 
i.e. e-mail notification or phone JH on Tuesday 
evening for a briefing and details.

___________________
Quote of the Month

“The Wright Brothers created the single 
greatest cultural force since the invention 

of writing. The airplane became the first World 
Wide Web, bringing people, languages, ideas, 
and values together”.— Bill Gates, CEO, 
Microsoft Corporation

_____________________

Safety

The airspace around Kemble will be very 
busy with aircraft flying to the PFA 

gathering “Flying for Fun” between 18th and 
20th August. The CAA has published an AIC 
containing all the information needed about 
circuits and procedures. If you are flying in you 
are required to carry a copy of this AIC. The 
radio will be very busy and you will need to 
keep a good lookout when approaching the 
airfield.

_____________________

Spamfield 2006 by Adrian Burden

Actually Alan Coulon  and I both got up to 
head for the barn at Bully to get my aircraft 

(G-CDVZ Quik GT-450) out for an intended 
flight to Haverfordwest at 0800. Unfortunately 
according to the previous night’s weather 
forecast there was supposed to be fog forming 
in the Irish sea affecting coastal areas, so I 
shied off the idea.

Before leaving home I checked my emails and 
noticed Ed Wells was looking for someone to 
fly with so I gave him a call and he arranged to 
fly over to Bully before heading off to the Isle of 
Wight.

Alan and myself are intending to do the round 
Britain next year. (Would have been this year 
but I had an excuse with the arrival of baby 
Orla). So we thought it would be a good chance 
to go fully loaded and see how the aircraft 
performed. So we loaded up with panniers, two 
tents, two sleeping bags, a full fuel load and 
some drinking water to see us through the day.

Ed Wells arrived and the plan was to fly to Wing 
Farm for a stop off. We arranged to fly together 
at Ed's speed as his Blade 462 was the slower
aircraft. Ed took off first and we followed. Our 
first concern was the visibility and I think we 
probably all thought that we would be turning 
back by the time we got to Stroud. However, 
the Gods were on our side and by the time we 
got to North Nibley the vis was improving 
greatly. After flying with my A frame almost up 
to the front strut,  with the turbulence increasing 
and with Ed slowly falling behind me, I finally 
decided to fly ahead and wait for Ed at Wing 
farm.

Arriving at Wing Farm it was very turbulent in 
the circuit and on the approach but the landing 
turned out to be OK. Ed arrived about 15 
minutes later. After a short break and checking 
the map for the best route to take (as I have 
never been to the Isle of Wight before) it was 
decided to take the direct route past Boscombe 
Down and over the Regiment signs carved in 
the hill nearby as a point of interest. then fly 
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between Southampton and Bournemouth 
below 2000 feet. Ed warned us to expect bad 
turbulence  going over the New Forest.

We took off some 30 minutes after Ed and I 
was quite surprised at how rough the air had 
become, (it was midday and very hot) so I 
climbed to about 3000ft where it was slightly 
smoother. I contacted Boscombe Down on the 
radio with a hope of getting a Flight information 
service but was told the service was 
unavailable.  At least I managed to get the local 
pressure setting. Looking at the map we were 
approaching the point of descending to below 
2000ft to go under the Bournemouth and 
Southampton airspace. I descended with the 
thought of flying into some really rough air but 
then -  nothing. Not even a flutter with the wing. 
This was turning out to be an enjoyable flight at 
last.

Smooth air, bright sunshine, good vis and the 
Isle of Wight was just coming into view. We 
now started to pay particular attention to 
looking around a lot more than usual for other 
aircraft . Several aircraft spotted! I then told 
Alan behind to be my extra pair of eyes and 
keep a good look out.

Next on the agenda was the prospect of going 
into Spamfield. Never done that before and 
never flown into an airfield with a large fly in 
before. I must be mad (well the kids think so!) 
e.g:- I drove to Popham. (This year was the first 
time I had gone there, and I must admit I was 
surprised at how many aircraft were in the sky 
over Popham at the same time). So I had to 
expect the worst. Listening to the radio it was 
busy. Gulp!  I made my call inbound and the 
reply was "26 right hand QFE--- Report down 
wind". The next transmission was "G---- 
downwind" from another aircraft. This aircraft  
was 3 ahead. So I was thinking there are at 
least 4 in the circuit and how many joining 
overhead?

Five minutes later I called  "G-CDVZ Overhead 
descending dead side for 26". "Report 
downwind" came the reply. The radio was 
silent. The Gods were on my side. Ha! Ha! I 
was the only one in the circuit until after I 
landed and then loads more aircraft came in to 
land.

We spent the afternoon on Sandown seafront 
and after something to eat decided to head 
back to the airfield. Checking the aircraft over 
before our next flight we spotted some excess 
oil that appeared to be coming from the 
breather pipe. The oil level was OK so I 
decided to make a shorter trip to Compton 
Abbas on the way back. This was uneventful 
except that after we had landed in the hope of 
getting some refreshment and paying £8.00 
landing fee we couldn't get anything to eat or 
drink as the restaurant facilities are shut from 
6pm. Also recently  they have had thefts from 
the drink machines. So be warned if you fly 
there in the evening.

After taking on some fuel - just precautionary - 
we headed back to Bully. After 50 minutes flight 
time we joined overhead Bully keeping a good 
look out for paramotors as there is a lot of 
paramotor activity at Bully in the evening and 
when the air is still. You would think these 
paramotors would be easy to see with their 
brightly coloured chutes, but I can assure you 
they are not easy to spot from above and many 
times I have returned to Bully and not seen 
them  until I have flown beneath them. So keep 
a sharp eye out for them when flying near Bully.

My aircraft performed well on the day, though 
the oil temp was near the upper limit. This was 
probably due to the panniers being fitted 
restricting the air flow to the oil cooler. With 
panniers I was still able to maintain the 
maximum hands off cruise speed of 80 mph. As 
to the slight oil loss from the oil tank breather 
hose, I have informed P&M Aviation of the 
problem.

The Isle of Wight is a picturesque place to visit 
and spectacular from the air. Many a time I 
have thought about going there for a family 
holiday but never quite made it - probably put 
off by the ferry cost for such a short crossing. 
So flying there was quite an experience and no 
ferry fees. Spamfield was very busy. I don't 
know how many aircraft were there in total. The 
thing I liked about this fly-in was getting on a 
bus for ten minutes and you were on a beach 
instead of hanging around an airfield all day.

Look forward to next year.
_______________________
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Transponders and Mode S

You are all aware that there is a proposal 
that as from 31st March 2008 all aircraft 

should carry a Mode S transponder. This 
results from the CAA wishing to increase the 
use of regional airports by Commercial Air 
Transport  but, at the same time, not wanting 
to impose Class D airspace across the whole 
country. If all aircraft carry altitude encoding 
transponders then, in uncontrolled airspace, 
ATC can route Commercial traffic clear.

A Mode S transponder might cost as much as 
£2000 - a considerable amount for most 
microlight pilots. The Australian CAA (CASA) 
contributed to this cost for their pilots but the 
CAA has no such plans. For aircraft without a 
power supply (hang gliders, parachutists, etc.) 
there will be a problem. Portable transponders 
are still quite heavy and, because they are 
transmitting all the time they are switched on, 
will positively eat batteries! 

In addition there will be hazardous radiological 
emissions to be addressed for wooden 
structures (MiniMaxes?), composite 
structures (Shadows?) and where the 
equipment is strapped to a person’s body. 
Apparently this issue has not been addressed 
by the CAA.

The CAA has to consult on this issue and the 
deadline is 29th August this year. If you want 
to know moreabout Mode S look at 
www.eurocontrol.int

_______________________

Fly-in Reports

Wednesday 26th July - Cobbs Cross, 
hosted by Jon Hancock

It started badly when my ISP insisted that it 
was not possible to send e-mails to every-

one on the list (which had been faithfully cop-
ied 
from one of John Hamer's messages) and half 
an hour of arguing with two different people in 
India that others in the club could clearly do it 
produced the response that I would have to 
send out the invitations, six at a time!
 
Then METCHECK told me that it had changed 
its mind from the previous day and would not 

Flying, Friends and Flexwings
like to recommend one way or the other 
whether there should be a flyin at WR13. There 
was meant to be a very high CAPE and a low 
LI (whatever they are) at around 18.00 hrs so I 
was on the verge of cancelling it, but a good 
look out of the window suggested that things 
were moving faster than expected and 
conditions were improving.

Ready for departure
Possibly the weather, or the e-mail difficulties, 
or holidays or lack of permits resulted in only 6 
intrepid aircraft - all flexwings - making it to my 
strip, but what was lost in numbers was more 
than made up by the quality of those attending! 
Three axis machines were represented by one 
lonely Skyranger who made a valiant 
approach, but decided he was running out of 
everything and went away again, and my 
Foxbat which stayed in the hanger due to my 
erroneous belief that I would be employed all 
evening handing out food and drink to 
hundreds of people and had therefore fortified 
myself with a little of the amber stuff!
 
As a PR exercise, I had invited numerous 
neighbours (some of whom were suspected of 
being the miserable so and so's who had 
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complained to the planners about my activities 
- aeronautical ones) to witness a large 
gathering (Oh - at least a dozen or more I said) 
of interesting aircraft and flyers. Their dismay 
was soon turned to utmost pleasure by the 
unstinting efforts of Myron Burak and Adrian 
Burden who made several flights each with 
neighbours who, hopefully, are now converts 
to the cause and will give no more trouble! My 
heartfelt thanks go to both of them and thanks 
also to the others who braved uncertain 
weather to attend. Without them, it would have 
been a sorry sight indeed.
 
On a final note, Adrian somehow persuaded 
my partner Denise to "have a go" in his 
flexwing and she returned, beaming from ear 
to ear saying that she was not frightened at all 
and loved every minute of it. This from a lady 
who, when she flies with me, clings on like grim 
death to the windshield rail despite my efforts 
to prise her fingers off. Seems to say 
something about the quality of Adrian's flying 
versus my own!

___________________

Wednesday 2nd August

Another case of whether (weather?) to fly or 
not and the decision was that the winds 

forecast were not favourable for the venue in 
question. Much more of this and we will not 
have used all the available venues despite the 
excellent start to the season.

__________________

Wednesday 9th August 

The weather interfered yet again with the 
forecast winds causing the event to be 

cancelled.
_________________

Dates for your Diary
18th – 20th August – Flying for Fun, Kemble. 
The former PFA Rally. A yellow AIC is usually 
published for this event and can be 
downloaded from www.ais.org.uk

________________

For Sale

Pegasus Q in immaculate condition, low 
hours engine and airframe. Black and 

green sail and trike. £4800 ono. Contact Peter 
Hancox 01684 292639 or 07767 875787

***********************

Mainair Gemini Flash flexwing, Rotax 447, 
yellow pod, red/white wing, permit. Offers 

around £1650 to John Caffull. Tel: 01452 
700565

*********************

Pegasus Q 462, G-MYTH, very well main-
tained. Upgrades include Ivoprop three-

blade propeller, Rotax rectifier and battery set, 
radio interface, carb heat and more. Engine 
overhaul 97 hours, replaced points, main coil, 
HT coil, fuel pump gaskets, water pump gas-
kets and plug leads. Many parts renewed and 
re-fitted at GS Aviation. Yellow trike, blue 
seats, wing to suit. Trike cover, prop covers, 
wing bag, batten profile, engine details, wing 
trolley. Atreat to fly. Will have new permit. I 
have additional images of instruments and en-
gine ready to e-mail to interested purchasers. 
£4000. Contact Phil Hanman, Work 01452 
883121, Mob 07970 002135, Home 01452 
415589

*************************

CFM Shadow CD DCSI (Rotax 503) In very 
good condition, all mods complied with 

and in regular use. TTE 500 (engine rebuilt by 
SFC 112 hours ago). TTAF 595. Crosbie 
undercarriage.Wheel spats and undercarriage 
fairings. Twin strobes, slipper tank, recent 
Arplast propellor (£800+), Elba fuel computer. 
Feature instrument panel. A2 Icom radio with 
Lynx intercom, Lynx headsets x 2, Garmin 
GPS. Full permit on purchase. Ready to fly for 
£8250 ono. Contact Dick Osler  07851 750291 
(mobile).

___________________
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Photos in this issue courtesy of Andrew John

Editor’s Note
I have noticed that photos of the Wednesday 
fly-ins have been few and far between. If you 
have any please let me have them as they do 
brighten up the newsletter  - and save quite a 
bit of time typing, pictures being worth a 
thousand words, etc.!!!

I have no news of the results of the Treasure 
Hunt or of the Fly-in to Chris Ball’s strip.
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