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This month’s meeting – Wednesday 17th 
August 
This month will be the last of the Club night 
fly-ins. Watch your e-mail or phone John 
Hamer for details of where the event will 
take place. For the September meeting we 
will be back at the Farmers’ Club in 
Gloucester for the monthly meeting 

----------------------- 
Quote of the Month 
“It is a good thing to learn caution from the 
misfortunes of others.” — Publilius Syrus 

----------------------- 
Safety 
Ed Wells sent the following story:- 
Pete and I flew to Graham Pritchard's last 
Monday evening. (This was some weeks 
ago - Ed) Pete had complained that last time 
he flew the Blade he had trouble starting. I 
had no trouble that night and my normal 
ritual fired up the 462 first time. We flew 
down, chatted to Graham and Judy looked 
at his photos, had a drink then as time was 
getting short decided to head back. 
 
Would it start - no chance! Pete was first to 
melt on that hot and sunny night, then I did 
plus I ripped some skin on my hand with all 
that fruitless pulling.  
 
Dead as a door nail. Flooded? No. Plugs OK 
and sparking? Yes. So I'm just fitting clean 
plugs in desperation when I noticed black 
dust falling out of the front plug top! So it 
does happen then, vibration will fret away at 

your alloy plug tops and sparks will track on 
the dust rendering the engine dead. I 
cleaned them out with my hanky and it 
started first time.  
 
Oh we did get back in daylight - but only 
just. So the moral is every time you clean or 
change plugs get your hanky out and clean 
up inside the tops. 
 

----------------------- 
The Editor’s Wanderings No 2 
Having gone North in last of our traveller’s 
tales this time we found something of 
interest in the South. More precisely, it was 
at Hawkinge near Folkestone in Kent. Some 
members may already know that this was 
the site of a front line airfield in WWII. 
Unfortunately, like many other such places, 
a housing estate has sprung up on quite a 
large part of the old field but a small group 
of enthusiasts have managed to buy some 
of the land and old buildings and have set 
up the “Kent Battle of Britain Museum”. We 
decided to give it a try. 
 
First impressions were of a very small site 
surrounded with a high wire fence. From 
outside could be seen three Hurricanes and 
six buildings of varying sizes. On the fence 
was a notice forbidding the use of cameras, 
video recorders, notebooks or any other 
type of recording equipment on the 
premises – not exactly a warm welcome 
perhaps! 



 
Inside the entrance building was a display of 
photos showing the airfield being used in the 
filming of “The Battle of Britain” in 1968. 
Hangars, blast pens and additional buildings 
were constructed and a large number of 
replica aircraft moved on to the site together 
and many local people were recruited to act 
as ‘extras’ for the film. 
 
The second building contained full-sized 
replicas of Hurricanes, Spitfires and a North 
American Harvard and vehicles that would 
have been seen on a 1940’s aerodrome. 
There was also a collection of ten Rolls-
Royce Merlin engines recovered from Battle 
of Britain aircraft each one telling the story 
of the pilot of the particular aircraft and 
where it was found. 
 

 

 
 
The third building was similar but contained 
German Bf109’s and engines recovered 
from Luftwaffe aircraft again with many 
personal accounts of the crews and the 
location at which they were found. 
 
The fourth building was the original 
Operations Room of the airfield and 
contained both large and small items from 
over 600 Battle of Britain aircraft. These 
items had been donated by individuals, bith 
British and German and had been 
researched in detail to personalise each 
item. Apparently some German visitors have 
come to the museum in search of 
information on members of their family who 
were killed in the war and have, for the first 
time, learned what actually happened to 
them. It appears that the Germans were not 

in the habit of telling the families the fate of 
their loved ones! 
 
The fifth building was the original Flight 
Dispersal hut and housed two V1 Flying 
Bombs together with charts showing where 
the 9000 or so targeted at the British Isles 
landed. There were also photos of the 
German launch sites. 
 
The last building was the original armoury 
and housed a massive collection of ground 
and airborne weapons and personal items 
donated by both German and British pilots 
who fought in the battle. 
 
Once again we were the last visitors to 
leave the site after five hours and, even in 
that time, we had not managed to read a 
small percentage of the stories and 
information displayed. The museum is totally 
self supporting having been unsuccessful in 
obtaining grants or funding from the Lottery. 
the RAF or the local council. They are also 
interested in acquiring any items directly 
connected with the Battle of Britain. A gem 
of a museum and well worth supporting with 
a visit if you are in the area. 

----------------------- 
Over Farm Treasure Hunt – Results by 
Rob Keene 

Replica Aircraft at Hawkinge 

The closest result in the Over Treasure 
Hunt's history! 
 
Nine aircraft took part out of approx 18 that 
flew in. Three teams found 6 out of 8 
photos, (Jim Taylor/ Phil Hanman in a 
Skyranger, Rees Keene/ Dave Watson in an 
Alpha and Chris Ball/ Ian Finbow in a 
Eurostar.)  The winner was therefore 
decided by a spot landing in gathering 
darkness. 
 
The closest to the mark, and therefore the 
winner was Chris & Ian who touched only 2 
metres from the target. 
 
As soon as Brian finds the trophy we will 
present the award! 
 



Well done to all those who found some. Fly-ins 
1st Oct The Hangbolt Fly-In and BBQ The 
Control Tower, Long Marston Airfield. This 
event has been registered on the BMAA 
web site – no further details available at 
present 

First Flight 
John Hamer reports that on Friday 19th 
August he was at Long Marston for the first 
flight of the Escapade built by our member 
Rex Paddock. It is an exceptionally well built 
aircraft - Rex is craftsman whose day job is 
preparing rally cars. It is hoped to have a 
photo for publication in due course. 

------------------------- 
 

Title Photo 
 This month we feature the aircraft of Bill 

Keele-Stocker – a good example of a well 
cared for aircraft. 

Bredon Fly-in 
Andrew John provided the following report 
of the fly-in on Wednesday 17th August:-  

 Last night's fly-in produced 10 aircraft on to 
the gallops on Bredon in stunning weather 
and light winds. We were also joined by 
David Pick from Croft Farm in an Emeraude 
GA aircraft, having spent the day touring 
West Wales. A good party was had by all. 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk 

Bredon Fly-in 

(Does anyone recognise the “aircraft” on the 
left of the photo?! –Ed) 

----------------------------- 
For Sale 
Kolb Twinstar Mk III G-MYKB 582 Rotax low 
hours, serious STOL superb visibility, fixed 
wing, enclosed. Heavy landing now repaired 
but needs reassembly of perspex, recover of 
cockpit fabric, respray front cockpit, engine 
checkover and all rubber eg engine hoses, 
tyres. All complete with tailor made trailer 
fully enclosed for transport and hangerage 
(wings fold and push/winch in) c/w radio, 
headsets, full build drawings & plans. Cost 
new £14,000 – Offers to Doug Young Tel 
01594 810410 
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