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This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 

16th April

This month our speaker is Robin 

Morton from Grass Strip Aviation who 

will be talking about the two replica SSDR 

aircraft his company is developing - the 

Eindeker and the Classic. The meeting 

will start at 8.00pm. As a courtesy to our 

speaker please make every effort to be 

there on time.

This is the last meeting at the 

Farmers’ Club until September.

Quote of the Month

“There are two critical points in every 

aerial flight -- its beginning and its 

end.”— Alexander Graham Bell, 1906.

Regular weekly Fly-in Programme 

The “Merry Month of May” approaches 

and with it the beginning of our 

regular Wednesday evening fly-in 

programme. Details of each week’s fly-in 

venue will be sent by e-mail to Club 

members as last year. E-mail recipients 

are requested to pass this information on 

to any Club members they know who 

receive the hard copy of Airscrew.  

Travelling to France?

It’s never too early to start planning. If 

a flight across the Channel is on your 

list you might be interested in a guide to 

basic R/T phraseology for visits to 

uncontrolled French airfields. Also 

included are audio clips. The guide is 

available on the Internet at 

<www.francoflyers.org>.

Popham 2008

The annual “starter” to the microlight 

flying season takes place on 3rd and 

4th May at Popham Airfield in Hampshire. 

Last year the show sprang a surprise on 

us by coming just after the SSDR 

approval. There were some new aircraft 

in evidence to take advantage of the new 

regulations but this year there should be 

even more. The weather is unpredictable 

at the best of times but, hopefully, it will 

have settled by then enough to allow 

pilots the chance to fly in to the event.

Transponders

The following information has been 

received via the MiniMax Club. As you 

will be aware, any transponder fitted to 

an aircraft after 31 March 2008 has to be 

of the "Mode S" variety. Aircraft 

operating with a "Mode A/C" 

transponder, can continue to do so until 

2012. However,aircraft owners/operators 

wishing to utilise this exemption and 

continue using mode A/C until 2012, are 

to apply to the CAA for an exemption.

The relevant CAA letter detailing the 

exemption can be found at 

<http://tinyurl.com/2fcj29> and the 

form on which to apply for the exemption 

is at <http://tinyurl.com./2e3kum>. For 

those unfamiliar with web addresses both 

of those above are specially abbreviated 

to avoid your having to type a long and 

complicated address with the possibility 

of making a wrong entry.
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Medical Form

By this time most pilots are familiar 

with the medical requirements for 

flying and the fact that they have to 

download the certification form and notes 

for their GP from the CAA web site. 

However, one member had a “coming 

together” with his GP over the fact that 

the form heading   did not specify 

Microlights, only balloons airships and 

gyroplanes. 

Enquiries of the BMAA produced the 

following answer;- 

“The form says for UNITED KINGDOM 

NATIONAL PRIVATE PILOT LICENSES 

which includes the UK PPL M and the 

NPPL, which covers all ratings available , 

Microlight, SLMG and SSEA. “ 

Members might bear this in mind if their 

GP also queries the relevance of the 

form. The Chief Executive of the BMAA 

also suggested that the GP could either 

ring him or the BMAA’s Medical Adviser if 

he was still not satisfied - another option 

if the GP is willing to take it.

Weekly Fly-ins

A reminder and a plea from your 

Editor. After this month’s meeting my 

contact with members is very restricted 

in that I do not attend many of the 

regular weekly fly-Ins. I am therefore 

dependent on willing volunteers for news 

items particularly on the fly-ins 

themselves. I am not fussy how the 

information reaches me - e-mail, written 

report, short notes or phone call - but I 

am sure that everyone would like to hear 

about these events. At least then you 

would not have to put up with my 

ramblings! 

Please try to let me have a report of each 

fly-in as they make interesting reading 

and will, no doubt, encourage more 

members to attend them if only for the 

BBQ offered at each one! (See photo 

opposite)

 

Dates for your Diary

3rd – 4th May - Popham Microlight 

Trade Fair and Fly-in

12th 15th - June – Spamfield, Isle of 

Wight. Discount booking now open. 

Organiser; John Moore. Contact 

<john@cyberstitch.co.uk>

25th – 27th July – Bleriot 100. Mass 

microlight crossing of the English Channel 

to mark Louis Bleriot’s 100th 

anniversary. Contact: Frank Spiniello 

frankspiniello@hotmail.co.uk

28th July – 3rd August – Oshcosh, 

USA. EAA 56th Annual Fly-in Convention. 

www.eaa.org
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Editor’s Note

This month’s header photo is no fake - 

it really is snow! This was the view 

from our back garden on the morning of 

6th April. Compare this with previous 

headers showing floods over the same 

area. Perhaps, if the weather forecasters 

are correct, I will be able to capture a 

drought scene later in the year! 

Bill  Austin (Editor)

bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk

01684 833484


