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Pete togged up for the 
day’s ride

Severn Valley Microlight Club

This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday 18th 
April - Sale of the Century!

This month we have something completely 
different. Richard Webb is organising a 

“table top” sale of microlight items. Have you 
any  bits and pieces, instruments, etc which 
you don’t require? If so, bring them to the 
meeting they may be just the item that another 
member is looking for. Richard will label your 
items with your name and price and it will be for 
the buyer to contact the seller and close the 
bargain on the night. At the end of the evening 
any items not sold may be auctioned if the 
seller so wishes.

India by Motorcycle

Our member, Pete Smith, has recently 
returned from a trip to India. He took part 

in “Enduro India”, a fund raising motorcycle 

adventure on behalf of four charities. The bikes 
were Indian manufactured Royal Enfields and 

Pete spent up to 10 hours in the road on some 
of the days. Perhaps the  word “road” should 
not be taken too literally! He has offered to give 
us a talk about his adventure in the autumn.

National Competition - First Round - Over 
Farm

The first round of the Nationals will be taking 
place at Over Farm at the end of this month 

-  Saturday and Sunday 28th and 29th April. If 
you have a few hours to spare Robbie Keene 
would be glad of some help to ensure the 
weekend goes smoothly. Contact him by e-mail 
at rob.keene@btinternet.com or by phone on 
07831 237353.

As  bonus all SVMC members are invited to 
the party at the farm on Saturday evening 
regardless of whether they are official 
helpers or not. Robbie is laying on Beer, 
Music and pizza cooked on the spot. The 
evening entertainment will take place 
regardless of the weather.

Safety

The end of March and the beginning of April 
saw a real change in the weather. The rain 

seemed to have left us, the sun came out with 
a vengeance and, on some days, the wind 
dropped. Yes, it was flyable! Time for a 
thorough check of the aircraft before taking to 
the sky. Did you find any winter squatters in the 
wing or under the engine cowling? Even if the 
occupants were not there had they left any 
evidence of their sojourn - nest material, 
nibbled fabric or wires? It’s a bit late to find it 
when the wheels are not in contact with the 
ground! 



2222

Talking of wheels, when was the last time you 
checked your tyres? Hopefully you check the 
pressures on a regular basis but how often do 
you look at their condition? Are the walls 
showing signs of cracking or rubbing. If so, 
they need replacing without delay.

Remember “Safety is no accident”.

Internet

Two items concerning high flying have 
appeared in print. The first is an attempt to 

beat the current British microlight altitude 
record of 25,206 feet and possibly the world 
record too. The pilot is Dave Beech, the aircraft 
a Quantum and he will take off from Ince 
Blundell airfield. He is looking for sponsors and 
will be raising funds for the Marina Dalglish 
Breast Cancer Appeal. To follow his progress 
go to <www.recordattempt.net>

The second item is very local. You now have 
the opportunity to become a member of the 
“Mile High Club” flying in a Piper Lancer aircraft 
from Gloucestershire airport. For more 
information go to <www.milehighflights.co.uk>

Popham 2007

By the time you receive the next newsletter 
the annual Microlight Trade Fair  - 

affectionately known as “Popham” - will have 
taken place. It is worth noting that all persons 
attending this year, flying in, driving or walking, 
will be charged £5.00 entry fee. The usual 
question is “What new and exciting aircraft or 
“goodies” will there be to persuade you to open 
your wallet?” Things have seemed rather quiet 
in the press to date so hopefully someone is 
really keeping us guessing. Keep your fingers 
crossed that  the weather will be the same as 
on Saturday last year but this year for both days.

Dates for your diary 
A selection of events only

17th – 23rd April – Sun ‘n Fun, Lakeland, 
Florida, USA

28th – 29th April – Nationals Round One, 
Over Farm. All Club Members invited to the 
party on Saturday night whether competing or 
not.

5th – 6th May – Microlight Trade Fair, Popham

8th – 15th June – Fly-UK 2007, Contact:- Tom 
Dawson tom@fly-uk.org or see www.fly-uk.org

8th – 15th June – England ‘the long way 
round’ Contact David Daniel 
davidgelsi@btinternet.com 07801380626 or 
01278 794796 see also 
www.westonzoylandflyingclub.co.uk 

15th – 17th June -  Spamfield, Sandown, Isle 
of Wight. Contact John Moore 
john@cyberstitch.co.uk or see 
www.wightparty.org 

21st -22nd July  - Redlands Fly-in and Night 
Party, Redlands Airfield, Swindon. Organiser 
Clive Bunce percivile-pecker@tiscali.co.uk see 
also www.redlandsairfield.co.uk 

23rd – 29th July – Oshcosh Fly-in, Wisconsin, 
USA

25th - 26th August – Wye Valley Flying Club 
Fly-in and Barbeque. Contact 
mart@martinshortman.f9.co.uk , Roger on 
07749 702699 or Spence on 07787 564170

For Sale
Mainair Gemini Flash flexwing, Rotax 447, 
yellow pod, red/white wing, permit, well 
maintained, engine overhauled at 100 hours, 
Newton propeller. Flies well, no vices. Offers 
around £1650 to John Caffull. Tel: 01452 
700565
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Editor’s Note

The header photo this month sums up the 
weather situation rather well. You can see 

snow on the top of one of the hills, the 
remaining water from the floods, the trees 
coming into leaf and a hint of blue sky. All the 
seasons in one photo it would seem! That’s 
English weather for you!

Bill Austin
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk
01684 833484


