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This Month’s Meeting – Wednesday 
19th April 

his month David Howell will be 
giving us a presentation on “Flying 

to Provence”. We don’t see a lot of 
David but he does do a fair amount of 
flying in the course of a year so this 
should be interesting. We will be 
starting at 8.15pm. 

------------------------- 
 
Quote of the month 

o invent an airplane is nothing. To 
build one is something. To fly is 

everything. — Otto Lilienthal 
------------------------- 

 
Internet 

eather sites seem to vary a lot in 
their content and relevance as 

far as microlights are concerned. 
Reading a magazine the other day the 
following site was quoted 
www.metcheck.com/v40/uk/free/cloud
watcher.asp . A visit to the site proved 
interesting and fascinating. There are 
many pages to visit but the most useful 
appear under 
“Hobbies/Aviation/Airfields or Private 
Airfields”. Places like Defford, 
Eastbach and other local airfields are 
listed together with their current 
weather conditions. Take a look, I’m 
sure you will find it of use. 
 
Most members will have heard of 
“Memory Map” but what about “Google 
Earth”? The latter is a free download – 

just type “Google Earth” into your 
search engine to find it - but is only 
useable when connected to the 
internet. Type in a location anywhere 
in the world and the photographic map 
will zoom in on it. If you type in 
Stukeley, Huntingdonshire you will see 
a Lancaster bomber flying over the 
town. Not all the UK is available with 
clear photography but there are 
various filters which can be applied to 
see roads, railway lines, hotels, etc. 
Another site worth looking at if only for 
entertainment.  
 
A local discovery is a live weather 
display for Gloucestershire airport 
which can be found at 
http://www.skytime.co.uk/data/weatherf
ull.html This will certainly give you the 
picture of wind direction, speed, cloud 
base and temperature together with 
rainfall statistics. Check it out! 

------------------------------- 
 
Air Law 

ast your mind back to 
Groundschool and you will recall 

that UK airspace is classified from A to 
G but there was no Class C airspace in 
the UK. All that has changed from 16th 
March and we now have some C 
space. However, it will not trouble us 
as it is from FL195 up to FL258. If you 
want to find out more see AIC 10/2006 
(Yellow 191) on the AIS web site - 
www.ais.org.uk 
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Still connected with Air Law, it is likely 
that Temporary Restricted Airspace will 
be established around Benson/Brize 
on 17th June and around Kemble on 
18th June. This will be notified by 
Mauve AIC which can be accessed via 
the AIS web site as above. 

------------------------------- 
 
Manchester Low Level Corridor 

ith the flying season coming up 
anyone thinking of flying north 

through the Low Level Corridor should 
note that the Flight Information Service 
frequency is now Manchester 
Approach on 135.00Mhz. 

------------------------------ 
 
Licences 

ny members who have one of the 
first JAR-FCL PPL licences to be 

issued, should be aware that they 
expire this year and should be 
renewed using form SRG1102 
available from the AIS site 
www.ais.org.uk . Renewal will cost you 
£68. 

----------------------------- 
 
GPS jamming trials 

f you intend flying in Wales note that 
GPS jamming trials are taking place 

at Sennybridge in Central Wales from 
27th March to 27th April inclusive. An 
area up to 41 nm in all directions from 
a central point at 520 01’N, 0030 37’W 
will be affected. It is possible that the 
effect will extend beyond this area so 
be warned if you are flying in that area 
that your GPS could cease to function 
or give a wrong indication. 

----------------------------- 
 
Chasing the Morning Sun 

ongratulations to local flier and 
former Defford airfield resident 

Manuel Queiroz who set out from 
Gloucestershire Airport on 28th 
February to fly around the world in 23 
days going from East to West in a 

single engined aircraft under 1000Kgs. 
He completed the course successfully 
landing back at Gloucestershire Airport 
on 8th April at 1506 local time but not 
within his original timescale. Total flight 
time was 39 days and 8 hours but this 
in itself is a record for this aircraft 
category. The Flight Log on his web 
site made fascinating reading  
 

 
Manuel arriving back at 

Gloucestershire 
 

Having spent a few years trying to get 
the project off the ground (sorry for the 
pun!) it is ironic that the weather has 
been against him when it mattered. He 
was held up for almost a week in 
Hawaii and then it stopped him again 
in Canada. However, considering the 
flying time involved, his aircraft has 
performed virtually faultlessly. It will be 
interesting to know how much money 
he has raised for his chosen charity. 

----------------------------- 
 
Wednesday evening fly-ins 

his month sees the start of the 
Club’s regular Wednesday evening 

fly-ins to local strips. Your Editor 
reminds you of the remarks made by 
the Chairman at the AGM. He 
requested that anyone who hosts a fly-
in should compile a short report and 
send it to me for inclusion in Airscrew 
together with any photos which are 
available. That does not prevent 
anyone else sending in comments or 
photos of the same fly-in. The more 
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material I have the more interesting I 
can make the newsletter. 

----------------------------- 
 
Radio Frequencies 

ou may have read that according 
to ICAO Annexe 10 radio 

frequencies should now be passed as 
six digits. In the UK they will continue 
to be passed as five digits until 1st 
May 2006 within the 25 Khz spaced 
frequencies. This results from the 
gradual introduction of 8.33Khz 
spacing of frequencies. This spacing is 
currently only used in the higher flight 
levels. However, the warning is there 
for all to see. Because there is a need 
to increase the number of frequencies 
available in the radio spectrum the 
spacing between frequencies has to be 
reduced to remain within the 108 – 136 
Khz band allocated to Air Traffic 
Control. The result is that our present 
radios will be unusable if and when the 
8.33Khz spacing is universally 
introduced. Whether it will be possible 
to convert them and, if so, at what cost 
remains to be seen. 

-------------------------- 
 
‘Chocolat’ - The Final Chapter 

ndrew John’s accident last year set 
us all back a few steps. Now the 

final chapter has been written and 
Andrew has sent the following e-mail 
and pictures. 
 
“Here is proof of the cremation of 
certainly one of the most good looking 
home built, fixed wing microlights. A 
very sad moment, but I do have my log 
book to remind me of some 83 hours 
of very pleasurable flying. I owe my life 
to its sound construction and to all 
those who assisted with my recovery, 
not least the members of our illustrious 
club. The next chapter in my 
'interesting' flying career has already 
begun with the purchase of a half-built 

Minimax which I intend to complete as 
such and hopefully fly later this year.” 
 

 
 
 

 
(Editor’s note:- Andrew’s own title for 
these pictures was ‘Hot Chocolat’!) 

---------------------------- 
 
Home-Based Microlight Operation - 
Gloucestershire Airport 

he following notice was published 
on the Gloucestershire Airport site 

and will be of interest to members. It 
should be noted that the conditions 
apply to aircraft based at Staverton. 
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“As a result of the recent consultation 
of airport operators regarding home-
based microlight operation, a number 
of responses were received. They 
showed an overwhelming support for 
the general principle of the proposal to 
grant approval to specific aircraft 
types, subject to meeting certain 
design, operational and performance 
criteria. 
Therefore, with effect from 1 February 
2006, Gloucestershire Airport will 
consider applications for the home-
based operation of specific aircraft 
types belonging to the United Kingdom 
‘microlight’ classification. Approval will 
be granted subject to the aircraft 
meeting the criteria published below. 
These criteria incorporate views 
express during the consultation 
process. 
 
Approval criteria 
General specification 
Full, conventional, three-axis control. 
Fitted with flaps. 
CAA Type Approval. 
Power plant 
4-stroke piston, or gas turbine power 
plant, developing not less than 85hp 
(64kW). 
Fuel: Avgas 100LL or Jet A1 only. 
Performance 
Best rate of climb speed not less than 
55 kt. 
Cruise speed not less than 80 kt, at 
65% power/mean sea level. 
Normal approach speed not less than 
55 kt, with landing flap selected. 
 
Applications for approval 
Application forms for microlight type 
approval can be obtained from airport 
admin. 
 
Please note that the aircraft may not 
be operated from Gloucestershire 
Airport until an approval certificate 
has been issued”. 
 

GPS Trials 
loucester Airport has also been 
chosen as one of six UK airports 

to be used for trials of GPS 
approaches. The CAA is inviting pilots 
flying UK registered aircraft fitted with 
GPS equipment to take part in the 
trials which will run from May to 
October 2006. 
 
 
For Sale 

ainair Gemini Flash Flexwing, 
Rotax 447, yellow pod, red/white 

wing. Permit. Offers around £1650. 
Contact John Caffull 01452 700565. 
 
 
Editor’s Note:- There is a fly-in at Long 
Marston over the Easter weekend. If 
any members attend could they let me 
have a brief write-up for the next issue 
please? 
 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk 
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