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This month’s meeting - Wednesday 20th 
April 
This month we have the long awaited talk by 
Anne Newell about the Gloucestershire Air 
Ambulance – the one that was “fogged off” 
last October! Hopefully none of us will need 
their services however much we want to fly 
in a helicopter but it will be interesting to 
learn more about the essential service they 
provide. We will be starting at 8.00pm. As a 
courtesy to our speaker please be there in 
good time. 

----------------------- 

Compulsory Insurance 
On 1st of May you must have Third Party 
insurance on your aircraft. This is a legal 
requirement punishable by a fine or a period 
in gaol. If you intend carrying passengers 
you must also have passenger insurance. 
However, if you do not intend to carry 
passengers in a two seat aircraft you 
have to make a declaration to that effect 
and will not be required to have passenger 
insurance.  
 
It is worth noting that the operative date is 
also the second day of the Popham 
weekend so you may find a CAA man 
attending the event incognito and checking 
things out! The current edition of “Pilot” 
magazine actually quotes the Head of the 
CAA’s Aircraft Registration Section as 
saying “All EU countries have been tasked 
with inspecting both resident and visiting 
aircraft. In the UK the CAA is hoping to 

minimise the burden by linking the 
monitoring of insurance to the existing 
registration process. However, the CAA will 
be carrying out spot checks and if an aircraft 
is not properly insured, then it can be 
grounded and the operator prosecuted 
under the Air Navigation Order.”  
 
The cost of insurance is likely to be around 
£183 for Third Party with an additional £105 
to cover a passenger. The situation is not 
set in stone so you would be well advised to 
shop around for the best deal. 
 
It is worth noting that the insurance relates 
to the aircraft and not to the pilot. This 
means that your inspector and any other 
qualified pilot can fly your aircraft and is 
insured against third party and passenger 
claims in the event of an accident. 

------------------------------- 
Quote of the Month 
“Aviation in itself is not inherently 
dangerous. But to an even greater degree 
than the sea, it is terribly unforgiving of any 
carelessness, incapacity or neglect” — 
Captain A. G. Lamplugh, British Aviation 
Insurance Group, London. Circa early 
1930's 

----------------------- 
Safety 
With the start of the flying season now in 
sight it is worth remembering that it is also 
the start of the Air Display season. Last year 
there were several occasions when displays 



Best wishes to both of them for many happy 
flying hours still to come! 

by the Red Arrows were curtailed or even 
cancelled because an aircraft had infringed 
the Temporary Restricted Area promulgated 
in the Notams. Don’t be the next one to 
cancel a display! The Red Arrows site 
www.raf.mod.uk/reds has details of all their 
public displays and the CAA Notams are 
available on www.ais.org.uk.  

-------------------------- 
 
Radio procedure 
Some farm strips have dedicated radio 
frequencies and the use of the BMAA 
frequency 129.82 when visiting these strips 
will not produce a reply. Locally the strip at 
Defford has its own frequency which is 
119.10. The radio is unmanned and the 
procedure is to call Defford Traffic when 
coming into circuit or before entering the 
runway for departure giving details of your 
callsign, type of aircraft and your intentions. 
You will probably get no reply. Continue to 
make the standard calls when in circuit or 
departing but particularly keep a good 
lookout for other traffic which may be 
operating non-radio. 

----------------------- 
Twins’ milestone 
Friday 8th April at the Farmers’ Club in 
Gloucester saw a gathering of family and 
friends to celebrate the 70th birthday of the 
Cole twins, Ken and George.  
 
Both joined the RAF at a young age and 
both had the same trade. George seemed to 
spend a lot of time trying to catch up with 
Ken so that they were both on the same 
station but the RAF had other ideas! 
However, they both eventually ended up in 
the same rough geographical area!  

----------------------- 
Popham 2005 
Once again it’s that time of year and the 
opening event of the season is almost upon 
us. No doubt some members will already be 
making their shopping list and planning to 
fly-in. The thought, as every year, is will 
there be something new to see? Hopefully 
the weather will be co-operative and the sun 
will shine. Unfortunately your Editor is 
otherwise engaged that weekend so will not 
be able to write about the show. Accordingly 
any comments or contributions for the next 
newsletter from anyone in any format will be 
most gratefully received. 

Still young – still flying! 

------------------------ 
 
“Fly UK 2005”  
Last month John Hamer told us about the 
“Fly UK” event which started from Hartpury 
last year. He has now confirmed tat the vent 
will be run again this year from 18th to 24th 
June starting this time at Redlands. The 
route will this time go clockwise around the 
UK taking in some of the places which were 
not visited last year. It is planned, once 
again, to finish at Spamfield rally on25th and 
26th June. Details are on the BMAA web 
site “Events” page but the local contact is JH 
himself. 

The design on the top of the cake said it all! 
 

http://www.raf.mod.uk/reds
http://www.ais.org.uk/


The joys of flying – well almost! By 
Barbara Austin 
After the winter layoff – time to get the 
machine out, dust it off and fly again? That’s 
just what I thought quite recently. Load up 
the car – petrol, front strut, hang bolt, flying 
gear, husband (latter still essential to start 
machine) and off we go. 
 
Lovely afternoon so thorough inspection and 
clean up then time for a ground run. Small 
amount of petrol still in the tank from last 
year so decided to use it up first. At this 
point who should arrive on the airfield but Ed 
Wells and passenger in his Blade. “Thinking 
of going flying”?, he asks and then proceeds 
to tell me that conditions ‘up there’ are 
rubbish. (Not quite the word he used!) If he 
felt that it was bad in his heavy Blade with 
two up, what would it be like for me – a 
featherweight comparatively speaking? 
 
Ed then went on to tell me of his engine 
coughing just as he was about to takeoff 
and this after 15 minutes ground run. 
Fortunately for him he was in a position to 
stop his takeoff run and later took off (with 
some anxiety) but with a new set of plugs. 
He did ultimately think that the problem was 
probably a small piece of carbon coming 
loose in the cylinder and going through the 
system. He let us know later that he did get 
back safely and without incident so he may 
well have been right. 
 
So, back to me. Engine started easily, 
hopefully conditions would improve later and 
I would be able to fly. 
 
I took her out on the runway with the 
intention of doing a speed run. I hadn’t 
expected the ground to be so rough so this 
was perhaps not the best decision. 
However, off I went and after four engine-
outs I decided to call it a day. 
 

Was it plugs? – No, don’t think so – no 
coughing, no warning. 
 

Was it old petrol or something in the 
petrol? – No, don’t think so – engine went 
well (when it was running and no 
problems when stationary) 
 

Conclusion – too little petrol in the tank and 
feed pipe momentarily dry. This theory is 
supported by the fact that the ground was 
very uneven plus noting subsequently that 
the engine cut-out happened just when I 
turned a corner. 
 
Thoroughly delusioned I packed up and 
went home. Next time I’ll try with a full tank! 
Don’t think I’ll risk getting too low in the tank 
while flying either!! 
 
(Husband –“essential to start the machine” – 
a.k.a GPU - Ground Power Unit!  Ed) 

------------------------ 
 
Charts 
A check of the CAA site shows that the 
following charts are due for publication this 
month. 
Half-mil Southern England and Wales on 
14th and quarter-mil Central England and 
Wales also on 14th. 
 
The only other chart scheduled for 
publication this year is the quarter-mil West 
and South Wales which will appear on 4th 
August. 

------------------------- 
 
Fly-ins 
It is proposed to start the regular 
Wednesday fly-ins for Club members on 
27th April. The venue will be Gary Ball’s 
field at Teddington weather permitting! A 
reminder or any change of venue will be 
sent out by e-mail nearer the date. Those 
members not on the Club’s e-mail 
distribution list can phone John Hamer on 
01452 700314 and obtain a pre-flight 
briefing and details of the fly-in. Because the 
weather plays a key role in the 
arrangements a decision often cannot be 
made until the last minute. Please also bear 
in mind that you will be invited guests at 



these events so please take note of and 
adhere to any instructions or requests from 
the host airstrip regarding circuit procedures 
and “no go” areas in the vicinity. Ignoring 
these requests could result in a member 
losing his use of the airstrip, the Club losing 
a venue for the future and bad publicity for 
microlights in general. 
 
Following a suggestion made at the Club’s 
AGM, the Committee has agreed that a 
contribution of £20 towards the costs of 
providing refreshments will be offered to the 
host of each Wednesday fly-in. 

------------------------------ 
Dates for your Diary 
30th April – 1st May Popham Trade Fair, 
Popham Airfield, Hampshire. (Note that the 
Sunday is the first day of compulsory 
insurance and you may be called upon to 
provide the necessary proof). 
 
30th April – 1st May – Round Scotland 
Microlight Rally. Contact Kenny Donaldson 
01259 769305 or www.scottishaeroclub.org 
for details. 
 
28th – 29th May – Round Wales Air 
Race/Rally - www.WingsOverWales.co.uk 
 
18th – 24th June – Fly UK rally starting 
from Redlands – see earlier news item. 
 
24th -26th June (Provisional) Spamfield, 
Isle of Wight www.wightparty.org  
 
1st -3rd July Flying for Fun (PFA Rally) 
Kemble – look out for the Yellow AIC 
published nearer the date. 
 
25th – 31st July Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
 
------------------------ 
 
Title photo 
The Club aircraft featured on the front of the 
newsletter this month is the Flash2 Alpha of 
Russell Church. 
------------------------- 
 

Editor’s Note:- 
If you receive this newsletter a little later 
than usual I apologise for the bad behaviour 
of my computer which, at the last minute, 
decided it would do its own thing rather than 
what I asked it to do resulting in some 
“original” formatting. However, a stern 
reprimand from me (turning it off and re-
booting) eventually brought it back into line.  

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk 

http://www.scottishaeroclub.org/
http://www.wightparty.org/
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