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This Month’s Meeting 
This month Roger Davies, who has built and 
flies a MiniMax, will be talking to us about 
his other passion – gliding. Wednesday April 
15th is the date and 8pm is the time 
Newsleter 
Members and others who have opted to 
receive the printed version of the newsletter 
will, in future, receive it in black and white. 
The cost of colour reproduction by any 
means is expensive and the committee has 
agreed that this option will give best value 
for your subscription 
Notams 
RAF Fairford  
Following on from the brief reference in the 
last newsletter, reproduced below is an 
extract from the current NOTAM relating to 
the Fairford MATZ. Note that the restrictions 
apply up to 30th June. 
NAVW: a) EGVA from 03/03/18 11:07 to 
03/06/30 17:00 Restriction of flying 
regulations have been made under article 
85 of the ANO 2000. no aircraft shall fly 
within the area notified as the RAF Fairford 
Matz except aircraft flying in accordance 
with an ATC clearance issued by ATC RAF 
Brize Norton or RAF Fairford or in the 
service of Gloucester police. f) sfc g) 3286ft 
amsl There is also a postscript to this which 
says that if you do infringe the MATZ without 
permission you will be prosecuted 
One of our members thought of making a 
flight to Clench Common from Over and 
rang Brize Norton to see what the situation 
was. Brize was quite happy to allocate a slot 
time for him to penetrate the MATZ despite 
the fact that he pleaded that he was a lowly, 
slow microlight and it wasn’t an important 

flight anyway! Don’t be afraid to ask, they 
can only say no and, in any case you always 
have the right to fly over the top provided 
that you are above 3286 feet QNH i.e. 
above the top of the MATZ. They would still 
appreciate your giving them a call, though, 
so that they know you are there and don’t 
divert a B52 to investigate! 
Pershore 
The captive balloon flying from Pershore is 
centred on 520834N 0020201W with a 
1.5nm radius of this point and up to 6000 
feet amsl and this area will exist until 
31/08/03. Brize Norton can tell you if the 
balloon is flying on any particular day. It is 
said that the balloon is clearly visible from 
Defford! 
Quote of the Month 
“It is possible to fly without motors, but not 
without knowledge and skill”. — Wilbur 
Wright 
 
Internet 
Those members with access to the internet 
are able to view Notams by registering on 
the CAA site www.ais.org.uk . Registration 
is free and you then have access to the 
NOTAM section. The only complication from 
our point of view is that in order to see the 
NOTAMS you have to fill in a form giving a 
route and opting to see all NOTAMS. It is 
interesting that there is a category for 
“microflight” as the type of flight. 
Radio Frequency Change 
The Approach Frequency for 
Gloucestershire Airport (Staverton) has 
changed. It is now 128.55. Please amend 
any memory entries on your radio as the old 
frequency is now allocated to Bristol Radar. 

http://www.ais.org.uk/


Wednesday Evening Fly-in’s 
The Committee have decided to continue 
the practice of the past few years and have 
a programme of regular Wednesday 
evening fly-in’s at venues in the local area. 
The first one of the season will be at 
“Hawling International” and hosted by Sue 
and John Davis. If you can’t fly in then you 
will be welcome to arrive by car or any other 
form of transport! A phone call to John 
(01451 850214) would be advisable before 
departure to obtain a briefing on circuit 
procedure, etc as well as weather 
information if conditions appear marginal. 
Hopefully those members on e-mail will 
receive a reminder the day before. Last year 
only one member managed to fly in to every 
event. Can we improve on that this year? 
Future programme 
Next month we have a talk about 
elementary First Aid and Resuscitation by 
Ben King from the Gloucester Royal 
Hospital. We should all be aware of the 
simple things we can do for someone who 
has an accident on one of our airfields.  
In June/July we will have the annual 
Treasure Hunt and BBQ at Over Farm 
courtesy of Rob and Sue Keene. 
New Charts 
If you wish to continue flying legally you 
should now be purchasing both the half-mil 
and quarter-mil maps for the South of 
England.  
Half-mil Southern England and Wales 
Edition 29 published 20th March 2003 
Northern England and Northern ireland 
Edition 26 due publication 15th May 
Scotland Editon 22 due publication 12th 
June 
Quarter mil Sheet 8 England South Edition 
7 published 20th Feb 2003 
Sheet 5 Central England and Wales Editon 
6 due publication 17th April 2003 
If you wish to check at any time whether you 
have the latest chart use the CAA web site 
www.caa.co.uk/dap. 
Make your Point! 
One of our members told me an interesting 
story the other day. He had been having 
problems with his aircraft’s engine. It 

developed a misfire over a period of time, 
the water temperature was higher than 
usual and remained high even in cold 
conditions. It was then noticed that there 
was a loss of 500 rpm while flying. 
The usual problem areas were investigated: 
the carburettor was disassembled cleaned 
and put together again; the jets checked; the 
heads removed (which showed that one 
piston had just started to “pick up”); the 
plugs changed and so on. However, none of 
this cured the misfire and high 
temperatures. 
Finally, it was suggested that the points be 
checked. “Eureka!” the problem solved! The 
points were worn, way out of adjustment 
and the heel of the cam was also worn 
down. This caused the hot running and the 
misfire. At the same time as renewing the 
points a new condenser was also fitted. Now 
the engine runs smoothly and reliably once 
again. 
Many of the newer aircraft have electronic 
ignition and do not depend on points to 
create the voltage for the plugs so the 
problem has been cured by development. 
However, for those who own older 
machines, it is advisable to check the points 
and timing occasionally. It does not involve 
taking the engine to pieces and the timing 
can be checked with a dial gauge through 
the spark plug hole. Make a “point” of 
checking at least once a year. 
Dates for your Diary 
23rd April Wednesday Fly-in at Hawling 
contact John Davis 01451 850214. 
Subsequent fly-ins will be notified by e-mail. 
3rd/4th May Saturday/Sunday Microlight 
Trade Fair at Popham 
7th May Wednesday Committee Meeting at 
Catsbury 
Editorial deadline 

The deadline for items for the next 
newsletter is 14th May. Lack of contributions 
this month has resulted in a short 
newsletter. 
 

Bill Austin (Editor) 
01684 833484 
bill@austin65.freeserve.co.uk  
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