
 

AIRSCREW 

January 2018 

A happy New Year to one and all. As I am stepping down as Editor, this will be my last 

Airscrew, however, I aim to start the New Year with a bumper issue, with something for 

everyone. 2017 did not prove to be a very exciting year for flying, due in no small part to the 

revolting weather. The Club Expedition to France did however provide just over twenty hours 

of flying to those of us who went – in one week! Also with the added bonus of flying wearing 

shorts when we got south of the worst of the weather. There is a vicious rumour that Jon 

Ingram is going to be organising a similar jaunt in 2018, this time a tad further south – to 

Toulouse! I would encourage those of you who are fit and able, to give it a go. 

 

Trev the Editor 

SVMC Club Dates for your Diary . 

This month we have ….. 

 January AGM – and something special 

 February – A trip to the Jet age museum 

March – vacant 

 

 

 



 

Introducing new member – Julia Dawson 

 

 

Thanks to a gift voucher I started gliding at Nympsfield (BGGC) at the age of 50 and 

eventually got my Cross Country and 100k endorsements. While on an a French alps gliding 

holiday (as P2/PUT) celebrating my 60'th I tried flexwing with Marcus Dallegty at Gap Tallard 

and was instantly hooked - it wasn't the flying, it was being able to call in to a new airfield for 

tea and cake that clinched it! On my return I signed up with ClearProp! (now Cloudbase) at 

Redlands, Swindon with Dave Sollom. I was amazingly lucky enough to fly to Toulouse with 

Rob Keene (and back with Myron Burak) and also have had a few lessons with Dave Lord at 

the brilliant Wanafly (now defunct), France. I did a week's course there with Gary Prisk and 

later did my first solo at Tallard under Marcus' guidance.  Fortuitously, I have trained with top 

instructors all round in a spectrum of sites and conditions but my main instructor has been 

the fabulous Dave Sollom! 

 

I just passed my GFT and got my NPPL(M) at the beginning of November this year 

(2017).  I'm in a syndicate flying a Quantum 912 from Over Farm but, although I flew there 

and back from Redlands for my 2nd solo navigational exercise from Redlands, I haven't 

flown much from there yet. 

 

I'm really looking forward to getting to know this lovely area and meeting a few other 

SVMC'ers. 

   

 



 

 

January AGM 17th January 19:30 for 20:00 (Flying Shack)  

 

2018 

 January AGM – and something special 

 February – A trip to the Jet age museum Staverton 

 March – vacant 

 April – no meeting, time to fettle those aircraft 

 May – summer flying season starts 

As you may expect not a lot has happened since the Xmas party and we have in general 

been blown out by storms etc. so little or no flying that I am aware of. So it’s that time of the 
year again and the AGM as usual will be the January Meeting at the Flying Shack at 

Staverton. This is your chance to put forward ideas for the coming season, renew your 

membership and possibly join the SVMC Committee for 2018 – we currently have 2 

vacancies (Treasurer and Airscrew Editor). 

 As an incentive and to get you all to attend we will be running a free raffle 
(unclaimed prizes from Xmas raffle) 

 All members attending and paying their 2018 fees (£20 again) will get two free 
SVMC stickers for their plane (as logo above). 

 And of course we will be presenting the annual awards – Spitfire, Chairman’s and 
Host with the most. 

  
In terms of the awards only one is a clear winner as things stand. Please feel free to contact 
me and nominate a Club member who has done something exceptional in terms of flying or 
has contributed to the Club above and beyond the call of duty in the past year. Clearly I don’t 



know what all of you have been doing all year so please let me know your thoughts before 
the night. If no nominations come forward there is a very real chance that we may not award 
the Spitfire Trophy this year which will be a shame. 
 

So to remind you of the Agenda… 8 PM start 

1. Chairman’s Report  
2. Club Accounts prepared by the Treasurer (see printed version later in Newsletter)  

3. Acceptance of Accounts  

4. To approve membership fees for 2018 (already done at £20) 

5. Election of Committee  

6. Presentation of Awards  

7. Any Other Business 

Aircraft crash on Bredon Hill  8
th

 Jan 2018 at approximately 11.50 am 

A single engine light aircraft impacted some trees and crashed landed in thick hill fog near 

the highest part of Bredon Hill, killing both adult occupants. Police, Fire and rescue services 

were soon on the scene but were severely hindered by the poor visibility. One crew member 

was killed in the crash and the other died shortly afterwards. The Air Ambulance was unable 

to land due to the fog and set down some two miles from the scene. There was one walker 

nearby who reportedly heard the engine note fluctuating before the crash The land is used 

largely for arable cropping and sheep grazing with timber shelter belts and stone walls 

dividing the area. During periods of high humidity the top 250 feet will be shrouded in thick 

mist.Support from members of the Farm and Estate staff directing the rescue services to the 

scene was invaluable due to the conditions. The incident was reported on the early evening 

TV and Radio news bulletins. It was also reported that the aircraft was in radio contact with 

Gloucestershire Airport at the time and intended  to land there, some twelve miles due south 

of Bredon Hill. Later it was confirmed that it had been on a training flight from Coventry 

Airport. Bredon Hill lies East/West just south of the Vale of Evesham and rises to 981 ft (299 

metres). Public access is on private land via public footpaths and bridleways.                                                  

 

Crash site on on Bredon Hill, above Overbury 



 

I learnt a bit about flying from that -  Carb Icing by Ed Wells 
Spare a thought for the two flyers who recently lost their lives over towards Tewkesbury and 

let’s all be mindful of airframe and carb icing, plus reduced visibility if you do decide to go 

winter flying. We currently have no news on the cause of the two local fatalities but the fact 

that it happened this week sent my mind back to January 1st 1997. That was when I learnt 

about carb icing the hard way! At the time I had about 75 hours flexwing experience so 

had probably started to get a bit complacent – I was pushing my luck into a damp cold 

January winter sky heading for what was then Gary Ball’s strip at Teddington where, at that 
time, serious Club fliers went for a New Year’s Day trip. Taking off in my Mainair Flash1 with 
a 447cc Rotax in the back I gave it full chat - the climb rate was ‘sort of ok’, but maybe not 

that good. Those that have flown from Over Farm will know that the cables to the North are 

an immediate distraction if there is a problem with climb rate. And it happened to me, just 

approaching the pylons an almighty bang from the engine and I dropped a cylinder. I leveled 

out cleared the pylon cables (just) and executed a very flat 180 degree turn with the motor 

missing but starting to regain both cylinders – at least I was flying. With no idea what had 

actually happened and heart pounding like a trip hammer I did a very short descending 

downwind, base and final culminating in a decent landing. By the time I taxied back to the 

hangar the engine was again running smoothly. A few older wiser members loitering around 

the hangars said they thought they had heard a bang and explained what had probably 

happened. Flat out in damp and cold means the carb venturi and butterfly(s) can become 

iced up (It’s not only cold and damp, but I had both). At best this alters the mixture entering 
the engine, but the real pain comes when a change of throttle setting breaks the ice which 

promptly fly’s into the engine creating the feel of a mechanical breakage, at the same time 

as dousing or killing the spark – in my case on one cylinder. Lesson learnt – if its winter and 

its cold and damp I tend not to go flying. I’d rather be an old cold pilot on the floor looking up!  

It’s your call as P1 - but personally I learnt a bit about flying from that…  

 

   

 



Older and Elderly Pilots by Bill Austin 

The October issue of GASCO Flight Safety Extra contains an article titled “Elderly Pilots” by 
Nigel Everett. It is quite a long article and the title might put you off reading it. However, it is 

worth a read by all pilots as the points made in the article apply universally. Younger pilots 

will have covered much of this in their “Human Performance and Limitations” exam – older 

pilots have possibly never taken any such exam so it is worth reproducing below Nigel’s 
suggested personal check list. 

 

  

OGN-PilotAware Uplink Introduction.              July 2017.  

Over the winter of 2016-17 PilotAware joined with the OGN to enhance the OGN Network so 

that aircraft equipped with PilotAware units can see gliders equipped with FLARM or OGN 

trackers. This has been done to increase safety between powered aircraft and gliders. By 

the end of April 2017 4 existing OGN, receive only sites, had been upgraded to OGN-

PilotAware receive and transmit sites. These are at Bidford upon Avon, Shennington, 

Husbands Bosworth and Corby (Stoke). In addition, a new site was introduced at 

Wellesbourne Airfield.   



 

The trial has been very successful and now PilotAware equipped aircraft flying to the South 

and East of Birmingham are able to be alerted of gliders in their area. The following heat 

map (bottom left) shows the extent of where transmissions have been achieved over the last 

3 months. (Four experimental sites have also been installed at Popham, Thame, Guildford 

and Balerno in recent weeks but these are not yet at optimum performance).  

 

  

  

The trial has met all expectations and has received much critical acclaim from users who are 

able to see when they are under the influence of the OGN uplink. The image above right is a 

screen shot from the PilotAware RADAR available from the users iPad. This was taken over 

the trial area (Actually the village of Ettington) and shows the active stations of Bidford, 

Shennington and Wellesbourne. The banner at the top left hand corner shows that the OGN 

uplink is available and how many stations are in range. Obviously the more the better.  

 The plan is now to roll out the enhancement of other existing OGN sites and also to use the 

Powered Flying community to fill in the gaps. With a useful 30Km range each station will 

provide overlap and redundancy. Whilst the map shows the extent of aircraft detected and 

serviced from just 5 stations in the Midlands, Thame and Popham this is not enough for 

everyday use and more stations will need to be bought on line.  

Consequently, we are now seeking help from all areas to increase the reach. A new cell is 

about to be opened in Yorkshire thanks to the Military seeing the advantage of the uplink to 

let PilotAware users know about their Tucano and Tutor aircraft which are to be fitted with 

FLARM at Linton on Ouse and Topcliffe.  In a short period of time 42 other sites have been 

identified and we will be rolling out these as soon as practicable.    

The project is now looking for Money, Champions and Sites. Money, we hope that clubs, 

individuals and organisations will muster their resources and fund individual sites. Installation 

of a brand-new site should be less than £250 per site using commercially available 

antennas. An upgrade will be less than half of this. PilotAware will be providing the 

869.5MHz Radio Bridge and Antenna at cost. A site will need power, the internet it does not 

have to be fast  and so we will be looking for Champions to co-ordinate the installation of 

ground stations in geographical areas. The software has been produced to make individual 

site configuration easy.  Sites, as well as the existing OGN sites, we are exhorting powered 

flying clubs, individual users and organisations to fill in the gaps.  We are soliciting support 

from national bodies to assist in this amazing safety initiative. It can be either financial, 



technical or moral as well as the provision of champions and sites. Finally, we have we have 

just agreed the first sites covering parts of Poland and Germany.  To help  

mailto:ogn@pilotaware.com 

Old news: 

 

mailto:ogn@pilotaware.com


 

For Sale & Wanted. 
 Bill Keel Stocker would like a new email account – anyone with one that isn’t perpetually full please 

contact 01452 ??? 

 Aircraft refueling pumps available now from Graham Lindley – contact gclinley@tiscali.co.uk or 

07976-607597 for further details. 

 The revised SVMC logo is now available on a sticker for club members only. Free if you pay your 

annual membership by the end of February – other wise £2 each 

 

Club Contacts. 
 

Committee Role Contact Email Phone Number 
Airscrew Editor Trevor Jackson trevorjackson087@gmail.com 07502-417963 
Fly In Organiser Brian Finch brianbumble2@gmail.com 07775-794426 
Fly Out Organiser (1) Rees Keene rees.keene@overfarm.co.uk 07824-704272 
Fly Out Organiser (2) Andrew Bill andrewbill281@gmail.com 07968-246431 
Webmaster Bill Austin marshview@john-lewis.com 01684 833789 
Chairman Ed Wells Edwells59@gmail.com 07741-402590 
Treasurer Dave Hineson dhineson@hotmail.com 07450-865471 
General Enquiries - SVMC.Information@gmail.com - 
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