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Annual General
Meeting

The Annual General meeting will
take place on 20th January at Hart-

F TileAgenda will bes-

* The Chairman’s repornt
* The Treasurer's repoit
* Electlon of Officers

o Anir other business

doing the PR exercise for microlight-
ing.

Open Déy

This will be the February Club
meeting as usual It is also planned to
havean OpenDay the Sundayfollow-
ing the Open Night The aim 15 to
show people the hardware and with
luck and weather permitting give
thern a flight The time and location

“have yet to be decided but will be

announced at the February meeting.

Ground School

Membership Fee

There is no proposal to amend the
membership fee this year, and thus
the fee remains for the third year at
£30. This is now due so please com-
plete the enclosed form and return it
to Dennis Beale.

Open Night

There will be the usual Open
Night on Wednesday 17th February.
Therewill bea talk and a film with the
aim of showing people what micro-
lighting is all about. Please put the
wordoutand bring along anyone that
isinterested. Effectively we are trying
to recruit mew members as well as

- Following the "recruiting drive”, it
is planned to start Ground School on
Monday 22nd February. Anyone in-
terested in attending either with a
view to taking the exams or merely
brushing up on Air Law, Met & Nav,

- Technical or Human Performance

should contact Bill Austin (0242
515064). He is also looking for velun-
teers to give the various lectures.

PFA Gloster Strut

Tuesday 12th January saw the in-
augural meeting of a Gloster Strut (so
named after the Gloster Aireraft

‘Company). This is the PFA equival-

" ent of a club. Over 40 people from
throughout Gloucester attended the
meeting organised by Harry Hop-
kins. Amongst those was a strong
showing from the SVMC, in particu-
lar the MW$ builders seemed strong-
ly represented with Ken and George
Cole, Colin Davis and Brian Gilmore
much in evidence. There were also
several former members of the
SVYMC. The objectives of the strut
seem very simiiar to the SVMC but
Harry is very conscicus of trying to
avoid any conflict with our organisa-
tion and indeed is seeking our active
help. I believe we are lending him
several lecturers fo get their evenings
off the ground. Their next formal
meeeting is Tuesday 9th March at the
Aero Club at Staverton. Anyone in-
terested in attending is welcome to go
along at 7.3¢ when Harry will be
showing how he is getting along with
building his RV4. It is also planned
that there will be a practical demon-
stration of riveting - the RV4 being an
all riveted aluminium structure.
There is also a plan to have lectures
on building a Kitfox and a Mini Max
- I'll let you guess who'll be doing
these

Mini Mini Max

Noitisnota typing error and your
are not seeing double. Whilst we are
all aware of the Mini Max that is
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being built in the club, what many of
youare not aware is that there is also
a third scale model of John's aireraft
being built by Cliff Hanham. I say
John's aircraft for not not only are
they following the plans supplied by
JH but are also incorporating all his
modifications and his variations from
plans. They even discovered one or
twovariations that John was unaware

-~ oft At present the model is not that ™ ~
far behind the full size thing with the.

tailplane complete, and the wings
mostly completed. Inroads into the
fuselage have also been made. The
plan is to have the aircraft ready for
Popham where it is hoped that its full
size brother will be making its debut.
At the time of writing, the covering
has been completed and the aircraft
is being prepared for painting.

Scoop - The Moving
Picture Show

Navigation was simplified with
GPS, which was able to tell you were
you were accurately all the time, al-
beit in terms of lat and long. The next
logical step was to turn this informa-
tion into plain English. This was
done with the Skyforce Locator
which when connected to a GPS,
gave an_indication of position from
the nearest major feature ie "3nm NE
Hastings®. Your intrepid reporter
has discovered that shortly the next
step in electronic wizardry will be
available, for it is only a simple matter
to turn this position information into
map form. It is understood that with-
inthe next six weeks Skyforce (a Brit-
ish company) will be launching a
moving map system which will fea-
ture 12 scales, from complete coas-
tline downwards. The Recom-
mended Retail Price will be approxi-
‘mately £1299 but is expected to retail
nearer the £1000 mark for the com-
plete unit which has a built in GPS to
drive it. The moving map display it-
self will also be marketed for connec-
tion to a suitable GPS at approxi-
mately haif this price. Information
will not ke appearing in the press for
several wesks so this is a scoop for
Airscrew! - Remember, you read 1t
here first!

Joyce and Geoff’s
‘irgin Wedding

News has filtered through to the
editorial that Geoff and Joyce are to
formally tie the knot on Sth February
inthe USA - why the USA? What's
wrongwith England or Gretna Green
you may ask? Well youcan't guaran-
tee the snow in the UK, for that is the
seccnd purpose of the holiday -

- skiing. On behalf of the Cluly, may I

wish the couple all the best for the
Hang on a minute, [ hearyousay -
Where does the Virgin wedding bit fit.
in ? - Well apparently Virgin Airways
are organising the tripand at the time
of writing, Joyce and Geoff are wait-
ing for British Airways to make them
a better offer! (Flight home on Con-
corde like some other ex Virgin pas-
sengers?) R

A Microlight Autopsy

* By Malcolm Cox

_ I suppose it had to happen event-

ually - my love of flying showed its - -

head again about six years ago, at the
Farnborough Air Show. There I was
expecting to see billion dollar aircraft
when this fling [parachute machine
appears, costing thousands. At the
time it seemed the poor man's answer
(and mine) to the skies, but it was
another year befcre this flying ma-
chine idea was brought to life. Bya
chance encounter, I came across a
'powerchute’ leaflet at an office at
work which prompted me to enquire
further from its manufacturers near
Hereford.

A couple of weeks later I was to-

find myself strapped into a contrap-
tion that consisted of a simple metal
framed machine with three small
wheels - none steerable - a S03Rotax
as motive power and a large ram air
parachute canopy laid out on the grass
behind for Lift. :

The pilot increased engine power, -

filling the canopy with air. Scon we
gained speed and the canopy rose
overhead. At zbout 20 moh. {air
speed) we left the ground. Asitwasa
bright, very still September day, I was
experiencing this kind of flying at its

best. The trial flight, which was only
expected to last about twenty
minutes, eventually went to about
twohoure. This carme about because
a reporter from the Times arrived
wanting an article and some photos
of the aircraft in flight. Not wanting

to miss a chance of an extended

flight, I offered myself as ballast. 1

have never flown so low or so slowly

.. for so long as during the ensuing

flights - and I even appeared in the
Sunday Times to boot!

This would have been my first
form of flying had it not been for
Don Lawat M4. Therel had aflight
in my first flexwing aircraft - Wow!
thisisfor me. Where doIsign? How
muchii.....I'll let you know.

. After much debate and thought,
I purchased my first microlight, a
Plash 24 503 single carb G-MBVN
once owned by James Cairns-Terry
of SVMC. This aircraft did all cne
could have wanted from such a
small, basic design. With this air-

_craft Don showed me that my hori-

zons need not only go as far as the
gkyline. Having flown Bravo No-
vember to France a few times and
experienced the physical demands
of flexwing flying and possibly a
three axis bias from my early gliding
days, I decided to consider the op-
tion of taking up three axis micro-
lights. My budget was a limiting fac-
tor, leaving only second-hand or
cheap kit options. I alscrequireda
full enclosure and associated crea-
ture comforts with long endurance.
Allinall, quite a lot to ask within my
limited budpget.

After much searching (having de-
cided against a kit) nothing much

_was for the coming. During this

period I was taking flying lessons in
a super Falke motor glider at the
gliding club I fly from. Buying a
motor glider had not occurred tome
before but it certainly could fulfil all
or most of my requirements if oper-
ated within a gliding club environ-
mentwith C of A inspectors at hand
and proper hangerage etc. So with
the consent of the gliding club com-
mittes, the hunt was on for a motor

glider. ’

Through the RAF GSA and
BGA, I found cut about a forthcom- -
ing sale of MOD Ventures (ex ATC
motor gliders). - On. receiving the
tender forms from London and the



SEVERN VALLEY MICROLIGHT CLUB

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 1993 (ANNUAL RENEWAL FEE: £30)
(NEW MEMBERSHIP JOINING . FEE INCLUSIVE OF GROUND SCHOOL £55)

Name:. ... . e, Tel:(Home) . ... ... ... ..
Address: ...................... (Work) ..,
............................. Occupation .....................

..............................

Do you require Ground School Training? YES/NO

Do you own a Microlight? ............. YES/NO
Model: ... ... e, Engine Type: ..........
Wing: ........... @ e e e e e e e e Reg. No: ...............

DETAILS OF FLYING EXPERIENCE

Do you have a licence? ........... YES/NO

Do you have an R/T licence?...... YES/NO

Do you have insurance? ........... YES/NO* ‘

Are you a member of the BMAA? YES/NO BMAAR NO............
Total hours — Microlights ......... Hours last year. ..........
Other flying experience ........ e e e e e e e e e e e et
Do you have a flying field ....... YES/NQ

Signed: . ... e e e e e e Date: ..... ... . . .. ...

For SVMC use:
Name:.......c.nnvinonnn. e e e SVMC No.
Ground School Training ........... Signed & Date .............

Please return to: Dennis DBeale
: SVMC Treasurer
The Cottage,
Hartlands Hill,
Minsterworth, Glos. Tel. 0452.750424

- 1 --members . flying to or from the Club airfield  at.- ..~
Woolstone are required to carry third party insurance.







sites where the lots could be viewed, I
spent the next month travelling the
length and breadth of England (and
one trip to Scotland) inspecting air-
craft. From the information gathered,
I made upa shortlist of aireraft and put
in tenders in order of preference.
Some while later I received notifica-
tion of my tender application and at
about the same time, that O/C flying at
the base I was to fly this motor glider
from had overruled the gliding club's
previous desire for another motor

glider within the club.

Back to square one, I recalled
seeing a little Goldwing aircraft that
hadinterested me at the Long Marston
Fly-in the previous year. The Gold-
wing is a single seat, type accepted
microlight with a canade wing, pusher
propelled and of epoxy glass compo-
site construction. I now went about

finding out more about these ma-

chines. I managed to obtain a list of
allthe Goldwing owners in the country
from the BMAA. The Euqt was now
on to find out more about these ma-
chines Without exception all owners
and ex-owners thought highly of the
machine and its capabilities. During
the search for information on the ma-
chine's attributes, I found one owner
who was looking for a two seater and
thus his aircraft might be up for sale.

Geoff Rollin send me down some
lovely in-flight and static photos of his
Goldwing, which really impressed me.
A meeting was arranged and I went up
to Hull to view the aircraft with Brian
Waite, BMAA inspector from M4
Microlights. When we arrived, the air-
craft was having a newly re-built en-
gine, from Malcolm Saunders of Beta
Hovercraft, runin.....nearly £900 worth
of re- build}

After examination and a further
meetingatthe PFA rally at Wroughton
with Geoff, a deal was struck Over the
next six months the aircraft was given
a going over whilst in my garage - new
instruments; removal of existing in-
sfruments which were dispatched for
calibration; GPS  and locator fitted,
and one hundred and one other little

things sorted. Because the weather
was not conducive to microlight flying
during this period, the aircraft trailer
was revamped and renovated as well,

-With permission granted by CFI
ghiding club to fly my aircraft from the
nice long, smooth tarmac runway, I
waited for the weather to clear. When

the day arrived, the aircraft was

trailered down to the airfield and
rigged. Pre-flight checks ete. were

" carried. out - half an hour of taxing'

trials followed in which I experienced
the reactions of the controls, etc. En-
gine slow running was causing a prob-
lem and some concern to me so I want
back to the hangar and full power
checks were carried out and plugs
dropped for fuel check This was
found to be OK. Further engine
checks revealed that full power, egts
and rpm. were satisfactorily main-

tained for the duration of the engine .

run. It was decided to go for a first
solo despite the earlier engine doubts.

The previous owner had carried out’

engine running-in and test flight satis-
factorily with no reported problems
and I had no reason to doubt the en-
gine's integrity under flight power set-
tings.

I taxied upito our main runway and
cleared the flight with the CFI. The

winchingof gliders was delayed formy -

departure; I lined up, full power, 6900
rpm., egt's OK - all systems go -
brakes off and away we po. Rotate at
forty knots and in a flash [ am on my
way up!

At 400 ft. with threshold of runway
passing below, the engine rpm. drops.
Fuel cock checked on -yes; egt's OK;
throttle back a little and power picks
up a little but not enough to maintain
height. I reach back as a last resort
and apply a little choke, which. gives
me full power for as while. Turning
down wind and remembering this air-

craft rolls rapidly, having a combined -

spoileron\ aeileron on each wing, I
take it gently. Having only flown from
the ground, so to speak, I didn't want
to over control the aireraft. I see now
that a glider is being winched up off

the runway and decide to go down -
wind to allow the runway to clear and
come in on long finals on the main

rumway. Down wind of 1 irfeld |

start to turn back for a straight in ap-
proach when - silence!

All around were huge fields - mud
and water-logged but there were two
possible pasture fields within range. I
picked a long pasture info wind with a

* further field behind 2 hedge and

country road. I have explanations and
many reasons to justify my actions for -
what happened next but nonewill deny
the fact that I misjudged my approach,
overshot my landing area, and ended
up putting my now broken dream
through a hedge.

. A testament of the aircraft's
strenpth was shown by a substantial six
foot hedge and barbed wire fence
taken out to ground leve] with only a
scratch on one knuckle to myself. The
aircraft is now awaiting the extent of
damage to be fully revealed but on
inspection by myself and Brian Waite
a couple of weeks after the smack, the
damage doésn’tappear anywhere near
as bad as first feared. It is likely that a
gliding repair maintenance centre who
have the necessary experience and
equipment to carry out a competent
repair will be tasked with its rebuild. I
will keep you posted - but after only
those short moments in the air, I was
shown she was truly a lady of flight!

P.S.

The damage has now been assessed
by Malcolm McBride, BMAA inspec-
tor and Dick Sirattan, BGA's senior
technical man. Alfter close inspection,
the aircraft was found to be remark-
ably sound. It will now be repaired by
an RAF Chief Technician who is well
versed in composite plider repairs,
with preparation work etc. being
undertaken by myself. The engine
fault will be traced and rectified during
re-build.

Ed. Note: Thanks for such an hon-
est and graphic account Maleolm, and
we all wish you many happy flying
hours in the Goldwing in future.
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Annual General Meeting

Held at Hartpury College,
Gloucester

20th January 1993

Chairman’s Report

As I write this, our airfield at Wool-
stone remairs closed as do most of our
own flying fieids in this area. It has
been a particularly frustrating flying
year desciteap promising start until the
heavens: opened in July and then kept
up a continuous deluge, so it seems,
until now. However, undaunted, our
members took to the air whenever a
slot appeared and had another record
year of achievernents.

‘Training - J-Flight

Bilt Austin gathered his ten recruits
to start Ground School in February
and after thirteen weeks of tuition
from his stunning team of lecturers,
turned out an average pass mark of
88% - an exceilent result. Before the
end of the year three students had
their licences with a fourth awaiting
his GFT. Altogether an excellent
achievementin a poor flying year.

Ground School provides an ideal op-
portunity for new members to famil-
iarise themseives with all the subjects
required to gain a licence whether or
not they intend flying microlights.

Bill disappeared to Florida last
autumn for a helicopter training
course and reappeared in December
with no less than 40 hours logged in a
Robinson R22 - a brave and talented
man!

The following received their "wings’

at our December social evening:-
Dennis Beale, Jokn Caful,

-
ridlils

.
LaiTwiil

Cale, Bruce Drake, Brian Gilmore

and David Steade - Congratulanons to

youall

The Ground School is scu-ﬁnancmg
and aims to make a small profit for
Club funds. Out thanks to Don Law
for examining our students and the
VMCCatStaverton forthe use of their
clubroom for training.

Once again this year, Staverton Fly-
ing School is running a Radic Course
fora groupof our members and we are
most grateful to Jenny Lyons and

teve Hender.

Ciub Finances

As you will see, the Club's finances
remain in good shape, largely thanks
to the tight control of cur Treasurer,
Dennis Beale. It was Dennis’s idea to
hold a raffle at our monthly meetings
which has in turn raised enough
money to fund out Christmas sociai

evening. It is not considered necess-
ary to raise subscriptions in 1993

We are all very pleased that Dennis
has almoest fully recovered from his
horrific road accident last summer
and is now back in the air again.

Yenue

Thanks to 2 surprising chain of
events early last summer, the SVMC
moved o Hm-r..uy \.U.L,sv and oow
enjoy very different surroundings
fromSt. Paul's Social Club in Glouces-
ter for cur monthly meetings. This
came about after the Principal, Mal-
colm Wharton, was "entertained’ by
John Hamer at the College Open Day
and then cffered the College facilities
to the Club for our monthly meetings.
SoHopefully ournomadic wanderings
over the last couple of years have
ceased.

1992 Club Mestings

" A full programme of monthly meet-
ings has a healthy mix of both visiting
and home clayers, starting in February
as usual with our aow familiar Open
Evening bosted by JH. Followed by:-

MARCH - The Pepgasus Story - by
John Fack

APRIL - Building my Rans Coyote -
by Geoff Hoult

MAY -Rotaxengines- by Ron Bates

“I



JUNE - Gliding - by Robbie Robert-
son

JULY - A Trip to Portugal - by Don
Low

AUGUST - Dawn to Dusk (Pied

Piper Appeal) - by Chris Wales
QEPTEMBER ‘Round Britain 1992
- by Robbie Keene

OCTOBER - Round Brizain 1988 (A
look back) - by John Hamer

NOVEMBER - Propellers - by
Adrien Llovd

DECEMBER - Christmas Social
Evening

A varied and enjovable programrme.
Sccial Events

Due tc lack of demand ::..u'elv social
gatherings or funchons were limited to
the experimental C'nristmas event in
December. Respomse was encoura-
ging and the evening was a success.
The buffet provided by the College
catering staff was excellent and the
whole evening was paid for our of the
proceeds from the monthiy raffles.
Perhaps an event to repeat next year?

Airscrew

'T‘L\_x P}ul« Ivvwsu v\cﬁ cc darq“l#’nk‘f o

monthly newsxetterwﬁhout which
members would feel very il informed
and umvaz‘ted. Thanks to Amie'sand
John's hard work they keep us all in
touch with each other. As editer,
Annie needs a constant supply of ma-
terial to publish ard she always ap-
preciates members sontributions,

Membership

Each year the Committes estimate,
for budgeth ng reascns, the number of

members and this year we came very
close to the firal membership of 65.
Of ithese socme 44 either own or share
an aircraft which leaves about one
third as ‘pon-flying’ members. The
SVMChasan sxcelient reputation for
sharing their flying with other Club
members as well as with complete
strangers. Welike to encourages 'non-
flying" membership as this provides an
excellent opportumity to a. learn about

fiying and b. have the chance of the
occasional trip in @ member’s aircraft
while c. enjoying the other advantages
of Club membership.

Club Safety

Vic Booth has kept a good watching
brief over usall by reminding us when
the occasions arise that SAFETY with
aircraft is all important. Despite there
being no sericus accidents this vear,
there have been some close shaves,
Each one of us will have had moments
we would not wish to repeat; so we
must learn from them and reduce the
risk to ourselves and others still fur-
ther.

Home Builders

There is quite a hive of aircraft con-
struction going on our there. Several
shining examples have been rolled out
and flown during the last few years - an
MWé, Kit Fox and 2 Rans Coyote - to
mention just three. At themoment the
choice seems to be Mike Wittaker's
MWS$ with as many as six under con-
struction. John Hamer’s Minimeax has
now been clothed in shimme
cren and is fast nearing completion.

Woolstone

Currently water-logged and hanger-
less - but nevertheless, still there as the
Club's airfield, now with full planning
permission for microlights, thanks
largely to Graham Arthur for nego-
tiating for us. The hangars sadly had
to be dismantled as their planning ap-
plication was turned down, however,
there is to be an informal hearing as a
final effort to retrieve the situation.

1e feld, once servicable agzin after
this weather, wili continue to be open
for Club use and visiting pilots with
PPR.

Ftying Competitions

Duetoweather factors, Club compe-
titions were reduced to fwo treasure

ring da-

hunts, one orgazsed by John Hamer,
the cther by Ro-ie Keene. Setting up
one of these everrs is very time con-
suming and we zre very grateful to all
those who assisted to make both
events such fuz  On the National
scene, the SVMCaesexceedingly well
represenied by Hugh and Liz Bethune
who came thiré = the Round Britain
Rally. Sadly tzev 2ave now moved to
the Isle of Man 2= we miss them.
Chris Weles eriered the Dawn to
Dusk compeht:c: again, thistime per-
suading his wife Annette to crew for -
him. In late August they flew from

" Gloucester to Hamelin in Germany

between dawn a= dusk to raise funds
for the Pied Piper zopeal for the Glou-
cester Childrez's Hospital and the
final figure raisec was over £1700 - 2
superb effort.

Fiy-ins and Cuis

Surprisingly, Ssspite the weather,
there were many - to mention a few:-

Anexcellent *See the Hardware" day
in February

" A soggy trip tc Fizmere for some.

Popham - a biustery Saturday and
sunny Sunday.

Milsom and Hardwick
late for lunck!

Hartpury Cotleg= O pen Dey - static
and flying demcnsrrations.

RAF Lyneham - Don Law's invasion
succeeds.

Redlands to Permepal - Don Law's
invasion fails

Redlands to Frz=t2 - Don Law ar-
rested and told to stay in UK!

Bob Hinds missesd his fly-in!

Vintage Long Massion

Redlands celezratory (planning
CK) Bar-B-Q.

e - Norman

Not forgetting the vigeest 'Fly-in’ of
all at Telford 2=2 *=e BMAA Trade
Fair/AGM where pcssible merper
with the PFA was eZactively "sat on’ by
the independer: —embership of the

BMAA.

Finally

Perhaps I shall ~=member 1992 for
the general introcuction into the light
aviation wocabuiarT of the three let-



ters, GPS. If, like me, you didn't get
ons in wour «w.%i'.w‘ st {h
never mind as fee] using one must be
like getting an answer before you've
read the question - boring}

My thankstothe Commiites for their
support, in particular our Seereta ary
whose knowledge and experience in
all things asronautical is of great value
to us all

Labiiinm,

Andrew John
Chairman SVMC

So - You Want to be a
Pilot!

By BIli Austin,
@ Training Gfficer,

For many people, piloting an aircraft
is somethmg they have always wantad
to do but which has remained an im-
possible dream - or just the thought
that, perhaps for them, one day "Jim'll
FixIg®

Substitute SYMC for Jim and there
is a distinct possibility that the dream
could become reality in a microlight
aireraft. How is this possible?

The Club has some 65 members of
which 40 own aircraft so there is more
than'a good chance that you will be
able to experience first hand the thrill
of flightina microlight. If you want to
go further and actually become a
ficensed pilct then you will need to
pass four multi-choice type examsand
a practical flying test. Evenif youdo
nof want to be a pilot, knowledge of
the theory of the written exams will
increase your enjoyment in the air.

The Club runs its own "evening
Classes” for members over a pericd of
twelve weeks commencing 22nd Fe-
bruary to prepare you for and enable
you to take the written exams for the
basic price of £25. However, you wiil
need to budget in addition for the cost
of exams, book, maps protractor, etc.
in addition - probably atour £50 will
cover this. As apackage this is highiy
competitive when compared with the

charges made by many training
schools. Those not intending taking
the exams nesd only budget for the
extra cost of the basic text book. The
written exams remain valid for twelve
months, soyoushouldaim to take your
practical flying test within this period
if possible, otherwise you will have to
resit them.

The practical training is carried out
at a school of your choice - and there’s
plenty of cheice within easy reach of
Cheltenham and Gloucester. The
cost of dual instruction is in the region
of £60 per hour, depending on the
school and this cost is reduced once
youare competent to fly solo, ie. with-
out the instructor in the au‘craft acting
as ballast! It is impossible to state
categorically how long the practical
training will take since it is all down to
you as an individual. The CAA mini-
ma are fifteen hours for a restricted
licence and twenty-five hours for a full
licence but most people require more
than this. You must also be very pa-
tient because the weather is not always
suitable for microlights and you may
spend several hours waiting at your
training school for it to improve.

The Club welcomes anyone to join.
You do not have to ke a pilct or trai-

-~ > s .

iy {OD-T L Fing u&vu;’avt S are alwes $1

needed tc help with duties on the
ground and this support is often ac-
knowledged by offers of a "ride in the
back seat” at some time. -

So - iwhy not iry something new for
1993 and come and fly with us?

Flights to Remember

By John Morris

Following John Hamer's account of
a trip in the cockpit of a 747- 400, |
thought members might like to know
that this privilege is availabie to others,
ifyou knowtoask ItraveltcScotland
and Ireland three or four timesa year
and assoonas I get onn board I ask the
flight attendant to ask the Captain if

might travel on the jump seat - [ am
rarely refused. (On one ocecasion
though, I'wastold "We've got an engin-
eertheretonight.” - I wonder what that
was about!)

It seems to help ifyousayyouarea
microlighter since firstly they are
pleased to show off their professxopal-
ism to another flyer and secondly it
gives them confidence that will not be
alarmed by weather conditions or any-
thing else that might happen - things
don't always go as smoothly as you

" might think, sitting in the cabin.

I@I've never met any airline crew
who have actually flown microlightsal-
though I travelled with one who had to
break off his approach to Birmingham
to AVOID a microlight two years ago!
{(He was very nice about it.)

My favourite trips were a few years
ago when [ did several flights Ply-
mouth-Exeter-Gatwick and return in
the right-hand seat of a Twin Otter
That was a single pilot operation then
- I felt I'was flying the aircraft. Onone

trip the aircraft commander was an ex

FAA - he demonstrated a Phantom
carrier landing profile - unkeknown to
anyone else. On another we were fol-
lowing a 747 in - we broke off our
approach and did a circle to ailow the
turbulence to settle but the last 1000 ft.
or so was still a bit wild}

I've been in and out of Glasgow in
minimum visibility conditions - it’s fas-
cinating to watch. I've been subject
to 1 very heavy landing by a very new
first officer and I've seen a super land-
ing in a strong crosswind at Birming-
ham when the ILS was out of crder. 1
think you'd be surprised how much
stick-stirring is needed to level even a
big airliner in such conditicns. I've
beenat 30,000 ft. on a night when there
wasn'tacloud in the sky over the whole
of England. The view was fabulcus -
youcan tell Milton Keynes by the pai-
tern of the street lighting and the
Tower of London floodlit, viewed from
above, is spectacular!

The thing about domestic flights is
that all the action is packed into about
an hour but there is usually time fo
some flying talk. I was on the British



Midland 737-400 that crashed at Keg-
worth, about five weeks before the ac-
cident. In view of what happened, that
particular “flying talk’ has been of sig-
nificant interest. On my latest trip
from Glasgow on a 737-200, I was told
the Captain of the BM aircraft broke
his back in the accident only because
he didn't have his harness on properly
- let that be a lesson to us all.

So next time you have a chance - just
ask and have a great experience - but
oot if I'm on the same Hight!

Ed. Note: Thanks John Anyone
else had similar experience? If so,
please let us know.

Hovering Across the Pond

By Bill Austin

Some unknown disease struck our
family in 1992 resulting in a combina-
tion of travels around the world which
ended upwithan Austin in each of five
continents at some time of the year.
All of uswere involved with flying but
only I took the controls and ventured
inic the mysterious world of helicep-
ters. The rest of the family had to be
content with being passengers on
commerctal airlines - poor them!

[ have long been fascinated by heli-
copters and the problem was only
made worse many years ago by a thres
minute pleasure flight over the sea at
Folkestone. | was persuaded by Bar-
bara to make enquiries about training
after she returned from China (Did
she iust want me out of the house - or
was she trying to finance her next trip
from my life insurance policy?!!)

[ wrote to fourteen training schools
in the USA and phoned three schools
in the UKL The decision to go to the
USA was purely on the grounds that
the training there would be cheaper -
just one haif the price of the same
basic forty hour course in UK. After
locking at ail the information, I chose
aschool at Naples on the Gulf of Mex-
ico in South West Florida.

Ileft UK on 13th October bound for
the sunandsand. Yes, it wasdifferent
- and quite a shock - to emerge from
the airport at Fort Myers at 10.30 pm
to be met with a temperature in the
80's and humidity of 87%! For the first
four weeks, daytime temperatures
stayed in the low 80’s while at night it
dropped toa @chilly’ 72 or more. The

'uniform’ for seven whole weeks was

" T-shirt and shorts from breakfast to

bedtime- Did | hear that Novemberin
Gloucestershire was the wettest in
twenty years?

Iwwasin the USA for eight weeks and
in that time accumnulated 46.2 hours in
my logbook, all in a Robinson R22B
averaging almost an hour’s flying
EVERY day. The longest flight was
8.5 hours and the shortest, 1 hour.
Perhaps the most enjoyable was flying
VFR at night - yes, that's right, at
night. The licence requires three
hours of VFR night flying.

Flying is almost a way of life in USA.
At Naples airport there was provision
for some 400 private aircraft to be han-
gared or tied.down in the open in
properly frarked out spaces. Sharing
the facilities were large, corporate jets

together with the passenger terminal .

for internal flights toc other paris of
USA. nolanding fees werecharged at
any airport or airstrip other than the
large international airports. The land-
scape was peppered with "small’ strips
- usually at least 2500 ft. in length and
often fully lit at night. In this part of
the USA you always seem to be flying
overwater {and alligators!) and at 500
ft. there are very few choices of land-
ing pllaces if the engine fails.

I could write at length about my
training; the differences in R/T proce-
dures and how surprisingly low-tech
the USA is in some respects, but as I
have been 'volunteered’ fora talk ata
future Club meeting - you will have to
wait until then.

Another RANS

By John Davee

(Grey Squadron)?

Peter Lewisand] gave upflying many
years ago when the Cleeve Flying
Group, of which we were founder
members, ran intc financial difficulties
and our Auster G-AGTO had to go.
For my part I had been flying since
National Service days (1945-48) and it
was time to take up a sport that my
young family could enjoy so I built a
sailing boat and that was that.

Some twenty-fiveyearsiater a chance
meetingwith Vic Booth re- kindled the
interest - just a little - (Vic and I had
previously flown togetherin the Auster
from Staverton). With the friendly at-
mosphere at Woolstone, 1 became a
regular visitor on my bike and i was
not long before Vic's kind offer of a
flight in the MW6 was accepted - with
justalittle apprehension. WhenGeoff
Hoult arrived with the Rans and aiso
took me for a flight, I was hooked!
Peter was sirmilarly affected after a
flight with Geoff and we decided {o
take on a Rans as a joint venture.

Since delivery of the kit, progress has
beena little slow, due to Peter deciding
to complete his new workshop and to
fit some DIY double glazing in the
house - no sense of priorities! How-
ever, some activity has taken place on
the project. Firstly the parts check (23
pages with some 570 labelled items)
took ages. As the manual is very com-
prehensive with break-down drawings,
parts lists and assembly instructions
for each of forty sub-assemblies, we
decided to make up kits of parts for
each sub- assembly. The nuts, bolts
and smailer items called up were col-
lected into freezer bags and tied to the
appropriate larger parts sc that we
now have everything in forty selected
kits instead of hawving to search for
parts scattered around in crates and
cardboard boxes.

Assembly work has started with
wheels, brakes, nose gear and main



gear almost complete. Peter is-the
workshop foreman ard iz applying
slandards appropnate 1o gyros and
accelerometers with which he is more
familiar and whick shouid therefore
ensure a ‘proper job'.

I renewed my licence by taking a late
autumn caravan holiday/flying course
at Haverfordwest. I found the Haver-
fordwest School of Fiying to be an
excellent, friendlv organisation and
very much enjoyed my flying in that
lovely part of the country.

Sowe are looking forward to getting
airborne again some time in the sum-
mer and will keep you posted with
progress reports in Alrscrew.

Ed. Note: Thanks John and I look
forward to your next progress report.

~

Letter from M4
Microlights

Dear Al

Do you want the good news or the
bad news?

® Good News:

Good old {or shouid it be very old)
Lew has trimmed the two tress at the
end of rumway 17/35. On contacting
Age Concern, it appears it is quite
normal for our older generation to be
forgetful and it may be of no surprise
therefore to you to iearn that Lew
forgot the meaning of "trim’. The Ox-
ford English dicticrary defines trim
as 'to clip or pare.” " Lew thought it
meant cut the bloecy things down to
three feet above the :Whnd’ Sll, it's
done now and life must go on. To be
fair, when the misunderstanding was
pointed out he felt awfui and immedi-
ately went cut and bought a packet of
willow treeseeds - and planted two of
them The fact thatifwail take twenty
years before they are anything resem-
bling their predecessors is some thing
we will all have to bear - that's even if
they manpage to germinate as the only

pack he could find had a plant-by date
of 1968

" @ More Good News:

Duetothevastamount of willow logs
which appeared at the and of the run-
way (one being four feet in diameter
and tweive feet long!) there will be no
cut-backs in fuel rations for the wood-
burning stove. For anyone wishing to
fty 1n shorts during February, March
or April, this should be a godsend.

¢ Even More Good News:

The lighter evenings are now draw-
ingoutand i is time to plan next year's
fiving. It is difficult to know what
peoplewouldliketodoand if you have
any ideas, then pleaselet me know and
I will try to accommodate them - or if
you would like to organise an event,
just let me know and [ will help in any
way [ can.

Feb 13th - Sccial event "Hack the
willow"” - Chain saws needed, Red-
lands 15.00

March TriptoCaernarvonvia Snow-
don {mid-week)

March 29 Summertime beat-up - de-
part Redlands 18.30

April 11tk Redlands Daffodil Fly-in
and BBQ (Assistance requirad)

April 18th Flying Treasure Humnt -

start Redlands 11.00

May 1-2 Fly in to Popham trade fair

May 20-23 France trip via Euro Dis-
ney toAlex and Silvy school at Viabon

June 12 Round Britain Rally (Pas-
senger Needed)

TBA Lyneham Fly-in

Oct 23-24 End of summer fly-out to
Lands End with overnight stop.

& Bad News:

The setting up of the hangarage by
standing order was a disaster as I gave
you ‘an incorrect account number and
subsequently it gave my bank grief
trying to sort it all out. What a shame,
dol hearyousay?? Yes, mycomputer
got it wrong (Ed. comment ) My ac-
count no. is 06308376and after a
severe reprimand and a written warn-
ing, my computer has promised never

to mane iny mort mistaks agian. You.

have to trust these machines but I'm
sure if it was left to humans, these

somewhere had ka

ridiculous mistakes would never hap-
pen. I apologise profoundly on behalf
of my computer aré if you would be
50 kind as to send the note atf the foot
of this page to your tank, it may stop
my bank writing to me all the time we
all live in hope!). Those of you who
completed the staudlzg order forms,

your initial payment has found its way

~ into my account with the help of a

kind lady at the bank and there is no
reason to worry that a computer
d it for lunch

More Bad News:

The daffodils arcund the airfield are
well on their way to flowering and I
would like to dismiss the theory that
Malecolm Cox, having nothinp better
to do with his time, kas been practis-
ing with his GPS by plotting their po-
sitions so that he can check if anyone
runs them over, thus taking the credit
for being able to give the alleged pilot
sorne verbal backed byewidence. The
truth is quite simple - running over,
blowing over, stepping cn or picking
the daffedils will bring the most em-
barrassing bollocking from me that
anvone has ever had - you have been
warned!!

Safe Flying.
DonLaw

Tothe Manager

HFeb/93
Accountname. oo
Account number... e

Further to my standing order in fa-
vour of D. Law No 2 account Nat.
West. Bank, Commercial Road,
Swindon, Wilts, SN1 SNU Sort Code
60-21-40 Account No. 06308372, we
have been informec that the account
number should read 96308376,
Would you please adjust this accord-
ingly. All other '-fﬂ'ﬂ“‘lon is cor-
rect.

Signed
Address: . s

Please complete a=
own bank.

< send to your



[NFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote respon31b1e microlight flying. Currenﬂy
the membership is nearly 70 strong with the majority living and working in and around the Cheltenhem and
Gloucester area. Over half the membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the varicus training

schools in the area, their cwn fields or from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of

Bishops Clesve off the Evesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

A monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.
A monthly meeting at Hartpury College Hartpury, Glos on the third W’ednesday in the month with

a speaker on a microlight or other aviation related subject.

Many organised Fly-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, mcludmg barbecues, dances ete.

Adircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstone.

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the

PPL{A) Group D exams.
R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA).

Advics con all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

Committee Members:

@ Chairman-Andrew John
Home038689.22¢
Work 038689.217

@ Secretary John Hamer
Home045270.314
Work 0242.533628

@ Treasurer - Dennis Beale
Home 0452750474
Work 0272.543217

® Safety Officer - ¥ic Booth
Home/Work 0242 583338

® Training Officer - Bill Austin
Home/Work 0242 515064

e WoolstoneAirf ield Controller - Graham Arthur
Home 0242522754

@ Airscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales
Home 045276.341

@ Special Functions Organiser - John Morris
Horme 0452730406
Work 0242221311

@ Fly-in Organiser - Tom Thomson
Home 0432 390759

Cther Useful Peopie

@ Inspectors
Dave Read 053181.245/0242.673361
John Hamer 045270.314/0242.533628

@ Check Pilots
John Hamer 045270.314
Adrian Lloyd 0885.82504
Don Law 0793.740854/0793.790052

Club members use the following flying schools:-
\\ -
Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon 0789.299229

Air Play. Madley Airfield, Hereford 0931.251242

Avon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
0783.204010

Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chlppmg Norten
0608.678741

M4 Microlights, South Wanborough, Swindon
0793.790052

Sabre Airsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056381.8168

Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
0666.504032

-
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= Severn!

Gordon Gould

7 The Spinney
Hillcourt Road
Cheltenham
GL52 33X

News Views & Crewroom Gossip

Despite all the recent bad weather,
Dave Garrett has now passed his
wings and becomes the first SVMC
mernber to gain hiswingsin1993. Con-
gratulations Dave - we look forward to
seeing you around the district. In-
cidentally Dave will be presented with
his wings at the next "Passing Out®
parade scheduled for next Christmas -
sorry about the wait Dave.

Dave also represented ancther first -
for he was Don Law's first GFT pass
now that he has become a fully fledged

examiner - so congratulations Don.

Monthly Meetings

For the past four years the Secretary
has been arranging a monthly speaker
for our club meetings. The concept of
a monthly speaker was given over-
whelming approval at the AGM so
onee again our Secretary has been ar-
ranging a programme for 1993, but
there are still some vacant dates so if
you have any ideas please let him
know. The talks for the nexi three
months are as follows:-

@  March
A trip to France - Don Law

e April
The AX3 - Bill Sherlock

@ May
Learning to fly a helicopter -
Bill Austin

M4 News

Let the phone ring for sometime if
youphoneRedlands for PPR, because
kids have stolen the payphone and the
only phone is now in the office which
takes some time to answer if Don is
outside, that is if he hears it. The good
news is that the kids stole all the stock
of old 10ps so the coffee and tea are
now free! :

With the history of frustration due to
bad weather and lack of flying at M4
microlights, a new ride on moswer has
been acquired so that students can
usefully relieve their frustrations on
non flying days. Races are to be or-
ganised but participants should note
that the fastest mowwer (the white one)
has the most uncomfortable seat guar-
anteed to feel every bump!

Don advises that people thought he
was joking about not running over his
daffodils - see last month’s newsletter.
He is nof! To prove the point he has
acquired a rofler with the optional
extra of a harness capable of fitting
anyonewho bashes his daffs. The pun-
ishment for the crime will be two

lengths of the runway - human
powered!

Open day - Over

The open day at Over was a great
suceess with a consideracie number of
people coming to see the hardware
and asking many searching questions.
The only flaw in the proceedings was
the weather, the wind in particular
kept the aircraft on the ground, there-
by depriving many of their first flight
in a microlight. The first Saturday in
March put things right with many of
the new recruits getting airborne
courtesy of AndrewJohnandJim Tay-
lor.

Jump Seat Pilot

By Don Law

After last month’s Airscrew and pre-
viousreports of 'jump’ seat rides in our
larger cousins, I acquired a jump’ in a
767.

On returning from Paris recently I
asked the stewardess if I could ride
upfront. This was greeted with * I'll
have to ask the boss”. Five minutes
later I found myself sitting between the



Csptin snd the First Officer depart-
ing from Paris inbound for London,
Heathrow - a flight of 40 minutes. The
introduction established I was a
microlight pilot, upon which the Cap-
tain responded with "You must be
mead flying a microlight®. The copilot
then chipped in with "Why -1 fly one”.
The Captainthen retorted "*****, you
never said told me. I'll do the landings
fromnow ond®

Therewasthensilence as some Fran-
glais followed on the radio, then the
Captain said * If it all goes wrong the
door is behind you and this is the blow
out window and you're last to leavel”
Fine, whowas I to argue? I thought.

They didn't have much time to dis-
cuss what was going on but over the
Channelwestarted to descend and the
only thing I could understand from the
instrumentswas that they couldn’t get
Neighbours on the TV screens and
there were two manual operated
counters to the right of the Captain
which they kept spinning around and
talking in a language that wasn't Wilt-
shire. The rules appeared to be that
the Captain went first and if he got any
number followed by three 000s he
won, if he didn't the 1st Officer had a
go. The Captain won the match 3-2
beforethey got bored and started talk-
ing to Heathrow. (For the uninformed

theywere playing with the altitude set- -

tings on the autopilot.)

Landing at Heathrow was a bit like
landing at Redlands but with a few
more taxyways. | must say that it
seemed really easy - they just followed
the line on the multi coloured TV
screen and the Ist Officer shouted out
the heights as we descended - 100 ft,
30 ft,50 ft. Bang. The Captainsaid,” a
little firm’ - but we had arrived. The air
brakes were quickly extended
together with reverse thrust and wheel
brakes. A quick exit left was made for
as I later found out we were being
followed by a Jumbo with suspect
brakes!

Now the fun started for the 1st Of-
ficer got out the taxyway maps and we
weretold to go to terminal 4 which was
the other side of the airfield via 67
taxyway. | hope my amazement didn’t
show but the 1st Officer started to turn
the map round to orientate himself!
Needless to say we went down the
wrong one and ended up going round
Terminal 4 twice before we finally

found cur slot. There wes no apology
from the Captain to the passengers -
just a joke in the cockpit of ” Well, at
least they pot their money's wortht®

I had a great time and I've started a
new column in my log book for "Jump-
ing®. I thoroughly recommend you try
it next time you go commercial if only
for 7 it will be all right on the night’
antics.

Homebuilders Diary -

John Hamer's continuing account of
building his Mini Max

Since the last report I made in De-
cember things have definitely taken a
leap forward. Since then I havecom-
pleted the covering, and applied a fil-
ler coat called Aerofill which I was
trying for Aerofinish. I then applied
the polyurethane paint finish. Not
wishing to spray the product for vari-
ous reasons, not the least of which is
that I didn't want my shed repainting
or my lungs, I sought out a different
technique. In my days in the RAF, we
had used the technique of rollering
polyurethane paint when touching up
the Red Arrows, oo thinwas the orin-
ciple I employed. B&Q now do gloss
paint rollerswhich due, to their cheap-
ness, I used on a disposable basis. The
paint itself was tricky to handle as it
wag originally designed for spraying
and thusdried faster than I would have
liked. This meant that I had to work
quickly and not retrace my steps. By
the completion of the aircraft I had
just about perfected the technique to
produce acceptable results. It then
seemed to take an inordinate amount
of time to put every thing back to
together. The first weekend in March
saw the great day when the little air-
craft emerged from its shed into the
daylight thanks to many of our mem-
bers who dropped by to lend a hand,
not least to our Chairman who flew in
for the occasion. Once outside the air-
craft was weighed on three calibrated
bathroom scales. A tricky job for at
one point I thought the aircraft was
going to be overweight - however at
the end of the day it was 2y under and
smack on the optimum cgwithout hav-

ing to remove anything!

The weaskend also saw the engine
being started for the first time and the
aircraft move under its own power.
Thus things are moving toward the
moment of fruth - the first flight On
the day of writing, comprehensive en-
gine runs have now been completed
and touch wocd it appears that I have

‘got my cooling calculations right. The

fuel flow test has been done and all
that really remains is for the inspector
to come and sipn it off. It will take a
couple of weeks for the permit to test
to be processed so hopefully the next
newsletter will report the first flight.

Flying Events

By Tom Thomson

As Fly=Ins Officer I am in the
process of organising the 1993 flying
events. If anyone has any ideas on
treasure hunts or competitions, or
would like to make suggestions on
venues which members may like to
fiy to, perhaps based on previous
experience, I would be pleased to
bear from them. Please contact me
on 0432.8390759 or at work
0568.616642.

The first fly out of the year will be
onSunday March 28th (the day after
the clock’s go forward) weather per-
mitting, to Graham and Judy Prit-
chard’s field at Hardwick, near Hay-
on-Wye, with lunch at the nearby
Royal Oak pub.

Depart Woolstone 10.3¢ am. for
the 45 mile flight to Hardwick.

Other Dates for your diary:

27th March
Sabre Microlight Club Treasure
Hunt at Hardwick.

10/11th April
Weston Park Festival of Transport
and 1st round of the Nationals.

15th May

Fly-in and barbeque at Hardwick,
courtesy of Graham and Judy Prit-
¢hard.



12th June -
Shebdon Aerodrome Open Day -
with Red Arrows flypast, Hercules

Woolstone Hangar Practice Makes Perfect

visit, Hying snd parschute dizplaye Appeal
This MIGHT be a microlight fly-in
event - more details as they emerge. By Tom Thomson
By Graham Arthur
Howmanytimeswhenvyou goflying
The Rans Report On Thursday 25th February the in- do you practice Emergency Forced

By Peter Lewis and Jehn Dance

‘We are making steady progress with
the Rans project

The Structure is now definitely ree-
ognisable as that of an aeroplane with
about 75% of the fuselage work com-
plete,

In the early stages we were able to
look over the Hoult's machine which
helped us to meke a start and a more
recent visit to John Hamer has given
us an idea or two for possible modifi-
cations to the cowling arrangements
{which try to get arcund those 36
screws!) Since then it has been a
steady plod combined with a survival
course working in an unheated area!

Anyone interested i3 welcome to
come siong for a shufil ai Peter’s
house - 11 Ashfield Close, Bishops
Cleeve (PPO 0242.676819 advisable).

formal planning appeal was bald at
Twekesbury Borough Council of-
fices. Our general impression was
that we won the battle of the day but
we must now await the outcome of
the "war’.

Many thanks to all members who
wrote in support and especially
thanks to Don Law for his valued
advice and expert advocacy.

Notwithstanding the D.of E. Code
of Practice booklet for informal
hearings, which talks of speedy deci-
sions, a phone call to Bristol con-
firmed that it would be five weeks
before we receive the decision no-
tice.

Landings? Probably not as often as
you should.

Having suffered, as we all have,
from a lack of flyinover the last two
months, my exciternent at taking off
for the first time since the 3rd.
January soon evaporated when the
engine stopped at 80 ft. on climb-
out.

Itvery quickly became painfully ap-
parent that my lack of practice was
not going to assist me in landing the
aircraft safely.

Although my choice of landing
areas was reduced to straight ahead
because of the height at which the
engine stopped, it took vital mo-
ments for my reactions to sort them-
selves out - bar in to gain speed, bar
out to clear the trees, and mush into
the rough ground, pushing the bar

- out-during the kading roll to lighten

the load on the undercarriage.

I have learned two lessons from this
incident. The first is that lack of fly-
ing practice increases reaction tirnes
in a tight situation and the second is
thatthe Raven, besideshaving a very
strong airframe, is probably the only
flexwing which would not stall at the
slow speed and bar-to-the-strut fly-
ing which was necessary to clear the
treesat the end of the runway.

Fortunately the damage was re-
stricted to a bent compression strut,
caused more by the rough field than
by the landing - honestly!

The engine fault was not traced.
After carrying the aircraft out of the
field, the engine started first pull and

ran as smoothly as ever.

A salutary lesson in staying current
in EFATO practice.



INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote responsible microlight flying. Currenﬂy
the membership is nearly 70 strong with the majority living and working in and around the Cheltenham and
Gioucester area. Over half the membership own their own aircraft and fiy either from the various training
schocls in the area, their own fields or from the Club field, Wealstone, which is located just north of
Bishops Cleeve off the Evesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

A monthly newsletter - the Airserew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.
A monthly meeting at Hartpury College, Hartpury, Glcs on the third Wednesday in the month with
a speaker on a microlight or other aviation related subject.

Many organised Fly-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, mch.dmc barbecues, dances ete

Aircraft inspection and check ﬂymg to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Wooistone. :
Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the
PPL{A) Group D exams.

R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

Committee Members: Cther Useful People
@ Chairman-AndrewJ<ohn . @ Inspectors
Home=9038689.229 Dave Read 053181.245/0242. 673361
Work 038689.217 John Hamer 045270.314/0242.533628
® Secretary John Hamer ‘@ Check Pllots
Home 045270314 ) ' John Hamer 045270.314
Work 0242.533628 Adrian Lloyd 0885.82504

. Don Law 0793.740854/0793.790052
" @ Treasurer - Dennis Beale

Home 0452750424 :
Work 0272.543217 ‘ Club members use the following flying schools:-
® Safety Officer - ¥Vic Booth :
Home/Work 0242 583338 Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon 0789.299229
@ Training Officer - Bill Austin Air Play. Madley Airfield, Hereford 0981.251242
HeomeWaork 0242 515064
Avon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
® Woolstone Airfield Controlier - Graham Arthur 0739.204010
Home 0242522754
Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Norton
® Alirscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales 0608.673741
Home 045276341 :
’ M4 Microlights, South Wanborough, Swindon
@ Special Functions Organiser - John Morris 0793.790052
Home 0452.780406 ,
Work 0242221311 Sabre Airsports, Shobdon, Leominster $56381.3168
# Fly-in Organtser - Tom Thomson Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury

Home 0432390759 0666.504032
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Watch out! There IS a
thief about.

With increasing frequency we see in
the microlight press of microlights
being stolen; well regrettably it has
now happened to one of our members.
John Miller had the wing of his Alpha
stolen while it was still in its bag at
Long Marston. The thieves broke into
the hangar through a hole in the wall
and dragged two wings out, but dis-
carded a Flash 2 wing. Obvicusly they
knew exactly what they wanted. The
registration on the wing is G-MVAP.
As registration numbers are difficult
to remove and obvious if they are,
keep a look out for John's wing. It
would appear that it has been pinched
by someone who has damaged his
wing.

Woolstone

Planning permission for the hangars
at Woolstone has been turned down
again on appeal. As a result the Com-
mittee is now looking at an alternative
site in the neighbouring area which

potentially offers hangarage, ie.redun-
dant farm buildings, as well as a hugh
grass field. Negotiations are currently
in progress with the farmer and the
planning authorities Members should
be reassured that until such negotia-
tions are finalised, the Committee will
be maintaining Woolstone albeit with
reduced facilities.

A New Shape in the Sky

The big news of the month is that
JH’s Mini Max successfully took to the
sky. The big day was March 25th and
took place at Long Marston with John
at the controls. The final episode of
the homebuilder’s diary appears else-
where in the newsletter. John is also
putting together a lecture on his pro-
ject which will be given to the club at
the June meeting.

Monthly Talks

Wed 19th May - Learning to fly a
helicopter - a personal account of Bill

Gordon Gould

7 The Spinney
Hillcourt Road
Cheltenham
GL32 3JX

News Views and Crewroom Gossip

Austin’s experiences of learning to fly
in America last year.

Wed16thJune - Building a Mini Max
- John Hamer’s account of his recent
project

Forthcoming Events

e Popham Trade Fair

Members are reminded that the an-
nual trade fair takes place on 1st/2nd
May at Popham. This is an event that
is well worth attending particularly if
the weather is good. All manufac-
turers will be there and will be demon-
strating their latest wares. You can fly
in but there are restrictions on landing
times ie. you must be there before
11.00. Further details are in the last
issue of Microlight Flying.

® Hartpury College Open Day

Againthis year Hartpury College are
putting on an Open Day. Asa result of
the club's efforts last year, infleuenced
no doubt by the Principal being given



g Hight, they bave ssked the club to
feature 53 one of their stsr stirscticns
by having a Fly-in to the event. A spe-
cial strip has been planned and will be
prepared in the same field as last year.
The date for the event - Sat/Sun
Sth/6th June. More details will apear
in next month's Airscresw.
Homebuilder's Diary

John Hamer’s Mini Max
Project -

@ Thefinal part

Last month's report stated that all

that remained was for the inspector to
arrive and to sign the aircraft off.
WellFriday 12th March was the ap-
pointed day on which I had arranged
for Eddie Clapham to fly in for the
inspection. Although the day was
calm, the visibility was indifferent to
say the least. I needn't have worried
for Eddie homed into the field at the
appointed time thanks to his on board
GPS mounted in his MW which was
currently sporting the new rotary en-
gine.

“Eddie was most complimentary
about the aircraft and it took preat
restraint on his part not to get airborne
as he taxied the aircraft up and down
the field. He actually got the tail up!
But no, the great day had to be put off
for anocther fortnight while the paper-
work was sorted out. In the meantime
1 went to Scotland to see my parents
and various fellow builders around the
country. WhenI arrived back I phoned
the PFA to be reassured the Permit to
Test was in the post. By mid week |
noticed four days of good weather ap-
proaching, so with still no permit I
phoned the PFA. They then faxed
through the necessary documentation
and [ cleared with Barry Gordon at
Long Marston that we could use his
airfield the following day. I packed the
aircraft into the trailer that night.
Peter Harvey arrived the fdlowing
morning and towed the aircraft to
Long Marston. The weather was
bright with a slight northly breeze, all
seemed oo good to be true.

The zircraft was soon assembled -a
trus ten minute operation - and then
thoroughly checked as never before!
The planwas to do some tail up taxiing
on one of the grass runways. So |
strapped in and off I set for the into
wind grass runway. I did the checks
and set off slowly down the runway
slowly increasing the power to activate
the tail, eventually getting the tail up.
However no sooner than this had hap-
pened than the ground began disap-
pearing from under the wings! So it
was off with the power and back onto
the ground. The exercise was repeated
with evenless power but with the same
dramatic result. This was truly amaz-
ing since I was using far less than half
power! As the aircrait seemed to be
viceless and holding a straight line
seemed to be no problem, I decided to
go forit.

So I lined up again and applied
power slowly. The little aircraft quick-
ly lifted her tail and then herself, well
before I reached full power. Indeed as
full power came in so did the climb
rate which 1o say the least was phe-
nomenal even with considerable for-
ward speed - this aeroplane truly
wanted to fly}

On reaching a safe height I then
turned away from the airfield and tried
out the handling. I found both pitch
and roli conirols responsive without
the aircraft being twitchy. Turns were
well co-ordinated thanks to the dif-
ferential ailerons and indeed little
rudder was needed and in fact in
steeper turns, balanced flight was
achieved with the ailerons just holding
off the rudder input.

It was soon time fo return to the
circuit. It was quickly ascertained that
the aircraft did not lose height rapidly
for even at tick over the decent rate
could be held to about 150ft/ min at 45
mph (this compares with 350 fi/min in
an Alpha). This aireraft was no flying
brick like the Thruster I had recently
beenflying, soa long flat approach was
the order of the day. Initially I ap-
proached at 55 mph to be on the safe
side but found the float and round out
using up a lot of airfield before we
arrived on the deck. [ say "arrived’ for
Ifound it difficult to touch down nicely
as | was not used to the responsive
controls. So ended the first "Official’
flight.

Therest of the day and the following
day were spent exploring the aircraft’s
performanceand trying to get to terms
with the landingsfor with no suspen-
sion, premature or late round outs re-
sult in spectacular bounces! Fortu-
nately the undercarriage appearsto be
exceptionally stronp.

Then on the Saturday I took the bull
by the horns and flew the aircraft
home. Fortunately the wind was south
easterly which made the first landing
at Catsbury mucheasier. Bven the wife
was impressed by the landing! {Was
thisreally the samewoman who earlier
bad said "If you kill yourself in that
aeroplane, I won't talk toyou again®?)

Since then [ have been continuing to
test the aircraft and attempting to per-
fect my landings in various conditions.
On one occasion resulting in me col-
lecting some of Robbie's daffs when I
discovered that crosswind perfor-
mance can be interesting!

Well, what are my general impress-
ions to date? It is interesting and
something completely different! It's
more comfortable, faster and easier to
fly in turbulent conditions than a flex
wing but the all round visibility of the
latter is lacking, making nawvigation
that much harder particularly in poor
vis. Landing is certainly an art form
and to date I reckon that I can get a
flex wing into a field a quarter of the
size, particularly in rougher condi-
tions, however as to geiting out of it, I
know I can evenworry the angels with
the pew plane! The big disadvantage
though is that I can't iake someone
along to share the experience - you'll
Just have to take my word for it.

Forthose of youwholike to know the
facts and figures, the project has taken
me nearly 18 months and about 1000
hours, and it has cost just under seven
thousand pounds. The max straight
and level speed is 35 mph (VNE 100
mph) with a stall speed of 30 mph -
power off {less than 25 mph with
power.) Best rate of climb is over 1000
ft/min at 55 mph.

Ed.note. Congratulations JH - and
thanks for a most interesting series of
articles. Who's next?



Beware Skydivers!

The following letter has been re-
ceived from Andy Thorne, BPA Pilot
Ezaminer, and should be noted by all
our members. Pleass see following
map for reference.

Dear Operator.

I am writing on behalf of Paraski
Skydiving School to advertise the loca-
tion of a new and busy parachute drop
zone at Brimpsfield, Gloucestershire,
(N5148.5 W204.98) where parachui-
ingis taking place up to flight level 150,

(Notam A 1247/92 ) refers.

Lying 6 miles south east of Glouces-
ter Airport, just south of Brimpsfield
village, the drop zone is only visible by
its white target cross on a green field.
Unfortunately, the number of in-
fringements of the drop zone by tran-
sitting aircraft is increasing (some are
cireling for a better lookd) Since it
isn’t yet shown on any chart, this isn't
surprising. 1 am therefore enclosing a
map for your briefing room wall.

All parachute movements will be co-
ordinated with ATC at Gloucester
{125.65) while Brize Norton (134.3)
may be able to give radar assistance
from the south. We would be grateful
for your assistance in passing on this
information to interested parties.

Safe flying!
Andy Thorme
BPA Pilot Examiner.

FLYING EVENTS

e By Tom Thomson
March Fly-outs

The first Fly-in of the year, sche-
duled for 21st. March, was weathered

off, with only one pilot foolish encugh .

toendure heavy rain and a 700ft. cloud

base to fly in to Woolston (And traile-
ring out again next day?)

March 28th saw three trikes fly out to
Hardwicke, where they enjoyed Sun-
day lunch and a warm welcome at the
Royal k. The two passengers had not
experienced microlight flying before
but both said they enjoyed it. Don
Law madethe long trip from Redlands
but felt it wise to avoid the turbulence
and downwind landing and diverted fo
Shobdon. Flight time from Woolstone
was around 60 mins. each way; from
Redlands, Zhrs. 20 mirs. each way. A
praiseworthy flight fro the two tirkes
from Redlands.

May Events

e Mayist-2nd.

Popham Microlight Trade Fair.
There will be a Fly-in to this event on
the weekend of 1/2nd. May The
preferred day is Sunday 2Znd. May,
leaving Woolstoneat $am. fobe on the
ground at Popham before the exhibi-
tors’ flying begins at 11.00am. Howe-
ever, if the Saturday looks the better
day, then those interested will be con-
tacted on the Friday. This trip will be
led by David Steade (home
1e1.0905.820598) Details are available
from David or myself.

A coach organised by Quasar pilot,
Brian Crockett of Sabre Airsports
Microlight Club, will collect passen-
gers at Over Farm Shop at %am. on
Sunday 2nd. May forarrivalat Popham
at 1lam returning late afterncon.
Brian can be contacted on
0432.274307. Cost will depend ca the
number of passengers - £10.00 max.
Please leave cars at the farm rather
than the shop car park.

o May 15th

@ Flv-in and Barbeque at
Hardwicke.

Near Ross-on-Wye, as advertised in
the current Microlight Flying. Leave
Woolstone at 10.30. Those flying
without a passenger may like to regis-
ter so that a non-flying member can
come along. Area map and landing
information are available.

The following events will be detailed
in the next Airscrew:

e BMay22/23

Anniversary Fly-in, Sleap Airfield
Shrewsbury.

& PMay 30
Fly-in Haverfordwest
e May 30/31

60’s Theme Fly-in, Compton Abbas
e June5/6

SVMC Fly-in and Barbeque, Hart
pury College

e Juneéd

Classic Aircraft Fly-in, Old Sarum
Adirfield

e Junei2

Airfield Open Day Fly-in, Shobdon
Airfield

® Junei3

Round Britain Fly-in, Old Sarum
Airfield.

e June 19/20

PFA Midsummer Fly-in, Ssvansea
Airport.

Any thoughts on Flying events -
please contact Tom Thomson - home
0432.890759; work 0568.616642.
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GROUNDSCHOOL1993
K FLIGHT

e By Blll Austin.

Atthe Open Night, twelve handswent
up in response to the question "Who
intends to start Groundschool next
Monday?". We were not disappointed
- they all turned up! We now have 14
students attending but some of these
are absorbing knowledge only and do
not intend taking the exams this time
round.

‘We have now completed the Techni-
cal part of the syllabus and the exam.
The average pass mark was 87% - well
done! {sighs of relief from all students
and mel!) However, this is only the
beginning and we are now delving into
the mysteries of the triangle of veloc-
ities, the 1 in 60 rule and the esoterics
of meteorology. (locking at the
weather we have had in the last few
months makes you wonder why we
bother to think of flying - boating might
have been more appropriate!)

My thanks to my instructors to date -
John Hamer, Andrew John, Adrian
Licyd, Dave Steade and.lan Hew
They have all given of their best will-
ingly and enthusiastically. Further
progress reports will be made in future

issues of Airscrew.

WATCHOUT -
THERE’S A°B’ ABOUT!

o By Barbara Austin

Yes I'm flying again - first time
since September and it was great! It
took all day of impatient waiting on
a blustery March Saturday and then
at last, we were off (Took off like
arccket!) There it all was - just as it
always is, spread out below us - {o-
tally fascinating.

I did however keep an especially
conscious watch for suitable emer-
gency landing fields despite having

taken the precaution of running the
engine for a longish time on the
ground and revving it almost to take
off speed. At least at this time of year
there are plenty of suitable possible
landing fields.

To those of you setting out on that
long and frustrating rcadof getting
your licence, stick with it} Even after
a few years, of flying, for meit's still
magic. However - be warped. It is
addictive and once hooked, being
grounded for any length of time can
lead to severe withdrawal symptoms!

P.S Noticing the effect of dried milk
on the grass outside the Control
Room (Caravan) Woolstone, I won-
der whether we have found a novel
form of organic grass control. Per-
haps we could sprinkle the runways
with the same and avoid grass cutting
expenses?

MICROLIGHTS DON'T
FRIGHTEN THE FISH.

® By dJonathan Seddon-Harvey.

When applying for planning per-
mission for an airfield, you could do
worse than to quote former Bomber
pilot, Councillor Fred Pugh. When
speaking of microlight pilotsat a plan-
ning committee meeting in Hereford
he said, "We might need them in a big

wayoneday.”

Councillors Bernard Butler echoed
these sentiments *I admire people
who fly these planes - they are the
types who helped us win the war."

Councillor John Edwards gave the
country sportsman's viewpoint. He
had been angling at Abbeydale - and
microlights overhead had not bo-
thered the fish! (From the Hereford
Times 1989)

Somehow the idea of dog fights in
flexwings does not seem entirely real-
istic but perhaps we should get some
practice in just in case we get the call.

HOWDIDYOU START
MICROLIGHTING?

By Bill Austin

I'suppose you could say that Barbara
-and I came across microlighting by
accident. We had seen one give a fly-
ing display at Staverton Airport and
something equally weird flying across
Cleeve Hill on a few occasions. How
ever, itwas one of those days when the
postman had pushed a load of junk
mai] through the letter box with a copy
of Great Escapes - the YHA Adven-
ture Holiday Magazine..... then things
started happening. The early morn-
ing breakfast was suddenly shattered -
*That sounds good, why don’t we have
a po at that?”. Barbara pushed the
magazine on top of my cornflakes so 1
had no option but to read "Muiti-Air-
sports Holiday - a week of hang-ghd-
ing, paraflying, microlight lesson, light
aircraft lesson and a parachute jump.”
Not being fully conscious at that time
of the morning, I agreed. That was
1987.

Wewere based at Edale Youth Hos-
tel in the Peak District and spent three
days at Doncaster Airport - an all
grass affair right next to the race
course. Our first activity of the week
was microlighting. *What on earth is
that over there looking like a Ptero-
dactyl with a propeller?” we asked.
"That's a microlight!” came the reply.
We couldn’t believe it. What we were
looking at is now what we know to be
the faithful Mainair Gemini Flash 2
Alpha. .

Barbara and I volunteered to go first
and second (to save too many trips to
the loo!) We svere put in the FRONT
seat with the instructor leaning over us
from the back to grasp the control bar
ofthe’A’ frame-'D’ bars had not been
imvented then! The instructor took-
off, did the climb out and the landing
with ourselves under strict orders to

owr hands in our laps. Ornce at
1500/2000 feetweweretold to take the
control bar and shown how to turn, we
were then given control of the throttle
and did some climbing and descend-
ing. The flight lasted 30 minutes and



you really had flown this incredible
machine - what an introduction!

We returned to the airport later in
the week for our light aircraft lesson
andwe took the opportunity to have an
hour’s formal instruction each in the
microlight. This time, instead of just
ftying aimlessly around, the instructor
set us a navigation exercise. Barbara,
with the instructor, flew off to the south
and ended up landing at a small air-
field for a cup of tea before returning.
I flew north to find a large lake in the
middle of nowhere. We both accom-
plished our tasks successfully. Onthe
way back the instructor demonstrated
an engine failure tome which was quite
exciting as I began to wonder when we
were going to start recovery we got so
lowd We came to the conclusion that
we wanted to carry on and learn to fly
-we were hooked! (We were definitely
not hocked on parachuting except by
the static line! Who in their right mind
voluntarily jumps out of a perfectly
serviceable aircraft??)

Onourreturn home we became Hur-
cule Poirot and Mise Marple and set
out to track down the local microlight
club. Someone had mentioned Stoke
Orchard so one Sunday afterncon we
drove around the area knocking on

e
e RavenX-GMNVP

Excellent condition. One careful
owner since new. Regulariy serviced
Always hangared fully rigged.

Easy to fly - very light controls.
Red, white, blue with Union J.ack
tail fin.

Good value at £2995

Excellent first two-seat microlight
Robbie Keene Tel 0452 414975,

farmhouse doors asking if anyone
knewwhere the microlights flew from
or who to contact. We finally found
Hugh Bethune and thence the SWMC
with whom we have remained ever
since.

There followed our training at Long
Marston (we actually used both
schools there) liberally interspersed
with frustration at the weather and
many days spent at the airfield just
“sitting on the ground” in more senses
than one. At one stage, because of the
weather, four months passed without
getting airbome once! Having had
our first flights in the "Rolls Royce”
Flash 2 Alpha, most of our first eight
hours training was carried out on a
Puma Sprint - no ped, no brake {ex-
cept foot on the front tyre!) no instru-
ments (except for ASI and altimeter
bolted on to the front strut just before
take-off) and the runway! A good ver-
tical stall in one of these planes is an
experience not to be missed - feet first
to Mother Earth at breathtaking

speed!

Beforewewereallowed to gosolowe
had to buy our own aircraft - yes,
you've guessed it - none other thana
second hand Flash 2 Alpha. The cost

Advertisements

@ Fiash il Alpha 503

G-MVBN

Excellent condition - long range
tank

Full instrumentation - battery
charger/regulator/strobes.
Newton prop. - and loads more.
Hangared at Don Law's.

(Going three-axis)

Tel. 0367.241404

of instruction then reduced a little.
Equally we had to trailer it between
Cheltenham and Long Marston every
time we were due for a lesson This,
though, taught us a lot about our air-
craft and we became experts at rigging.

We finally achieved our full licences
after 71 months The two gualifying
crosscountry flights were certainly a
high point for me. After all the pre-
flight plamning and worrying, it was
very satisfying to have the way points
appearin the right place at the time you
estimated. It's not so good, however,
when you have to sit all the written
exams again as we did because the
weather and time were against us.

That is all behind us now and all that
is meeded is the right weather and
preferably some fully rigged hangar-
age. The latter is particularly for Bar-
bara so that she can, if she wants, go
flving on her own without having to
have a man around to get the wing
rigged and on to the trike. (Know any
friendly farmers with a large barn
beside a large flat field with no ob-
stacles at either end?) Which brings
me back to where I started - how did
you start microlighting? Put pen to
peper and let us all into the secret.

e Pegasus XLSE

G-MTSN

New permit

Many extras - carb. heat
Frontwheel brake

Al condition - £3250
Tel. Graham Barton
0453.323564

& Half Share in MWs

G-MTIF

Two-seat, three-axis

Ready to fly.

Fully legal - one year's permit
and full hull insurance.
£37500.n.0.

Contact:

Ian Evans (home) 0684.293364
or Vic Booth 0242.583338
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Gordon Gould
7 The Spinney

Hillcourt Road
Cheltenham
GL32 3JX
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News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

Members

The club membership is currently
standing at 65 with the latest o join
being LouGilmore from the M4 group
at Redlands, Lou fliesa Pegasus 'Q
and we understand is responsible for
much of the maintenance at Redlands.
Welcome aboard. Indeed we have had
twelve new members this year so wel-
come to you all.

Details of the current membership
are published elsewhere in the news-
letter so please check they are correct
and advise John Hamer if there are
any amendments. If you notice that
someone 1s missing whom you think
should be a member, please encour-
agethem to join. Remember the more
members we have, the greater the
ability the club has for keeping mem-
bership fees down without degrading
the service.

Read Retires

After much nepotiation, the Ccal
Beard and Dave have agreed to part
company to allow Dave to pursue his
other interests. Following acquisition

of of an adjacent field, it is rumoured
that Dave will be joining the Country
Landowners Association as well as
setting up his own airfield. Yes, there
is another rumour that the bundle of
tubes otherwise know as a Sprint may
be being put back together. Before you
all decide to fly intc Dave's airfield we
suggest that you check with Dave first
and brush up on your precisicn land-
ing techniques! We all ook forward to
seeing you in the air again Dave.

Monthly Talks

The June monthly talk will be given
by John Hamer on the building

of his Mini Max. As you know from
the various articles that have appeared
in the newsletter, John has been keep-
ing a comprehensive record of his
undertaking and has transferred this
to slides which he plans to show. We
also understand that there may even
be film of that first flight as our illust-
rious chairman was seen at Long Mar-
ston posing as a cameraman for mo-
vietone news!

Over the next few months we are
short of speakers so if anyone has any
ideas either of speakers, topics or
other ideas, please let John Hamer
know. ‘ -

Fly In / Exhibition -
Hartpury College

It is the Hartpury College Oven
Day(s) on 5thf6th June and once again
the Club has been invited to take part.
It is planned to have a similar static
exhibition as last year and weather
permitting a fiy-in into the field just to
the north of the college. The event is
open from 1lpm. to Spm and ciub
membersare urged to support it either
by comingon foot or by flying in. Bring
the family as there will be lots of other
attractions. -

The Club has agreed with the college
to cut a special sirip this year which
will be about 400 yards long, Purther
details and whether the fly-in is on will
be available fromJohn Hamer on 0452
700314 nearer the date.

Popham - An Exhibitor’s
View

¢ By John Hamer

Peter Harvey had requested that [
exhibit my completed aircraft at this
vear's Trade Fair as part of the Mini-



Max stand. Initially it was planned to
fiv there, however i the week belore
the event it was clear that we couldn't
trust the weather and thus Peter
agreed to trailer it there. In the event
thiswasa wise move as when Saturday
dawned the visibility was such that [
couldn't see my windsock less than 100
yards away let alone find the hangar!
The fog made the drive to Popham
marginal but fortunately the fog burnt”
off, though the resultant visibility was
very "goldfish bowly" but it did allow
fiying to take place.

Peter had arranged for the Mim Max
stand to be on the end to allow visiting
Mini Mazs to be added shouid they
arrive. In the event only one arrived
out of the pine flying at the moment in
the UK. ThiswasJohn Riley "saircraft
and he had flown in from Sandy in
Bedfordshire.

Both days being dry obviously en-
couraged the visitors, and there
seemed considerable interest in the
Mini Maxsthough the major comment
wasthe usual " if only it had two seats”.
Special interest was shown in the
model Mini Max that Bill Vinton and
Chiff Hannam had constructed. The
model showed the Mini Max in un-
covered form and every detail of the
full size version was faithfully repro-
duced in one third scale. It is truly a
work of art and was much admired.
The Flyer journalists spent some time
looking at it and photographing it so
wouldn't be surprised if it features in
the trade fair’s report that is scheduled

to appear in the magazine.

Despite the B fish bowl visibility,
there was a considerable amount of
flying. The runway was chanped early
on Saturday morning to cope with the
northerly wind. Even so there was a
slightly blustery croes wind which
made the approach over the trees and
the subsequent down hill landing in-
teresting, particularly as the crowd
line was far too close to the active
runway, These conditions coupled
with the fairly thermic activity that
prevailed on the Sunday made flying
round the circuit distinetly bumpy and
certainly accounted for the low num-
ber of visiting microlights this year.

What was there to see? Quite frankly
there seemed very little new except for

the rotary enpines which were fitted to
a Cheveron and an ARV In both
applications the engines, which are as-
sembled at Staverton, seemed very
quiet, though it was difficult to tell the
difference between the ARV2
powered by the rotary and the Rotex
912 (1e Nipel Beale's) except one was
black and the other red! Both seemed
to need considerable take off and
landing runs, obviously the result of
the high stzll speed believed to be
around 45 mph.

Two Thrusters and two AX3s
seemed to be doing continuous cir-
cuits taking punters for trips, while the
usual flexwings of Pegasus and Mai-
nair were similarly doing the rounds.
Pegasus did have a modularised Que-
sar which they calied 2 Quantum,
doing its bit. This is effectively an open
version of their flagship and is ob-
viously aimed at the more hardy indi-
vidual or for export to warmer climes.
On the kit side, apart from the Mini
Maxs there were the usual Shadows
and a couple of Rans S6s displaying
both variants. In brief there were no
new aircraft, which was disappointing
and as such must be a reflection of the
times.

In the tents there was a similar lack
of new items. There were the usual
load of people selling things from "T
shirts to intercoms. It was here that
Don Law had his pitch on which he
was promoting his anti - ‘wanking' de-
vice (ie his starter.) Last year he was
promoting "flashing’ with his strobe. I
wonder what he’ll be promoting next
year.

From a personal point of view I was
able to meet and talk to nearly half the
builders of Mini Maxs in the UK,
most of whom are still in the building
stage, so I was highly quizzed on tech-
nical topics. The stand was also visited
by many members of the SVMC who
seemed to spring out of nowhere with
their cameras just as I was explaining
some technical point to potential cus-
tomers! Don't forget to let me have a
look at the photos lads!

So what really was the outstanding
thing about about Popham this year?
Well it wasn't the aircraft, it was the
weather! The trade show at Popham is
notorious for its poor weather record

over the years - snow, high winds ,
torrential rain, so it made a change to
have two flyable days, albeit a bit mar-
ginal.

Groundschool - K Flight

Progress Report

& By Bill Austin

Anocther set of dreaded exams bit the
dust on 26th April - this time Nav. and
Met. We had an aimost perfect turn-
out - just one short of a full house.
Keith Aveyard was conspicucus by his
absence but all was explained in a
phone call. He had not "chickened
out” - he had been knocked off his
motor bike on hisway to groundschool
the previous week and was now nurs-
ing a knee the size of a Christmas pud-
ding. (As he said to me, *Flying
MUST be safer than driving!”) How-
ever examresults produced an average
pass mark: of 85.4% - ancther very cre-
ditable performance.

Next time around it's two exams in
one evening - Air Lew and Human
Performance Limitations. If anyone
wants or needs {o take either or both
exams on 7th. June for the bargain

- priceof 10 per exam, just turn up at the

VMCCat 715 pm. -

Another Homebuild

- By Peter Lewis and John

Dance

There were no formal celebrations
when our Rans was rolled out for the
first time a couple of weeks ago. The
sight of the almost complete but un-
covered fuselage being moved didn't
send the neighbours into a frenzy but
there was a certain satisfaction for us
inbeingableto push it out of the work
area even if it was only to turn it
around to enable us to work more
easily on the front end.

With the fuselage and tail almost
completewe shall soon be turning our



Severn Valley anchmm:ﬁ Club
Hembership Lis 11 May

No Name £/name Her No Home Tel No Hork Tel No Address Street Town County A/C Reyg  A/C Type Licence R/T BMAA No Hrs Insurance F
i firthur Grahan 113 0242 522754 , 255 Hatherley Road Cheltenhas, Glos. G-HTGB  Thruster F Y 2 140 Y p
2 ARustin Barbara & Bill 174  0P42 515064 Sheldon Battledown Approach, Chelfenhas Glos G-M4RR Flash 2R F Y 319 50 Y P
3 Avelyard Keith 236 0432 382253 43 Denmark Road Gloucester GLY 318 A p
4 Beale Dennis 192 0452 750424 0443 224701 The nc««mm» Hartlands Hill Minsternorth Blos 6L2 8JY 6-MNGH  Flash 1 R Y 37 R y P
3 Bedford Paul 61 0242 221491 7 Howard Close fAshchurch Bardens Hm:rmmccxw Glos G-HdHP  Demon 2398 18 p
6 Bennett L 265 0453 709876 4 Ferndale nc«wmmmm cmn«91« Road Khiteshil Stroud, Glos m
7 Bircher K 266 0452 B30783 Pinewood Hay Hill rosmzcum Bloucester 6-HTPA Flash 2R

8 Booth Vie & Marie 156 0242 583338 111 New Barn Lane Prestbury, Cheltenhar BLSR 3L8 6-HITF  M-6 F y 313 300 Y p
9 Cafful John 153 0452 700565 Pound House, 33 Corsend Road, Hartpury Glos G-MNGM  Flash 1 Y 3854 64 p
10 Cale Trevor 217 0684 564680 0684 564605 24 Wilton Road Barnards Green Halvern . WRi4 3RH 6-HHHY  Pepasus @ y 1708 31 Y p
{1 Christie John 120 0452 830141 0452 712795 10 The Brasleys, rczm:ozm, Gloucestershire i 27 2] F
1€ Cole Ken 81 0452 414375 0452 €7051 14 Tunacre, Highnas, Gloucester 6-MNT8 Flash & F Y 1352 350 p
13 Cole George 93 0331 5744 0531 5744 58 The Homend, Ledbury Nerefordshive MRB 1BT G-MNBH  Flash 2 F Y 233 90 Y m
14 Cotton Phil 15 0242 680581 0242 221221 School House, Church Lane, The Leigh, Nr Glos G-MTHO mmmwm@w v F 375 91 Y

13 Cox Malcoln 0 0367 241404 0235 463289 32 The Pines Farinpdon Oxon G-HJU  Goldwing F Y @436 170 Y p
16 Dance J 248 0242 673823 02423333 97 Gretton Road Gotherington Cheltenhaa Blos GL52 48U Rans m y F
17 Davies Colin 8 0531 820353 Rose Cottape, Hooks Lane, mn_mmnc=. Newent 6 HMUN  Typhoon Y 4007 180 F
18 Davis John 260 0451 850214 Hawling Manor Fara Hawling eltenhan Glos . !
19 Dobson Alan 2al 0981 540185 Kunters Lodge Horrelow Hereford HK2 BEQ 6 MHEH Pegasus @ ¥y y moo ¥y p
20 Drake Bruce 231 0452 415762 Deans Walk w:: Deans Halk Gloucester G-MINH Flash 2 y 2013 20 y B
21 Duncanson Neil 232 023573426 30 Hoodhil Drive Grove Dxon 0xi2 OoF G-HYAS Flash @A N N2 18 y m
22 Evans lan 13 0684 275727 0684 310003 Hoodhalls, Linceln Green Lane Tewlesbury ,Glos GL20 558 G-MBYI Lazair F Y 2813 150 Y

23 Frost Noraan 123 0452 863777 87 Boverton Drive, Brockworth, Glos GL3 4BS G-HNVL Hedway % pint Y 3539 40 p
24 Garrett David €66 0B85 400226 0885 483576 Cimarron High Orchard, Fencorbe, flerefordshire G_MHXD Flash 2R 1422 wm y p
29 Bilaore L 1999 0793 729238 39 East Drive Blunsdon Abbey Swindon SN2 4DP G-MHJO  Pegasus @ F Y1999 35 Y P
26 Bilwore Brian 0 0452 740679 0453 810451 10 Faynes Meadows Whitwinster 5 * Blos 6-MTGR  Thruster F Y & 3 ] P
27 mccm: Colin 233 0531 820137 Hooks Lane, Upleadon Newent, Glos . m
28 Gould Bordon 3 0242 221992 0242 221992 7 The muwssmm Hillcourt Road Cheltenhar 6L52 33X G-MNTP  Shadow_ F Y 233 65 Y

29 Hamer John 9% 04532700 314 0242 533628 nm«mccxm Cottage, Hartpury, Glos G-HVCF  Flash 2R F Y 2130 850 Y p
30 Hannam Clifford 190 0594 842729 (242 228454 2 Forest Road Lydney Glos G-MNYK Flash 2 F 36 Y p
31 Hart Peter 262 0394 564348 0594 564348 Trade Winds Lansdown Wack Breas, Lydney 6los . p
32 Hatchett Ges 209 0452 414992 0432 331335 41, Myrtle Close, Robinswood, Gloucester, GL4 9YP G-MNDD  Sorcher 267¢ 14 p
33 Hinds Bob 103 (394 516836 The Staure, Newnhas, Blos G-MTHO Pegasus XL F 34 80 Y p
34 Houlihan Tin 204 0452 720804 0454 617777 18 The Causeway Quedgeley Gloucester 6L2 6LD . Y i p
33 John findrew 180 038 689 229 038 689 217 Conderton Chase Tewkesbury Glos G-MTHZ Flash 2R F y 2029 195 Y p
36 Jones i 263 0594 516215 0452 425616 Hither Brose Dean Road Newnhas blos p
37 Keene Robbie a7 0432 AL14975 0432 21014  Over Fars Highnaa, Glos . BG-HNVP Raven F Y o 1eg7 500 Y p
38 Law Don 195 0793 740054 0793 790052 14 chscmm__ Chiseldon, Swindon SN4 OLH 6-MTRD Flash 2R F Y 3322 moo Y 4
39 Lewis Dave 52 0242 680202 Copse Green Far, Elastone Hardwicke, Cheltenhar, Glos G-MBHE Eagle F Y e 13 Y p
40 Lewis Peter 0 . 0242 676819 11 RAshfield Close Bishops Cleeve theltenhas 6los GLS2 416 Rans oomcnm ) P
41 Lindley Keith 216 0242 232464 0242 583100 26 Belland Drive Cheltenhar Blos 6-MYAD Flash 2 F LA A L Y F
42 r_cwa fdrian {e3  0BB3 482504 24 Lower Hestfields, Bromyard, Herefordshire 6-MWVIZ Flash 2A F Y 318 350 Y r
43 Millar David 1e8 0527 893382 0527 402144 Orchard House, Sambourne Park, Sambourne, Warks, B96 6PE G-HNJB  Raven X F Y 1283 70 Y Iy
44 Miller John 210 0A51 60456 0452 307307 Merrymead Haselton, theltenhas, blos. GLS4 4EB G-HVAR Flash A 1420 31 s
43 Morris John 0 0452 780406 0242 221311 Redberry house Apperley Glos . < F
46 Munro-Hunt John 213 0B85 410452 !Drabbingten?, Thornbury, Nr Bromyard, Herefordshire G-MNVH  Flash 2 F 3180 170 Y E
47 Paton flan 297 0989 730739 i Lea cww_m Park Lea Ross on Hye Hereford HR9 JLO . p
48 Payne Chris 246 0905 £BB26 0587 21088 37 Teme Road Worcester HR49AH G-HNIL mwx.ze F wmao 60 y F
49 Penny/Ruck Tony / Val 89 0394 510348 0452 411010 =e-« Tree vwmnm_ Lower Olderoft, Nr Lydney, Glos G-MTTH Flash 2A F Y 2360 378 Y p
30 Read Dave 33 0531 650245 0242 673361 Cropthorne, Brozesberrow Heath, Ledbury 6-MMV  Sprint F Y 1986 y F
31 zemmsm Dave €08 0394529208 01d Cone House fitvington Ludney Glos GL1S 6AD X p
52 Rudge Gavin 33 0594530052 0594530408  No 1 Bunpalow St Briavels Fara 5t Briavels Nr Lydney, Glos s e F
33 Seddon-Harvey  Jonathan 252 098965422 (432 358171 Penyard Stables Heston Under Penyard Ross on Wye Hererfordshire 6 MWIR Pegasus @ Y 2635 75 Y ¥
34 Steade David 221 0905 B20598 (0905 754624 18 Brookend Lane, Kespsey, ‘Horcester, Hereford & Worcester G-MVER Flash 2A F Y 418 60 Y m
33 Tandy ' | Steve 243 0ASE BL3068 0452 521819 Appleshaw, nzmmﬂm=zm. Road, Pitcheosbe, Stroud, Gles G-HWMI  Quasar y 4010 70 y A
a6 Taylor Mark 264 0452 504795 4¢ Meadowleaze Longlevens bloucester 6L2 OFR . F
97 Taylor Jin ] 0989 63066 (242 226454 Starry Way Cherry Tree Lane, Bulls Hill, floss on Hye G-MNUS Flash 2 Y uuwm 95 Y B
58 Thomson/ Hayes Tom & Di 0 0432 890759 0568 66642 Clatterpark <m1rmmpw Hereford HRL 38T G-HVXM  Medway Raven F 3357 100 Y p
39 Hales Annie 98 045276 341 Spring Bank Cottage, New Rd Flaxley, Newnhas, Glos f
60 Hales Chris 146 0452 760493 Hawthorn Cottage, Fopes rwuu. Nennhas, Gles 6-MT210 Flash &R F Y £f£8 300 Y f
61 Hatson David 181 0458 421376 10 Gimson Close Tuffley Gloucester . Fegasus XL ) F
62 Hebb Richard 148 0452 24531 0432 394365 32 Kendal Rd Gloucester GLZ OND G-MMC1  Sprint Y 3294 43 Y F
63 Hells Ed 239 0452 830951 0452 426238 Glastonbury Fars Clifford Mesne Newent Glos GL181JS Y f
64 Whistance Stuart 39 0885 483603 Hetherings, Edvin Loach, Brosyard, Hevefordshire HR7TAPP P-MVJE Flash 2R F Y o514 300 Y f
63 Williaas ] 261 0594 810116 Ventora Clays Road Sling Coleford I

0452 308388



 INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote responsible microlight flying. Currently
the membership is nearly 70 strong with the majority living and working in and arcund the Cheltenham and
Gloucester area. Over half the membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the variocus iraining
schools in the area, their own fields or from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of
Bishops Clesve off the Evesham Road. '

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

A monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.

4 monthly mesting at Hartpury College, Hartpury, Glos on the third Wednesday in the month with
a speaker on a microlight or other aviation related subject.

Iany organised Fly-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, including barbecues, dances ete.

Aircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstone.

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the

PPL{A) Group D exams.

R/T coursas for the aguisition of R/T licences. -
Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

¢ Commitee Members: & Cther Useful People

2 Chalirman-Andrew John 9 1nspectors

Home 038689229 Dave Read 053181.245/0242.673361

Work 033689217 John Hamer 0452.700.314/0242.5335628
% Secretary John Hamer ’ ) ¢ Check Pilots

Home 0452.760.314 - * JohnHamer 0452.70.0.314

Work 0242.533628 - Adnan Lloyd 0885.82504

Don Law 0793.740854/0793.790052
2 Treasurer - Dennis Beale
Home 0452 750424
Work 0772.543217 e Ciub members use the foilowing fiying schoois:-

@ Safaty Gfficer - ¥ic Booth _
Home/Work 0242583338 Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon 07589.299270

% Training (5fficer -Bill Austin
Home/Work 0242,515064

Air Play. Madley Airfield, Hereford 0931.251242

: Avon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
@ Woolstone Airfield Controller - Graham Arthur

0789.204010
Home$242.522754
Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Nerton
@ Airscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales 0608.678741
Home8452.760.341
M4 Microlights, South Wanborough, Swindon
@ Special Functions Organiser - John Morris 0793790052
Home 0452.780406 '
Work 0242.221311 Sabre Alirsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056831.8163

@ Fly-in Organiser - Tom Thomson
Home 0432.890759

Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
0666,504032 :



attentions to the wings, flaps and aile-
rons. The first PFA inspection will be
due when all the controls for the mov-
ing surfaces can he examined and we
can then look forward to covering.
Sounds straightforward but there is
still a lot of work ahead.

We were impressed when we spoke
to two other redundant/retired guys at
Popham who had completed their air-
craft in 370 hours. On reflection per-
haps we are enjoying better value -
taking a little longer - but we don't
begrudge the time!

Ed. note: We look forward to hear-
ing further progress reports - pood
iuck guyd

Popham 93
e By Bill Austin .

On Sunday Znd. May a car left Chel-
tenham loaded with John Morris
{chauffeur), Lou Bennett, Ed Wells
and myself - bound for Popham. The
weather was blustery but the sun shone
all day and there was plenty of flying to
watch as well as things to spexd our
money on.

The SVMC was well represented. 1
seemed to be constantly bumping into
Club members - maybe because I was
looking skywards mostof the time! The
wind wand the fact that it was almost
90% to the runway, coupled with the
trees at the downwind end of the run-
way, produced some exciting ap-
proaches and landings. At least two
aircraft that I saw landed and then did
asharp, involuntary left turn to head for
the crowd line and the other exhibitors.
Fortunately, as they were both three
axis, hard right rudder and a burst of
- power got them pointing the right way
down the runway again but not before
scattering a few spectators! The flex-
wings didn't have the same problems.
All their work was done on the final
approach with some quite violent and
radical corrections. If there had been
a trophy for most hair-raising landings
1 think the Thrusterswould have won it
wheels down! Mind you, many other
aircraft - including GA's - landed only
after the second or third bounce,

The AX3 was busy gving rides (at
£20 a go!) presumably to prospective
owners, but its uninspired colour
scheme (pink seems the only way to
describe it) seemed to me to detract
from its appearance. John (Mini
Meax) Hamer gave those of us who
happened to be watching one quick
circuit and back to the static display.
In those conditions I can’t say I blame
him - { wouldn't want to bend 500
hours of blood, sweat and modifica-
tions just for the sake of showing off
the product.

Popham once again provided an in-
teresting day out and we all returned
sunburnt, wind-burnt, tired but
happy. Thanks for a safe journey
John.

Sun, Sea and .....Flying

e ByTrevorCale

Having gained my licence last sum-
mer, the onset of a lousy winter and nil
flying finally drove me to raid the bank
aceouzt and book an advanced flying
course at Gerry Breen's Portuguese
outfit. At leastIwould get somme flying
and more importantly, expand my
knowledge and skills, knowing only
too well that @ GFT pass was merely
the mark of a competent pilot in ideal
conditions.

Gerrys is a most successful and
superbly run school and I was im-
pressed at his insistence in carrying
out detailed checks both on the
ground and in the air. Complacency
can be our greatest enemy and lead to
many a case of "pilot error’.

Sic hours of intensive instruction and
we revised all the basic flying tech-
niques and then went on to further
skills in take off and landings in differ-
ing conditions - cross winds, gusts,
short fields, tracks, slopes, rough and
smooth ground ete. - precise circuits
and cross country on the compass; use
of thermals; forced landings; slip
turns; correct co-ordination in pitch,
roll and airspeed; dangerous atti-
tudes, etc. etc. His briefings and de-

briefings were detailed and thorough
and I've a2 book full of advice and skiils
to practice.

Needless to say, the weather was al-
ways flyable and it concentrated the
mind wonderfully when there was an
almost total absence of the traditional
"English field’ to land in - one had to
forget the very word "field’!

There was plenty of time too - to
enjoy the sun and relaxed life-style of
a southern climate. Residents there
were actually HOPING for rain - (we
could solve our balance of payments
problem if only we could export the
stuffl)

Gerry says he look forward to the
time when he can welcome pilots who
have flown all the way from England -
no-one has done it yet.

I too followed what now seems to be
becoming an SYMC tradition and sat
inthejumpseat for the landing at Faro.
It was a Portuguese crew so all cabin
talk was in Portuguese (my knowledpe
of which is zero) and they all happily
smoked away like chimneys! The con-
ditions were perfect so the co-pilot
made a flawless landing whilst I got
bogged down with {rying o follow the
million and one instruments which
covered every available space!

In conclusion I can only recommend
all new pilots to take on some extra
instruction either here or in Portugal.
I feel decidedly more confident and
capable as a result of the course.

Ed.note: OK. chaps - you've read
Gerry's challenge - so who's going to
be the first to fly to Portugal (and
please can I ride shot gun?)

To Dracula’s Lair?

e By Trevor Cale

Some time in August there will be a
Pegasus "Q" buzzing around the skies
of Romania and perhaps the first Eng-
lish owned and built microlight yet
seen there?



Eighteen years ago [ lived in Bucha-
- rest for a year whilst working for a
British company building an irrigation
scheme on the Danube. After the rev-
olution [ sent out a mass of postcards
to those addresses I still retained and
to my delight received several enthusi-
astic replies. I've since made three
trips to Romania renewing old friend-
ships and recently got in touch with the
Director General of the "Aeroclubul
Romaniei’ expressing a wish to fly in
Romania this summer. The response
has been extremely encouraging and
the Club have now sent me a formal
invitation. A representative will meet
me on arrival at Arad, just over the
border from Hungary,and the Club
will supply me with maps, route advice
ete. and do everything possible to en-
surethat] enjoy flying in "our beautiful
country®.

They have already provided me with
a letter in Romanian for presentation
at the border confirming my status as
an ‘official guest of the "Aerc Club.
Aslunderstand it there is an ultralight
division of the Club and I also have a
formal invitation to visit a small factory-
near Bucharest which builds some sort
of flying machines. Such was the se-

raetrr aoryy o momireo Hlan s
verity of Ceausescu’s regime that pri-

vate flying was all but non-existent in
pre-revolution days and is still in its
infancy today.

My intention is to trailer my Pegasus
to Romania (yes, I know, I'm a rotten
coward for not flying all the way - my
excuses: relative inexperience, beau-
rocracy and time!) Romania is going
to be most enjoyable for certain as I've
always remembered the people as
being one of the most hospitable and
iriendly I've ever known. The onlydif-
ficulty I anticipate is having to refuse
being plied with the inevitable gallons
of local wine on landing - unless I time
my arrivals in the evening!

Perhaps one day the SVMC could
mount a summer fiy-out to Romania?

Ed. note: Why not - see if you can
arrange it while you're out there Tre-
vorl We look forward to your trava-
logue on your return.

ADVERTIS]

@ Raven X-GMNVP

Excellent condition. One careful
owner since new. Regularly serviced
Always hangared fully rigged.

Easy tc fly - very light controls.

Red, white, blue with Union J.ack
tail fin.

Good value at £2995

Excellent first two-seat microlight
Robbie Keene Tel0452.414975.

e Flash Il Alpha 503
G-MVBN -

Excellent condition - long range
tank

Full instrumentation - battery
charger/regulatorfstrobes.
Newton prop. - and loads more.
Hangared at Don Law's,

(Going three-axis)

Tel 0367.241404

@ Pegasus XLSE

G-MTSN

New permit

Many extras - carb. heat
Front whee! brake

Al condition - £3250
Tel. Graham Barton
0453.823564

® Half Share in Mws

G-MTTF

Two-seat, three-axis

Ready to fly.

Fully legal - one year's permit
and full hull insurance.
£3750o.n.0.

Contact:

lan Evans (home) 0634.293364
or Vic Booth 0242.583338
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Wroughton

The annual PFA rally is being held at
Wroughten on Friday/Saturday/Sun-
day 2nd/3rdfdth July. It is well worth a
visit as not only will there be a large
number of airerafl to see but there are
extensive trade stands selling all man-
aer of goodies. Microlighters are well
catered for indeed you can evenfly in.
There are however specific instrue-
tions if you travel by air that must ke
adhered to. H{ youwant to know more
atout this way of getting there, then if
you haven't got a copy of the AIC you
can contact John Hamer for the info.
8452 760314,

Hartpury Open Day

The Hartpury Agricultural College
OpenDay on Sat/Sun Sth/sthiunewas
well attended by SVMC members
both on foot and in the air. Saturday
was the better flying dav and thus the
club was able to give many people
their first taste of microlight fiving.
The College Principal, Malcolm
Wharion, was among those who was
taken aloft. This was his second trip -
he went last year - and he was still as
enthusiastic as before. Indeed he was
heard to proclaim that the microlight
was ‘an essential management tool for

farmers.” The spin off from this ride
was of course that it looks like the club
has secured the use of the College for
its meetings for another year. Thanks
John H. JH also did his usual radio
spot promoting microlighting. This
year he took the Gloucestershire radio
reporter for a flight and his “in-flight’
commentary was broadcast later the
same afternoon.

The Sunday, although flyakle, was
one of blustery winds making the ap-
proach very interesting to the extent
that it was unfair to take passengers.
The little flying that did take place still
brought great interest from the
general public who perhaps found it
hard fo see why we would not take
them flying especially as members
kept coming and going.

Thanks not cnly go to all that sup-
poried if, but especially tc Di Hayes
for keeping everyone well feed and
watersd throughout the two days.

Don Loeks it Up

Light fingered people have forced
Redlands to become more security
conscious. Two recent ‘liberations’ of
jerry cans full of fuel have meant that
the airfield is now locked when not in
use and can only be entered wia the
combination lock on the gate or by
flying in. To get the combination you
need tc pay a subscription o M4

Microlight Cluband to fly i, a landing
fee.

Elecetric Start is Approved

The news hasjust come through that
the Don Law Enterprise’s electric
start for Rotax engines is now ap-
proved for all microlights and PFA
aircraft. For BMAA aircraft the item
can be fitted under the minor modifi-
caticn procedure and payment of £20.
The PFA do not require such a pay-
ment thouph they dorequirea warning
light on the pane! to advise of a
jammed solenoid. Rumour has it that
to keep things fair between the two
organisations, the light costs £2¢.

Red Arrows

The Reds Arrowswill be performing
at Shrivenham on 17th July so stay
clear of the area that day.

Commoin Markei - No
frontier Policy!

Don and Co kave once again been
frustrated at their attempts to cross



the Channel and land in France. Des-
pite indications previcusly that all they
needed was the right piece of paper,
this turned out not to be so. At present
it would appear that only French reg-
istered microlishts flowm by French
licensed pilots can fiy in France. At
least that is the French position. Don
physically went to France to find out
what the problem was and could it be
got round, Of course he found the
French would comprermise and allow
British microlights in, but only if reg-
istered in France! To register in
France reguires z comprehensive
technical submission on the aircraft to
be submitted and approved by the
French authorities. The subrmission
has of course to be in French. If he

could do that then "No problem ' - ke

couid bring his aircraft to France - but
he could only fiy it in French airspace
on a Freach Heencs! Although this
sounds another obstacle it is under-
stood they are quite easy to obtain if
¥ou are aiready licensed in the UK!

Don s still working on the problem
with the BMAA to try and resolve the
issue.

Three axis/ Flexwing

While it has always been recom-
mended that three-axis pilots convert-
ing to flexwings and vice versa under-
g0 some sort of conversion iraining,
there has been no requirement up to
now. A well informed source has ad-
vised us that shortly this will change
and you will need to have satisfied an
examiner that you are competent to
handle the type you are converting on
to. This will now undoubtedly require
some forma! fraining to be done be-
fore you can get your log book
starnped. It is understood that there
will be no certificate issued, or re-
quirement to return your log book to
the CAA/BMAA. Pilots who have zl-
ready flown both types will not reguire
to do anything, and it has been indi-
cated that the minimum requirement
to qualify as having flown both types is
one hour at the date the new rule is
introduced which 1st July 1993,

France Again - Don
Law’s expedition

Don Law will be giving an account of
his iatest {oray across the water in
July'’s monthiy meeting, but here is a
taste of the start of hie latest adven-
ture:-

Nowe didn't make it again! Our an-
nuzl zttempt to fly to Eure Disney was
onee apain frustrated by French bure-
aucracy. It was a real blow when we
received the refusal to fly to France
and thus a decision was made to trailer
over to Vigbon and use it as = base for
afew days Hying.

The diary of events reads as follows:-

Tussday 2000 Depart Swindon for
Dover Docks.

Wednesday 03.30 Whilst loading
onio the ferry the sinple decker bus
used for ferrving the passengerssits on
the car and writes i off.

Wednesday 05.00 The AA assures

re that AVIS will supply me with a
hire car plus fow bar and roof rack.

Wednesday 08.00 AVIS office opens
and advise me they ran out of cars the
previous night and haven't told
amyone.

02.00.00007 1 get oxrtr

get eniremely annoved
- car written off, holiday ruined, have
beenawake26hre AND.... AVIS have
run out of cars!

08.0£.59 Stop raving at AVIS

08.05 AVIS see problem and start to
sort things out.

11.30 Car arrives with tow bar and
rocf rack - things looking up.

12.30 Depart on ferry for Calais

1830 Get caught in traffic jam on
Paris peripherique {Paris's M25)

22.00 Arrive at Viabon and unicad
trailer.

22.30 Arrive at Hotel to discover the
booked room has been relet and there
are no vacanies.

22.30.0002 (Bit slower reaction time
now as I'm getting tired. I've been up
30 hours) I get annoyed.

2231 Another hotel is sorted out.

23.05 Arrive at new hotel to find res-
taurant shut five minutes ago.

23.05.0003 (Really slowing down
now) Get annoyed again .........

And the fiving hasn't begun vet. The
whole story will be revealed at the club
meeting on 21st July.

Ed. note: Full marks for persever-
ance Don. Can't wait to hear the rest
of 1!

Ground School 1993

e K Fiight - Fina! Report
By Bill Austin

I'm afraid the title makes this sound
like the Headmaster's end of term re-
port ("Must work harder next year™) -
but it Is not intended to be!

The final exams in Air Law and
Human Performance Limitations were
completed on 7th June with the aver-
age pass marks being 85% end 96%
respectively. No less than seven stu-
dents managed 100% passes in HPL.
For those of you stbistically minded
theaverage passmark forall examswas
88.4%. Unfortunately not everyone
was successful in all the exams but the
overall performance has been excel-
lent.

During the 13 sweeks of the course,
120 cans of drinic were consumed split
berween 17 cans of lager and 9% cans of
coke - thus just shows how careful and
responsibie fiyers (and drivers) are
these days.

We started off with 14 students of
whom two had decided not to take the
exarms, and we ended upwith one other
withdrawing from the course al-
together. I must say, though, that in the
later sessions we did miss Annabelle’s
smifing face in the front row - was it
something we said?

Keith Aveyardwas more unfortunate
than most in that he lasted the course
but was knocked off his motor-cycle
Justas he was due to take the Nav. and
Met. exam and then his emplover re-
quested his presence for a long week-
end immediately prior to the Air Law
and HPL exams. He still has to take
these three at sorne stage in the future
- lucky him!

Thanks are due to all the volunteer
instructors who gave willingly of their
time and to the students themsetves for
their perseverance and good humour
over the thirteen sessions. Hopefully



this course has given them a good start
totheir tlying traiming. Al they have to
.;o now 1s to select their training

d weather anf*
acmeve their licence and their * wings”.

Cut of Her Mind?

Ges Hatchet's sister Dorothy does
not sign herself ‘el Dotto” for nothing.
She has agreed to do a sponsored
parachute jump for MIND - the Nat.
Association for Mental Heaith. If she
can raise over £200 in sponsorship
money, the cost of the course will act
be deducted and all proceeds will go
to Mind. Ges asked if we could help
and we felt that the least we could do
was to donate the takings from this
month’s raffle. After all if Dorothy,
who admits to being a "terrified secre-
tary’, is prepared to make the jump
then the least we can do is to give
generously - who knows when we
might ourselves be in need of such
heip?

Time - please!

s By Barbara Austin

Concerning our regular monthly
meting, whyisit that the programmed
event is starting ever later and later?
Originally Club meetings sere 7.30
pm. for 8.00 pm. which left time for
people to socialise afterwards. Since
the business section takes at least ff-
teen minutes this would still mean
that no speaker would begin before
8.15 pm. and most latecomers {even
DR) can usually 'make iY' by then
Any memberwhochoosesto go flying
instead because= cause ‘it’s a fine,
sunny evening is exermsms histher
own free choice and the rest of the
Club should not be held to ransom
Please make your views known to the
Committee. 1vote we start promptly-
at 8.00 pm.

P.S. Those of youwho did not get to
Hartpury missed a good event.

ihan k:b should speciaily go to john

amer and Dennis Beale for pravid-
mg eir caravans; to Johr Morris for
being an. ever willi mg Jack-of-all-
t; advg to Di. Hayes for her refresh-
ment stand with aH that this entailed
and also to the above mentioned
Johns for setting up the landing strip
without which there would not have
keenan event at all.

P.P.S. Don’tyouthinkit'sabout time
you stopped going to France Don?
Do you think the Fates are trying to
tell you something???

VERY ADVANCE
NOTICE!

¢ By John Morris

If only to avoid total humiliation, we
have declined an invitation tc me=t
the Aeralite Club in a ten-pin bowling
match. However we have arranged a
skittles maich for Friday 26th Novem-
ber - more details nearer the time.

oL Pe i
o ! ~omare
ioie was 2 most vnmf‘éﬁk e occasion

last time despite heated claims from
both sides of manipulation of the
scoreboard. As they won {or rather
we losti0 vour Commitiees will con-
sider training for members in skittles
and/or creative scoring to be held in,
say, October?

Ed. note: Scrry John, I can’t omit
the last sentence from the copy of
Airscrewv that goes o Aerolite - un-
iess JHean do something creative

with tipex when he’s photoco-
>N

rFing.....?)

Hartpury’93

s By Bill Austin

Two gloriously sunny davs spentin a
generously cow-patted fleld resulted
in a healthytan. Perhaps that sums up
the weelk-end of 56th June at Hart-
pury College.

vv«. xas COCO DOl ULaT o \.,\.,ubv\.,
would "cura btmp for us SO it was with
some curiosity that Barbara and T -
booked officially as the "static display’
machine - took off from Woolstone at
10.45am on Saturday morning with
Barbara as P1. The flight across was
bumpy and the visibility could have
been better but we found the College
without any trouble. Justas we arrived
overhead the "strip” we spied the local
Red Arrow look-alike below us on fi-
nals to what locked like a tractor track
across a field with a windsock in .
Thatwas the runway and it confirmed
cur decision on landing direction so
down we went. Coming in across the
iake was interesting because just when
you didn't need it you encountered
sink (a question of sink or fly so to
speak!). However the wind was
playing a few tricks and at the last
minute forced Barbara to the right of
the 'runway on to the rough ground.

Thanksto the Alpha’s magnificent sus-
pension, we really did not notice the
bumpy ground. When we arrived at
the parking area we were told to get a
bucket of water and wash “it’ {or should
it have been **it} off before it dried.

Locking over our shouldersat the back
wheels, spats and suspension, it was
obvicus that we had found the largest
and juiciest cow pats in the fleld while
landing and it was now slowly dripping
off the aircraft!

Having 'washed and brushed up’ we
settled to await the opening of the
Open Day and the arrival (hopefully)
of otker aireraft. We weren't disap-
pointed and at one point during the
afterncon had nine aireraft on the
ground at the same time. A roaring
trade in air experience flights began at
about 3.30 pm. despite initially trying
to limit it to really interested aviators,
and confinued right up to 3.00 pm.
Tom Themson and John Hamer
seemed to spend more time in the air
than on the ground with Tom tzking
children cnly as conditions of Lift for
two adults on his aircraft were margi-
nal. Other pilots were also busy Py mg
but o a lesser degree. Barbara and 1
finaily flew out at 8.00 pm. with me in
the front seat for a smooth 20 minute
flight to Woolstone.

OnSundayweagain flew to Hartpury
at about the sarme time with me as P1.
this time ihe wind was more 2ross on



the runway and favoured landing from
the East - the opposite of the day be-
fore. We landed safely at 11.15 am.
and were joined some time later by
John Hamer in the Mini Max. At this
sarly hour it was evident that flying
was going to be more than difficult due
to the increasing cross-wind. No
other aircraft appeared until after 2.30
pm. and by that time the wind was
really in a mischievous mood. Ap-
proaches were with the aireraft pomt-
ing almost 45 degrees off the line of
the runway with a lot of low level tur-
hulence. One Club member landed at
the third attempt by banging the air-
craft on to the ground reminiscent of
landing on an aircraft carrier. Two
other members tried three times and
on the last attempt almost succeeded
in impaling the windsock on the air-
craft pods, finmally departing - very
wisely - to go back to base. Needless
to say we gave no flights at all on Sun-
day despite having nine aircraft there
again.

Finally at 7.00 pm. we flew out - this
time with Barbara in the front seat -
and hadasmooth flight bome via Led-
bury, the northern tip of the Malverns
and Detfford,
changing fuel tanks in mid-air - reach
back, turn fuel tap, put hands in
praying position and hope you con-
tinue o hear the noise of the engine.
This is the one time when you are
actually pleased to hear the noise of
the engine! Cur landing at Weolstons
was uneventfulapart from the fact that
Vic Booth had cut the grass in our
absencs.

Onbothdays, D Haqes drove in with
a van full of table, chairs, barbeque,
burgers and sausages which she pro-
ceeded tocook and sell toanyone who
came within range - no, she didn't
cock the table, chairs or tarbeque!
She made a small profit on this enter-
prise and that, together with cash do-
nations made by grateful passengers
in the alreraft, is being sent to a hos-
picewith the compliments of the Club.

We enjoved the weekend but it re-
mains to be seen whether all cur PR
work resuits in any new members.

One-first” for us was

Flying the Mini Max

@ By John Hamer

The Mini Max has one very serious
disadvantage, you car’t take someone
with you to show them just how well it
flies, and they think you're shooting a
line when you try to tell people how
well the little aircraft performs. Mind
you cne of the reasons that it flies so
wellisthereisn’t the ballast in the back
holding you back! That is the Hrst
thingyou noticewhenyou cpen up the
power for take off. The little aircraft
just surges forward. In a matter of
yards you push the stick forward and
the tail comes up. By the time this
happens and the aircraft is at a level
attitude it is already leaving the
ground - all in a matter of about 50
yrds. There islittle tendency to deviate
off the straight and nmarrow and any
wanderings are scon corrected bythe
powerful rudder. Compared {c a flex-
wing, visibility over the nose is re-
stricted particularly on lining up for
take off, but there issuificient visibility
past the the side of the cowiing . to
make departures from the narrowest
of strips uneventful Once in the air
the aircraft cimbs rapidly. Surprising-
tv the best rate of climb is achieved by
keepmg the nose down initially to let
the speed build up to 6¢ mph then just
easing the stick back slightly to reduce
the speed to 35 mph. At this speed the
rate of climb achieved will be over
1000 ftymin, but with the aircraft in a
refatively level attituds. If on take off
you haul back on the stick and point
the aireraft skywards, you will end up
on the other side of the drag curve and
the rate of climb at best is 300 ft/min
at 33mph. Pitch control is responsive
without being twitchy and with the
electric trim the aireraft can be fown
hands off at any spexd. Optimum
cruising speed seems to be about 35-
60 mph at 5060-5200 rpm, but “fire-
walling’ the engine wili achieve 33
mph 1n level flight.

Cvmnarwi to a flexs mg, visibility
from this mid wing arcraft is lirtted,
and to see anything under the wing
requires you to move it out the way,
but thisis $o so easy. The roll response
can only be described as magical with
45 to 45 in less than 1 secs with the

minimal use of stick force - real fighter
stutf. This is due to the full span ale-
rons which give the aircraft positive
and rapid response to all control in-
puts throughout the speed ranges. As
a differential mechanism has been in-
corporated in the aileron circuit, there
is not much adverse yaw at low angles
of bank and thus little or no rudder is
required. The rudder i3 a very power-
ful control on this aircraft and being
constantly iz the propwash is most
positive, giving the aircraft a useful
sideslip and the abilify to kick out drift
at a late stage on landing. The rudder
also comes mto play in steep turns,
with the bottorn rudder holding the
aireraft info the turn, while the aile-
rons prevent the airceraft overbanking,
and the elevators/throttle controlling
the radius of the turn. Due to the large
power margin the engine providesand
lifty wings, very very tight turns can be
achieved, easily tighter than any flex-
wing. The stall characteristics are in-
teresting, power off the aircraft really
has to be provoked and then with a
high nose attitude, it merely mushes
away after a bit of dithering giving you
plenty of warning that airspeed is
minimal ie 3} mph at the break. The
power onstall can only be achisved at
what 1 call reaily sxlw angles of atti-
tude. This is real prop haugmg stuff,
for the speed is down to 25 mph and
the aircraft only really wants to mush
away. However if provoked from here,
the aircraft will really drop away but
any tendency tc drop a wing and spin
is easily and very quickiy corrected
with the powerful rudder. The real
problem is to get the throttle shut
quickly to prevent overspeeding in the
ensuing dive. Diving the aireraft to
Vaeof 100 mph is a non event but you
have to watch the engine rpm which
unlike a flexwing reaily does windmill
up. If throttled back to 3000 rpm and
then dived the engine will wind up to
over 6004 rpm by the time the aircraft
reaches 100 rpm.

The clean design and low wing load-
ing of the Mini Max means that it is
also a good “glider” with a minimum
rate of descent of about 200 fi/min at
55 mph - this compares with 350 &t/min
of a flexwing at optimum glide. The
'disadvantage’ of this good glide is that
landing approauh speeds need to be
accurate and low {43mph) if long
fleaty landings are to be avcided. The
round out is mc‘"r for the nose comes



up obscuring forward vision making &
three point landmng quite difficult if 2
bounce is to be avoided, and even
without suspension the aercplane re-
ally does bounce. Fortunately it seems
to be able to take this rough treat-
ment. The three point landing is es-
sential in cross winds for despite the
powerful tail the aircraft will tend to
weathercock as the speed reduces.
Thetaiithusneeds ic be down as scon
2s possible fo maintain directional
control. Once down the landing roll 1s

short and can be shortened even fur-
ther with the powerful brakes to less
than 50 vrds. Because of the limited
visibility over the nose taxiing requires
vou toweave {o prevent running things
over, and turning needs anticipation
as the turning circle is not as good as
the flexwing.

One nice thing about the Mini Max
is the 'working’ environment of the
cockpit, for gone are the bulky suits
and ploves. This is definitely a shirt
sleeve environment even when the

outside air temperature is compara-
tively coid. The disadvantape of this
insulated atmosphere is that without
the wind pressure on your body/face,
you need to be constantly checking air-
speed and you are even more keenly
aware of the engine note Wwhich signals
changes in airspeed.

In summary, this is a powerful little
aireraft that is a delightful, fun machine
to fiy - just a pity I can't take vou for a
flight to show you

ADVERTISEMENTS

¢ RavenX-GMNVP ~

Excellent condition. One careful
owner since new. Regularly serviced
Always hangared fully rigged.
Easy to fiv - very light controls.

ed, white, blue with Union J.ack
tail fin.
Good value at £2995
Excellent frst wo-seal micrcligh

Robbie Keene Tel 0452 414975,

a

& Flash Il Alphs 503

G-MVBN

Excellent condition - long range
tank

Full instrumentation - batfery
charger/regulator/strobes.
Newton prop. - and loads more.
Hangared at Don Law's.

{Going three-axis)

Tel 0367.241404

& Pegasus XLSE

G-MTSN

New permit

Many extras - carb. heat
Froot wheel braks

Al ooRdiTon - £325%0
Tel. Graham Barton

8453523504
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Severn Valley anxo~mm:« Club

“ Hembership Lis 11 Hay
No Name €/nase Mem No Home Tel No Hork Tel No fddress Street Town County A/C Reg  R/C Type Licence R/T BMAA No Hrs Insurance F
1 Arthur Grahan 13 0242 522754 253 Hatherley Road Cheltenhas, ; Glos, G-MTGB  Thruster F Y 2055 140 Y P
2 Austin Barbara & Bill {74 0242 515064 Sheldon Battledown Approach, Cheltenhan Glos B-M4RA  Flash eA F Y 3219 350 Y 4
3 Avelyard Keith 236 0452 382253 43 Denmark Road Gloucester BL1 3R p
4 Beale Dennis 192 0452 750424 0443 224701 The Cottage Hartlands Hill Hinsterworth Bles GLe 8JY G-HNGM  Flash | R Y 3527 3k y P
3 Bedford Paul 61 0242 221491 7 Howard m_omm Ashchurch Gardens quxmmccsw Glos G-HMHP  Deaon 2398 18 o
6 Bennett L 265 0433 759876 4 Ferndale ncwmmmmm cwnﬁasw Road Hhiteshil Stroud, 6los
7 Bircher K 266 0452 830783 Pinewood Hay Hill rcsmzaum Gloucester G-HIPA Flash 2R y
8 Booth Vic & Marie 156 0242 583338 111 New Barn Lane Prestbury, Cheltenhan BL52 3LR G-HITF  Wi-6 F y 336 300 Y ]
9 Cafful John 133 0452 700565 Pound House, 33 Corsend Road, Hartpury Glos G-MNGH  Flash 1 Y 3854 64 p
10 Cale Trevor 217 0684 564685 ORBA 564685 24 Wilton Road Barnards Green Malvern WRi4 3RH G-V Pegasus @ y 1708 3 Y p
11 Christie John 121 0432 B30141 0452 712795 10 The Brasleys, ra:vzoum. Gloscestershire £EE 9 F
i2 Cole Ken 81 0452 A14374 0452 27051 14 Tunacre, :mmdsm-. Gloucester / 6-MNTS Flash & F Y 135 3% p
13 Cole George 93 0331 5744 0531 5744 58 The Homend, Ledbury Herefordshire MR8 1BT G-WNBR  Flash 2 F Y 293 90 Y
{4 Cotton Phil 115 0242 680581 0242 221221 School House, Church Lane, The Leigh, Nr Glos G-MTHO nmmmwcm i F M7 9 Y g
15 Cox Malcolas 0 0367 241404 0235 463289 32 The Pines Faringden Oxen G-MI  Goldwing F Y 243 170 Y p
i6 Dance J 248 0242 675823 02423333 97 Gretton Road Gotherington Cheltenhas Glos GLGe 40U Rans m y £
17 Davies Colin 8 0331 820933 Rose Cottage, Hooks Lane, Upleadon, Newent 6 MR Typhoon Y 4007 180 B
18 Davis John 260 0451 850214 Hawling Manor Fara Hawling 1eltenhas blos F
19 Dobson filan eal 0981 540185 Hunters rca%m Horaelow Hereford HR2 8EQ B MHEHl Pegasus @ y y 100 y p
20 Drake Bruce 237 0452 A15762 Deans Walk Inn Deans HWalk Gloucester : G-MINH- Flash 2 y 2013 20 y 4
21 Duncanson Neil a2 023573426 40 Hoodhil Drive Grove . Dxon x12 ODF G-HYAS Flash @A N N 2277 18 Y m
&2 Evans lan 13 0684 275727 0684 310003 Woodhalls, Lincoln Breen Lane Tewkesbury ,Glos 6120 5585 G-MBYD Lazair F Y 813 150 Y :
23 Frost Novraan 123 0432 863777 87 Boverton Drive, Brackworth, Glos 6L3 4BS G-HNVL . Medway % pint Y 3399 48 p
ah Barrett David 266 0BBS 400226 0BABS 483376 Cimarron High Orchard, Pencorbe, Herefordshire 6_MHX0 Flash 2A 1422 36 y p
25 Gilaore L 1999 0793 729238 39 East Drive Blunsdon Abbey ° Swindon GN2 4DP G-MHJ0  Pegasus Q F Y 1999 &5 Y B
26 Gilmore Brian 0 0452 740679 0453 810451 10 Paynes Meadows Whitainster . Blos 6-MIGB  Thruster F Y ¢nn 3 Y p
27 mozm: Colin 239 0331 820137 Hooks Lane, tpleadon Newent, Glos m
28 Bould Gordon 3 0242 221992 (242 221992 7 The mnw==m~ Hilleourt Roau Cheltenhaa BL32 3JX B-MNTR  Shadow F Y 235 65 Y
29 Hamer John 94 0452700 314 0242 333620 nw«mccxm Cottage, Hartpury, : Glos G-HVCF  Flash &n F Y 2150 850 Y p
30 Hannaa Clifford 190 0594 842729 0242 228454 2 Forest Road Lydney . Blos G-MNYK Flash 2 F 36 Y p
31 Hart Peter 262 0594 564348 0594 564348 Trade Minds Lansdown Hack | Bream, Lydney Glos p
32 Hatchett Ges 209 0432 414992 0452 331335 A4l, Myrtle Close, Robinswood, ‘ Gloucester, 6L4 9YP 6-HNDD  Sorcher 2672 14 p
33 Rinds Bob 103 0394 516856 The Staure, Newnhax, Gles G-HTHO Pegasus XL F 3174 80 Y p
34 Houlihan Tim 254 0452 720804 0454 617777 18 The Causeway Quedgeley Glourester 6L2 6LD Y p
33 John Andrew 180 038 689 €29 038 689 217 Conderton Chase Tewkeshury Glos G-MTHZ Flash én F y 2029 195 Y p
36 Jones bi 263 0G94 516215 0452 425616 Hither Brome Dean Road Newnhaa Glos p
37 Keene Robbie 81 0452 414975 0452 21014  Over Fara Righnas, ) Glos G-HNUP  Raven F Y 1887 500 Y p
38 Law Don 185 (793 740854 0793 790052 14 a=1=amwu. Chiseldon, Swindon SN4 OLH B-MTRD Flash £h F Y 33z moo Y 4
39 Lewis Dave a2 0242 680202 Copse Green Fara, Elastone Hardwiche, Cheltenhar, Glos G-MBHE Eaple F Y 2ime 713 Y [
A0 Lewis Peter 0 0242 676819 11 fshfield Close Bishops Cleeve Cheltenhas 6los BL3Z 4L6 Rans Coyote r
41 Lindley Keith 216 02h2 232464 0242 583100 26 Belland Drive Cheltenhas Glos G-HVAD Flash 2 F Y 892 144 Y p
42 ruoﬂa Rdrian 125 0885 482504 24 Lower Westfields, Broayard, Herefordshire G-MV1Z Flash en F Y 318 35 Y [
43 Millar David 128 0527 893382 0537 402144 Orchard House, Saubpurne ffark, Sambourne, Harks, B96 6PE G-MNJB  Raven X F Y 1285 70 Y iy
44 Miller John 210 0451 60456 0452 207307 Merryread Haselton, Eheltenhas, blos. GLG4 4EB G-MVAR  Flash 2 1420 3t e
43 Morris John 0 0432 780406 0242 €21311  Redberry House nmum1~m< Glos 2 £
46 HMunro-Hunt John 215 0885 410452 ,csmwumzm«cs_, Thornbury, Nr Broayard, Herefordshire, G-MNUWW  Flash 2 F 3180 170 Y o
47 Paton Alan 37 0989 750739 1 Lea Villa Park Lea foss on Hye Hereford HR9 7LA F
48 Payne Chris 2hb 0905 £8B26 0527 21088 37 Teme Road Horcester . HR4SAH G-MNIL. mmste F 2349 60 y F
49 Penny/Ruck Tony / Val 89 0594 510348 0432 411010 =cH_N Tree uwmom_ Lower Olderoft, - Nr Lydney, Glos G-HTTM Flash 2A F Y 2360 578 Y r
30 Read Dave a3 0531 650245 0242 673361 Cropthorne, Brogesberrow Heath, Ledbury G-MHUV  Sprint F Y 1986 y r
3 zom@xm Dave 238 0594529208 Did Cone House flvington Ludney Glos BLIS 6AD p
ac Ru Mm Gavin eda 00943530038 0394530408  No | Bungalow St Briavels Fara St Briavels Nr Lydney, Glos 2 r
33 Geddon-Harvey  Jonathan 232 098965422 0432 358171 Penyard Stables Heston Under Fenyard floss on Hye Hererfordshire G MHIR Pegasus Q Y 233 75 Y £
34 Steade David 221 0905 820598 0905 734624 1B Brookend Lane, xm.qwm<_ Horcester, Hereford & Worcester G-MVER Flash 2 F Y 4183 RO Y m
39 Tandy Steve 2h3  0A52 813060 0452 521819 Appleshaw, Cheltenhas Road, Pitcheorbe, Stroud, Glos G-MiMJ  Quasar y 4010 70 y
96 Taylor Mark 264 0452 504795 4¢ Meadowleaze Longlevens Gloucester GLe o : £
97 Tayler Jig 0 0989 63866 0242 228454 Starry Way Cherry Tree Lane, Bulls Hill, Ross on Hye G-MNUS  Flash 2 Y 333k 95 Y E
58 Thomson/ Hayes Tom & Di 0 0432 890759 0568 616642 Clatter msw Yarkhill Hereford HRL 38T G-MVXM Medway Kaven F 3337 100 Y P
39 Hales Annie 98 045276 341 Spring Bank Cottage, New Rd, Flaxlay, Newnhas, Glos t
60 Hales Chris 146 0432 760493 Hawthorn Cottage, Popes Hill, Nennhan, Glos G-hT20 Flash A F Y E£EE 300 Y [
61 Hatson David 181 0432 421376 10 Gimson Close Tuffley Gloucester Pegasus KL £
62 Hetb Richard 148 OADZ 24331 0432 3943B5 32 Hendal Rd, Gloucester £Le OND G-MHCI  Sprint Y 394 43 Y [
63 Hells Ed 233 0452 B30931 0452 426238 Glastonbury Fare Clifford Mesne Newant Glos GL1G1JS Y [
64 Hhistance Stuart 39 0885 483803 Hetherings, Edvin Loach, Broryard, Herefordshire HR74FP P-WVJE Flash & F Y £G8l4 300 Y [
65 HWillians D 61 0594 810116 0452 308388 Ventora Clays Road Sling Coleford 1
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News Views and Crewrcom Gossip

Insurance

Members are reminded that the
third parfy insurance with Cass Ste-
phenswasdue forrenewalon 12th July
and whiist it 18 a0t 2 legal requirement

t the moment, it s a Club require-
ment if you wish to use the airfield.
Incidentally there is an alternative

PR vayenre st B ANl
LTIEE =07 W GER

party insurancs, 'a.i"f._.
Lees Preston Fairy. Their policie

underwritien by L'ov s and seem
more competitive than Cass Stephens.
For more information ring Netl D‘r‘ﬁ-
man - 071-431-4391. It is hoped to ar-
rangs for him to visit the club some-
time to explain all the various policies

they have on offer for micrclighters.

o
os; are ¢

Crowded Alrwaves

» By Biil Austin
Aore and more voices are to be
heard on the air in the Severn Valley

rea. The radic course swhich started
last December cams to & fnish a fow
months ago bui 1 have only recently
been abls to dissouer that thev zli
passed. Congratulations to Trevor
i six .L"i =
Peter Lewis &

e

vl j_.‘l"“h
and Jim Ta . Than

aiso to Steve Hender for his patience
znd tuition arvd to Jenny Lyonq for
examining the 'famous five’ and allow-
ﬂ'zo ustouse Sta -erton Flying School's
acilities.

Dates for the Diary

- .
% Treasure Hunt

at Woolstone on Saturday 24th July.
Pilot briefing 5.3¢pm. Besu.- b.bt)pm
Tel Tom Thomson #4372 °‘3*‘lf§;54_

L AP

& Dunkeswell

welcome. Airfield info tel
9104.).

5 A

Oﬁ

# PRAF Lyneham
Fly in on Satur

tails from Den Lu

0793 790052.(F)

14th August.
- (793 '44.'054?@’3

2 Aviation 93 show

rton, Nottingham on
”“’3rd 3n.zgw..s?:. A Lcw..r

.A-CLU dz u m
tor ‘UISJOI‘S.

2 Flyin Milson

i1 ?th September.
T}:us axrnelc‘. is Adrian Lloyd's home-
base - near Tenbury Falls.

There is a main northfsouth strip
with sast/west if necessary. There will
te light aircraft as well as microlights
and there 1S a Ou:d chance of grub -

Adrian assures mel

For fruther detafls tel. Adrian Liovd
on “x& 4.5”‘0 L

% BMAA AGM/ Trade Fair

Telford on Sunday 24th October.
Club Yeets:
AUGUST:

Insurance Talk by Neil Dr
Lees Preston Fairy - foil
slideftape show on Nat
\fimeu‘_% Washington USA..

EMBER:

Morris Lubricants on engine cils

CCTOBER:
Trevor Cale - Trip to Romania.

Fairford Air Show

The RAF are celebrating thar

Subw to be held at Fairiord on
24thf25th July, As a result a large

(D
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amount of airspace around the airfield
is being clos d off not only for the
show itself but elso in the days leading
up to the event. If you are thinking of
venturing anywhere near that area
during the period concerned you are
recommended to read AIC 103/93 or
you could phone Don Law for infor-
mation. {0793 790052, 0793 740854)

Evening Glider Flights

If anvone is interested in experien-
cing the thrill of a glider flight, Adrian
Lloyd is offering to run parties for not
less than six people on a Thursday
evening at Shobdon airfield. You may
fly in or arrive by road and the costwill
be £26 per person, (a reduction from
the normal price of £23) Will thosein-
terested please contact Adrian on
0885.482504.

Technical Failures

There have been a number of engine
proviems vxperineed i recent wesks
by various mernbers and zll have 2
common theme - basically a break-
down of the coil system in the ignition
circuit. Tws of the problems have re-
lated to breakdown of the HT coils - a
problem according to Rotax not often
seen, while ancther two relate to the
generator coilitself which has suffered
overheating. This latter problem has
been the subject of a technical bulletin
not so long ago. Members can easily
checic the state of the coil without tak-
ing everything to bits. Anyone who
wishes to know how to do it and has
lost the bulletin can contact John
Hamer for the information. In addi-
tion the bulletin recommended re-
moving the shorting link to be found
on some Mainair machines.

What the Press Says

Ewven FI ight International is now in—
“h‘vth-* hi-u'.a;tg-_ PSind '-'117"1'115'!"1"__" -J =34

notas main features. The recent prob—
lems of British microlights act being

allowed to fiy in France, whilst French
aireraft can visit Britain has reached
the notice of Roger Bacon for he
writes in his column this weelk:-

"What is the difference between a
microlight and un avion ulira- leger?
You're right. Nothing 2t all - except
that it’s OK for an "avion ultra-leger'to
fly across water from the East, but not
for a microlight to fly across it from the
West”

He also had another dig at the auth-
orities on behalf of microlightersin the
following pisce which appeared at the
same time:

Puddiejumper: "Excuse me. We
want to have our pienic at the big field
down the road from your big airfield.
Is that OK?"

Gen Strike:” No, that will be most

inconvement. Ycu'll fill up cur air-

space.
Puddiejumper:"Oh,no. We promise
we'll keep low, and only approach
down one ht*xa corridor. W° won't be
any trouble.”

Gen Strike:" But that field conflicts
with our ILS zpproach - could be very
dangerousin bad weather, that!"

Puddlejumper: " Er, excuse me..
Ever seen a microlight flying in a
thundersiorm..?"

Whilst still on the subject of the
press, one of our members r°ccr't1y
managed to feature on TV, the radio
and the papers without actually either
lalling himself, other pecple or da-
maging anything. (No he dida't even
have to fall out of the sky

and survive this time to make the
news) So how did he do it? Well John
Hamer of Mini Max fame was ap-
proached bythe PFA tcdoabitof PR
for the recent Wroughion Rally on the
basis of a story that local boy builds
aircraft in shed at his home and flies
into rally. Following John's agree-
ment, Gloucestershire Radio did an
interview that went out on the Friday
morning of the rally. Thiswas followed
by Ceniral South TV who visited his
homs and filmed him flving for a five
minuteslorthat night on the 6.30 news.
Not to be cutdone the local paper in-
cluded a half page article the following
week featuring his home building ex-
cloits Asif that wasn't enough, obser-
vant readers of this month's Micro-
light Flying will have noficed that
John'saircraft’s cockpit features in the

article on the Popham Trade Fair, as
well as bemng used by the agent to sell
Mini Maxs themselves. Readers will
also notice in the same article that Bill
Vinton and Cliff Hannam’s mini Max
also stars. Bill also appeared with the
-model on the Central South news fea-
ture mentioned above, during which
he wwas recognised by a viewer as the
long lost godfather to their son. Asa
result of his brief TV appearance he
has been back 1n contact with his
friendsafter 17 years. Readers of Flyer
magazine will have noticed that JH's
aircraft was also pictured in last
meonth's magazine in an article on Po-
pham. He obviously made a hit there
as well.

Sleap Fly-in Report

@& By Tom Thomson

On 72nd May, two microlights from
SVMC attended the 50ih cmwersa'},f
fly-in at Sleap airfield, north of
Shrewsbury. This aerodrome, pro-
nounced ‘Slape’ was built in 1943 as
the home of a Whitley bomber CGTU,
mox.gn now the home of the Shrop-
shire Aero Club, who made us most
welcome as the only two flexwings to
fiy in on that day. We received com-
memorative stickers and rosettes and
enjoyed displays by a Mosquito,
Wessex helicopter and the Daily Ex-
press Aerobatic Team.

We then flew to Ollerton airfield
near Stafford to meet Gordon Faul-
kener, whom many of you will know,
and finally home through some light
showers. & very enjoyable day's fly-
ing, spending some four hours in the
air visiting new airfields, meeting new
people and renewing old aguaintan-
ces.

Hartpury Open Day

The well supparted Hartpury fly-in
on Sth and 6th June raised no less than
£45 from barbeque and donations for

rial flights, and thiswas donated to St

Michzel's s Hospice on behalf of



SVMC Thanks to Di Hayes for her
organisation of the barbeque.

Wroughton - A
homebuilder’s journey to
Mecea

e By John Hamer

The PFA rally represents the annual
gathering of homebuilders and the
Mecca where builders show off their
latest creations. It is to this place that
every homebuilder aspires to take his
new "baby and the ultimate achieve-
ment being to fiy it there.

Lastyear my aircraft made it there as
an uncovered airframe, this year after
a total of just under two years effort,
on Friday Znd July I achieved that ul-
timate goal - arrival by air in one’sown
creation.

The original plan was actually to fly
there on the Saturday, as the RAF had
contrived not to allow people into
their airspace which surrcunded
Wroughton until 1300 hrs on the Fri-

day. As [ wanied to be there before

then, it looked as though an early
morning sortie on the Saturday was
the more feasible, particularly as the
weather locoked more favourable for
that day than the Sunday.

In the event, plans were quickly
changed when Central South TV
wanted to do a feature on me and the
aircraft as part of the PR for the rally.
The only time they could make it was
Friday morning, so thoughts of being
at Wroughton early were shelved. As
it turned out the weather at Catsbury
that morning was ideal for flying and
showing the little aircraft off in front
of the camera.

Filming was completed by midday,
thus it seemed only sensible now to fiy
to Wroughton, after all the aircraft
was already sitting at the back door}

Theiourney itself proved more inter-

scting than at first anticipated, for al-

‘;;J.'—_“—.-%E,LL 3 i::h‘\':}' wemn el in the Se-
vern valley, up on the Cotswolds a dif-
ferent story was to be found to the
where 1 was going. The view from a
Mini Max is somewhat more restricted

than a flexwing and thus map reading

T
2Xenl DRI I WSS §
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isjust that much harder, although you
can change maps and read joimngin-
structionswithout them blowing away!

Initially I tuned the radio to
Wroughton ATIS - nothing! As I
hadn't really fully tested the radio in-
stallation thus I suspected I had a
problem. In the event the ATIS didn’t
come on line until the airfield opened
at 1300hrs, by which time I was at
Swindon after just 30 minutes flying.
There was a tailwind, but the little air-
craft was galloping along. It then took
aslong to godownto Membury service
station and back to Wroughton. Mem-
bury was the eniry point to the
Wroughton ‘racetrack’ approach sys-
tem. This system was essentizlly de-
signed to get people sorted into two
lines approaching the airfield itself
The slower aircraft following the
southern side of the motorway and
landing on the grass, while the faster
craft took the northern side. There
was a large T at the service station
itself which confirmed the runway in
useand thus in theory it was a question
of keeping station with the awrcraft in
front and flying along the motorway
and following him into land - except
that I could see that he wasn't sure
where he was going in the murk but 1
had really no option but to follow him
as overtaking is frowned on. Event-
ually the runway came into view and I
followed him into land. What 1 had
ignored was this airfield was very ex-
posed and the wind was directly across
and even slightly a tail wind. This re-
sulted in not the tidiest of landings as
directional stability was lost at the last
moment. I was however, down and in
one piece after the longest flight to
date in the aircraft. There then fol-
lowed the longest taxy that I've had, ie
right round the edge of the airfield.
There seemed to be marshalls every-
shere and I was guided into the home-
built microlight park which was domi-
nated by Shadows, and the odd MW. 1
was the first of three Mini Mazes to
arrive.

The return trip was no less exciling,
for the stiff crosswind had by now
foreed a change of runway direction.
Fortunately by the time [ decided to go
home in the early evening,departures
were limited so 1 didn’t have long to
wail to iake off. Once again the stiff
crosswind caught me unawares which
resulted in me taking off more across
the runway than along it. Forfunately

the mircraft’s remarkable short take off
performance meant I could get it into
the air quickly and sort out the direc-
tional problem with the ailerons. Re-
fuelling policy at Wroughton meant
that I couldn't pick up any fuel and
thus the run home was marred by
repetitive fuel consumption/endur-
ance calculations into the headwind
that was prevailing as well as peering
through the gloom. Onceoverthe Cot-
swold edpe the visibility improved dra-
matically and the run home was then
uneventful being done in exactly an
hour. The fuel? - I ended up with five
litresleft givingme a fuel burn of about
8 litres an hour for the total journey.

I didn't fly to Wroughton the follow-
ing day, I went by road to avoid the
traffic jam, and how right I was. As |
pulled up et the entrance to the show
- the commentator announced that
there were 14 aircraft on finals - there
was only one car in front of me, I now
knesw [ was right to come by road.

Rans Report

& From: Peter Lewis and John
Dance

The past few weeks have been spent
building wing frames, fitting aileron
controls,assembling wing struts and
also building and covering the ailerons
and flaps. The wing frames were
problems but the ailerons and flaps
were another story. The siruts sup-
plied as cut to size all required fo be
*adjusted’ individually to align the as-
semnblies and to make the pre-sewn
skins fit tightly - very time consuming.
However, the main assemblies are
now complete and the jobin handisto
stick the thing together.

By the time this report has been
printed we expect that the aircraft will
be ready for the first inspection be the
PFA examiner. The Schedule of In-
spection lists seventeen stages to be
cleared at the second visit, when the
aircraft is coversd and complete. If
everything is satisfactory, the first
flight cen then go ahead. We are ob-
viously very much looking forward to
this event but at this time we are not
prepared to hazard a guess as to when
it will take place.



2 MAINAIR Flash |

Available to responsible person
Based at Over

Recent permit

Bargain price £1950

Includes pre-paid hangarage at
Ovwer till April '95(Yes, 19951}
GR

Consider sale of complete ma-
chine at £3200 c.n.o.

For details, tel. Dennis Beale
Home 0452.750.242

Work 0443,224771

or John Caffull 0452.700565

ADVERTISING

2 HELMET BAGS

Made to order for Flash I] and

Alpha.

With two side pockets - £33,
=l Adrian Lloyd

0335.482504

or Gay Nesbit

(584.561822
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Ceredigon Fiying Club

Fiy.in

@ Fri. sth/Sun sth August.

Although there have not been many
goed flying days sinee the last meeting,
{which meg-at ancther postponerment
of the Trezsurs Hunt) Fridey August
6th sew 13 microlights assersbls at
Hardwick te fly to the mnaugural meet-
ing of the Ceredigion Fiving Club at
Newquay on the Welsh coest. You
can imagine the excitement of the or-
ers who had worked very hard to
sir m ready for this event, when
ali these aireraft in the cireuit.
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Later in the evening, Club members
Alan Dobean snd Jonathan Seddarn-
HMzrvey drrived from their st'ﬁp ELYUr
Hereford and with 2 few local u'mrs,

the parmng area was crowded on the

” P Jp
iy \.-L«'Jﬂ? emn

bar, teas ete. This demonstrates what
can be done by a few hard working
enthusiasts with spots on local radio,
posters circulated as far as 35 rmiles
aroundthe area, and only 2 reasonable
day’sweather.

As a footnote, this airfieid has now
becn lost o PowerGen as asite for a
wind farm with the last fly-in some
time in ptm:nCeh If you'd Like t
come alonc and fly over some specza—
cular Welsh scenery, watch this space!

Fly-ins

2 21/22 August
Aviation 93

Tollerton Airfield
Nottingham.

@ SaL 21st August

T‘:ie avernt

lasting from 2 pm. - 11 pm. will ineluds

Aug ’st at tb ir a’rriéld

TR

Gordon Gould

7 The Spinney

Hillcourt Road

Cheltenham

GL32 3JX i

live music and a barbeque. The event
is a PR do for the Tetbury Chamber
0; Cormmerce who su pjv‘ rted the air-

ield, aswell asa rooney ratsir ng dao for

local charity. There will be an ad-
mission charge of .&'4 0 b there wall

be no landing feesat ah over
kend. Thoss "onsif‘wi g fiying in
shicuid contact :
- the sircuit |
BMAS guide. A phone call for in-
structions is requested for those com-
ing non-radic.

® 28/29 August
SVMC Treasure Hunt
Woolstone - Pilot briefi ‘g 4.00 om.
Bring a 1/4 mil map of arez and
scale ruler.
[f anyone wanis to make a day of it,

we can arrange to fly to Shobdon,
returning for the evening Treasure
Hunt

i r‘g kinaly otfered
to host this at hze sirip near Newn-
Siswelcome from



2.0 pm. onwards - with swimmers es-
pecially welcome!!

Ed. Note. No, no joke - Bobhasa

beautiful pool which many of us have
enjoyed swimming in in previcus 'real’
sumrmers!

Details from Bob Tel ($594.516256.

e 11/12th September

Milson Fly-in

Runway 36/18450by 15m. plus slope
at northern end.

LAND FROM SOUTH ONLY

(For microlights only there will be a
small East/West 200 m. strip in adjoin-
ing field)

FORFULLDETAILS -RING BE-
FORE TAKE-OFF .-
03584, 390436/390930.

1f bad weather prevents event taking
place, details will be taken and you will
be invited again when the weather is
ideal!

{Milson Adirstrip is listed on the Bot-
tlang Jeppescon Guide and Lockears
Farm Strip Guide.)

& Solarwings Cpen Day

It is our intention to hold a Sclar
Wings Open Day at Woolstone on Sat.
28th Septemnber, when flights will be
available in a 582

Quasar; 582 Qantum, and 503 Quan-
tum. More details will be announced
in the next Alrscrewd

If any pilots intending going toany to
these and have an empty back seat,
why notinvite a non-flying Club mem-
ber aleng with you?

Contact Tom  Thompson
T2].0432.89075% or Biil Austin
Tel0242.515064 1o arrange for some
ballast taking!

WARNING! WARNING!

2 PFestricted Alspace

WARBIRDS DISPLAY

29th August 6 am. radius Wroughton

_ - including Redlands - 17.00 - 17.40

1ocal time.

30th August 6 nm. radius Wroughton
- including Redlands - 1250 - 13.50
local time.

Please phone Don Law 0793.790052
for more details.

Ruby Frost

It is with great sorrow that we heard
that Ruby, wife of Norman Frost, died
recently.

Rubywho had been ill for scmetime
was often seen at SYMC fly-ins and
other events providing the coffess and

" sandwiches. Shewill be missed and our

deepest sympathies go to Norman.
As no flowers have been requested,

the Club is making a donation in

Ruby’s memory, to the hospital.

A Cautionary Tale

e Or-lt could happen to youl
By Adrian Lloyd

A number of weeks apo, on one of
the few sunmy evenings of this sum-
mer, it happered Sitting in the back
of me trusty 26Ghr. Alpha was a de-
lighted young lady of fourteen years
old by the name of Hannah (Yes, her
parents did knowi) I was fying a
group of pupils from my achool
heiped by my hanger partner,mJ ohn
Hunt, from a field at Much Marcle.

Hannah was my no. 2 trip and we set
off for Ross-on-Wye so that she could
view her home. Ten minutes into the
flight and a slight misfire suddenly
began - this rapidly built in duration
and intensity until one cylinder on the

503 gui Nst qurr*ﬁ*rg{g, en “iphs
o one cylinder cones dovws,

1 was over a not very good area for
field Tahmcs hut a tallwind carried

F aFes Whksres 1 wms able

1 Fhsid and g_x_: LA AT . _{
expl am.ed to Hanngh that a plug
chdnge shouid do the trick and this we
accomplished.  After a good fuil

power run up, we took off aibeit with
some trepidation, and eyes peeled for
another field just in case. Climb to
2000 over field....I had just left and all
waswell. Hannah and [ continued the
tour of Rossand then turned for Much
Marcle. We were just crossing inhos-
pitable;e territory again when “hiceup,
hiccup’ and the whole damn business
started again. Straight back to the
good area and pick a different field.
This one had farm buildings nearby
and a couple of chaps just finishing
taking in bales off the field. On the
final approach my mind was addition-
ally concentrated by the power lines
running across the far end of the field.
We would have to get it right!

I shall leave you to imagine the fran-
tic chase to a phorne to contact parents
waiting at the Much Marcle field - the
long wait for John to get back to Mil-
son, pick up the trailer and come to
fetch me - the sitting by the roadside
at 1230 am. in my flying suit to keep
warm, wondering what people were
thinking as they drove by me in the
dark The comfort of bed came at
S.00.am/

The moral of the story if - never let
complacency lull you into thinking
that the engine will never stop. Be
awake always and have your feld or
area picked should the fan stop turn-
ing. Two forced landings in one eve-
ning and with a passenger aboard was
quite sobering,

Oh ves, and the problem? One of
the H.T. coils hounted on the front
face of the engine turned out to have
developed an intermittent fault. Rec-
tification? - fitted a new one.

A Shaggy Mole Story

fTlaar shiulchi’s W tetld ai all L3301

2 By Doar kaw

Y L CK’ Sucan tehwhatso"t ot a :to*'y
it's gomo to be already.) there wasan
airfield called Redlands. It was g well
kept strip and great pride was taken



over its grass runways and garden
areas but during the wet English win-
ters the grass areas tended to become
very water- logged and so last year a
decision by the CFI to introduce a
drainage system in the wet areas was
welcomed by the club members and
students alike. The CFI nct teing a
very bright chap, could not get a mole
plough but thought the next best thing
was to imtroduce a couple of moles.
Thiswould be a labour saving exercise
over spiking the ground with a garden
fork.

The idea was not only stupid but
completely ineffectual. However, nct
tc be beaten, it was decided to allow
the moles another season to dig
enough tunnels under the grass that
they would become effective land
drains.

This was doubly stupid as the CFI
never gave any thought to the fact that
two moles might become a family of
moles. After the moles nearly totally
desiroved the grass sifting area it was
tactfully suggested to the CFI that
maybe the moles should be eradicated
so as not to endanger the runway.
Without hesitation the CFI replied, "1
think we should eradicate the moles
before they damags the runway! { They
always have to change something,
don't they.)

Thequestionthenarose of how to get
rid of a2 mole. All the Jasper Carrot
jokes sprang to mind, but beinga kind,
gentle conservationist, the QFI in his
ultimate wisdom, decided on using
Mole Smokes which he assured the
clubwas a humane method. What we
had to do was to wait for the mole to
dig a mole hill, light the mole smoke
and stuff it down the mole hill. The
mole then puffed on the smoke, be-
came “high" and ran off to someone
else's garden to dig some draimage
channels

It did not work  So the QF! bought
ancther racket of arrﬁ*{% Thew did

. ‘fz_ﬂ-\,-‘b— pgth,-n- 20y nrsnn-l«t Q-

other.....Why he thought these would
workwhen theothersdid not ] have no
idea but the embarrassment of teing
wrong was beginning fo show on the
CFUI's face and it took a brave man to

- Mo
Next IOTILg -

suggests an alternative method might
be more suifable.

It was tactfully suggested that as the
airfield is on a farm, the farmer might
have a good remedy for catching the
moles. The CFI said, Yl know, let’'sask
the farmer how you eradicate moles!®

Now cur farmer is an old Irishman
with a very dry sease of humour. Qur
CFI is a hot bicoded individual who
does not like the p... taken cut of him.
Luckily for us, we were all standing
around (or should I say amongst?) the
devastation of mole hills when the
farmer approached. Like ashct from
a gun our QFI shouted, "Jack, how
d'you get rid of a mole?”

The reply came, "Catch it and bury it
alivel” and with that the farmer furned
his back and walked away. Our CFI
did see the funny side, thank good-
ness, and 2 more positive suggestion
of getting = ..ouple of mole fraps
gained everyone's approval.

Meanwhile the moles were getling
wind of our efforts to eradicate them
and decided that they would goout in
a flurry of activity. The traps duly set,
we sat back and waited. Nothing - just
more mole hills in a different place.

*Move the traps!” ordered the CFIL

PPy - v -

jataisnd 2Ig - wAvav
more mole hills and one in the place
from which we had jusi moved the
trap.

This was to be the moles’ downfall as
cur CFI tock this as a perscnal insult.
Cancelling the next lesson, he issused
the student with an axe and tock the
spade himself - the theory being that
they stand in wait for the little bu..... to
dig a hill. The CFI would then dive
into the hill with the spade, flip the
mole cut and the student would chep
its head off with the axe!

What happened to the 'kind, gentle
conservationist’ claim you might well
ask - but oo one was brave enough

Didwe get the mole? wait until next
issue to nr'.d ocut.

A Flight to Remember

& By Adrian Llovd

"Skaliwe or shan't we?*

That was the question Dave Garrett
and I bandied back and forth over the
phone one so-so Sunday morning.
OK. - lst's go. A quick hour’s thr:t
before the wind really gets up and
then home again.

Well, as it happens, the hour’s flight
was a little longer as I thorcughly en-
joyed soaring the edge of Wenlock
Edge to Coalbrookdale and back
Dave returned before me as, fiying
solo, hefoundit a little more "bouncy’

Back at base the wind had in fact
dropped-sowhatnest? Yes, why not!
Outwith the tractor and mowerand a
thrash up and down the strig| - a task
normally the prerogative of the land-
owrer {I had not had my ’bdﬁﬁng’
from him on the new type”\ After
that bit of fun we decided o fly to 2
model flying site ouiside of Bromyard
- we are, after all, members. Caoceon
the ground again, we proceeded to do
a little 'stick stirring’, courtesy of a
friend of mind there with a model.

Come 4.00 pm. and Dave is chun-
tering-wind is getting up and hewants
to get back. So off we go and arrive
back at Milson.

However, on the wey 1 get the dis-
tinct impression that weve may be

-ty e b oot 4 S
starting to form Al milson the wind

is light.

"Comeon Dave, let’'sgo North,” says
1, "o sarly to stop play yet.”

After re-fuelling, off we go again,
myselfin the leadwith Gay in the back
and Dave some half mile behind.

Abcut 8800 ft., in the lee of the hill

I‘ P i

and still belowr 1ts ‘C the air suddenly
bevomes very smcoth and the ’v‘b,

so @ Baerras slisals mate Aot b
MWL Wl LU 4 Lu\/«b ‘A\‘L&

a minute later the VSI shows we ars
climbing at 111 &, per minute - and
that two up!

Wave! Nodcubt about it and thisis
confirmed when I clear some clagand



sainad rapidly and at 5000 fi. | reduce
power as the wave systern is clesing. 1
descend to approximately 4000 £t and
watch the wave system move position.
We foilow still flying sorthwards.
Huentually I turn 130 degrees and pro-
ceeded to explors the wave directly
over our home site. The view is stun-
ning - massive cloud banks as far as the
eve can see with about fwo mile gaps
between the wave bars.

I found [ was able to maintain height
with the engine below 4000 RPM and
in the main part of the lft, co
throttle back o idie and still remeain at
zero sink.

Unfortunately all good things come
to an end and we said goodbye to our
shadow on the wave lenticular, ringed
by a complete rainbow, and gradually
sank back intc the murk leaving the
sunshine behind.

What an experiencel

E.
I

Sl CoOmiIneny On IOHO‘WI‘CLg
F38) 2oz L o
Milson was that as [ went

2in wave he thought Alpna
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3 MAINAIR Flash 1

{1

Half-share available o responsibl
ersom.

ased at Over.

Recent permit

r
b
1

<

Bargain price £1995 - includes pre-
paid hangarage at Over il April "85
{¥es, 15054

GR

Consider sale of complate machine
2t £320H ono.

‘;”JC:’Z{ - }4?-43.224?1 1
or John Caffudl - 6452 700,565

ghiy enjoyatie day

v a totally thrilling

. Certainly a day fo re-

member.

The Big Sting!

s By Don Law

In the quest for more knowledge
about fiying, 1 decided to study the
flight of the wasp. This flying machine
can pin-point the hole of its nest with
AMEZing AcCUracy SC my assumption
was that they must have an in-built
GPS. 1decided 1o find cut.

The workers however were not very
fortheoming - mainly due to theirlack
of spoken Bnglish, which I considered
to be very pocr as all air navigation is
meant to be conveyed in English any-

@ HELMET BAGS
Made to order for Flash il and Alpha
to attach to trike.
wo side pockets - £33
Tel Adrian Lioyd: 6885482504
or Gay Neshih: $684.561822

So to discover more about their
fiight pavigation, I decided to have a
word with their Queen, The Quesn
was most ungracious and didn’t wel-
come rme entering her residence atall,
in fact, she set all her workers upon
me in a frenzied mass of angry stings
whichresulted in my spending an eve-
ning at the hespital!

The moral of this story 1s - don't be
afraid of asking gquestions but when
the reply is negative, don't press for
more information as your instructor
may get very nasty.

After recovering from this attack, !
stili don't know whether wasps have a
GPS, but if they do, does it run on
Duracell batteries as wasps have that
recognisable black and gold eol-

by
{151 R

Jane's version:

Navigational theory was NOT in
Den’s mind 2t 2ll. He was acting with
malicious intent to destroy the wasps
after frying unsuccessiully to incime-
rate them - twice! He deserved what
he gotafter being stupid encugh to dig
a spade straight into the nest.

Ed noter Did it affect his brain by

s
ey Al D
Aoy chaned

1. P

Hangared rigeed from new.
Leng range tank.

Rear Steerin
3-blade prop.

New trailer.

£5600

Tel. 0905.820598 (Worcester)
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News Views & Crevwroom Gossip

Annie goes Down Under

Fed wp with life on this small island

inspections for the Permit to Fiy
Renewals. His present charge for this
service iz £65. ’

worth in Gloucester. The location is
on the old Gloucester Aireraft airfield
and the SVMC have been invited
along as part of the do. If you wish to
fly in you will need a specific briefing
fo get into this site. This can be ob-

~ .. A - - toimed fror Inabko armac - 4ASD
of curs, our editor has opted to sxpand All Geared HP ?56317; from Johz Hamer - 0452
her horizons and seele frash fields or =

rather & larger island. All being well,
she is off at the end of Drecember to
Australia to teach them a thing or two.
We should add that the UK’s loss will
only be temporary for providing she
doesn’t meet with a nasty erocodils -
four or two legged variety- she’ll be
backafterayear. (Ed. comment - Ifit's
a Dundee variety, I'll have i#8) Ves,
she has only besn given a year sen-
tence in the penal calony.

The net effect to the club will be that
the post of editor of Alrscrew will
become available at the end of the
Fezr. Anyonewhowould like to do the
jobs which comes with a computer, :
invited to contact the Chairmen.

Den Lesw has recently got his inspec-
tor'sticketwhickenables him to do the

Inconstant search of providing a bet-
ter service to his customers, Don Law
bas now acquired all the equiprment to
strip and reshim Rotax gearboxes.
One of the first that he did wes hisown
and hewas thankful that he did for he
discovered that it was on the verge of
possibly catastrophic failure. Natu-
rally he is now recommending inspec-
tion at the prescribed 100 hrs. He is
preparad to offer a while you wait ser-
vice, soif you prebook then you can fly
down to Redlands for your gearbox
check. Cost £35.

Teddy Bear’s Picenic

As part of the Pied Piper Appeal, a
Teddy’s Bears Picnic is being held on

Sunday 26th Septembsr at Bro

Health Check

In a constant search io try to snsure
that involuntary terresirial arrivals are
minimised, John Hamer has been de-
veloping a series of checks to deter-
mine the health and well being of
Rotzax engines following various
failures of club member's enginss.
These checks basically consist of
checking the electrics, including both
the penerator coils and the HT coils,
the igniton tming and siectrode gaps
as well as the engine compression. In
addition he isable to check the engine
rpm., all without tearing the systems
apart. If you are interested contact
Jobn Hamer 852763314, Iiwon't cost
you an arm and a leg - i may if you
don't.
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Congratulations!

To Cliff and Marlene Hannam on
their recent 25th Wedding anniver-
sary.

Flying News

@ Treasure Hunt

The Treasure Hunt was eventually
held on 28th August on a beautiful
summer evening. The results were as
follows:-

1st. John and Jcanna Muaro-Hunt

9% pis.

2nd. Keith Lindley and Barbara

Austin 37 pts.

3rd. Cliff Hannam and John Morris

35 pis

4th. Dave Steade and R. Steada 73

wis.

5th. Jim Taylor and Norman Frost

62 pis.

6th. Bill end Hazel Austin 34 pts.

7th. Vic Booth and Mark Parsons

26 pis.

» Bob Hinds' Fiy-in

Many thanks to Bob Hinds and fam-
ily for their wonderful hospitality cn
Sunday Sih September when yet an-
other delightful fly-in was beld at
Bob's farm near Newnham in the
Forest of Dean.

Despite the equestrian event going
on in the next field, thers were no
problems {though Trevor Cale didn't
furn up this year) - but it might te
worthwhileaskingJohn Cafful why ke
went roundagain...and Don Law what
happened to the rest of his ban i??

It wasn'i quite warm enough o
tempt people into the swimming pocl,
though several children braved it and
came out with chattering testh. Ap-
parently Janie Law can give a first

' ° 1.
hand account of oW zold the water

According to all who went, this was
atruly memorable event - howsver we
are unable to publish a report at this
moment in time as Don Law has not
sent it in vet - too busy watching moles

T OO DLESY wrlelllll

ayrmant]
1 expect!

Sclar Wings Day

OnSaturday 25th September SVMC
will play hosts toa fly-in at Woolstone.
The proceedings will commence at
11.00 am. finishing around 6.00 pm.

Solar Wings will bring along a 582
Quasar; 582 Quantum and 503 Quan-
tum. Cyclone will bring an 473 and
Eddie Clapham will bring the MW6 -
all to be flown, accompanied by com-
pany pilots, by anyone who is inter-
ested. This is the chance for Club pi-
lots to put a few more aircraft types in
their log books and for prospective
buyers to ses what's available.

It iz 2leo the intastion o have a
microlight aceessory boot sale, so if
you have any unwanted bitsand pieces
gathering dust in the shed - which are
microlight refated - why not turn them
into hard cash? A notice board wiil be
available for those wishing to advertise
tar ger iters, such as aircraft. A small
donation will be expected from sellers
- proceeds to SVMC funds.

Anyonewho would like to assist with
the barkegue, aircraft marshalling and
parking, or in any other way, please
contact Tom Tomson on (432-390759
after midday on Thursday before the
event.

I

e Mo Takers???

Sl mo tekers for a fiv-out to Welsh-
pool for Sunday luncn? How about
O1d Sarum then? Let Tom know if

you're interested.

Rans Repor

8 From Peter Lewis and John
Dancs

As it happened, Friday 13th August
did not turn out 1o be such an unlucky
day for us. It was the day on which
Eddie Claphem, our PFA Inspector,
spent over two hours examining the
aircraft for the first time. He cleared
sleven of the seventsen stages in the
Inspection Schedule and apart from
requesting split pins to be fifted fo
three bolts on the control column as-
sembly in addition to the lock nuts al-
ready used and pointing out that there
was a captive nut missing on the tail
(which would have shown up anyway
when we tried to bolt it together on
final assembly) he was completely sat-
isfied with the build and with the stand-
ard of workmanship -even complimen-
tary.

Covering the fuselage is now well
under way. Incidentally, to save rad
faces, I won't go mio the details of why
we needed the services of a specialist
to carry out a delicate modification to
the dacron covering, but we were very
pleased with the work that was dore be
Sylvia Allen (see advert section.) She
also happens to be interested in flying.

Peter made a pilgrimage to the
Haverfordwest Schocl of Flying and
re-validated his licence so there is now
sven more incentive for us to press on
and try to finish the job before summer
yives way to the "pack it away in the
garage” season.

¢



s HELMET BAGS

Made to order for Flash Il and
Alpha to attach to trike.

- With two side pockets - £35.
Tel Adrian Lloyd

- 0385.432504

' or Gay Nesbit
0684.561822

ADVERTISING

e MICROLIGHT wanted

First microlight - good condition
1. or Flash preferred

but anything considered.
Around £4060

May consider part ownership.
Tel. Bd. 0452.830951

@ Skylark Camping Repairs

Tents mended;

Caravan awnings modified;
Repairs to canvas, nylon,
clear PVC, groundshests,
mesh windows, zips, tapes.
Syivia Allen

49Devon Avenus,
Rowanfield, Chelt.

Tel. 0242.262146



INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote responsible microlight fying. Currently
the membership is nearly 70 strong with the majority living and working in and around the Cheltenham and
Gloucester area. Over half the membership own their own zireraft and fly etther from the various traiming
schools in the area, their own fields or from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of
Bishops Cleeve off the Hvesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

A monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.

A monthly meeting at Hartpury College, Hartpury, Glos on the third Wednesday in the month with
a speaker on a microlight or other aviation related subject.

Many organised Fly-ins and expeditions. —

Various social events, including barbecues, dances etc.

Adreraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit reneswals.

-

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstone, 7= s

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met,, Névi;gation and Technical knowledge for the

PPL{A) Group D exams. ,
R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association {(BMAA).

fdvice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

& Committese Members:

2 Chairman-Andrew John
Home 0386.7525..2729
Work 0386.7525.217

# Secrefary John Hamer
oma (G432 70 314

i
L)

Work 0242.277197

@ Treasurer - Dennis Beale
Home 0452750424
Work 0272543217

@ Bafety Officer - Vic Booth
Home/Work §242.553338

2 Training Officer- Bill Austin
Home/Work 8242 515064

& Waoolstone Airfield Controller - Grzham Arthar
Home 0247 522754

& Airscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales
Home0452.760.341

& Special Functions Organiser - John BMorris
Home 0452.780466
Work 0242.221311

@ Fiy-in Organiser - Tom Thomsen
Home 0432.850759

@ Other Useful Peopie

@ Inspectors
Dave Read 053181.245/0242.673361
John Hamer 0452.700.314/0242.533628

8 Check Pilots

Tt 4 .

2 IHaimer G352 7403314
Adrian Lloyd 038582504
Don Law 0793.740854/0793.790052

@ Clubk members use the following flving schoois:-

Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon 0789.299229
Air Play. Madler Airfield, Hereford 0981.251247

Avon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
0730204010

Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Norton
0608678741

B4 Mierolights, South Wanborough, Swindon
0793790052

Sabre Alrsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056381.8162

3 L

Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
0666.504032 :



October Issue 1993

SevernValley Microlgft Ciub

News Views & Crewroom Gossip

Changes at the top

Last month we reported the bad
news that our editor had been lured
away by the Rupert Murdoch empire
to run their Australian Microlight
newsletter. Well this month we can
report the good news that the newsle:-
ter will not cease due tz Annie's de-
parture to the Australian sub confi-
nent after Christmas, for Di Hayes has
volunteered (brave girl) to undertake
the task which is accompanied by free
computer, sleepless nights and dead-
lines to be met. Wewould request you
pive her every assistance in her role
and if she is as successful at running
Airscrew as the tatering for our fly-ins
then we'll have no problems.

Placards

Most of you will be aware by now of
the recent circular from the CAA
through the BMAA that all micro-
lights must carry 2 fire proof placard
with the aircraft’s nationality andreg-
istration letters. {(The requiremeant to
include owner andaddress has long
ceased.) What may not be known is
that there is a rumour that the CAA

who are constantly endeavouring to
protect themselves against any
possible litigation, now wan! to intro-
duce a further placard inscribed
"Crashing this aircraft is prohibited®.
The BMAA would of courss oppose
this as it would take the fun out of

fiying.

new acquisition and vers generousiy
flew Clubmemberswhowanted to ex-
perience the aircrair witle Andy did
the 'hard sells’.

Thanks aiso to D: Haves whe pro-
vided an excellent rerreshmeants
counter and mace a small profr for

the Club.

Solar Wings Day .

Teddy Bear’s Picnic

® Wooiston - Sat, 25th
September

Thanks to Pegasus and Andy Grif-
fiths for bringing the Quasar and
Quantum for inspection/test flights.
Despite the rather gloomy forecast, it
didn’t actually rain and although it was
a somewhat blustery day several
"bolder’ pilots turned up from all di-
rections. We even had visiters from
Sweden who had made the journey
specifically to buy the Quasar. Benkt,
who runs a Swedish microlight school,
told me he was buying the Quasar be-
cause it would make a better trainer
aircraft than his present Alpha. He
demonstrated its no spin charac-
teristics very effectively and, as he had
promised, it was a much more com-
fortable, quieter ride in the back He
was obviously quite delighted with ks

Sunday 26th September saw aircraft
once again at the old Gloucester Air-
craft Company's site a: Brockworth,
The event? a picmue - nc not for the
arrcraft - for Teddy Bears! Yes. thow-
sandsofthem, forthe aimwas o break
the record for the rummber of Teddy
Bears at a picnic.

The SVMC got invited along as one:

" of the side shows of the event and so

keen were the organisers tc have our
presence that runways had been spe-
cially cut in the grass for our use. Nor-
man Frost then cordoned off the cper-
ating area to keeg the public ar a safe
distance while John Morris organised
the roster.

The day itself was very biowy which
limited fiving and certainly curbed the
pumber of arrivals. Tares members,
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‘Lhis duy itself was very blowy which
limited flying and certainly curbed the
number of arrivals Three members,
John Hamer, Chris Wales and John
Cafful however bravely spent most of
the day giving rides, while various
other members and visitors dropped
in during the day, including one Don
"Teddy Bear’ Law who arrived with
small daughter both dressed appro-
priately for the occasion. Unfortu
nately they had got so hot travelling in
their teddy suits, that immediately
they landed they took them off

Attheendof the day when the public
had gone home, John Hamer was
seen to taxy his Minimax out onto the
old runway which had been used asa
carpark for the day. You could see him
thinking that thousands of Gloster air-
craft including Meteors and Javelins
which had been built in the adjacent
factory, had done exactly the same
thing well over forty yearsago on their
very first flights. They would have

done their final checks, before lining -

up on the spire of Upton St Leonard's
church and then opening up the

power.

No differently John's little aircraft
positioned itself before setting off
down the runway. He then climbed
steeply circling the aerodroms before
disappearing off to his base. Had we
seen the last aircraft fly out of Brock-

worth? for the site is about tc be de-

veloped. Whatwe almost certainly had
witnessed was the last Gloucestershire
built aireraft to fly from the site. -

Radfo Course

Steve Hender has unfortunately left
Staverton for Old Sarum but
James Cairns-Terry is now running

* courses based at Aerolite at Long

Marston. The cost of the course is £40
with the written and oral exam a fur-
ther £31. Dates for the next course
have not yet been finalised but please
let Bill Austin know if you are inter-
ested as soon as possible.

Minimax gets its Ticket

As you are no doubt aware, John
Hamer has now been flying his Mini-
max for six months. As technically his
aircraft was a new type in this country
being the 91 variant, he has been un-
able to get the full permit to full until
all the flight testing and documenta-
tion/modifications have been com-
pleted. John, who organises the merry
band of Minimex builders otherwise
known as the Minimex Club, has
eventually persuaded the CAA
through the PFA that all is well with
the aircraft Thus cn 23rd September
the CAA formally issued to John and
three other builders who had also
completed all the testing,their Permits
to Fly. Congratulations John.

BMAA AGM and Trade
. Show

Theannual Trade Show and AGM is
once again being held at Telford

on Sunday 23rd October. It promises
to be the show window for the trade as
well as the commen meeting point for
old friends. In these recessionary
times it is difficult to believe that we'll
see anything radically new, but we un-
derstand that the boys from Rechdale
will have something new on the flex-
wingsceneto show us aswell asa Kolb
which they have just built We also
understand that there will also be a
red, white and blue Minimax there as
well No not JH’s this year but Peter
Harvey's latest creation that flew for
the first time a couple of weeks ago.
We also understand that Pegasus will
have interesting thinps on display as
usual and of course there will be all the
various other stands.

STOP PRESS:

& Skitles

Nesws has just filtered in about a last
minute change of plan for that most

important of events, the annual skittles
war ageinst Long Marston. Due to
double booking, we will now meet at
the Queens Arms, Aston Cross, Ash-
church (near the Aschurch Vehicle
Depot) on Thursday 25th November
at 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm. Bar snacks
will be available - BE THERE.

e Wings -

It has only just come to our notice
that Neil Duncanson passed his GFT
iast August 14th. Congratulations
Neil - that was a well kept secret.

Lyneham Fly-in

e By Bill Austin

This is almost a forgotten event by
now but for those of you who did not
manage to makeit, yououghtto know

what you missed!

Saturday 14th August was the day of
the Don Law Armada Invesion of
RAF Lyneham. Barbara had wanted
to be part of thisevent for the last few
years - particularly the bit about being
PIC and melking the actual landing.
However various combinations of
events had thus far prevented her
from realising her ambition. This
year was different - we actually made
it!

An'early’ start from Woolstone was
delayed a little by an engine that re-
fused to start, I was in the front seat
for the flight te@ Redlands so I was
doing the pulling. After nineteen
pulls I got out muttering nasty things
about the ‘joys of microlighting’.

© {Cometcptminkof it, even whenI'm

sitting in the back and Barbara s in
the front I still do the pulling to start!)
Ed. comment - That's calied man's
lib, BilL

The engine finally came to life and
off we went via. Dowdeswell Raser-
voir and Cirencester to Swindon.
The flight was beautifully smooth
until we got into circuit at Redland
when we were well and truly shaken
about. Not only did I have to cope
with the turbulence con the approach
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but, as you would expect, about forty
pairs of eyes from those on the ground
waiching the free aerial rodeo showd

From Redlands Barbara took over.
‘We were briefed by Don on take- off
procedure and how to form up in a
loose "V formation astern and above

him There were some fifteen aircraft
making the ﬂight and we were about

eleventh in line for take-off By the
timewe got airborne, our leader and his
gapgle of 'wingsmen’ had virtually dis-
appeared from view somewhere south-
west of the M4. We saw cne cther
aircraft in front of us and later could
make out some dots in the distance.
The visibility was not good to say the
least. Eventually we came across a lot
of microlights heading dowrsvards in
lineastern, like bees toa honey pot, and
then we saw the runway - about two
motorways wide and disappearing into
the distance.

Having arrived on terra firma we then

usedwhatseemedto be about two litres
of fuel taxying up the runway to the

peritrack intersection and then along to

the parking lot in front of the tower.
Just as the last one had rolled to a halt,

we were asked to move further away
from the edge of the peritrack because
later C130's would be taxying along

there. A quick count showed some

had the long climb out over what
must have been the remaining mile
of runway! Our only concern was
whetherwewould have enough fuel
to make it to Woolstone, We
needn't have worried. We made it
easily with a tail wind and a ground
speed of 60 mph!

What sticks in cur minds frbﬁn the

 trip? The huge runways and peri-

v

twenty-one microlights had flown in -

we later found another group had been

invited from Eaglescott.

Wewere wcxcomed by the ATC staff,
given a badge to sew on our flying suits -

and were then free to tour the tower
and book a free trip in one of the Her-
cules aireraft which were taking
families for twenty minute trips over the
Wiltshire countryside. This was an in-
teresting experience since as soon aswe
were at cruising height, the back ramp
was opensd fully and, from behind a
safety net, we could 'see where we had
come from’ We were also invited to
"visit the cockpit. While this was going
on, not to be outdone, some of the
microlights were also giving trips.

Firallyit was time to leave. Four of us
got permission for a direct northerly
departure (the Hercules were using 07
for their departures) for Cirencester
and home. We came on to the runway
abouthaifwayealongits length and were
airborne in 70 yards or less. We then

tracks; the friendliness of the ATC
personnel and their relaxed, effi-
cient way of dealing with aireraft of
such drverse performances. It was
interesting to see 'behind the
scenes’ in the tower and to be as-
sured that our microlights showed
up well on their radar.

Thanks tc Don for organising the
fly-in part of the day. We will cer-

tainly go again next year, weather
permitting.

Time and the Art of
Parachuting

e By Dorothy Hatchett

Youmy remember that some time

agowe donated the raffle takings to-
wards Les” Hatchett's sister,; Do-

- rothy’s, parachute jump for the

B R e

charity MIND. The following is her
lively and graphic account of the ex-
perience. canpratulations Dorothy
and welcome back to terra firma.

I could become quite evangelical
about the benefits of parachuting. It
wonderfully concentrates the mind.

Depressed? Bored with your job?
Problems at home? - Try parachut-
ing: all other worries will fade away.
Minor illnesses? Headaches? You
will forget them completely]. Need a
calorie- controlled diet? Sheer terror
will banish ail thoughts of food and I
can assure you that parachuting is
nature’s laxative! I suppose it could
also soive part of the country’s crime
problem since it must be more excit-
ingand probably cheaper than taking
drugs.

R e i anan G LR o

My musing or this subject, in fact all
mental activity, came to a halt a couple
of weeks ago when I found myself sit-
ting with mv legs hanging out of an
aircraft while a man shouted, *GOI®

My mouth was so dry with fear that it
felt raw, asif it had been sandpapered.
A few yards in front of me I could see
the propeiler a blur of speed and when
i glanced down, there was nothing be- -
tween me and a vast patchwork of
fields horribly far below.

I went!

The shock is total. Before this mo-
mezt I could have written an essay on
what you were supposed to do during
the descent but from now on all ra-

tional thought ceased. Something

strange happens to time. There is no
past and no future because the brain
desperately tries to shut off all input
from the senses, refusing to believe it
could be in control of a bedy stupid
enough to throwitself out of a perfectly
serviceable aircraft and equally refus-
ing to grasp the fact that it is hurtling
at enormous speed 1o certain death
Time snaps shut like a telescope and
there isonly the present spread-sagled
morment falling throughspace. itisnct
even like fear because fear pre-sup-
poses a future,

Yet it seems only ac instant before
the canopy opens iike a miracle to tug
yououtoftheairandyou are filled with
a kind of stunned emarement and joy.

- There 1s no longer any sensation of

falling. I washanging inspaceasit by

- magic, able to see sunlight glittering on

thewetsand of Morecambe Bay where
the tide had goneout. It is all new and
rather wenderful and astonishingly
difficult to concenirate, From there
being no time at all, eterniiy opens out

- and evervthing moves intoslow motion

as you float there in the sky and the
silence with zll the time in the

Not true. In fact you have less than
two minutes and if it had not been for
the insistent voics of the insirucror on
the ground giving advice on 2 one-way
radic, I would probably have drifteg
off over the Lake District in a dream.

Expert parachutists are apparently
able to land on a sixpence but I man-



_aged merely to hit the right field
However | landed safely, feet tightly
together, Kneestight everything tight
and still feeling as if | were floating.
There are cows in the field and the'y
leave evidence of themselves
where; so you could =y IThada soft
landing!

Amazing that it tock only a couple
of minutes: there seemed enough fear
and delight to last a lifetime.

2

e HELMET BAGS

Made 1o order for Flash II and
Alpha to attach to trike.

With two side pockets - £38.
Tel. Adrian Lloyd

0885.432504

or Gay Nesbit

0684.561822

o MICROLIGHT Wanted

First microlight - good condition
XL or Flash preferred but
anything considered.

Around £4000

May consider part ownership.
Tel Ed. 0452.830951

e Mainair FLASH Il a82L

GMTBH - Black/white/red.
Excsiient condition.

Hangered rigged from new.
Full instrumentation, strobe ete.
150 brs.

£4500 - George Cole

Tel 0531.635744 or
0791.624460
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 dene some parailying and would like

" to” dosome more. As an event |

thought it was a success because it
R JRNG 1 . o

probabiy snabisd thewhole exhibiti
to attain a higher standard.

511

The only criticism [ would make of
the event was that the smaller exhibi-
tors were heaped together in very
small blocks. This lead to overcrowd-
ing and loss of identity for some. It
was difficult tc see what belonged to
whom or ever: whai you were looking
at. No doubst they all bad to pay an
extortionate amount for the privilege
but [ would have thought the layout
couid have been improved - thers was

e i e
plenty of space available.

You must excuse me if [ have
missed anything (or everything.) I
didn't attend as the Club’s official re-
portar- 1 cot lumberad after the svent.
I leave you with this thought: Can
fisxwings be developed any further or
mustwe be locking for something dif-
ferent? Is this one of the reasons for
the upsurge in three- axis machines?
What are your views?

Hungarian Rhapsods

* By Trevor Cale

Those of you who attended Tre-
vor's fascinating taik on his micro-
lighting around Hungary missed an
exceptionally well prepared and
presented evening - thanks Trevor.
Evidently the journey home was o
less eventful...if somewhat less =n-

: R %) ‘
1ovans
oyasie.

twas too much to ask that, having
enjoyedthresanda haif weekstravel-
ling to and arcund Romania devoid
of any hassles whatscever, we would
escape unscafhed on the journey
bomel!

We opted on a erossing intc Hua-

gary Naorth of cur entry point, b

e
o

to aveid the massive quauss we
countered on the wavin, Nesdiess (o
say there was a massive queus thers

thoughts of, T'm British
and | want to go home!’ and noticing
that the qusus was stationary, 1
roared up on the cutside tc be
proemptly stopped within 200 yards of

the frontier post by a young Roman-
ian conseript with a Kalashnikow who

]

o0, bul wiln

insisted I go back to the end of the
““queue. I refused {on the basis that I

couldn't see any foreign cars in the
2 de-
manded cur passports and there en-
sued an impasse. A very atiractive
Romanian girl then appearsd to
commiserate and after a mutual
moan about the chaos at the frentier,
said she'd interpret for me as I set off
tosesan officer. Always go tothe top
to get things done - being my motto.

Having collared one, I puion all
the necessary charm and it was ex-
plained that [ was an official guest of

heRomermian AsroClthenrouts for

o b

pa
e

ogland, andtharwas beingheldup
an officious scldier. He immedi-
iy got onto his portable radio and

e shamefaced soldier was told to
and back the passports and let my

£ ES
car come 1o the front. Many hend-

11

£ &3

o

1

n

shakes all round, expressions of graii-
tude and wishes for a safe journey
were bandied about and off I set for
the Hungarian berder.

There I met a latter-day Hitler in
the guise of a Custom Officer who,
initially with a broad smile, asked me
the value of my micrelight. Inallin-
nocence I said £7000. He then disap-

s and returnsd with a de-

peared agal sith a
Microlight, to be given back on my
exit from Hungary. As he spoke not
a word of English, I gleaned all this
from an English speaking Hungarian
nearby. Being a mere homeward-
bound tourist, I did not have $620 in
my back pockei!

At first I tried laughing it off, not
siieving he was really serious - a
mistake. After various comings and
goings, protestations, pleadings ete.
and his increasing belligerence, I was
told, "Pay up or go back to Roman-

“®

o

My assertion that at the Aus-
trian/Hungarian border I'd been let
throughwithnodemand for a deposit
merely elicited the angry response
that he dide’t give & damn what had
Ruppenedihers, iwvas only now' that
he was concerned with,

Bit of bribery works wonders in
some countries, thought § and [ was
about to try | when an English lorry
driver sidled up and said, "Dan’t. It'll
more than likely land vou in more
trouble.”

Solwasstuck - nil sympathy from
any of the myriad officials, no advice

AT [9%)
d for 3628 ‘deposit! on the

as towhat to do and my car ordered to

“ e turned round and back to the Ro-

manian border.

I found a few Eurccheques in my
bag and after a long phone call by one
of the obergruphenfurher’s minions, 1
was told that they'd be accepted but
I’d need three and that they had to be

written in Hungarian Florins. I had

exactly three left!

Inspiration

More formsand with a huge sigh of
relief and the foulest expression I
could muster at the instigator of my
trials, we were finally into Hungary.
Two days later I presented the forms
at the Hungartan/Austrian border and
was given the conversion in

Deutch Marks - (fat lot of good.)

On return to England, a quick cal-
culation left me 29 short on the con-
version, so | immediately wrote to the
Hungarian Embassy, protesting at the
robberyand hassle. In reply I've been
told that I should never have been
charged a deposit - it is osly for com-
mercidl goods in fransit - and that they
are meking an official complaint on
my behalf to the Hungartan Customs.

I now zwaif the outcome - and a2
cheque for 2297

A Quick Break

* By Andrew John

The invitation said - "Be at Stan-
sted Airport for check-in at 07.15 for
an 08.15 flight to Munster,’ courtesy
of Class ﬁ{{{ suppliers of harvesting
equipment built in Germany. Sowith
our harvest finally over and in need of
a break, even for just 36 bours, 1
headed east the mght before.

Stansted is a real pain to get to by
rcad frem thisareq, taking all of three
hours lard driving. However, the
sight of iis modern huge glazed ter-
minal building was indeed impressive

the following mormng. Ioside it is
cavernous, all of ten acres under one
roct. Our party consisted of ninety
farmers, contractors and journalists
invited to see the latest machinery
that Claas had 1o offer. Foliowinga
thorough baggage and body check,
we were fransported to our plane by
a remotely ccairciled rail carriage
travelling underground in a concrete
tunnel as far as our disembarking
pcint. From thers, up elevators and




it, you arrive
" on board the aircraft to be shown
Four segt.

Ryanzair, from Dubiin, operated
this charter aircraft and eversgthing
seemed neat and tidy including the
cabincrew! Preflight checks over, we
taxied to the end of one of Europe’s
longest runways. The BAC 11l is 2
very nifty aircraft and acceleraies
rapidly but our pilot was in no hurry
to leave the ground, unlike other air-
ports such as Heathrow, where forty-
five degree climb-cuts under full
power are de rigueur.

Alrborne, we penstrated the
murk, breaking out into welccme
sunshine at about 2500 ft. A 'plastic’
breakfast was sérved as we flew east
at 29600 £1. at 450 mph. before letting

*  Communlca Silmiine
Rechargeable 12vclt Baitery.

COMMUNICA Baitery charger
12volt for above,

Cable to connect battery direct
to . Com.

COMMUNICAX-VOX /R
Main unit for connection of head
sets; battery; remote button;
1.Com. radio.

Only used for one season
£140 the lot - or will sphit.

Tel. Trevor Cale 0684.564685

*  Heimst Bags

Made to crder for Flash 1 and
Alphas - to attach &
Twio side pockers.
Tel Adrizn Lioyd
0335.482504

or Gay Nesbit
0634561322

o]

ingntasunoy Munpst=r
just over an hour later. From there
we were taken by coach to ses an”

pieces of equipment and were later
well fed and watered and put upina
comiortable hotel for the nmight.

Early the next morning we
travelied to their main combine har-
vester factory for a tour arcund a
very impressive proeduction line.
Midday found us back at the airport,
boarding the samme aircraff that had
brought us over.

The return flight was memorable
for two reasons; the first being the
o tools fo eat
with sowe had to eat shredded carrot
salad and smoked salmon witk our
fingers - tough! The second incident

[T . '
Tl ATl
SHEaslis unches aw

Advertisements

= Mainair FLASH li48z2L

GMTBH - Blackfwhitefred
Excellent condition

Hangared rigged from new.

Full instrumentation, strobe etc.
156 brs. S

£4500 - George Cole

Teal 0531.635744

or 0291624460
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oucurred aswe let cowrn over the cast

~ecast to land at Humberside as’our = .-+

first ston - and we were left skimmins

the top of the stratus for fifteen
minutes as apparently the military
were exercising below us! Also, hav-
inglandsdat Humberside z lons defay

ek (L1 Coles 2 LMl S

was caused by the pilot having to pay
for his landing fees in cash, some $450,
and we had visions of a ship around
before we could continuel

Finally we arrived back at Stansted
at 15.15. havinghad a great trip. How-
ever, the point of telling you all this is
to hopefully make up for the fact that

idid notsit in the jump seat’ as cther
have done befere me and zive vou a
Biow by blow of tae action up freat! |

thoughtyoumightlike to know what it
is like in the back for a change!

*  MICRCLIGHT Wanted

Fist roierobght - good condition
X1 cor Flask preferred but
anything considered.

Around £4000 :
May consider part ownership.

Tel Bd. 0452.330951
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News Views & Crewroocm Gossip

Hatchet Job

News has filtered through to the
editorial room that after years of
hard work, frustration, Jess
Hatchett has ultimately reached the
summit of achievement and passed
his GFT. Well done Jess. There is
no stopping Jess now for we
understand that he plans to enter
the Round Britain race next June
with Chris Wales. Although Jess
doesn't know it yet, Jess's talk to
the club on the event is planned
for July!

Annual General Meeting

The Club‘s AGM will be held on 15th
January at Hartpury House. This is
your opportunity to have your say
in the running of the Club. On the
agenda that night will be :-
Chairman's Report, Treasurer's
report and election of Officers,
Subscriptions for 1994, plus BAny
other Business ie what you want to
say/know/do. You should note that
~»2li posts are up for elections so
if you fancy getting on the
committee thenm let people know.
While you may think that the
existing officers are entrenched ,
be reassured that they would be
more than willing stand aside if a

volunteer comes forward. Remember
the club belong to us all, without
you all there would be no club,
however if there is no one to
organise there also would be no
club.

New Year's Day Fly In

It is planned to have the usual fly
in to Teddington Hands on New Years
Day, ie Saturday 1lst January. The
plan is to meet at Woolstone at
11.30 am and then fly off to the
field at Teddington Hands. Should
the weather not be conducive then,
the following day, the Sunday will
be scheduled. Please phone Tom
Thomson before 09.00 on 1st Jan to
confirm - 0432 890759.

Editorial Changes

You may have detected a new style
to the newsletter. Well vou're
right for this issue is produced
jointly as part of the hand over
from your editor for many vyear
Annie Wales to Di Hayes who has
'volunteered! to undertake to
duties of putting together this
newsletter every month. In future,
please address your articles, news,
gossip etc to Di . Hayes,

W
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Clatterpark, Yarkhill, Hereford or
phone her on 0432 8%20759. At this
stage there is no intention of
moving the deadline for copy. ie
the second Friday in everv month.
To make the copy task a little
easier, the word processing is
going to be done in Wordperfect
5.1., so articles on disk in this
format would be more than welcome.
Mind you any articles in any format
even on tablets of stone are
acceptable, providing they are
received before the deadine!

Open Evening

As wusual an Open Evening will be
held at  Hartpury College on
Wednesday 16th February. The
intention of the evening will be to
show the 'public' what microlights
are all about. This will be done as
usual via a slide & talk. Should
you know anyone who is interested
please encourage them tTo come
along, for we are always needing
new members! Starting after the
Cpen Evening will be another course
of ground school leading to taking
the exams for the licence. On the
Sunday immediately after the OCpen
Night we alsc hcope to have a open
day/ fly in to show the ‘public’
the hardware.

On the limit

The angle of bank limitation on the
Mainair Alpha has now been restored
to 60°. Many vyears ago it was
voluntarily reduced to 45°
following an number of incidents
involving loss of control possibly
due to deliberate or inadvertent
excursions outside the permitted
bank angles. Mainair has now
carried an extensive flight test
programme with the agreement of the
CAA to demonstrate the aircraft
complies with the requirements of
BCAR Section S Paper 8855 which
amends section 8 to require
additional investigation of
handling qualities of flexwing
aeroplanes in respect of turn

reversals, high angles of bank, and
combined lateral directional
oscillations. The testing at
Rochdale was validated for the CRAA
by the BMAA Chief pilot over skies
of Gloucestershire earlier this
year with some of our brave members
in the back seat! You may have
wondered why JH wasn't always
flying his Mini Max! All those with
Alphas should have been notified of
this change, if not, they should
contact the factory as they clearly
have been omitted from Mainair's
Aircraft Owners data base. There
are new placards being issued to
reflect this change and these are
avallable free from the factory.

Winter Servicing

The winter weather may not be
conducive to think about flying,
but it does ive one time and
opportunity to service the aircraft
for when the Dbetter weather
arrives. Indeed it is time to
liberally spray WD 40 around the
place to prevent the ingress of the
damp atmosphere corroding your
valuable structure away. It is also
the time to think about that top
end overhaul/ deccke. and do those
hundred & one other little jobs. If
you should be lucky enocugh to get
flying remember that damp winter
conditions are just the thing for
carb icing.

Mini Max's Agent

Sadly we hear that Peter Harvey,
Mini Max's UK dealer, is terminally
ill with cancer, and naturally he
has decided +to give wup his
business. Mini Maxs will however
continue to be promoted in the UK
by our own John Hamer wuntil the
American manufacturer TEAM appoint
a new agent. John has also
undertaken for Peter to sell
Peter's remaining kit and the
aircraft he has Jjust completed.
Currently the aircraft is in a
trailer outside John's front dJdoor
awalting further flight tests. If



you are interested in acquiring a
Mini Max either in kit form oxr
completed then contact John on 0452
700314.

Rotaxed

Sources close to the editor, have
ascertained that Don Law Thas
undergone the treatment. The
treatment? Yes, he has undergone &
survived the comprehensive, arduous
and mind Dblowing Rotax engine
course. So why is it of interest to
me you, may ask? Well Don having
now learnt the secrets of those
little reciprocating devices that
keeps us in the air, will, for =a
fee, apply fhe\magic to your device
to ensure that it keeps you in the
air.

Redland's Brown Objects .

Who is Brown & to what does he
object? Well sources have reported
that a certain person's airfield is
ornce again being insidiously
sabctaged by an underground
organisation. This guerilla warfare
campaign was reported previously in
this newsletter, and it was
inferred that the humans had won.
Not so, apparently, for the aliens
have returned and brown objects
(not pilot created) have appeared
all over Redlands runway. Those of
you versed in history will recall
that one Xing Charles, (not the
future ocne , but one long age
before the days of microlights) was
brought down by the same and killed
when his stead toppled over as a
result of the same brown objects.
Soc Dbe warned when landing at
Redlands, watch out for Dbrown
objects else you too could be
consigned to history!

Clash cf the Titans
By John Morris

The skittles match with Aerolite
duly took place on 26th November
with some fifteen members from each
club taking part, though why our

Chairman wishes mention of the
affair here +the writer cannot
imagine, since it can only add to
our humiliation and boost their
egos. They won - again - and not
just the match itself but also the
raffle AND the "killer" session
afterwards! '

Nevertheless it was a very
enjoyable evening and BAerolite
deserved their hard-won - but close
- victory. Would we have won if
Tom Thomson hadn't played left-
handed? - er - no! - but well tried
Tom. You'll be ambidextrous yet!

Don't bother practising Zfor the
next clash - it won't be skittles.
A venue near Worcester has been
suggested for some "executilve
games”™ including ge-karting!!
Details in due course.

A Moonbow
{or Is Andrew Eallucinating?)

By Andrew John

We have all seen some kind of
strange cloud formation or sky-
state which we recall when asked
about such things, but every once
in a while, wusually be sheer
chance, the more extraordinary
occurrence has been seen. This is
an account of such an event and one
you will probably never see or
imagine could even exist - so read
on!

Monday 2%th November 1993 was a
foul day; gales and torrential rain
spread north-eastwards from the
western approaches. Through this
appalling weather, I drove north
from Cornwall to Devon, over Bodmin
Moor, to stay with friends at

Slapton, overlocking Start Bay, at-s~

their farm on the coast. I arrived
in the dark at 6 p.m. and the storm
continued to rage well into the
night. Around midnight, Dbefore
turning in, I walked the dog, only
to find that the weather front had
passed, the wind had veered and the
air was crystal clear with a full
moon illuminating chubby cumulus



clouds scudding across the starlit
sky. The contrast was quite
amazing.

in bed later I fell asleep locking
out over Start Bay with this
brilliant illumination overhead as
the full moon began to wane.

~&-Around 4.30 a.m. I woke and looked

out to check the weather to find
greater cloud cover and about a
mile out:to sea I could see a dark
cloud mass reaching to the water
indicating a heavy squall passing
through - but etched against the
dark greyness was the magnetic
curve of a silver-white rainbow!

For several minutes 1 watched this
unmistakable shape hanging over the
water before it gradually faded
away . :

Later I awoke to brilliant sunlight
floocding into my room and began to
analyze what I had seen earlier,
concluding <that I had indeed

witnessed a Moon rainbow - a
Moocnbow! Thinking about it of
course all - the necessary

meteorological conditions exist on
a bright night for such a thing to
occur except that the moon reflects
the sun's rays which have been
diffused on its surface and have
therefore no prismatic colours,
only white light which is reflected
and refracted by the raindrops. In
fact, as if to dJdemonstrate that
fact, as I 1left at about 10.30
a.m., another squall passed through
and produced the real thing arching
over the farm in all it's
iridescent beauty.

If you too have ever witnessed
something unusual, why not tell us
about it?

Ed. comment: I think it was an
cmen Andrew - the fairies are after
you, beware!

Visits to and by the Met Office
Following mention of these at the

Club evening in November, it can
now be confirmed that Neil Price

from the Bristol office will come
to speak to us at the April '94
meeting - (the AGM and Open Evening
must come first!)

We can also go to the Bristol
office in groups of about twelve
any evening in late January. If
you are interested, please contact
John Morris before the January
meeting, where arrangements can be
confirmed.

Advertisement
Bropeller

Newton Propeller 60" x 42"

Pusher from 503 single carb Rotax.
Good condition £60.

Alpha rear steering complete £75.
Telephone Dave Steade.

0205 820598

Helmet Bags

Made to order for Flash II and
Alphas - to attach to trike.
Two side pockets.
£38
Tel Adrian LLovyd
0885 482504
or Gay Nesbit
0684 561822
~.

N

Annie Wales

After six years in the editors
chair and producing nearly 70 odds
Airscrews, Annie is departing this
land for the colonial outback of
that former penal colony,
Austrailia. (The things one has to
do get off the committee!)

We cannot thank her enough for all
the time and effort she has put in
over the vyears to get the
newsletter to you every month and
on time. We are indeed in her debt.
We wish her all the best for her
year's sojourn in the outback and
lock forward to her return when
doubtless she'll tell us all about
it. Pnnie - we've booked a lecture
slot for your return in Jan 1995!



