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SeVem\/aHey Microlight Club

News Views and Crewroom Gossip

SVMC ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 18th January 1992

The Club’s Annual General Meeting
will be held at the new venue of St
Peter’s Church Sogial Club, just off
Black Dog Way in Gloucester on
Wednesday 15th January at 20.00hrs,

The Agenda will be as follows: -

Chairman’s Report

Treasurer's Report

Election of Officer for 1992

Setting Membership fee for 1992

Any Other Business including pro-
grammme for 1992

Regretably parking is fairly limited
at the club itself, but is available either
in adjacent streets or at Courts just
oppcsite the Church itself. Please
refer to map included.

Dawn to Dusk
Competition

Earlier this year Chris Wales and

partner Rosie Callinan entered the

Dawn to Dusk Competition, and their
exploits were expounded by Rosie at
the October Club meeting. At the time
the results of the competition had yet
to be published.

On 12th December Chris and Rosie
plus entourage went up to London to
find ocut their fate, and came away with
the Microlight Trophy. We are ad-
vised that it was such a large trophy
that they had their doubts about
travelling with it on the London
Underground. Infactit is én extremely
beautiful silver punch bowl which
bears such illustrious names as

‘We just hope that Chris can afford to
fill it to celebrate their wonderful
achievement. Well done.

Redlands Hots Up

With the recent spate of homebuild-
ing projects, Don Law has seen en
opportunity to utilise all the serap by
installing a wood burning stove in the
crewroom at Redlands! We are ad-
vised that sc hot did the stove get that
the place nearly went on fire and that
hasty medification had to be done to
insulate one wall to allow entry to the
adjacent toilet. We are advised by re-
cent visiting members that the warm
crewroom and cup of coffee was espe-

cially welcome after the cold flight
down to Swindon!

OPEN EVENING
Wednesday 1Sth February

The Club will once again be holding
an Open Evening at St. Peter’s Hall,
Black Dog Way, Gloucester to which
members are invited to bring friends
and family and anyone else that might
be interested in microlighting. Thisis
our annual recruitment evening which
consists of an illustrated talk and film
with the intention of introducing the
public to microlighting and encoura-
ging them to take up the sport. It wll
be well advertised in the local press
but there's no recommendation like a
personal recommendation from an
existing SYMC member.

Come and See the
Hardware

The Open Evening will be followed,
weather permitting, by the usual Fly-in
at Woolstone on Sunday February
23rd. to introduce prospective new
members to the hardware. Would all
airworthy pilots please standby for air-




experience flights from 10.00am on-
wards. Friends and family are wel-
come but please remember that air-
fields are potentially dangerous places
for young children left unattended

Woolstone Gate

Would all those using the airfield at
Woolstone ensure that the gate is
closed when quitting the field. There
is an automatic locking device on the
gate and those wishing to visit the field
should ring any Committee Member
for the combination number in order
to unlock it

Social Reports

Woolstone Treasure Hunt

This event scheduled for 10.30 am.
onSunday December 1st. never in fact
took piace due to almost IFR condi-
tions. Newvertheless there was an
amazing turn-out of spartan pilots -
more than were seen at many a sum-
mer fiy-in - which oaly goes to prove
that if the challenge is preat enough,
they'll turn up! And in spite of no
treasure hunt, an excellent lunch was
enjoyed by all, including two visttors
frorn across the Channel who are con-
vinced we do this all the {ime.

Skitles

A very successful skittles evening
took place af the Teddington Hands
on the evening of Tuesday 17th De-
cember when we once again let
Aerolite win, {They had come a long
way after all.) However it has been
noted that they operated the score
beard and that when we arrived, they
were practising! But at lease the
money stayed in the county. The chal-
lenge will continue....

ADVERTISEMENTS

Would anyone wishing to place an
advert in Airscrew please contact the
editor. All current advertisements

will be deemed to be no longer re-
quired for 1992 unless notified other-
wise.

Editor: Arnie Wales Glos. 760.341.

* Safer in the Air?

The following sad missive was re-
ceived from Roger Cale in December:
"Unfortunately, on a visit to France on
15th October, 1 was injured in a car
crash and suffered four broken ribs,
five stitches and torn ligaments in the
leg! So it was a week in a French
Hospital and aweek in an English one.
Three weeks ago my new Q arrived at
Madley and all I could do was to go
down and admire it "from afar}” With
tuclke I will soon be 100% once again
and I can get back into the air and
achieve the solo that I was so near to
before the accident.

QOnce consolation is that 1 have no
memory whatsoever of the accident,
either before, during or after!

Incidentally, if ever anyone wants a
‘crew’ to fill the spare seat, | am ready
and willing and available at almost any
time!

Sorry to hear your bad news Trevor

 znd we hope vou're much better by

now. Meanwhile, anyone going fora

Jjolly with a spare seat, perhaps you'd

like to contact Trevor - Tel:
0634.564685

A Homebuilder Diary -

John Hamer's Mini Max Project -
continued

On the morning of 23rd November 1
was at 2000ft testing Ken Cole’s air-
craft when I noticed a car roll up to my
front door with a trailer attached.
Ewen at that height I could see the
large wooden box on the trailer that
obviously contained the bits for the
project that is to keep me entertained
over the next few months or two years
as a friend said to me ie 1991 & 1992

The large box, 12x Zx 2 foot con-
tained all the bits required to build the
Mini Max with the exception of the
Rotax 447 engine which I had pur-
chased some days earlier in response
toan advert had seen at the AGM at
Donnington.

PeterHarveythe agent for Mini Max
inthe UK, and I struggled with the box
into my shed and I must confess that
my first thoughts were ‘I can't see all
this weight flying , they must have
made a lot of provision for serap!” -
Time will tell -

My first tesk was to unpack the "box’
and check whether all the items were
there. The wood was of all assorted
sizes but fortunately was all of it was
numbered so checking it off against
the packing list was relative easy. The
metal items though proved more of 2
challenge and required mmuch refer-
ence to plans and mstructions. All this
took time. It was thus not until day two
that wood was cut.

Fortunately 1 had had the plans and
instructions for some time and had
read them thoroughly, so building was
able to be commence virtually right
away. Onadvice, | choose to build the
simplest structure first - the fin. Al
though the plans are comprehensive,
nofull size drawings are provided {ex-
cept the wing ribs) and thus the first
task was to transfer all the eritieal

~ dimensions ontc the bench which I

had covered with lining paper. Once
drawn out it was a question of select-
ing the right timber and cutting to
lenpgth and then gluing. This is done
with a two part expoxy resin and the
Jjoint held together with 1/8" ply gus-
sets which are temporally stapled in
place. The gussets themselves all have
to be cut individually and chamfered
priorto gluing and this is time consum-
mg. Once one side was glued itwasa
question of leaving it to dry before
turning the structure over and gluing
and stapling the gussets to the other
side. Once complete it was then a
question of sanding the whole strue-
ture down including putting the
profile on the leading edge.

The process was then repeated with
the fin, bit this time it was more tricky
as the fin has a profile that prevents 1t
being built flat as with the rudder and
thus various blocks were utilised to pet
the structure aligned correcily. Ex-
perienced gained here meant that I
devised a far better and more precise
jiggingarrangementwhen building the
elevator which has an identical profile.
With the fin & rudder finished the




hinges were then inserted and then a
recognisable shape was at last seen.

The exercise was then repeated with
the tailplane and elevator although
this time on a bigger scale. With the
two structures completed, the mo-
ment of truth arrived when the two
were mated together, yes - the holes
did align and it did look like the draw-
ing}

There now followed a short interlude
from-woodwork while all the metal
fittings were manufactured. Manufac-
tured being the operative word, as the
kit supplied only bar or tube and the
rest was up to you. The thought of
having to file so much was daunting
until I discovered that my bench san-
der did an efficient job on aluminium
as on wood.

With the tailplane structure now
complete, I felt it was time to consult
the professionals. Indeed it is a man-
datory requirement to get your work
signed off, sowith the bits I had manu-
factured and the plans, I ventured off
to see Eddie Clapham at Oldbury.

Hewas more than enthusiastic about
what] had done and was very encour-
aging as well as supplying useful ad-
vice.,

With the back end done, it was time
to start the long job of making the
wings. The first task was construction
of a wing rib jig to build the 24 ribs
required. Thiswas done on a separate
5x1 foot board. First the plan was laid
down overwhich a sheet of heavy duty
polythene was placed to prevent the
glue sticking. Thejob then followed of
making all the formers and holding
devices so that each rib came out
exactly to size. From this planfjig I
then cut all the wood required and
shaped all the gussets required - ap-
proximately 1200 in all. It took over
three days to complete this task. It was
then back to gluing and stapling as
befors. Bach rib tock about an hour to
glue up with the exception of the end
and cenire ribs which required special
strengthening inserts and end pieces.
Progress was helped along, when on
Christrnas eve as a goodwill gesture
my wife brought me out a cup of coffee
and then proceeded to accidentally(?)
lock me in - so all I could do for next
few hourswas build ribs without being

guilty of neglecting my Christmas
duties!

I have now reached the stage of hav-
ing completed all the ribs, including
destapling them all. This latter task
was an option, but I caleulated that asl
had used about 3000 and as this repre-
sente<a significant weight, and as then
final aircraft weight is still a bit of &
guess, I decided to save another
couple of pounds just in case.

Further work on the wings has been
held up while I have started to mock
up the engine installation as my plan
tolowertheengine below the cowl line
will require specific PFA approval
The largest problem being that al-
though the thrust line of the engine is
retained by inverting the gearbox, the
thrust line through the engine mount-
ing itself has now been raised and an
additional securing point to the air-
frame needs to be identified. In addi-
tion the cooling problems of burying
the engine are also being addressed.
The task is being achieved at the mo-
ment by cutting pieces of cardboard to
exact size and seeing where adjust-
ment and additions need to be made.
Thechangeswillthenbe drawn upand
the whole submitted to the PFA for
hopefully their approval.

For the record, | now ¢ompleted
over 100 hours to date and the seeret
I've found is try to do something each
day no matter how small. At that rate
the project seems to keep ticking
along. The project is expected to take
about 500 hours although the manual
mndicates a lot lesss When will it fly? -
everybody keeps asking me - well that
depends on many things - but hope-
fully before the end of the summer -
which on current weather forecasts
comes out about 1st June!

To be continued .......

SVMC WISHES ALL ITS MEM-
BERS A VERY HAPPY AND
SAFE NEW YEAR
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Severn\/alley Microlight Club

February Issue 1992

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 1992

It has become a tradition to begin
this report with a review of the past
vear's weather. 1991 was no exception
to the usual unpredictable frontal sys-
tems followed by sluggish anticy-
clopes. However in between a consid-
erable number of flying hours have
been flown byour Club members both
in this country and abroad.

H. Flight

Following our February intake of
new members, Bill Austin launched
his training programme with eight stu-
dents and his band of volunteer in-
structors. The standard achieved this
year reached a new high with an aver-
age pass mark of 90% - an excellent
start to the flying careers of the fve
students who finished the course.
They were then in the hands of their
"Godfathers’ who introduced those
who had not already flown, to flying
microlights and assisted them through
the ab-initio stage of student flying.

David Steade led the way as the first -

student to pass his GFT, again in what
mmust have beenrecord time. Themost
recent GFT success is Jobn Cafful
from an earlier flight, a great achieve-
ment after many frustrations.
Currentlythereisan R/T courserun-
ning with eight members attending in-
struction at Staverton Flying Scheol

thankstoJenny Lyonsand Steve Hen-
der. Many thanks to Biil Austin for
running the training side so efficiently
and successfully.

Membership

We ended the year wiih sixiy-eight
members, a few less than last year. Of
our members, a greater number than
ever now either own or share an air-
craft and it is this aspect which creates
a solid core of dedicated and enthusi-
astic members which helps to encour-
age new rmembers.

FI};—ins;fOuts

40 aircraft signing the log. An excel-
lent day in good flying weather was
followed by a barbeque in the evening,
Of particular note in 1991 are two
separate trips to France made by Club
members. The first by Robbie Keene
and Chris Wales who crossed the
channel and flew as far east as Stras-
bourg before returning via Belgium to
Hdlland and horne. JohnHamer, with
Mark Cox as crew, then joined a
gaggle of flexwings including Don
Law, Harry Niece, John Flack and
Dave Young who again crossed the
channel and flew well into French ter-
ritory, returning after many adven-
tures and well satisfied that touring in
microlights is definitely onl

Keith Lindley, as Fly-ins organiser
has had the most unenviable job this
year with so much of his programme
having to be scratched because of the
weather. However he kept smiling
and produced some exceilent cutings
such as to Weston Park, Tasley,
Oakley, Finmere, Old Warden and
Swansea. Each occasion was an
eventful trip and much enjoyed by the
crews that took part - or most of them!
It was good to be visited by members
of many other clubs who are always
assured of a welcome at Woolstone
(PPR).

Our most successful Fly-in at Wocl-
stonewas on Z7th July and resulted in

Flying Competitions

Hughand Liz Bethune are now thor-
ocughly enjoying the competition
scene. They entered both the Nation-
als and the Round Britain Rally. The
latter proved to be a bit soggy for some
but much enjoyed by most. The
DAwn to Dusk competition had two
Club entries. John Hamer photo-
graphing Welsh costal wartime aero-
dromes and Chris Wales and Rosie
Callinan following a ley line from
Cornwall to Lincolnshire. Sadly
John's well planned irip bed to be
abandoned due to low cloud but Chris
and Rosie not only completed their



trip but to their and everyone else’s
surprise, they walked away with the
Microlight Trophy! A noble success.

Club Safety

There have been no serious acei-

dents this year. Many thanks to Vic
Beoth for looking after the Club’s
Safety interests so well, a very respon-
sivle position.

1991 Club Meetings

Following our annual recruiting eve-
ning with an "Introduction to Micro-
lighting’, the rest of the year’s pro-
gramrme is summarised as follows:

March - A presentation by Mainair
with John Binidge and Jim Cunliffe,

April-"Over the Horizon' with John
Hamer.

May -'Rolling in the Sky’ - The Red
Arrows, a video.

June - ’A Trip to the Continent’ -
Robbie Keene and Chris Wales.

July - 'The Round Britain Rally’ -
Hugh Bethune.

September - "The Battie of Britain
Pdemoral Flight' by Sq. Ldr. Andy
Tomalin.

October - 'Dawn to Dusk Competi-
tion’ - Rosie Callinan.

November-"How I built my Kitfox' -
Stephen Watkins.

December - Skittles evening with
Long Marston.

A wide selection of very interesting
topies which were much appreciated
by those who attended the varicus
meetings.

Scocial Events

Demand for the old style of Social
events seems to be waning, neverthe-
less in May Robbie Keene again pro-
vided his lovely old barn for a very
successful Barn Dance. At a second
attempt, due to bad weather, Bob
Hinds provided his new sirip and his
swimming pool for a Fly-in,swim-in-
barbeque which was a great success -
many thanks Bob for your hospitality.

TheninDecember, in lieu of a dinner
dance, which did not attract enough

support, a skittles match with Long
Marston was held at the Teddington
Hands Pub. A most enjoyable evening
ensued during which we graciously
allowed them to win}

We also used the same venue for the

-Treasure Hunt finish on two ocea- -
sions, thcuigh conditions on the'second ™

tripwere not too favourable - however
the food was good!

As usual, Dave Read had done a
great job in both organising and
rounding up support for the various
functions. Sadly he is not seeking re-
election this year. We shall miss his
enthusiasm but feel sure it will pop up
somewhere else before long!

Yenue

Our venue had to change in August
due to the Airport Inn undergoing
major alterations. We moved to the
Vintage Motoreyele Clubhouse at
Staverton until December but found
that it was too small for our larger
meetings and is also now temporarily
dry® as the pub next door is being
sold! So St. Peter’s Hall here in Glou-
cester will be our venue on the 3rd.
Wednesday in the month for the fore-
seeable future,

Alrserew

Again Annie Wales has done a mar-
vellous job editing Airscrew. She can
always use new material so if you have
anything at all which you think might
interest members, put it on paper and
let her have it. Thank you Annie.

Woolstone Airfield

1991 bas been a much better year.
Firstly planning permission was con-

firmed for the next three years. Sec--

ondly the number of movements re-
corded have risen from 270 in 1990 to
403 in 1991, proving the airfield hasa
very important role to play and mem-
bers are using it more together with
visitors form other clubs. Graham
Arthur has been working away behind
the scenes to achieve both our plan-
ning success and negotiations with the
farmer over rent, and generally keep-

ing a very tidy airfield - many thanks
Graharm.

Home Builders

- -;i’erhaps the most notable feature of .

1991 has been the rolling our and dis-
playing of the latest completed kit
built aircraft. Stephen Watkins led
the way with his superb Kitfox fol-
lowed by Geoff Hoult’s beautiful Rans
Coyote. Both aircraft are prime exam-
ples of quality workmanship and have
really set the standard for those to
follow. There are currently four
MW¢6's under construction and also
the only single seater Minimax. We
lock forward to progress reports and
seeing each aircraft completed. Inthe
meantime, we wish the builders pa-
tience and determinmation, as by all

~ accounts they will need plenty of both!

Club Finances

Financially the Club is in good shape.
A small surplus was made in 1991 and
the accounts together with next year's
budgetshow how it is still possible with
tight control on expenditure, o keep
the subscription at such a modest
level. Robbie Keene is not seeking
re-electionin 1992 so we owe him a big
debt of gratitude for all the work he
has put into controlling the Club's fin-
ances whilst being Treasurer. Many
thanks Robbie.

N

Finally

Despite the Club’s nomadic exist-
ence this autumn searching fro a good
base for out monthly meetings, it has
been a good year for the SVMC. As
Club Secretary, John Hamer putsin a
lot of work behind the scenes as well
as supporting the Chairman - thank
you John and all the Committes, for
your cheerful and hardworking sup-
port.

Andrew John

Chairman SVMC 19g1




News Views and crewroom Gossip

JC Does it at Last

We are pleased to report that John
Cafful has at last passed his GFT and
all his ground exams. Incidentally he
got 100% in the new Human Perfor-
mance and Limitations exam. We
must congratulate Jolm on sticking
with it through all the frustrating time
and finally coming out on top. Well
done John. We hope to see you in the
skies around here soon.

Round Britain Rally

The Great Microlight Rally or
Round Britain race as it is affection-
ately knowm is cnce again scheduled to
take place in mid June. As usual the
start point will be at Manchester (Bar-
ton) and is liable to take the competi-
torsall over the country in the ensuing
few days. Anyone cne who has regis-
tered an entry or who is thinking of
taking part is asked to contact John
Hamer. If you would like to take part
but haven't got a partner or would just
like to goalong for the ride, why don't
you contact him to see if there are any
spare places?

"See the Hardware" Fly-In

Asafollow up to the Open Night on
19th February, therewillbeaflymto
Woolstone onr Sunday 23rd February
from 10.00am to show the hardware to
interested people and to take them
flying, All members are urged to make
a special effort to bring along their
aircraft and a spare helmet.

Ground School

SVMC ground school will start on
Monday 24th February at the Vintage
Motor Cycle Clubhouse at Staverton.
This iswhere we had the October and
Nowmber meetings. Members are

welcome to come along and support
the new trainees.
See programme and map.

" Cost of the 13 lecture training course -
is to rernain at £25 - Where else can
you get such good value?

(Sainsburys?)

Catsbury’s Runway
Improvements

‘Whether it's related to John's new
project and his worry about getting his
craft down, or whether the gales be-
fore Christmas had a helping hand we
are not told. Visitors however to John
Hamer's strip at Hartpury will note
there is now nc longer a large tree at
the end of his runway 15, in fact it is
now possible to land the other way ie
on 33. We are advised that runway 15
is still the preferred runway being
slightly uphill and 33 should only be
used when there is a northerly/north-
westerly wind blowing and landing
must be on the threshold due to the
adverse siope. Incidentally visitors are
welcome, but a briefing from John is
advisable for those that haven't been
there before. Circuits are to the south
and there are facilities (somewhat bet-
ter than just a caravan!)

Membership Fee

Asagreedat the AGM, the member-
ship fee will remain unchanged at £30.
Please note this is due now, so please
send/give your money plus completed
membership form to Dennis Beale.

TREASURER’S NOTES

By Dennis Beale

On taking over as Treasurer { would
like to thank Robbie on behalf of the
Club for the time and effort he has

" given whilst filling this roles I hope to

continue the efficient standards he has
set.

—-After theAGM T did Suggest tEatar == -

each Club night we hold a raffle. It bas
always surprised me that we have a
series of very interesting talks which
must attract expenses, yet there isnever
a collection of Club night subs or any
other form of fund raising. I will donate
the prize for our next meeting, It is not
intended to go round forcing people to
buy tickets but to have a table where
they are for sale. So please make the
effort to buy some. Anyone who wishes
to donate prizes or help by selling tic-
kets at future evenings will be well re-
ceived (touch forelock, bow, scrape,
creep, lick??..e. etc.)

There was considerably strong feeling
at the AGM for increasing the annual
subs. I agree that it is good for a Club
to be fmancially healthy. It was also
argued that increased membership is
the best way to raise income and that a
lower membership fee achieves this.
Both these points are valid and I think
we can have the best of both worlds by
getting our additional income from

such things as raffles.

If the membership would like, I am
happy to give a periodie (quarterly or
half-yearly) report on the financial
status and projected out-turn Mean-
while please renew subs quickly; 1 am
happy to do this at Club night or to
receive them by post.

1992 Ground School -’1
Flight’

The weskly classes for the four
ground exams will commencs on
Monday 24th February. Therewill be
a total of thirteen sessions including
the exams. All classes and exams will
be held on Mondays - except for Bank
Holidays - at the Vintage Motor-cycle
Club premises next to the Plough Inn,
Gloucester Road, Staverton, starting
at 7.00 pm.



The Course s divided into three main
sections:-

andattention andwasscon ready to be

- placed over the gleaming black car-

riage. As a final check, Barbarella op-

1. Three lectures on the technical ened the right hand canopy window.

aspects of flight, engines  and three

axisfweightshift aircraft.

(Three lectures)

3. Air Lawand Human Performance

Limitations. {Three lectures)

At theend of each section you will be
able to take the CAA exam which re-
mains valid for twelve months from
A more detailed pro-
gramme is available from the Club

that date.

Training Officer, Bill Austin.

SVMC Pantomime

By Bill {Charming) Austin

Once upon a time there was a pilot
called Barbarella who lived with
Prince (Charming) Bill. Theyhad an
upmarket Flash 2 Alpha carriage and
psychedelic canopy to match. One
day after the return of their carriage
from Santa’s workshop in Rechdale,
the weather was just right for a flight
of fancy so away they went to Wool-
stone full of anticipation and excite-
ment.

The cancopy had first to be assem-
bled which was done with due care

Whatwas this? Small, solid, black de-

posits and chewed up zip fabric! It

)  couldn’t bel No! Not nowd What of
2“Nav1gatxon -and Meteoroiogywﬂthe&efrhandwmdow%eirwoe‘ The - -

plastic zip tang and part of the zip
came awey In Barberelle’s hand and
there was a hole in the canopy fabric!

"Oh fie and a plague uron your han-
gar}” cried Barkarella, (ThisIS afairy
storyremember) "Now I will never get
to Long Marston.”

{Note: thiswas the best substitute for
a ball available.)

The mice had feasted right royally
and were now too fat to be turned into
horses.

The canopy and carriage were sadly
packed away to be towed back to the
stately home by a horseless carriage.
What was to be done? It was a mere
ten days to Christmas.

Prince (Charming) Bill had an idea.
Would Santa’s workshop be able to
perform a miracle? A telephone call
to Santa Claus Cunliffe in his work-
shop in Rochdale resulted in an invi-
tation to wisit his grotto to see if his
elves could work a miracle, Barbarel-
la was so excited . A four a.m. start, a
three hour journey and she would at
last mest Father Christmas!

The job was done. The elves had
excelled themselves and a beaming
Santa sent them on their way with a
canopy as good as new and a carriage
thoroughly inspected and tested.

_All fairy stories come to a happy

“end. - Yes, Barbarella will_go to-the -~ ..

ball (sorry, Long Marston) and
Prince Bill W111 be anxiously awaiting
his next visastaternent. The mice had
an early Chrisimas dipner costing
£200 (the parts alone cost caly
£1.33p!)

To finish the story one of the Club’s
ugly sisters gave the happy couple a
present to mark the occasion - a book
entitled 'Mouse Tales - All you never
wanted to know about mice.’

Ed. oote: Which ugly sister was that
then??

ADVERTISEMENT
Flash I Alpha 503

GMVBN

Excellent condition

Long range tank.

Full instrumentation
Battery-chargerfregulator
Strobes

Newton prop.

Loads more.

Hangared at Don Law's place
{Going 3 axis)
Tel0367.241404

Homebuilder’s Diary

Episode 3

The story so far:-

" Last September John Hamer em-
barked on a homebuilding project to
give him something to do during the
winter, He chose to build a single seat
wooden shoulder wing monoplane
called a Mini Max and powered in his
case by a Rotax 447 engine. November

saw his kit arrive and during the same

month hewasfortunateenocugh to pro-
cure a low hour second hand engine.
There ensured frantic cutting and
sticking of wood, and a the whole tail-
plane was completed by Christrmas.

The Christrmas holidays saw him lite-
rally locked in his shed by his wife mak-
ing the ribs for the wings. He takes up

the story again:-

With the long Christmas holidays
over, the pace of building has slowed
duetclesshours being available and the
occasional bouts of flying, although the
recent fogs have helped the building,
All the ribs were finished at the begin-

- ning of the month together with all the

hinges to fix the aillercns. This required
some outside help to finish off the rea-
ming of the holes which form the bear-
ingsurface. Itwas then on with the main

and rear spars. So as to keep the build-

ing process ever, the spars were done
in pairs. In addition it helped ensure
that a left and right were built and not
twoof oneside. John Cafful came to my

assistance when the time came to
chamfered the edges precisely to 10
degrees. This had to be done out-
side, for a clear length of over 24 f1.
was required for the spar to be feed
threugh the sander and out the
other side. I booked John for the
Saturday morning when a trip to
Finmerewas on the cards. I offered
him the carrot of going to Finmere
if he turned up and the weather was
suitable. He turned up on time, but
jointly we decided things didn't look
too good flying wise so we got on
with the task in hand, which we
completed just as the heavens
started to open. I'm told some
people actually went there in this
downpour, or rather found their
way backd Now they know why I'm



looking forward to flying an enclosed
cockpit aircraft again!

With the spars finished, the right wing
was started. The completed nbs were

slid onto the rear spar. Both spars were
thenghied/pinned into place. The next

pas—Rac-h 4 3

“taskwas the diagonal oress bracing fol-~

lowed by the compression struts be-
tween the two spars. Here Iranintoa
problem The plans called up RS17 -
all the timber in the kit is numberad. [
went to the box - no RS17. The packing
list also omitted this. The instructions
also didn't mention if, but I knew these
hadyet to be updated to reflect the new
Mini Max 91 design. Soitwas on to the
phone to Peter Harvey. Peter didn't
bave any in stock, but said he would go
to Bristol to fetch some for me. This
allowed me time to finish off the alumi-
nium pieces to hold the wings and struts
on. There are 16 of these and these are

now currently away being anodised.
Within 48 hours Peter was on the door-
step and thus building was able to pro-
ceed. All the bracing and boxing in of
the ends has now been completed.

. Addingthencseribsand thenthep

AINAT LIS e =

“sheeting ; ‘and finishing off the aileron{"

which at the moment is still fixed io the
wing will take about another wesk's
WOrK - assurning no interruptions - like
fiying. In parallel with building , mo-
menis have been snatched to complete
the *lowered” engine mock up and con-
sult everyone about the additional top
fixing. A trip was made to Nigel Beale
to procure his advice as well as a pro-
pellerandan exhaust. A set of the exist-
ing plans were photocopied (thank you
Adrian Smith) and have been modified
to reflect the changes I require to pro-
ducs the streamlined front end. The
whole submission - 20 pages in all, is

currently with the PFA awaiting their
approval

When isit expected to fly is the most
question I get asked, well after nearly
200 hours on the projest, it is still on

“programme o be ready o fly by st

June.

Incidentally everyone is most wal-
cometocome and see the project, and
I won't be employing the "Voyager
Seven Minute rule”. This is whers the
Rutans had a similar open door policy
when building their aireraft. They
would stop and explain their project
to any visitors, but if they stayed more
than seven minutes they were ex-
pected to work.!

To be continued
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INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlighf Club was formed in 1933 to promote responsible microlight flying, Currently the member

_ship is nearly 80 strong with the majority living and working in and around the Cheltenham and Gloucester area. Over— — — v ——.

balf the membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the various training schocls in the area, their own fields
or from the Club field, Weolstone, which is located just north of Bishops Cleeve off the Evesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

A monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.
A monthly meeting at the Airport Inn at Staverton on the third Wednesday in the month with a speaker ona microlight

or other aviation related topic.
Many organised Fly-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, including barbecuss, dances ete.

Aircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstone.

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the PPL{A) Group D exams.

R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Alffiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Assoctation (BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

*  Commitee Members:

® Chairman - Andrew John
Home=038689.229
Work 033639.217

® SecretaryJohn Hamer
Home 045270.314
Work 0242.533628

® Treasurer - Dennis Beale
Home 0452.750424
Work 02725437217

@ Safety Officer - Vic Booth
Home/Work 0242.583333

@ Training Officer - Bill Austin
Home/Work 0242 515064

® Woolstone Airfield Controller - Greham Arthur
Home 6242.522754

® Adrscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales
Home045276.341 .

@ Special Functions Organiser - Nigel Bailes
Home 0285.659318

® FlyinOrganiser - Robbie Keene
Home 0452414975
Work 045221014

*  Cther Useful People

® Inspectors
Dave Read 053181.245/0242.673361

John Hamer 045270.314/6242 533628

@ Check Pilots
John Hamer 045270.314
Adrian Lloyd 0885.82504
Don Law 0793.740854/0793.790052

*  Club members use the following fiying schools:-

Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Awon 07389.299229
Air Play. Madley Airfield, Hereford 0981.251242

Awvon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
0789.204010

Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Norton
0608.678741 -

M4 Microlights, South Wanborough, Swindon
0793.790052

Sabre Airsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056881.8163

Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
0666.504032
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SeVern\/alley Microlight Ciub

Blareh Topus 19893 -

News Views and Crewrcom Gossip

Flying News

Hardware Day at Woolstone,

Sunday 23rd. February was 'See the
Hardware in Action Day’ at Wool-
stone - the follow-up to the Open
Night the previous Wednesday. The
Gods were in a good mood and gave
us fine, flyable weather for a change.
Statistically the morning can be re-
corded as nine aircraft present onthe
field representing seven different
makes, of which four were three-axis
machines and five were flexwings.

As far as flights were concerned,
twelve persons who attended the
Open Night were given flights as well
as a number of friends of Club mem-
bers - many for the first time in a
microlight. All of them emerged from
the experience with the obligatory ear-
to-ear grin (of enthusiasm and exhilar-
ation rather then reliefl.)

Without a doubt the morning can be
recorded as a great success in promot-
ing our sport but not without saying a
bigthankyou tothe pilots who werked
hard without compiaint and gave free-
ly of their time, fuel and enthusiasm to

allow others to experience the free-
dom of the skies.

Abigthankyouto Bill Austin too, for
quietly ensuring the safety which is so
essential in making these occasions a
success.

On the mMove

Following John Cafful successful ac-
quisition of his licence, he and Dennis
Beale have moved their aircraft out of
Long Marston to Over, and both have
been recently seen exploring the new
sites of Gloucestershire.

Fly Out

The next major event in the calendar
is the Festival of Transport being held
at Weston Park. The Midland Micro-
light ciub run the aviation side of the
event and make everyone flying in
most welcome as well as usually feed-
ingthem. Itisnormal that a large party
from the ¢lub go there over the long
Easter weekend (18th-20th April) and
some have been known to camp there.
All members are encouraged to go
and those without aircraft should con-
tact those with as there will be many
spare back seats. Further details can
be obtained from John Hamer.

Visit to Portugal

Don Law is planning an extended
expedition this summer. Following the
minor foray into France last summer,
ke is planamg to Cross the Channel
once again and go down through
France, into Spain and all the way
round the coast to Portugal. He then
plans to take the short way back over
the Pyrannees! The planned dates are
to leave Redlands on Thursday 7th
May and return before 17th May.
Anyone interested in going should
contact Don on 0793 790052. Good
Luck Don and we look forward to
hearing about your adventures. We'll
bock you in for @ monthly talk!

Pied Piper Appeal

Chris Wales, whowon the the Micro-
light Section of the Dawn to Dusk
Competition, has come up with an
even more ingenicus idea for this
year's competition. His intention is to
ftyfrom Overto Hamlyn (in Germany)
and to combine the Dawn to Dusk
attempt with a sponsorship for Glou-
cestershire Hospital's Pied Piper Ap-
peal. For such an excellent idea, we



hope all members will be generous
enough to sponsor Chris, especially
for this very worthy local cause. We
also wish him a safe and successful
flight whenever he decides to do it -
some time in June apparently.

Ground School Training

Miracles do sometimes happen! At
theend of Open Night, three souls had
commitied themselves to thirteen
wesks of blood, sweat and tears - (the
Training Officer had only tears!)
Nevertheless the Hamer magnetism
drew ten people to the introductory
session (or was it just that there was
nothing better on TW?)

When work really started in earnest
on 2nd. March, nine persons not only
turned up but paid upas well. Four of
these are new Club members and the
others are existing members. Wewish
them all the best of luck in the coming
weeks and hope that they will all start
their flying training as soon as
possible.

Monthly Meati

Monthly Meotings

The programme Ior the monthly
meetings is as follows:-

18th March - John Flack talking
about Pegasus Microlights.

22nd April - Geoff Hoult describing
his trials and tribulations experi-
enced in the construction of his Rans
S6.

20th May -Ron Bates on Rotax en-

ines - their maintenance and

17th June- Robbie Robertson - glid-

ing

All lectures will take place in the St
Peter’s Social Club on the third Wed-
nesday of each month at 8.00pm.

If there is anvone out there with
something interesting to say or knows
of someone who has a talk that might
interest the club, please contact John
Hamer.

Squawk!

If anyone has 2 grievance they feel
the Club ought to be aware of, or the

2

Comrmiites just won't be bothered
with, please use Airscrew to air your
views. Incidentally, it doesn't abso-
lutely have to be a grievance - there
could be the faint possibility that
someone out there wants {o say some-
thing mice? Whatever vour views,
please write to Annie Wales and you
will be assured of valuable newsietter

space.

For Sale...........

The Cheirman has recently been
heaving problemswith his infercom sys-
tem, to the extent that his passenger
has been unable to talk to him This
episode reminds one of a advert seen
ina well known magazine * For Sale -
One headset - suitable for nervous
passenger or wife - microphone does
notwork.”

Membership Fees

Memberships fees are now overdue
and all those that haven't paid are
asked to send their dues to Dennis
Beale- a membership form is enclosed
with this newsletter for those out-
standing. For those that do not rejein,
thiswill be the last newsletter that you
will get. In addition please don't ex-
pect such a warm welcome should you
subsequently turn up to any of our
events or our airfield If vou wish to
have the benefits of the club then
please pay now.

Insurance

The Clubhasbeen approached by an
insurance agent with a view to provid-
ing ground risks insurance for micro-
lights. The rates being quoted are
1.5% on the value of the microlight
with a £500 excess and 2.0% on the
valuewith a £250 excess, This equates
t0£90 on a £6000 microlight assuming
the insured undertakes to pay the first
£500 of any claim. Members are re-
minded that "microlight” crime is on
the increase with more than 10 stolen
lest year alone, so for those that wish
to insure their treasured possessions
then further details can be obtained
from John Hamer.

Licences

To keep your licence valid you need
your Log Book stamped every thir-
teen months. Don Law is qualified
and prepered fo do this for the usual
fee of £6.00, £3.00 of which he wuill
genercusly donate to the Club, Please
see Don at any Club meeting.

Homebuilder’s Diary

The Continuing saga of John
Hamer's Mini Max

Last month I reported that I was just
completing the right wing; well this has
now been done and indeed the left
wing has also been completed. The
second wing took considerable less
time than the previous one as all the
major iterns ie the spars and the ribs
had already been completed. In addi-
tion I didn't have to read and under-
stand the plans so carefully this time
around although this confidence near-
lv lead me to make to a disaster when
I glued = couple of bits in the wrong
order. Progress during the period has
not been been limited both by visitors
{most welcome) and the fact that con-
siderable time out was taken getting
the talks ready for the club. The Ypro-
gramme"” is about a fortnight behind
schedule and slipping. The item that |
thought that would stop the show, ie
the modification to lower the engine,
hasnow been approved by the PFA so
from that point of view all is go. This
has aliowed the fuselage with the
modified front end to be started.

During the pericd I took time oui to
gowith Peter Harvey down to Bourn-
mouth to see one that had actually
been built. It was surprising what I
learntabout the machine and the ideas
that that I got. It is surprising what is
not on the plans despite them being
very comprehensive by normal stand-
ards. The aircraft has now also been
registered with the CAA and thus has
a

it own letters G-MYAW - appropri-
ate for a three axis aireraft! It wasn't
specially picked , it was in fact the next
one off the pile although a small but
imited choice was offered, it was de-



appropriate. In my conversation with
the CAA it was ascertained that my
aircraft was the tenth aircraft regis-
tered, of which it is thought that five
are currently flying.

To be continued.........

Safety is no Accident

By ¥ic Booth

With the flying season now with us
once more, it's a god time to turn our
thoughtsto safety and a letter I received
from the BMAA highlighting the dan-
gersof trying to land on form strips near
to power lines is worth thinking about.
There were two accidents involving
microlights colliding with power lines
while trying to land, one serious.

Iwould like to summarise the risks:

1. Bewveryaware of power lines, par-
ticularly near farm strips.

2. Use clues to find the lines - lock for
poles, pole shadows, clumps of grass in
straight lines and transformers. Lines
often run alongside roads, verges and
hedgerows.

3. Donot expect the wires to break on
contact - they are very strong.

4. Dangersof elecirocution exist even
after contact; never assume wires are
dead.

5. Inform the eiectricity company im-
mediately of any contact or of any air-
craft coming to rest near to the lines,

6. Donot kesitate to contact the com-
pany for advice.

Another aspect of safety of which we
should all be aware is engine starting
drill. An incident recently reported to
me concerned a weightshift aireraft and
a spectator.

So to all pilots: a good look arcund
and a very loud shout of “clear propl’
and then PAUSE for a fewseconds to
allow anyone in the vicinity of the pro-
peller to remove themsetves. The prob-
lem is probably greater for aircraft with
pusher props because the pilot’s field of
vision is more restricted, however, if in
doubt obtfain assistance.

Advice to spectators:  always treat
propellers as live and stay well clear,

particularly when people are aboard
the aircraft. Feed propellers on astrict
diet of fresh air not miscellaneous
human parts!

Editor’s Flight Report

KITFCX - A Real Little Beauty!

At Woolstone’s "Hardware Day’,
Stephen Watkins made me an offer I
couldn’t possibly refuse - a ride in his
recently completed Kitfox With only
44 hrs. on the clock so far, I felt this was
a privilege indesd,

First impressions were of a beauti-
fully finished, streamlined taildragger
with easy access through a perspex
door which hinges at the top and can
be removed for "through the air’ sum-
mer flying. The windscreen extends
over the rear spar giving exceilent visi-
bility and as there was a cool wind, it
was a pleasure not to have to don the
usual layers.

The high pitched two-stroke engine is
fairly noisy but what took my breath
away was e incredibly short take off
run - 60 ft, ai the most - and alarmingly
fastclimb out reminiscent of a glider oo
a winch launch! (I confessed to
Stephen later that I was waiting for
engine failure.) In fact the Kitfox is
capable of in excess of 1200 ft/min -
well earning itself the title of STOL.

This outstanding short field and
climb performance is apparently due
to the combination of the three blade
propeller, wing design and the 582 LC
liquid cooled Rotax engine which pro-
duces 64 hp. through 2.38 to 1 gearbox.

Seating is fixed which is a disadvant-
age if you are not as tall as Stephen. I
had fo sit on my jacket to enable good
wisibility. I also found the control ¢ol-
umn awkward as it was cranked too far
away and I really nesded another
cushion behind me. Stephen admis
he’snottoohappy with this himseif and
intends doinga moed. However the de-
lightfully light, crisp handling gave very
positive and immediate response in
both roll and yaw. Asanex- glider pilot
it was a treat to have rudder.

As we came onto approach, Stephen
took over with a spectacular sideslip,
kicking off drift and landing in practi-

cally as short a distance as the take-off
run. Very impressive.

‘With a cruise speed of 80 - 35 mph.
the Kitfox has a range of approximate-
Iy 255 milesand average fuel consump-

ion of 2.5 gals. per hour. For easy
hangarage and trailing, the wings eas-
ily swing back allowing the =ircraft to
be towed and stored in a normal sized
garage. If all this sounds too good to
be true, little wonder there are already
ion excess of 1000 up and flying in the
States and at least 77 already in UK
And you don' have to be a specialist
to build the kit either, but before you
get carried away - Stephen took 1500
brs. to construct his AND he's still
married!

QUASAR - Sleek, quiet and
comfortabie.

Iwas beginning to think I'd never get
the flight in the Quasar that Hugh Be-
thune had kindly offered me - but once
again, Woolstone 'Hardware Day’
proved the perfect opportunity.
Beside the overwhelming numbers of
Mainair Alphas, the Quasar looked
sleek and sophisticated with its gleam-
ing white all in one pod and wheel
fairing,

Pirst impressions were that it offered
a far more comfortabie ride to the
passenger than the Alpha. Seating was
more comfortable with no annoying
mono pole at the back of your head
and there was far less vibration. I
began to understand why Liz was still
enthusiastic about doing a second
Round Britain.

However, what you gain in comfort
you loose in outleok. Sitting at the
same level as the pilot means that for-
ward vision is severely restricted. Itis
also impossible to fly from the back
(unless you are content to dive) - a
serious drawback. In instruction,
training bars get around this but these
also constitute a risk hazard in cases of
crash landing.

Ground run and ascent raie are
much like the Alpha but Hugh demon-
strated the extremely forgiving stall
characteristic. At 42 mph. engine on
we were still climbing happily; at 35
mph. there was no attempt to drop a
wing, merely a soft wallow back tc fy-
ing speed, whereas roll control can be
effected with one hand.
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the Quasar has approximately four
hours flying on a full tank of 42 litres -
but the tank is immovable, definitely a
drawback to out-of-the- way landings.

Overall performance does nct quite
match uptothe Alpha but Hugh points
out that his engine is smaller - only 503
air cooled - and when the new Quasar
comesout around June with its 382 L.C
Rotax it will show its true colours. For
sheer gocd locks and comfort com-
bined with this new engine the Quasar
should be a competitor to be reckoned
with.

ower Himesh

A LiliFile

Fly-in to Finmere

by David Steade

Five aircraft and seven individuals
gathered at Woolstone on Saturday
25th for the Finmere Fly-in A high
pressure was prevalent for the wee-
kend but a front had been forecast
moving from the North West, sup-
posedly due to bring a little rain or
drizzie to the area by 15.00 hrs. How-
ever, as we were to learn later to our
cost, this was obviously another Mi-
chael Fish forecast. By 11.30 am. we
were off Hugh and Liz Bethunewith
their Quasar took the lead doing the
pathfinder role and Keith Lindley,
Graham Stailard, myself and John
Brewer with Andy Griffin s his pas-
senger all following on behind in Flash
Alphas. John Brewer who had come
over form his base at Long Marsten
had unfortunately left his map behind,
however hewas kindly loaned another
one at Woolstone but obviously had
decided that the use of maps was un-
sporting, so proceeded to leave this
one behind as well and spent the rest
of the day playing follow-my-leader.

The group headed North East in-
itially and then East passing to the
Nerth of Shipston-on-Stour, past the
glider site at Edgehill and then skirting
the North of Banbury. From there the
group veered further Scuth past Hin-
ton-in-the-Hedges and Turweston, fi-
nally into Finmere. The weather on
the way was crisp and above 2000feet
the clag cleared and a very enjoyable
flight had resulted. The flight fime
was only 50 mins. with the slight tail
wind. Although we were igncrant of
the fact at this time, it had been raining
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at Woolstone sinee 12,00 - indesd Bar-
bara and Biil Austin, who were putting
their aircraft together when we left,
were unable to get a flight in.

A brief stop was mede at Finmere
where we were all expertly guided to
our parking places by the local A.T.S.
which enabled us to take advantage of
the soupand sandwiches put on for the
occasion, however the bad weather
and misty conditions had limited the
turn out and after an hour or sc we
thoughtit prudent to make a start back
with the head wind that we knew we
had to contend with. Al about 2.00
pm. the group set off for the return
visit. Hugh and Liz Bethune in India
Mike, again leading the way and doing
an admirable job of navigating in the
somewhat murky conditions.

By the time we had reached Tur-
weston we were already starting to get
a hint of things to come with the spots
of rain appearing on the windscreen
and visor. The group retraced their
way in, following the power trans-
mission lines past Hinton to come
North of Banbury skirting the Upper
Heyford control zone. However, by
this time the five planes were becom-
ing quite split up with Hugh Bethune,
Greham Stallard and myself staying
together in the lead group but john
Brewer with Andy Griffin on beard
and Keith Lindley starting to drop fur-
ther behind. L

Bwentually a gap of some miles op-
ened up and the lead group lost con-
tact entirely with the two other air-
craft. The weather by this time had
also deteriorated and a steady persist-
ent drizzle was now being experi-
enced. The lead group with Hugh,
Graham Stallard and myself pressed
on, the navigation being accomplished
by following the main power trans-
mission line which runs virtually due
West from Banbury past Shipston-on-
Stour, skirting Evesham and event-
ually through Defford, the home base
for Hugh and Graham Stallard. Keith
Lindley and John Brewer were now
ieft to their own devices and presum-
ably making for Long MarstonasJohn
still had no map.

1 remembered some tirne ago when
purchasing my Aquatex Ozze suit the
guy did say that it was not completeiy
waterproof. Well, for anyone wonde-
ring, | can definitely confirm that state-

ment. The flight kack was taking con-
siderably longer with the head wind
than the flight in and apart from keep-
ing a careful eye out for the other two
aircraft, I found that the time could be
interestingly passed away by having a
small wager with oneself as to which
point the next cold trickle of water
would run down one’s body. The front
zips seemed to be the main eniry point
but even slight movement seemed to
produce a new torrent of ice cold
water. The aircraft seemed to be tcler-
ating the water better than the pilot and
there was no discernable changein the
ftying characteristics whatscever.

By now, as a result of a slight detour
taken by myseif, I had lost contact with
the other two members of the lead
groupand for the last fifieen miles I was
on my own. Heading slightly South to
the South of Broadway and then due
West to the left of Bredon Hill, where
to my relief I could see the River Avon
ahead and the motorway just in front,
turned right and flew IFM (I follow
motorways) for a few miles to my land-
ing field at Kempsey, much relieved to
be down on the ground. This bad cer-
tainly been one of those days that re-
minded me of the saying "It's much
better to be down on the ground wish-
ing you were in the air, than in the air
wishing you were on the ground.”

Hugh Bethune and wife, together
with Graham Stallard had also had a
difficult and wet journey back to Def-
ford but I am pleased to say with no
mishaps and both landed safely. The
tail end charlies, John Brewer with pas-
senger Andy Griffin, and Keith Lindley
had decided to head for John Brewer’s
place at Long Marston as predicted,
which in retrospect may have been the
best choice for us all. They landed in
torrential rain and Keith wisely de-
cided to leave his aircraft there for the
svening, returning on Sunday to fetch it
back with the trailer.

Well, this had been my first significant
cross-country flight and I must admit I
hope not to make ancther cne in such
atrocious weather conditions. Hoew
ever, it'sa little more experience and no
doubt I am now a little older and wiser.



Gaining The Heights
With the URCCF

The following is an article written for
the United Reform Church Caravan
Fellowship after the "victim' had met
upwith John Hamer:-

This was our first rally with the 'Fel-
lowship’ and | know one always strives
to get nearer to our maker but I feel
that this idea can sometimes be taken
a little too far. '

Sybil and I had arrived at Ashle-
worth, a little village near Gloucester,
where the URCCF were holding their
rally, on Friday afternoon. Everything
had gone smoothly till after the Sunday
morning service at the old twelfth cen-
tury church. I stupidly engaged into
conversation with a strange man
whose name turned out to be John
Qur discourse started off all right but
got arourd to fiving and microlights.
To cut a long story short, I was invited
over to see his flving machine in the
flesh, so o speak, after dinner. Time
was short as we had to pack up the
cargven and get off, bul Bybil wisely
said that she would take the awning
down while I slipped over to see the
microlight for @ couple of minutes.

Sooff1 set with my camera, a couple
of miles up the road to the address I
bad been given. This I found quite
easily, up a long farm track to a lovely
chocolate-box thatched cottage. Asl
approached, I noticed a little wind-
sock fluttering over a hedge in the cor-
ner of a rough field. Ha, he, the "pri-
vate airfield’ I chuckled to myself]

John picked up a large shovel and
took me through a stmall opening in his
back gerden that led into the rough
field.

"Why the big shovel? [ asked some-
what intrigued.

"Well I like to clear the cow drop-
pings in the field,* he replied and
started shovelling away as we walked,
true to his word.

Must be some custom, I thought to
myself,  expect it gets pretty lonely out
hereand thatcan have funny effectson
some people after a time.

“To be Conﬁqu.e,:) '_

A Cautionary Tale

By David Steade

Just after Christmas last year, having
carried out the winter maintenance on
my Alpha and it being some time since
theengine had been run, I decided that
a precautionary warm-up would be
worthwhile. | particularly wanted to
check the radic, as I recently changed
the original carbon plug leads for a
copper core variety and I had some
concern whether this may now cause
radic interference.

The trike was duly pushed around to
the back garden where the prepara-
tions were made.

A conveniently sized house brick was
placed under the front wheel (mistake
no. 1) end fuel placed into the tenk. I
donned my helmet intercom, turned
on the radio and got aboard. The en-
gine started after three or four pulls
and sounded its usual sweet self. My
left foot was held firmly on the front
brake and half revs were used to in-
itially warm up. However, after a
minute or so this became monotonous
5o 1 decided to set the hand throtile
{mistake no. 2.) After four or five
minutes, the engine was nicely warm
and the hand throttle was increased
slightly to about 5000 RPM on the ta-
chometer {mistake no. 3.) My concen-
tration now wandered as I became en-
grossed in the radio, attempting to
analyse whether there was any inter-
ference plresent {mistake nc. 4.)

Well, most people reading this will
have already guessed the next part of
the story. The aircraft, now under
about 75% thrust, decided that the
house brick and the footbrake were
not really man enough to hold it back.
The front wheel rose slightly and I
realised the trike was moving forward.
looked up - twelve feet of grass, eight
feet of flower bed and three feet of
pathway lay between me and the
gresnhouse!

0.87 seconds to impaciu. I lift my
foot from the foot throttle.

0.70 seconds to impact..... the engine
has not slowed; the trike is accelerating
rapidly. My brain, slightly confused, I
remove my left foot from the brake.

3.60 seconds to impact..... Taking my
foot off the brake had not slower the
engine either (well it wouldn't would
i1y I remember 1 have set the hand
throttle. I have now cleared the prass
and am making headway into the flower
bed. The irike is still accelerating rapid-

ly.

0.40 seconds to impact....l close the
hand throttle; my left foot is hard on the
brake once again. The trike has accel-
erated very rapidly unhindered by ex-
cess fuel, passengers or wing. My right
hand fumbles for the ignition switch.

0.20 seconds to impact...... The ignition
switch is turned off. I have now cleared
the flower bed, menaging neatly to miss
any valuable specimens - (only clever
part to this story.)

0.00 seconds. IMPACTY.. . There
did not seem any apparent deceleraticn
ofthetrike. A Maydaycallbad not been
made. The irike impaled itself two feet
into the front of the greenhouse.

I'wes lucky. The dermagewas confined
to the cockpit fairing and a mere £300
{Ughi!yputeverything back just as it had
been. The morals of this story are very
simple:-

1. Alwmys be very, very careful.

2. I had read many times siake the
aircraft down and tie securely when it is
ground run. Make sure YOU do.

3. Only use the foot throttle and always
keep your hand on the ignition switch
when you are running the engine. You
do not spend so many hours in a micro-
light as you do un a car and your reac-
tions are, as a consequence, slower.




ADVERTISEMENTS

Flash II Alpha 563 Half-share in MW6 £50 REWARD

GMY BN Two-seat, 3 axis microlight For information
excellent conditicn Hangared at Weolstone leading to the conviction of person
Longrange tank Readytofly or persons responsible for the theft
Full instrumentation Fullylegal- one year's permit and full of the generator form ihe hangar at
Battery-chargerfregulator insurance. Woolstone.
Strobes £4500 o.n.0.
Newton prop. For details contact: Ian Evans Geoff Hoult: Tel 045228391
Loads more. Tel: (home) 0684.293364
Hangared at Don Law's place. or Vic Booth Tel. 0242.583333

{Going 3 axis)
Tel. 0367.241404

IN VIEW OF THE DELIBERATE ERROR PRINTED IN LAST MONTH’S AIRSCREW ABCUT THE CLUB
VENUE,SOABLYSPOTTEDBY ROBBIEKEENE THISTIME - (DON'TFORGETTO COLLECT YOURPRIZE
ON LEAVING ROBBIE!) THE EDITOR WISHES TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO THE AMENDED SEC-
TION OF THE INFORMATION SHEET BELOW. ANY MORE COMPLAINTS; PLEASE SEE COMPLAINTS
OFFICER: ROBBIEREENE.

INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote responsible microlight flying. Currently
the membership is nearly 30 strong with the majerity living and working in and around the Cheltenham and
Gloucester area. Over half the membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the varicustraining
schools in the area, their own fields or from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of -
Bishops Cleeve off the Evesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges: -

A monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.
A monthly meeting at the St. Peter’s Social Club at Gloucester on the third Wednesday in the monthwith
a speaker on a microlight or other aviation related subject.

Many organised Fly-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, including barbecues, dances ete.

Aircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolsione.

Ground School Training iz Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the
PPL{A) Group D exams.

R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA).

Adsice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.
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News Views and Crewroom Gossip

Flying News

Fly Out Weston Park

The Midland Microlight Club are
this year hosting the National Cham-
pionships at Weston Park - just over
an hours flying time north of our area.
The event lasts over the whole of the
Easterholiday. On Easter Sunday and
Monday there is also a Pestival of
Transport being held and many sup-
porting side events. The event is well
worth going to, and this year they have
even introduced a cross wind rumway.
This is a far ery from the first year
when members will recall flying into a
very short downbhill strip after nego-
tiating some very big trees on the ap-
proach. John Hamer hasall the details
for those who wish to go.

Fly Out Norfolk

Rich and Elaine J oseph invite
SVMC members to visit them at their
newfarm near Norwich. Anyone who

remembers Fly-ins of years gone by to
Clearwell will know the warm hospi-
tality of Elaine and Rich J oseph. This
time they have offered to provide
transport from the landing strip and
dinner, bed and breakfast for all -
(though actual beds available are re-
stricted to six, Elaine assures me fhere

is plenty of floor space and cushions!)

Theplanistofly out the last weekend
in April, which will be Sat 25th, return-
ing on the Sunday 26th. If the weather
prevents this then we try again on
Sat/Sun 2nd/3rd May.- meeting at
Woolstone 10.00 hrs. and stopping at
Sandy (Beds. Microlight Centre) who
will be ting us and then on to
Felthorpe Flying Club where we will
be able to park the aircraft over night.
Here the Josephs will kindly meet us
and take us back to the house for din-
nerandwhat [ am sure will prove to be
a most enjoyable evening.

For details -phone Ply-ins Organiser,
Robbie Keene Tel 0452414975 or
Annie Wales Tel. 0452.760.341

Treasure Hunt -
WOOLSTONE

Sth April

At last we managed to get a decent
window in the weather to coincide
with one of our events. Eleven pilots
submitted results, the other two are
still accumulating penalty points.
Eighteen aircraft were counted on the
ground at Teddington, a good turn-
out from the supporters as well.

For those who didn't take part, the
competition comprised of questions
about thirteen targets whose location
was given asan OS reference. Further
assistance was piven in the form of a
map. Each target had a points value,
loosely based on it's distance from
Woolstone. The Hmer started og
being given the questions, at Wool-
stone, to handing in the answers at
Teddington. 75 minutes was allowed,
penalty points being incurred for each
minute early or late. The time allow-
ance therefore included preparation
execution and completion.



Por those who did take part, the
correct answers are as follows,

A) What water sport starts here? -
sailing - ( Avon Sailing Clubon
the Severn) - 3pts

B) What craft live here? - skiffs (or
any portable boat) - {Chelten-
ham College Rowing Club) - 7pts

C) Which side of clubhouse is
remp on? - S or SW { there are
two) - (Severn Sailing Club on the
Avon) - 9pts

D) How many aerials? - 1 on the
day - on the western edgeof  Bre-
don Hill - 10pts

E) Describe shape of stone object
on ground - circular - {(view  point
on Cleeve Hill) - 6pts

F} How many dishes on central
mast? - 4 - (3 masts on Cleeve
Hill) - 7pts

G) How many flocdlight posts
around pitch? - 14 - {Rugby ground
between Bishops Cleeve and Stoke
Qrchard) - 3pts

H) How many circular filter beds -
7 - (Sewage farm near Swindon
village) - 4pts

I) How many sides to building? - 6
- {Broadway tower) - 10pts

)  How meny flag poles? - 3 -
(Broadway tower) - 10pts

K) How many gauges? - 2 (One
standard, one narrow) - (GWR
railway at Toddington) - 10pts

L) Howmany bridges between the
B4077 & B46327? - 6 - (Railway
from Toddington to Wincheombse) -
10pts

M) Howmany formal gardens? - 1
- {Sudely Castle) - 9pts

Nobody got target D, most ident-
ifying the main mast on the top. Tar-
get M seems to have provoked much
argument between crew members.
The only crew who reported the cor-
rect answer were the Austins but they
are still accumulating time penalties.

The winners were Mathew Keene
and his Dad with 84 points.

The results .- G-MNVP{34),
G-MWTR(64), G-MTHZ(54),
G-MTZ0O(51), G-MTTF({46),
G-MVCF(45), G-MNVW(32),
G-MVER(29), G-MVBN(24),

G- MVXM(19), G-MVIZ(2).

Comein G-MWIA and G-MWRA
your time is up.!

Thank you all for a splendid turn-
out and thank you Marie for your
assistance in collecting the forms and
timekeeping.

Keith Lindley

Second Treasure Hunt

Woclstone

Robbie has arranged this for the
next fine Sunday, so be prepared.

James C-T

Congratulations are in order again
for James Cairng Terry for he hasre-
cently qualified as an assistant flying
instructor onlight aircraft instructor.
This qualification is on top of the CPL
qualification he gained earlier this
year. The spin off for the club about
his recent qualification is that it will
also cnable him to instruct on micro-
lights and we understand that he may
be seen in the back seat around Long

Y Ry SR & S S
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Training

With a one hundred percent pass
rate on their first exam the new intake
is to be congratulated on their sucesss.
In addition their instructors, Andrew
John, Adrian Lioyd and Hugh Be-
thune must also to be thanked on get-
ting the message across so success-

fully.

Ronnie Bates on Rotax engines, This is
to be followed by Robbie Robertson's
talk on gliding in June. Other talks in
the pipe line include the Round Britain
Race, Don Law's trip to Portugal,
Adrian Lioyd on propeller mainten-
ance, and there is even a rumour there
is a talk on building a Mini Max in
construction - so to speak! There are
still a few vacant siots in the pro-
gramme so if anyone has got any ideas
please let the Secretary know.

Portugal Trip

Don Law trip to Portugual is still all
go for 7th May, so best of luck Don and
his crew. He has promised tc tell all on
his return and provisionally we have
booked him for a talk in July ... if they
let him out of Spain.

Treasurer’s Notes

Would members please note the fol-
lowing are available through the Treas-
urer, Dennis Beale:

MAPS

As a Club we get a small discount on
maps. Current price for laminated
maps is £9.00 plus p&p.

Through the Club you pay £3.50 sav-
ing £30 and the p&p. The Club also
benefits by S0p.

Self-adhesive Club stickers @ 50p.
N

SVMC and the Pied
Piper Appeal

Wrong Date

Did you spot the obvious mistake in
last months Airscrew? The date for
Geoff Hoult's talk was given as 22nd
Aupril, when in fact it should have been
the week earlier. We apologise to him
and anyone who missed his talk be-
cause of this error. The Secretary is to
buy a new diary! Incidentally the talks
will always be on the third Wednesday
of the month unless prior noticeis
given and this will be well advertised.
As a reminder,the talk for May is by

The Pied Piper Appeal has a great
task ahead toraise - in just four years-
the £4 million required to build the
new hospital but the enormous bene-
fits to the community that it will bring
will be well worth the effort and the
wait.

Wards 22 and 23 of the Gloucester
Royal Hospital - where the majority of
the district’s children are presently
cared for - were built in the Victorian
era and are now beginning to show
signs of their age. The state-of-the-



art- equipment usually carried in a
modern hospital cannot be accommo-
dated and even the sickest children -
those with cancer and leukaemia - are
receiving first class care, but in second
class surroundings. Sometimes the
children have to stay in adult wards
because there just isn't enough room
elsewhere. '

The work won't stop by 1996 either
as aPied Piper Trust is being formed
to give permanent support to better
local child health care. Unlike many
hospitals, the Gloucestershire Child-
ren's Hospital will be designed to
make a child's illness pass with as few
problems as possitle. The design
philosophy behind the hospital is to
create a caring, family atmosphere
where children can get better as
gquickly and as comfortably as
possible.

Evenifyou're nota parent, children
play such a major part in most
people’s lives, that we all want to pro-
vide the best for them That is why
SVMChasdecided to give all possible
support to this Appeal.

You will have noticed that a spon-
sorship form is enclosed with this
issue of Airscrew. This is for you to
raise sponsorship for Chris Wales
whointendsflying from Over toHam-
lein in late June. The Chairman and
Committeewould liketoask each one
of you receiving this form to do your
best to raise at least £25 sponsorship
for Chris Wales and the Pied Piper
Appeal.

Later on wewould also like as many
as possible of you to join in a photo-

call "flying send-off for Chris from.

Over which, in conjunction with the
local media, we hope will help to in-
crease publicity for the Appeal.

Gaining The Heights
With the URCCF

Continued from last month....

After more energetic shovelling, we
came to a little wooden shed, which
John unlocked and although it was
quite small, it obviously held his

pride and joy, a "hangar’ I thought, a
little flippantly. Iwasstill finding dif-
ficulty in taking the situation serious-
ly. Nopun intended but I wassconto
come to earth with a bang; however,
atthistime I remained innocent of the
true situation.

John entered the shed and wheeled
outwhat I can only describe asa small
triangular metal frame standing on
three wheels At what I later found
out to be the front end was a very
small plastic canopy, really just big
enough to house a pair of legs com-
plete with moderate sized shoes. In
themiddle, really sitting on the frame,
was a seat and at the back perched a
little engine and propeller. John re-
turned into the shed and brought out
a wing covered in material. This was
in crescent shape and I recognised
this as the sort of shape I had seen
floating in the sky but it did not lock
very big down here on the ground!
Any rate, oblivious of my thoughts,
John had started to bolt the wings
onto the top of the tricycle frame. It
appeared that the tricycle part hung
from the wing by one bolt, "a clever
hinge attachment’ John called it. 1
held my own councilt

Of course I found the micrdlight
very fascinating. It looked very frail
and much smaller that I had imagined
as | watched them flying from the
safety of the ground. Following my
inspection, I noticed that John had
returned from the shed with a crash
hat. My heart leapt in anticipation -
he is going to give me a demonstra-
tion, I would certainly like to watch
him try and take off that runway
{bumpy field complete with cow
pats.) I asked what effect the cow pats
had on the aireraft if you did not clean
them away - 'damned uncomfortable
splattered all over your face,’” seemed
a pretty reasonable answer, although
1 bad expected something a little
more technicall

My joy was short lived when he ap-
proached and fitted the crash hat
over my head. But there is only one
seat! Wrong! it folds out into two!
Twol Johnand me! - but I only came
to look!

It's very difficult to have an intelli-
gent discussion with a crash helmet

overyour head andyou can't hear what
you are saying, let alone the other per-
son. Apart from saying 'No way!’ and
looking a real chicken, I realised I had
gone beyond the point of no return -
there was no way out!

"Don’t worry,” I told myself, "it can’t
possibly get off the ground, it's much
too smalll’

So I had little choice but to humour
the man.

The engine was started and run up.

*It's rattling away nicely, should keep
going.” said John. "Come on, getinthe
seatand [ will belt youin®

My heart was thumping. There was
nodoubtaboutit, I was scared to death
and with no way out! He should have
said 'belt you on’ because there was no
"in’ with any stretch of the imagination
- and with a single lap belt at that!

The next minute, John was in front of
me, with my legs curled around him
and my knuckles white holding onto a
little bar that ran down on either side
. We bumped our way to the top of the
field and John shouted *Ready?”

I managed a "sob’ that was taken as
an acquiescence, and we were off -
charging up the field at an alarming

“rate. My shocked eyes sew an ap-

proaching mound, far larger than the
rest, right in the path of our track - I
closed my eyes inalject terror. [ gota
funny lifting sensation in my stomach
and when I managed to open my eyes
again, I was surrounded by a model of
tiny fields and hedgerows and a river
running by. A feeling of panic started
to build up inside, butwhat could I do?
Therewasnowhereto gobutdown and
thatwaswhat | wasworried about any-
way. A feeling of unreality came over
me. [twasjust a model laid out below
and looking gingerly down I could see
my good wifewaving belowin the com-
pany of the rest of the fellowship. 1
tried to wave back but 1 think I only
managed to move a couple of fingers
as my hands were still firmly gripping
the metal bar. One has to keep up

appearancest

‘We flew on over the city of Glouces-
ter and the surrounding countryside.
The altimeter said we were at 3000 .
with a flying speed of 4¢ mph. I be-
lieved it, I would have believed any-
thing at that time. We had been up for
over halfan hour and [ must admit that

(o)



although it was a lovely hot day, sitting
up there on what I can only describe as
a motor-bike suspended under a wing,
it got pretty cold with the wind rushing
by. John shouted that we were ap-
proaching the landing strip although I
must admit [ failed to see it amongst all
the other fields because they all looked
alike to me, cow pats and all!

The landing was a little traumatic be-
cause John could not decide which way
to land, at least, so he shouted back to
me and then, when he had made up his
mind, he decided that we were too high
and hewould have to lose some height
quickly. I found cut what he meant as
we dropped out of the sky. The little
field camne up at us at an alarming rate
-1 had the sensation of leaving my sto-
mach still sitting in the air far above me
while I expected to be splattered all
over the ground below. The next
minute we were down rushing along
the ground at a furious rate but without
a bump or a bournce - we were down!

Certainly not what one wsually ex-
pects to do on one's first rally with the
URCCF. Don't let me put you off ca-
ravanning with the fellowship, but just
take my advice - don’t get talking with
strange men on a rally! ‘

THE R/T COURSE

By Andrew John

*....G-MTHZ your engine has
failed!”

Notagain! Butthistimelam on the
ground when I hear this unwelcome
news over niy headphones. By now
practice has taught me how to react
by transmitting a MAYDAY call on
the correct frequency, giving the
necessary information in the right
order and to await an acknow-
ledgement from the controller - my
tutor next door?

Together with seven other Club
members (RfT pronunciation
se¥EN) was taking instruction for
the CAA Aeronautical Radio Tele-
phony Licence examat Staverton Fly-
ing School, in the very capable hands

of Steve Hender. He introduced us to
the complex and highly disciplined
world of R/T and make no mistake,
thisis no CB substitute where you can
chat your chin off to some wag down
Wiltshire way who thinks he's over
Worcester! The message is very
quickly implanted that you say noth-
ing on theair - or not quite nothing as
economy of speech is paramount in
the interest of safety. Some words
become longer - Yes = AFFIRM, No
= NEGATIVE, while others shrink
alarmingly - I understand your mess-
age and will comply with it =
WILCO. The phonetic alphabet
takes a while to absorb but constant
practice helps, whether in the bath,
mowing the lawn or whatever. Clarity
of speech is vital to ensure the correct
details of a message are perfectly
understood, and to avoid misunder-
standings numerical pronunciations
are deliberately overemphasised, e.g.
NINER and FIFE {9 and 5.) The

" correct way to transmit numerical in-

formation requires a lot of concentra-
tion as does the shortened version of
the 24 hour clock, but in almost every
case the more practice you have the
easier it all becomes.

Fortunately Steve has enormous pa-

tience and enthusiasm, producing
plenty of real life radic patter to dem-
onstrate to those of uswho are used to
nothing much more than the Archers
over the airwaves, the reality of just
how well practised and accurate you
need to be with R/T.

Following the group sessions we split
into pairs and attempted a practice
route as produced in a test paper. For
this the essential details are described,
your call sign, aircraft type, radio
equipment, type of flight - eg. VFR,
point of departure and ETA at your
eventual destination via a route drawn
over a fictitious area during which will
be found examples of most occasions
when the Radio should be ised. You
are also piven details of all necessary
frequencies, headings, ETA's and al-
titudes. Fifteen minutes are allowed
to prepare for the test, during which
time all the various pieces of informa-
tion need to be shuffled into the right
order to be awvailable for reference
during the 'flight’.

4

Controlled aerospace in one shape
or another covers a large part of the
UK and learning what to ask for and
from whom was one of the more dif-
ficult aspects of the course. Apart
froma MATZ zone, Iwasthoroughly
confused to begin with by LARS,
RIS's and RAS's. FIS's, special
VFR's from CTL zones, QTE’s and
QDM's from Homers etc. ete! How-
ever Keith and I survived our first
test paper together and were then
split again for "solo’ instruction by
Steve. The next series of sessions are
designed to give further practice in
theartof speaking into a microphone
in a steady controlled fashion and
describing what needs to be said in a
way that can be clearly understood
by a controller.

Bill Austin had told me many
months previously that you learn
more about Air Law and its applica-
tion form the RT course than ever
learnt in ground school - he's abso-
lutely correct! Weekly visits to Steve
continued to the point when he felt I
had reached the required standard
tositthe exam. Inaddition bad put
in a considerable amount of "home-

- work’ including imaginary R/T con-

versations, often whilst driving the
car, to other people’s astonishment!

The R/T exam is divided into two
parts; firstly a written paper followed
by a practical test similar to the cnes
practised during the training ses-
sions. Standards are high; a 70%
pass is required in the written exam
and in the practical test the examiner
must be satisfied that you can oper-
ate and correctly transmit all the
necessary information required to
safely use a radio in an aircraft.
However there is one part of the
exam which if muffed results in cer-
tain failure and that is the 'MAY-
DAY’call and its associated proce-
dures. So practising becomes second
nature, getting this correct is an ab-
solute must.

Soby the time 1700 hrs. one recent
Sunday arrived, I was nervously
awaiting my test at Staverton, going
over in my head all that I had taken
in during the last two months or so.
I don't know about you but for me
exams are rather similar {psychologi-



cally) to a visit to the dentist! But this
visit went well and [ passed along with,
as it turned out, all members of the
Club who took the course. On behalf
of us all, our thanks go to both Jenny
Lyonsand Steve Hender for their com-
bined efforts to frain us to the required
standards of the R/T examination.

Something else to add to the shop-
ping list - a Radio! Anyone got a bar-
gain?

Home Builders Diary

John Hamer's continulng
account of the bullding of his
Mini Max.,

The story so far - having built the
tailplane and wings, the next thing is
the fuselage.

There never seems to be as much
time available for doing those import-
ant jobs as one would like, and cer-
tainly never enough timeto allocate for
aeroplane building. March/April has
been one of those months when other
priorities on my time have reduced the
time I've been able to spend on the
project, however construction of the
fuselage continues to make steady pro-
gress. The two slab sides were initially
bonded together at the wing spar carry
through points making a box like
shape. This shape was then pulled in at
the front end with the gluing in of the
engine mount. The tail end was then
pulled in and all the diagonals and
cross bracing added. Surprisingly the
structure has firmed up very consider-
ably, and despite the thinness of the
timber employed, it feels and sounds
as solid as a piece of cak. With the tail
and front end pulled in the next thing
was to fit the seat and sit in it for the

first time and try to imagine what it
will be like with canopy etc. in place.
Surprisingly despite it’s size there is
considerable room in the cockpit,
however time will tell for there is still
much to fit. In parallel with this ac-
tivity, work has also started with the
paint brush, for James Cairns Terry
has been slaving away in the garage
varnishing the wings. (Something
about a bonus incentive scheme
operating here, the bonus being
allowed to fly it when it is finished!)

The project is slowing slipping be-
hind schedule and a revised date of
Augustis now probably a more real-
istic target for the aircraft’s first
flight, but much depends on the
weather. Good weather will mean
I'm off flying, and we must be in for
some of that in view of the poor
winter (flying wise) that we have
had.

Kittyhawk 1992272.....covemerenerinensnn Ifyou follow my drift.
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News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

* Don Law - Cn his way

We are pleased to report that Don
Law and his crew did get away on
Thursday 7th May for their expedition
to Portugal. Their departure was de-
layed a few hours due to foggy condi-
tions at Redlands, thus their U.K. de-
parture point of Headcorn airfield was
later in the day than expected which
unforfunately meant that as they were
approaching the French coast the fog
came down again. They were thus
forced to retrace their steps and spend
the night at Headeorn.

The following day did see them cross
the Channel and on into France. Fly-
ing conditions have been reported as
rough with fairly strong headwinds
and poor conditions being en-
countered causing them on one occa-
sion to make a precautionary landing
at a military airfield which nearly re-
sulted in their arrest - the full story will
be published later. They have alsohad
their mishaps with one aireraft being
blown over on a runway in France and
Don’s engine blowing up resulting in
him having to acquire a replacement.

Despite all the drama, we under-

stand they are thoroughly enjoying the
hospitality and thus look forward to
hearing the full story when they re-
turn. Don is scheduled to give a lec-
ture on his expleits to the Club in July
-somark the date in your diary now.

*  Pled Piper Appeal

Chris Wales” preparations for his
Dawn to Dusk task which features fly-
ing from Gloucester to Hamilin in
support of Glouscestershire’s Hospi-
tal Pied Piper Appeal, are coming on
apace. Chris advises that he has pre-
pared all the literature and sponsor-
ship forms and is currently canvassing
support. A major sponsor has ap-
peared in the form of Solar Wings who
have provisionally generously offered
the use of their new 582 Quasar for the
trip.

Could weremind members that they
alsc recetved a sponsorship form in
last month's Airscrew and once again
ask if everyone would do their best to
raise sponsorship for Chris and this
very worthwhile appeal.

* Long Grass Warning

The Safety Officer would like to re-
mind everyene that with the impend-
ing approach of summer (which hope-
fully just wasn't last weekend?) we
should all be aware of the hazards of
long grass and freshly cut grass. Long
grasswill lenghten take off and in cer-
tain makes of trikes completely inhibit
take off altogehter as it wraps round
the wire between the main wheels. On
landing the stopping effect can also
have the tendency to trip aircraft over.
Cut grass poses the problem of clog-
ging spats and clumps being thrown
intothe prop. There have been a num-
berof incidents over the past few years
due to vegetation - so go carefully.

*  Successl

Bill Austin was delighted to report
100% pass rate in the Nav. and Met,
exam. Congratulations to everyone
and may you have the same success in
Flying Training}

I was 20 pleased to receive a letter
from Trevor Cale at the end of April



tosay thet sfter the unfortunste sage of
his car accident in France and the re-
sultant lack of flying, he has now gone
solo - at 18.45 hrs. on 19th April. He
says he need hardly add that it was a
glorious experience! - which must ring
achord in the heart of everyone.
Trever returned from a trip to Ro-
menia in time to visit Popham - per-
haps it was he who brought the good
weather with him Congratulations
Trevor - now it's back to dedicated

flying!
* Next Commiitee Meeting:

QOver Farm - Wed. June 3rd.
at 7.30pm.

Popham - well,
Almost!

* By Vic Booth

Sunday 3rd. May dawned and
promised to be a lovely day. We
had decided to make the trip tc
Popham for the Microlight Trade
Fair. It was necessary to be on the
ground before 11.00 hrs. so we set
off for Woolstcne at 8.00 hrs. The
planwas to take a fus] stop at Red-
lands with the help of Marie and
Gay, whowere acting’ground crew’
and travelling by road.

With "TF’ rigged and ready to go,
with Nigel Bailesin the rear seat, we
took off for 'M4' at 03.40 hrs. It
really was a beautiful day and a
number of hot air balloons were al-
ready airborne.

Passing Cirencester, I did a quick
cireuit of my brother's house at
Ampney Crucis, then on again to-
wards Swindon and M4 at Red-
lands. Overhead Down Ampney I
was pointing out to Nigel the area
where, in the past, I've flown medel
aircraft. 4t 1500 ft. to me that Fair-
ford, to the east, looked very
deserted, as we travelled on in a
south easterly direction.

At this point there was a sudden loss
of power followed by decidedly nasty
metallic noises from the engine. An
immoediate check of the fuel, ignition
and a dash of choke in a forlorn at-
tempt to restore power were to no
avail. The engine simply ran down and
stopped over a period of five seconds
Or sO.

Iinstinctively made a 180 degree turn
back towards Down Ampney. Anyone
familiar with this airfield will know the
majority of the runways have been
removed, however one area, which I
know to be the south east end of 33,
looked as if it would be OK. After
doing my best to reassure Nigel (who
then did his best to reassure me) - the
descent began!

At 50 kts., aswe approached the run-
way, it became apparent that two
thirds of the width was usable due to
mounds of earth having been placed
along the length of our chosen landing
site. It was obvious that if I atternpted
to land on the runway there was a high
risk of the starboard wing striking the
mound.

I changed course for a reluctant land-
ing in the crop, just to the left of the
runway. Into the glare, I held off as
long as I could, skimming the surface
of the crop for as long as possible until
finally sinking into it when the nose
wheel was immediately pulled down.
For a second I thought we might nose
over, however everything turned out
OK. even though the ground roll was
VERY short.

With a sigh of relief, we removed
ourselves form the aircraft and sur-
veyed the area. The crop was probably
Spring corn and was about 6-8 ins.
high. If it had been Winter corn we
would certainly have turned over as by
now the crop would be a foot tall

Ourimmediate thoughtswere to con-
tactMarie and Gay so we set off to find
a phone. At this point we met the
Farm Manager, who had witnessed
our descent. He turned out to be ex-
tremely helpful, allowing usto use a
phone in the nearby grain drying plant
coffice. Later in the day we returned
with the trailer and inspected the crop

for damage. Itwas difficult to locate
the area where we had landed.

* Conclusion:

Any forced landing is hazardous
and I hope this will be the first and
last I have to face. On examining the
engine, we found the rear cylinder
big end bearing had broken up and
fragments had damaged the piston.
After consulting the experts, I was
unable to come up with one single
reason why this should happen after
only 220 hrs. However cne person
who has a wide experience of Rotax
engines, suggested that a safe period
before complete overhaul should be
150 hrs. After that you are on bor-
rowed tirme!

Fortunately there was no damage
to the aircraft or the occupanis and
we retrieved "TF’ by road. Perhaps
wewill make Popham next year.

P.S. The engine has now been re-
paired - the cost being £9%0 - Ouch!

LOGARYTHMICS 5

* ’'Cne Thing Leadsto
Ancther..’

¢ ByAndrewJohn

The weather on Cup Final Satur-
day was grim, the sort of day when it
is so bad you don't feel guilty watch-
ing the mateh when you should be
mowing the lawn.. Soit was a pleas-
ant surprise to find Sunday dawning
clear and bright with a good chance
of passing the Hamer 1030 test. (?)
I drove over to Woolstone to rig as
yet uncertain as to any particular
destination. I was joined unexpec-
tedly by my fearless crewman, Nor-
man Frost, who on discussion
agreed that a quick trip to Milsom,
on to Clee Hills, would suit us well.

We were away by 11.30 hrs. firstly
to photograph various fields of Oil-
seed Rape on the farm which I
needed to support some documen-
tation, and then north west over Bre-
don Hill, skirting a heawy shower
over Worcester. Visibility was at
least 60 miles and the countryside



from 2000 fest looked stunning in its
Spring colours.

‘We arrived overhead Milsom to see
a flexwing on the ground which on
landing turned out to be Adrian and
Gaye just about to leave for Shobdon
en route to Hardwick near Hay-on-
Wrye for a Fly-in- barbeque. The strip
at Milsom has plenty of length run-
ning up hill roughly North/South.
Having signed the log and paid a
landing fee of £1 we decided that a
tripto Shobdon was on sowe left with
Adrian agreeing that he would use
the radio for both of us. Once on the
ground at Shobdon with log signed
and landing fees paid, we found two
more flexwing pilots also aiming for
Hardwick so Norman and I agreed to
extend our trip further, not before a
check on the fuel state. A brief com-
fort stop was had by all and Norman
just remembered to phone Ruby to
tell her he would not be home for
lunch!

‘Wetook off one after the other from
the grass strip alcngside the main

runway, both of which [ noticed were
operated simultanecusly - so beware,
fellow travellers. Crossing the River
Wye at Whitney we could make outa
strip across two fields on a farmstead
nestling under the foothills to the
Black Mountaing, some three miles
north east of Hay and two miles south
west of Dorstone at the head of the
Golden Valley, which is one of the
finest areas of farmland in Hereford-
shire. We landed behind a Shadowon
a good up-slope with plenty of room
for an overshoot but I eould imagine
that a stiff westerly could create some
turbulence. The farmer is Graham
Pritchard and obwiously very Micro-
light friendly with his own machine
and a dual purpose barn in the field
acting as a useful hangar. His wife
Judy and friends provided uswith cof-
fee and food from the barbeque and a
verywarm welcome.

One or two other aircraft arrived be-
fore we decided to leave having first
purchased some fuel from Graham to
give a good safety margin on the way
home. We took off and climbed up

and over Hay Bluff, lockingdown on the
impressive folds of the Black Moun-
tains, then followed the Llanthorny Val-
ley dosvn past the Abbey ruins before
turning on to 030 for Woolsonte. We
had a smooth run back down wind
marked by the unusually low tempera-
ture with freezing level at 3000 ft. - a lot
colder than many Winter flying days.

We finally arrived back at Woolstone
having covered about 150 milesin 3 hrs.
20 mins, - slightly further than originally
intended! 1 learnt later of a strange
coincidence which occurred at Shob-
don while we were there. Last Christ-
mas a farming friend of mine was given,
as a present from his wife, a trial flying
lesson from Shobdon. Unknown to me
he had decided to take the lesson this
Sunday for one hour. As we landed
there, he took off and landed back aswe
took off for Hardwick I had no idea
until he rang me the next day!

ADVERTISEMENTS

FLASH II ALPHA 503

2 GMYBN

Excellent enndition

Long renge tanks

Full instrumentation
Battery-charger/regulator
Strobes

Newton prop.

Loads more.

Hangared at Don Law's place.
(Going 3 axis)
Tel.0367.241404

HALF-SHARE IN MWeé

& Two-seat, 3 axis microlight

Hangared at Woolstone

Ready tofly

Fuily legal - one year's permit and
full insurance.

£4500 o.n.0

For details contact: Ian Evans
Tel: (home) 0684.298364

or Vic Booth Tel 0242583338

£50 REWARD

® Forinformation

Leading to the conviction of person
or persons responsible for the theft
of the generator from the hangar at
Woolstone.

Geoff Hoult: Tel. 445223391
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THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE FLIGHT GUIDE
TO PRIVATE 'STRIPS' THROUGHOUT ENGLAND
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OVER 40 COUNTIES LISTED
HARD BACKED GOLD BLOCKED cov

I Beyan's ; - RUNWAYS
smovozearw ASHCROFT (Srdess) 1S0'AMSL GRASS 09127 (550 x 12m}
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Operated by BAYAN E. LOCKYEAR. ASHCROFT FARM, DARNHALL, GOLF: Ostlande’ Tel: 0629-733884
WINSFORD, CHESHIRE CW7 aDQ. HOTEL: “Boot and Stpper’ Tek: 0270-73238
TELEPHONE: 027073 378 or 027062 $668 TAXI: Sandiway Taxis Tel. 0606-888175
PRIOR PERMISSION PARAMOUNT PRIOR PERMISSION PARAMOUNT
28 29

Auvailable from yowr ownt Flying Club o dinect fuone
By €. Lockyear, Aoherolt Aidiold, Winskord, Cheshire CWT 4DQ
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News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

Dave goes it alone

The Bank holiday weekend saw
Dave Garrett venture into the skies by
himself for the first time at Redlands.
Congratulations on going solo and we
hope your licence is not that far off.
Dave is the first of this year's recruits
[0 go solo - or at least,admit to us that
he has gone solc?

Always in the Shit

Theoctherweek, Jim Taylor was hav-
ing his aircraft flight tested at Over.
This task having been completed, he
prepared to fly back to Hartpury with
John Hamer where hisaireraft is pres-
ently kept. All was not well however,
~ asthestarter failed but all was not lost
as Clff Hannam offered his aircraft
(which he shares with Jim) for the
flight home. Thus the two intrepid
aviators were able to get home, but
once there Jim, prateful for Cliff's
generosity, felt he ought to return the
aircraft to Over just in case CUff
wished to fly the following day - so he
took off again.

By the time he reached Over, Cliff
hadalready put Jim's aircraft away and
gone, thus Jim was forced to return to
Hartpury. This was not all that had
returned to Hartpury, for the caitle on
John's field had arrived for their eve-
ning drink so blocking the runway.
However John, on hearing the return-
ing aircraft, ran out and moved the
animals off the runway. Unfortunately
there was not time o remove their vi-
siting cards, and yes, you've guessed it,
Jim landed right in it in Cliff's imma-
culately clean aircraft. It took him
nearly two hours to clean the aircraft
and his flying suit had to be committed
to thewashing machine! (But it all goes
to prove he's the 'Right Stuff’ - BEd.)

Airscrew by Airmail

It may be of interest to readers to
reveal some of the secrets that go on in
trying to ensure that a Newsletter ap-
pears on time every month. The basis
of the production is a combination of
manpower (and womanpower)
coupled together with computer tech-
nology and transportation.

Take a typical edition - Some of the
articles are initially prepared by con-

tributors on computer (principally
using Wordstar) and then dumped
onto floppy disk - both sizes are ac-
ceptable. These are then posted to the
Editor in her "office’ in the heart of the
Forest of Dean or even, as last month,
flown into a nearby field for collection.
Handwritten and typed articles are
also received but prior notice is re-
quired in order to wordprocess these
due in time to meet the deadline which
is usually the weekend before publica-
tion. Once all the articles are in, these
are loaded/entered into the computer
and then using the Desk Top Publisher
they are formatted into the Airscrew
before printing out. The hard copyis
thensenttoJohn Hamer either by leav-
ingitatthe Over Farm Shop (or by him
flying in to collect it like last month.)
The title is then added before taking it
for photocopying on either the Mon-
day or Tuesday night before publica-
tion at a former member’s facilities in
Gloucester. The labels with individual
names are added - these are produced
by JH’s computer utilising the mem-
bership database but are added ma-
nually to each copy. The copies are
then distributed at the club meeting.
Those which are not collected are put
in envelopes and, utilising a second set
of labels, posted off to zbsent mem-
bers.



Redlands stays on the
map

Only two weeks ago Don Law
found out that his application for the
continuing use of Redlands was
about to be turned down - when the
Pressrang him up for comment. This
motivated Don into action particu-
larly as there had been no consult-
ation and he wasn't aware of any
complaints. It turned out that al-
though the Parish Council, the Dis-
trict Couneil and the environmental
health people had no objection,
there had been seven complaints
from five people living some dis-
tanice from the site.

With assistance from a planning
consuliant and some tough talking,
Don has now succeeded in getting
his permission for the site including
all the hangars and club house ona
five year basis with no training on
Sunday.

Monthly Talks

We reported last month that Don
Law and associates were well on
their way to Portugal. In the event,
various things inhibited them suc-
ceeding in getting all the way there.
They do however have a story to tell,
and all will be revealed at the Club
meeting in July.

Aupgust is provisionally booked for
Robbie Keene to tell us about his
adventures in this year's Round Bri-
tain Race, while September's meet-
ing has been earmarked for a talk on
Propellers and their rnaintenance
by Adrian Lloyd.

'Y’ Flight Ground School
1992

* By Bill Austin

After a disappointing start - only
three people had enroclled before the
start of the course - ten people event-
ually attended the lectures. Of these,
nine took the exams; the other one *ac-
quiring knowledpge’ (his words, not
mine) in the hope that in 1993 he will
be in a position to do his flying training
and then take the exams. Threepecple
were completely new to microlighting,
one was in the process of re-validating
h3s licence after it had lapsed and the
remaining five were already into
microlight flying but needed to take the
exams.

There were four exams this year in-
stead of thethree in previousyears - the
addition being Human Performance
Lirmitations. This sounds both horren-
dous and technical but it really comes
downtocommonsense. In fact five cut
of the sight who saf the exam obtained
100 per cent. The Air Law paper has
changed too in that it is much more
microlight orientated and therefore
IMC/FR regulations and the like can
be sidelined. However vou have to
know more about permits, exemptions
and privileges of your licence! The
average pass meark for all exams was
88% - a not inconsiderable achieve-
ment. There may however be an expla-
nation for this excellent "human perfor-
mance’ in the 101 cans of beer con-
sumed over the thirtean weeks - it was
Heineken afier all and we all know
what that reaches!

My job as training Officer was made
easier by the 100% support [ received
from the students, the magnificent ef-
forts of my "volunteer’ instructors -
John Hamer, AndrewJohn, Hugh Be-
thune, Adrian Lloyd and Dave Steade
-and the BMAA Exarniner, Don Law.
My thanks to them all.

Two of the ‘newcomers’ to micro-
lighting have started their flying train-
ing - John Hodgson with Dave Young
at Long Newnton and Dave Garrett
with Don Law at Swindon. Congratu-

lations are due to Dave Garrett who
went solo over the last Bank Holiday
week-end.

For the information of all Club
members, 1 can report that the
Ground School course this year has
been TOTALLY self-financing and
in fact been able to put a small con-

ribution back into the Club funds.
Bearing in mind that we have been in
a recession, [ think we can be proud
of curselves and the fact that the Club
is still attracting new members.

Hartpury Open Day

Sat/Sun 6th and 7th June, Hartpury
Agricultural College Open Weekend
was an unqualified success for SWVMC.
Of the 100 leaflets we had printed 76
were handed out and have generated
at least five serious enquiries about
membership. One gentleman from
Selsey Common, Siroud, was so im-
pressed when he heard John Hamer's
interview with Radio Gloucestershire
that he jumped straight into his car
and cametoHartpury toview and gain
more information. His wife assured
me he will be joining up!

From a most unpromising morning,
Saturday turned into a beautiful,
sunny afterncon which certainly
brought the crowds though a gusting
easterly kept the microlights away.
Andrew's static display, in beautiful
condition as one would expect, drew
considerable interest and Bill Austin's
vigilence in explaining the finer points
was such that he could hardly be per-
suaded to abandon his post to have a
look around at the many and varied
stands.

Attractions ranged from the agricul-
tural - crops, machinery and livestock
(including Robbie Keene's Farm
Shop stand next to our own) to the
Cheltenham Balloon Club, Cotswold
Water Sports and ourselves. I was
even able to discover what 2 rotten
shot I was on the laser clay pigeon
shoot.



On Sunday, although the weather
was hazy and vis. was poor, no less
than four SYMC pilots landed on the
specially allotted strip to the delight of
the crowd. A nice selection of three-
axis and weight shift was provided by
Vie and Marie Booth in the MWS$;
JohnHamerand Dennis Beale in their
Alphasand Steven Watkins in the Kit-
fox John Hamer took the College
Principal and Co-ordinator up for fy
arounds which seem to have con-
vinced them that what Andrew had
told them was absolutely true; micro-
lights have a fascinating and useful
role to play in agriculture.

Many thanks to all who took part,
especially Andrew for letting
everyone 'paw’ his aircraft, Bill for his
untiring explanations and John for the
use of his caravan as a 'base’. Al
together it was a most intereshing and
rewarding weekend which seems to
have done a great deal for the further-
ance of good public relations as well
as establishing a very promising link
with Hartpury Agricultural College.

Homebuilder’s Diary

* John Hamer's Mini Max
project -  continued

Due to an error/fdefect in the highly
computerised process that brings
you Airscrew, last month's edition
omitted John Hamer's continuing
saga. John's report for May thus fol-
lows:

Following publication of the article
in April's Airscrew with a picture of
my part-built aeroplane, various
people have suggested suitable cap-
tions for the photograph - they range
from:

* The kit doesn't include every-
ﬁﬁng“

* The plans are not that compre-
hensive”

¥ I think I forgotten to build some-
thing” -

Well the plans are very compre-
henstve, and [ don't think that [ have
forgotten anything because now I can
see the bottom of the box. There is
little left to do structurally. The
month saw the completion of the
basic fuselage and construction of the
undercarriage which was built separ-
ately on the bench before mating with
the fuselage. It did fit when offered
up! Cleverly the undercarriage is
mounted using piano hinges as the
fixing device. The hinge pin can be
extracted to enable the undercarriage
to be removed - essential if the fusel-
age is to be got out of the workshop
without demolishing the latter! The
control runs have now all been incor-
porated and all the struts and suppor-
ting metal work have been comr
pleted. I'm now waiting a dry day and
an extra pair of hands so that the
wings can be offered up to the fusel-
age and rigged before the fixing holes
aredrilled. Then there will only be the
turfle deck fuselage and canopy to
complete before covering,

I took a weekend out during the
month to po on a course with Classic
Airsports to learn how to fabric cover
aircraft using the Ceconite 7600 pro-
cess. All I can say is that the book
makes it look simpler than it is. I'm
glad that I was trying to cover their
pieces in view of the number of mis-
takes | made - still that is what I went
to learn.

Progress during the month has per-

haps been partially restricted by the

number of visitors that have turned
up, and flying! I did spend two days at
Popham, flying in on one of them in
amazingly good weather considering
it was Popham. This proved most in-
teresting particularly as [ saw the
sports version of the Mini Max fly for
the first time. It's short take offs and
its general nippiness certainly made it
stand out from the rest - biased? {of
course!) well, ask anyone else that
was there on the Sunday.

June's report

Wella dry day did arrive at the right
moment, and thuswith the aid of John
Cafful, I spent the whole of a Sunday
rigging the aircraft. Getting the air-
craft exactly level, then putting in the

three degrees of dihedral on the wings
proved an endless job of checking, ad-
justing, measuring and checking again
before drilling the holes for the wing
pins which hold the wings on. It was
even more fiddley to pet everything
aligned to drill the various holes for the
struts. After nearly eight hours of con-
tinucus work, we were eventually able
to pull the trestles away and the whole
aireraft sat on its wheels for the first
time. This was however short lived as
the whole structure had to be disman-
tled and returned to the shed where
work has concentrated on putting on
the turile deck and completing the
firewalling of the engine bay.

At the time of writing, work has
started on the canopy itself. Over the
next four weeks the pressure is on to
finish off the airframe and varnish it as
I've agreed that it can be displayed on
the Mini Max stand at the PFA rally at
Wroughton - so if if you fancy doing
some sanding or varnishing ......

{John Hamer Tel Glos 760.314)



ADVERTISEMENTS

FlashIl Alpha  Half-sharein
503 MWé «

*  GMVBN *  Two-seat, 3 axis microlight

G-MTTF

excellent condition

Long range tank Hanpared at Woolstone

Full instrumentation Ready to fly

Battery-charger/regulator Fully legal - one year’s permit and

Strobes full hull insurance.

Newton prop. £37500.n0

Loads more, Also includes half-share of hangar..

Hangared at Don Law's place. For details contact: lan Fyvans

{Going 3 axis) Tel: (home) 0634.298364

Tel. 0367.241404 or ¥ic Booth Tel 0242.583338
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Round Britain Rally

It is safer by Air

Welcome at Redlands

Congratulation go to Hugh and Liz
Bethune for their splendid effort in
coming third in last month’s Round
Britain Rally. Also congratulations to
Rob Keene who finished the course
for the *nth” time. Hetgust know most
of Britain by now!

Gone Overseas

Hugh and Liz have now left the
shores of England to settle in the Isle
of Man. They have extended an invita-
tion for anyone to visit them and have

offered free accommodation and

mealstothe first person to fly overand -
see them in a microlight. Please let
them know before you go - something
- about warning the natives to ensure
your safe arrival otherwise they might

PUt you in the pot for suppef! il

Many of you have heard that our
Treasurer, Dennis Beale, had the mis-
fortune to be hit by a car last month
while riding down a country lane. Re-
grettably hesuffered severe damage to

his- ..nf.i;wafnage which,despite the

availability of the best mechanics
around and sufficient spares, will be
sometime before restoration is com-
plete. This hasn’t kept Dennis
grounded to his armchair for he was
seen at the Treasure Hunt and at the
PFA rally at Wroughton.

Hope you have a speedy recovery,
Dennis, and that you get back into the
air soon.

Madley

TerryWalsh hasbeen forced to move
his establishment from Madley near

Last monthwe showed an aerial view
of the airfield showing the "Welcome’
sign cut out in the grass. So on the
Sunday of the PFA rally Isaw the sign
and landed! (well it didn't say PPR

required!) Actuelly as anyone who
wasinthearea knows,the weather that
daywasvery iffy" and thevishad come
right down in the rain preventing the
helicopter getting to the Rally up on
the hill.

Talking of Redlands, the new
north/south strip is now operational
and the planning matters have all been
settled favourably. In addition the or-
ganisation down there is planning a
few tripsfevents; thefirst beinga mys-
tery tour on 25th July, the next being a
visit to the microlight show at Blois in
France. It is planned to leave on 3rd

 September and be back on 6th. Fi-

nally, on the weekend they turn the

" clocks back in October, they plan to -
have one final fling before the snows

-of winter arrive and have an expedi-

~tion to Lands End.

Hereford as the GPO wanted their .. in any of these outing should rngon\

Anyone interested

airfield back. All is not lost for he has —Law on 0793-790052
moved to a large field close by and -

near Allensmore.

Gordon Gould
South Acres Lodge

The Pack

Cheltenham

GL30 23D



Rotaz agent again. (He is located 4th. John Munro-Hunt and

Licenee Renewals somewhere just south of Swindon but passenger 75
for obvious reason we are unable to JointSth. Cliff Hannam and Jim
mention his name.) Taylor/Neil Wainwright and
- : 65
Don Law hasasked that anyone one passenger 63
bringing a log book to him for signa- gﬁ git:‘;gﬁg Norrnan Frost 60
ture, should also bring their licence Sth. Adrian Llogd 35
- with them. Notwithstanding that he is e g e . S ,
=- legally obliged to look at them, some Happy Tldlngs %gtﬂhlggj,%zth] ot 5 OB deari™ =
%oz people bave had themchanged sinee - = - S Cmlool L. LTl Lm mEmm
"""z last year and he needs to get the new T aRIm e Tl mbon oo T e
T e, e o gee News has just reached us of of the ~~ _Thanks must go to Annie's son,

Pegésus Newsletter

Pegasus are now issuing a quarterly
newsletter and these will be coming
out with Microlight Flying in the near
future. Anyone who hasn't or doesn't
receive a copy can get one by either
contacting the Secretary or ringing
John Fack 0672 515066. In addition he
is also on the look out for stories for
his next newsletter - so if you've got
anything interesting to say again con-

s

= e b Aot Dt L
tact JE.Ed. zote, But don't forget o

tell me first please!

Vie Goes Quiet Again

Following Vic Booth's engine failure
and subsequent successful forced
landing at Down Ampney, he spent
much hard earned cash in having the
whole engine overhauled. He was
however soon back in the air, but re-
grettably not for long for on a return
trip from East Bach in the Forest of
Dean, he began losing power and was
once again forced to exercise his con-
siderable skill rather than risk trying to
make it over May Hill and the sub-
sequent woodland. A small field near
Ruardean was his selected choice of
landing site this time and we are
pleased to report another successful
cutlanding. Subsequent investigation

. has basically concluded that contami- .

nation introduced at the overhaul was
to blame. There is a strong rumour
that Vie won't be going back to that

enpagement of Dave Lewis and Sha-

ron Jones: Apperently they met ata

Christmas party where Dave was

dressed as a Munster. Obviously Sha-
ron has got over the shock of discover- -

ingwhat he's really like as the engage-
mentwas officially announced on Sat.
11th July. Congratulations Dave and
Sharon.

TREASUREHUNT 2

* A Repotrt by Robble Keene

The second successful improﬁptu

Treasure Hunt this year took place on
26th June and with a record number of
entries - no less than 14 - a great
achievement considering the short no-
tice.

Fifteen turnpoints were set over an
area of North Gloucestershire, start-
-ingat Woolstone and finishing at Over.
Ten pointswere awarded for each cor-
rect answer to simple (if you knew the
answers!) questions but to add a little
more interest, competitors had to state
their expected arrival time at Over
and for every minute early or late, 2 5
point penalty was incurred. This re-

. ally sorted them out! However four -
actually managed to arrive within their

minute and thus incur no time penalty.

Of the fourteen who started, three
withdrew due to engine problems, na-
vigational problems! map overboard!
and - hunger pains? The remaining
results, out of a maximum of 150, were
as follows:

- - 1st:Chris and Anette Wales 130 -
2nd. Steve and Juliette Tandy 110
3rd. John Hamer and Annie Wales
105 -

Mike, who did the scoring whilst I- -

cooked the burgers, and to Sue for
doing the teas and strawberries and

cream. Thanks toall who enthusiasti-"~

cally turned up and competed which -
made the preparation work so worth-
while. Ed. comment - many thanks to
you too Rob. for organising such a
thoroughly enjoyable evening! (You
can see how populer it wes by the
number of articles it's sparked off -
more of this please})

Volunteers for setting another
Treasure Huntortwo later in the sum-
mer would be appreciated.

Friday Pleasure Hunt

* By Bill Austin

Friday - the start of 'le week-end’;
what exotic pleasures does it hold in
store? A visit to Sainsburys?Safeways
and a large dent in the wallet? Out
with the paint brush to renovate the
outside of the house? A visit to the
mother-in-law? Getting permission
from the "Senior Air Traffic Control-
ler’ to be totally antisocial, banal and
boring by going flying when you
should be mowing the lawn? Well,
perhaps all of these and many more in -
one form or another, but this Friday
was different - a ’pleasure hunt’ had
been arranged by Robbie.

I'had an empty back seat because my
personal'SATCOQ is currently in Aus-
tralia (how to achieve this, for those
interested, is available from the
author on payment of £10) however
thevacancywassoonfilled by Norman
Frost.



the vacancy was soon filled by Norman
Frost.

Woolstone at 1800 hrs was deserted
apert from my Alpha and that of John
Brewer. We began towonder whether
anyone else was going to turn out and
even had visions of Robbie tied behind
the counter at Over Farm Shop - he
was, after all, the organiser of the event!
However, within ten minutes the sky

-began o darken and the air reverb----

erated to the sound of Rotaxes con-.

" verging on the field. For a brief mo- -
ment itwas the Gatwick of Gloucester- = R R
- Gentky ﬂoatmg home on a wmdl&w L
evening from the Robbie Strawberry
‘“"Flym, I was demonstrating to pas-_ * -

shire as fourteen alrcraft lined up on -
the stnp - - -

. Wewere bnefed issued witha map,

list of fifteen questions and politely
asked to tell Mike before we took off,
the time at which we would land back
at Over with marks being deducted for
each minute early or late. You can im-
agine my thoughts as all my flying to
date has been take off, fly around and
land when ready or had enough. Nor-
manandl decided on an hour, sooffwe
went.

A combination of Norman's local
knowiedge and my spoi-on navigaiion
(it's here somewhere, or behind us, or
over there....) helped us find quite a few
of the answers. We decided to go fer
landing as near to our predicted time as
possible rather that doggedly pursuing
all the clues and lose all our effort in

penalty points,

Landing back at Over, Robbie had
laid on a barbeque and strawberries
and cream for all the crews andi many
otherswho turned out for the occasion.
Without going into details, the whole
event was indeed a "pleasure hunt’ un-
doubtedly enjoyed by all the partici-
pants. Thanks to Robbie for his organi-
sationandtoSue for her efforts with the

strawberries and tea/coffee. The only .

thing that could have been better was
the visibility. One final thought - only
eleven results were announced. Does
this mean that there are still three crews

in permanent orbit over Gloucester-
shire?

Research and
Development

* By Adrian Lioyd

. Aswith many thingsin life, themost . . . -
- amazing and far reaching dlsccvenes e
have often been discovered purely by .

accident. So 1t was w;th our amazmg
find’.

senger Dave Garrett that his machine
still flew in dead straight lines even
after some 200 hrs. plus. Furthermore,
as I refused fo put my hands back on
the bar, preferring to fold them in
peaceful repose, Dave decided that in
the event, somebody had to steer the
aeroplane. The question was how?

Ever a resourceful man, Dave simply
leaned out on one side. Guess what?
The aeroplane gently turned towards
thelean Coincidence perhaps? Tryit
the other way - amazing - the aircraft

responded. By now my passenger was
dodging around all over the place in

 the back, demonstrating his total con-

trol over the machine without so much
as a touch on the bar. And so a mean-
dering course was established for
home. However, after a while I tired
of my passenger’s antics in the back
and returned to normal full control

On return to base, consultations tock
place with fellow Club member, John
Munrc-Hunt who, it transpired, had
carried out much R and D work him-
self on this very matter. John's line of
research however had centred on the
use of the nosewheel to effect turns
while in the air. Evidently the aireraft
could be turned by simply turning the
nosewheel '

It must be pointed out however that
these alternative metheds of steerage
need to be considerably fine tuned
after much practice, if circuits and
landings are to be attempted. I would
point out that I can accept no respon-
sibility whatsosver if circuit practice
using the aforementioned methods,
uses up a minimum of 30 square miles

of Gloucestershire. AlsoIdo not know
whether the control of pitch could be
effected if the pilot and passenger were

- to lean forward or back together. I

supgest that maybe some other SVMC
member would like to R and D along
that line.

PS. Thankyou Robbie, it was a great
Fly-inl.

Homebullder’s Dlary
Continued.

John Hamer's account of
buliding his Mini Max

The past month saw me initially

“working on the canopy - the main

complication being to enmsure the
profile matches at the interface with
both the front and back turtle decks.
Added complication was the making
ofthe rather ingenious but over engin-
eered overcentre locking mechanism
for the canopy. I found the only way to
assemble all the pieces once they were
manufactured was to follow the plans
meticulously as it just was not obvious
how the dozen or so pieces all went
together.

The effort for the rest of the menth
wasthen switched to getting the whole
airframe structure varnished and ti-
died up for the PFA rally at the begin-
ning of July. Work included getting

the engme cowling to fit and the pro-

peller spinner to fit This proved a
particularly tricky job ensuring in-
itially that the alignment was spot on
and then cutting the kevalar wrapping
to allow the prop blades to come
through. Basically the thin material
dide't cut or file easily as it tended to
"fray’ 8o a clean line was difficult to
achieve. Nearly a fortnight was
devoted to varnishing the whole air-
craft with two coats of polyurethane
varnish. It is surprising just how much
surface area there is and my thanks
must go John Cafful who did some of
the hard work. The results were all
very pleasing particularly as the air-
craft was much admired on the Mini

-Max stand at Wroughton. So much so

that the organisers asked whether I
was prepared to put it on the PFA



~ exhibition stand to go in the RAF

play over the next couple of months.
I however have declined their offer
on the basis that the aircraft was toc

young o go into a museum just yet-

and anyway [ wanted to prove it can
fty first!

Wroughton itself proved very inter-
esting and useful. Firstly I met many
of my fellow builders - there are now
34 Mini Maxes in various stages of
construction and six are now flying.
Therewasa great deal of information
exchange as more than half of the
owmers turned up over the three
days. Secondly I was able to take the
opportunity to getallmy work todate
inspected and signed off by Eddie
Clapham; and thirdly [ was also able
to get the Chief Engineer to look at

Klash I1 Alpha
503

*  GMYBN

excellent condition
Long range tank
Full instrumentation

Battery-chargerfregulator o
- - --full hull insurance.
£375%6ono . )

~ Also includes half-share of hangar..
For details contact: Ian Evans T

Strobes -

Newton prop. - ST

Loadsmore.”

Hangared at Don Law's piaoe V_

{Going 3 axis) - - e
- Tgl. 036? ‘241404 7

my lowered engine installation and

" museurmn where they are havinga dis- *~ give his final approval. To date he had -

onty givenhis approval in principle fol-
lowing the submission of my drawmgs
and had reserved the right to impose
some- tests. Fortunately “he now con-

"‘siders the installation strong enough

and has waived further testing,

What nest? Well I'm going on boli-
day and thus work will have to stop.
When I come back however work will

start on the fuel system, rudder cables

and wvarious other details pending
covering. I may pet held up here as1
want to.utilise a slightly non standard
system which entails converting my
fabric to effectively ceconite 7600. This
conversion process will save me having
to buy new fabric in order to utilise the
more environmental and easier to use

process being totally water based. The

Advertisements

Half-share in
MWé

*  Two-geat, 3 axis microlight
G-MTTF

Han pared at Woolstone

Ready to fly
Fully legal - one year's permitand

Tel: (home) 0684.793364

or Vic Booth Tel 0242583338

resultant is also lighter. Reprettably
this conversion has not been utilised
before though I've had samples tested,
soPFA approval is again being sought.

The question I was most asked at

Wroughton - and subsequently is:

"Whenisitdue to fly?® . .

Well I hope to have it ﬂymg by the
end of the summer. I won't specify
whenlthinkthe end of summerwill be
though - I will remind you that one
tendsto think of summer as the season
of combine harvestersetc. Well T know
someone who was combining on
Christmas day - so perhaps this year,
for me anyway, summer will not be
over until my Mini Max flies - when-
ever that may be!

Pegasus XL SE

* G-MTSN

New Permit ~

Many Extras:
Carb heat
Frontwheel brake

Al condition

- Tel. Graham Barton
0453.823564
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Fair Stood the Wind for
Hamelin

*  Annette’s version of her and
Chris’ Dawn to Dusk epic
trip for the Pied Piper Appeal.

At 4,45 am. on Wednesday 27nd. of
August (the same day as the Pied
Piper played his fatal tune) with the
moon still full in the sky, Chris and
Annette left Over bound for Hamelin.

With a slight tail wind they made
Manston early - 7.29 am. and had to
wait 30 mins for customs - time for a
sandwich and o file a flight plan to
Grimbergen near Brussels, Belgium
All done, they were ready strapped in
{having forgotten to put on their life
Jackets) when an airport official ar-
rived in a rush to teil them that Grim-
bergen was closed! Sotheyhad tofind
another place to go and decided on
Kortrijk further west of Brussels and
this time they decided they'd better
put the life jackets on.

They flew to Dover and then out
across the channel. Annette told me
she had decided to keep her eves
closed atf this point, but just couldn’t
resist locking. However the crossing
wentwithoutincideniand they were in
sight of land the whole way so she felt
quite happy. -

Navigation in northern France
proved very difficult with little fields,
little villages and no big, easily identi-
fied towns, however they made it to
Kortrijk without trouble, cleared cus-
toms and filed a flight plan to Mun-
chen Gladbach. This also proved to
be a straight forward flight and with
the persisting tail wind they made it in
good time. Their receptionwas excel-
lent - everyone was very impressed
that they had corme all that way. How-
everwhen they said they were going on
to Hamelin - it was by now 4.30 - Sish
-they werewarned they'd never make
it before nightfall, but SVMC pilots
don’t scare easily.

Before reaching Hamelin the

weather deteriorated and i became --

really grey and murky but luckily as
they approached the city itself, it
cleared encugh for them io take
photos. They then flew on to Bad
Pyrmont whom they fatled to raise on
the radio so had to fly on to another
field, Hoxter - where they were just
putting microlights away. Here also

theywerevery well received by people
who were amazed they had come so
far. As the radio battery was well run
down by thistime, they asked if it conld
be put on charge. Unfortunatelythere
was no {itting available but no worry,
they made oneuponthe spot to enable
the batiery io be recharged. The
Dawn to Dusk certificate was duly
signed and they were invited to have
bowls of soup with the members of o
gliding task week based there. There
was a lot of flying activity going on at
this airfield.

Chris and Annstte had intended
staying with friends until Saturday
merning but poor conditions and vis.
persuaded them to make a local de-
tour and come home Sunday instead.
Coming back across the Channel was
quite an adventure as they left Calais
at 5.24 (English time) to arrive at Man-
ston at 6.02 - just as the Customs man
was going home. They finally arrived
at their destination for the night - Far-
thing Corner, two miles north of De-
tling VOR at 7.30 pm.

I'm sure we all join in weicoming
Chris and Annette safely home and
are delighted to congratulate them on
their outstanding achieverment. Could
you now please remember the appeal
Andrew made when the sponsor
sheets were handed out in May and
ask you all to make your sponscrship
as generously as possible to Dennis




Beale, Club Treasurer, who will pay it
into the Pied Piper Appeal Fund. Itis
after all for an excellent cause - the
building of a new children’s hospital.

Aquaplaning?

Coincidentally on the day Chris and
Anette returned across the Channel an-
other microlight had the misfortune to
ditch in the this stretch of water that
separates we Brits from the Frogs. In-
deed those who knesw that they were on
their way back were worried that it was
cur own intrepid pair that had taken an
early bath.

The story is slowly emerging as to what
happened. We understand that a pilot
from the south plus girl friend crossed
the Channelwith others for the weekend
in Northern France. On the return trip
the engine {a 503} started giving prob-

the pilot called Mayday and told the
French that he was going down in the
*drink”. The French came back with
"What is this drink?"! Notwithstanding
this little linguistic difficuity they got
their message across despite the fact that
the girlfriend in the back was crying that
she didn't what tc die so young - neither
of them couid swim.

Asa result the French launched a heli-
copter to pick them up. In the meantime
the microlight, an Alpha, was effectively
landed in the sea, skipping along the
surface before settling in the water -
aqua-planed perchance? It did not som-
ersault on touching the water as one
might have thought. The atrcraft started
to sink and, according to the occupants,
seemed to go a long way down before
they were able to release themselves. In
actual fact it only sank as far as the sail
which had a couple of llos imside. It
probably seemed deep for the pair as
neither could swim. The lilos did not
keep the aircraft aflocat but may have
delayed the eventual sinking which took

" place after abouit twerity minutes. It Gige tion by-triangulation and the on-board - -

twenty five minutes before the French
picked them up - just as well that it was
the summer. He was fortunate - but
soarea thought for how he explained this
to his wife........

A Mystery Trip

Billed as a muystery trip, Don Law
took a party of microlights into Lyne-
ham for their ATC families day. The
expedition set out just after ten thirly
on a Saturday morning and headed for
Lynehamwherehe had been invited to
take a few microlights. ATC went aw-
fully quiet initially when Don calmly
advised them that he was at the head
of a dozen microlights. The micro-
lights then procesded into the Lyne-
ham overhead, where after a tight cir-
cuit eleven microlights stream landed
befors taxiing in as a group to park
beside the control tower. The obser-
vant and mathermatically inclined will
note the maths don’t add up - your
right of course - one microlight was lost
unbeknown to Don shortly after take-
off.

Several intrepid aviators then gave
the RAF flights while they in turn gave
our aviators flights in their Hercules,
as well as feeding them and showing
them round air traffiz conirol

Uncertain of position - a
thing of the past

Those of you that were at Don Law's
recent lecture on his exploiis in France
may have heard him mention his trou-
bles with being uncertain of his posi-
tion at various times. Well he has now
solved his problem by acquiring a port-
able GPS. (Global Positioning Sys-
tem). This magic box of tricks which is
no bigger than a normal radio, utilises
satellites fo accurately ascertain posi-

computer to calculate effect of
changes on this position to give ground
speed, track, time to the next way point
as well as distance off track, course to
steer and many other functions. All
these functions are of course being
constantly updated. As Don demon-
strated at Lvneham, even as you just

walk along the accuracy is unbeliev-
able.

Mayday-evil Do!

Yet another super extravaganza has
been organised at Robbie’s famous
barn - site of so many excailent get
togethers in the past.

A supper and mediaeval sing song
with the Puzzle Jug group of players
will be held at Over Farm on 12th Sep-
tember. Tickets will be available from
all Committee Members. Further de-
tails can be obiained from Rcbbie
Keene - 0452 414975,

Gone Solo

Just before last month's meeting,
John Hodgeson went sclo at Long
Newnton. Congratulations John we
look forward to you getting your
licence.

Going Dual

Geoff Hoult has at long last decided
that he has been going 'solo’ leng
enough and has announced that in the
near future he will officiaily be going

‘dual’. Congratulations and best

wishes for their future happiness go to
Joyce and Gecif who announced their
engagement on the 26th July. Rumour
has it that Joyce won Geoff on the
roulette table.



It’s a Pilot!

Fly Ins

Congratulations go to Don and Jane
Law on production of their latest off-
spring - a boy - a future pilot?

Got Licensed

The news has filtered through that
we have another licensed pilot in cur
midsi. After tremendous persever-
ance, we are pleased to congratulate
Trever Cale on passing his GFT at the
end of July, as Trevor says, to his uiter
delight and relief!

Trevor had many set backs during his
training not the least a period in hos-
pital as the result of a car crash. Well
done Trevor - hope to see you around.
Incidentally for his nav. ex. he wassent
to Haverfordwest from Madley - that's
quits @ hilke at the bast of Himes let
alone as your qualifying cross country
- about 200 miles round trip! However
Trever recommends the new site of
Terry Walsh'sat Allensmore, just out-
side Hereford. It is set in the most
glorious countryside and consists of a
very large field bordered by a lake and
a small wood - ideal for camping and
picnicing and spending a few pleasant
hours, he says. Obvicuslyweil wortha
visit.

*  Flash Il Alpha 503

G-MVYBN.
Excellent condition -Iong range tank
Full instrumentation - battery
charger/regulator/strobes.

Newton prop - and loads more.

Hangared at Don Law's.
{Going three-axis
Tel0367.241404

On 2%9th August Redlands are hold-
ing an open day to celebrate their ac-
quisition of their planning permission.
The event is due to commence on the
Saturday afterncon with a BBQ and
possibly a pig roast and continue into
the evening. More details can be ob-
tained from Don Law on 0793 790052

Shobdon Fly-in

Also along similar lines, the Shebdon
Microlight Club are holding 2 fiy in
and BBQ on Saturday 5th September.
Non radio microlights are welcome,
but PPR is essential. Further details
can be obtined on 05443-532.

Trip to France

Don Law and co. are planning an-
other wisit to France at the beginning
of September. The plan for this bold
and daring adventure is to visit the
microlight show at Blois . They intend
starting out on Thursday 2nd Septem-
ber hopefully getting most, if not all the
way in one day. They would then start
back on the Saturday, which givesthem
some leeway for bad weather and

Advertisements

*  Pegasus XLSE

- G-MTSN
Newpermit
Many exiras - carb. heat
Frontwheel brake

Al condition - £3250
Tel Graham Barton
0453.873564

" Readyto ﬂy

dodgy navigation - sorry forgot - there
worn't be any this time thankstoc Don's
portable satellite navigation system
{GPS).

Monthly Talk

Due to availability or rather lack of
availability of one of the speakers, the
talks planned for August and Septem-
ber have been reversed. This now
means that the September talk will be
given by Robbie Keene, who will be
telling us of his exploits on the Round
Britain Race earlier thisyear. The Au-
sust talk will now be on Chris and
Annette Wales’ Dawn to Dusk trip to
Hamilin in Germany.

Homebuilder’s Diary

* John Hamer's Mini Max
project continued

Following the display of the aircrait
at the PFA rally at Wroughton, really
very little has been done on the small
craft. The glazing - a difficult job - is
now complete. There now remains a
series of little jobs to do before ecover-
ing. Most of these are held up at the
moment for the want of small items
and thus progress has been very
limited during the pericd. It was nct
helped bya) going on holiday, b) good
flying weather and c¢) the Olympics.
Now that all three are over, progress
might be more substantial in August.

¥ Haif-sharrerirn MWS N

Two seat, 3axis G MTTF
Fully legal - one year's permit and fuil
hull insurance.

£3750cn.0

For details contact:

Ian Evans (home) 0634.298364

or Vic Booth 0242.583338



Redlands gets it's Planning |
Permission ! .

LY

Fly In/Drive In Celebration
Bar -B - Q

 (Under Cover IF Bad Weathey)

* Join us al Redlands Airfield - Saturday August 29th - | M. 00 hrs

* AL A/C Types Welcome * No Landing Fees
®Overnight Camping Available * Further Information call Don Law:
Airfield: (0793) 790052 - Home: (0793) 740854 - IFax (0793) 790052

To Hhlp us plan a great event, please try to let us
know if your coming. We look forward to seeing you
at Redlands /!

Aitfield Data:

Redlands - N 65133 30 - W001 4133
Radio: Redland s Radio - 129.826
Elevation - 3201t

Rwy 24/06 Length 445 yds x 12 yds
Rwy 17/35 Length 300 vyds x 16 yds

Circuits: 24 R 06 LH
17 RH 36 LH

Alf Circuits at 500 {t

Al Approaches from the North or West. Please
* 354 yds from displaced threshold

SHOBDON  MICROLIGHT CLUB
SABRE AIR SPORTS

PROUDLY ANNOUNCE
IT'S ANNUAL

by

% Mﬂ%
S Seplisneee f
S Y CELLENT HOSPITALITY

P CAMPING FACILITIES
SUNDAY BREAKFAST
EVENING ENTERTAINMENT
NON RADIO VERY WELCOME -
PPRESSENTIAL

For DeTais PHONE  05448-832 OR 083310970280
SHo 8boN FREQUENCY 12350, JoIN FRoM SouTH AT S00FT
LAT.52° laN LONG.2°5A°W
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News Views and Crewroom Gossip

Another Licence

Congratulations to Brian Gilmoere
vho, as those at the last meeting
seard has recently passed his GFT at
Aerolite. Congratulations Brian - you
:an now get on and build that MW6.

Long Marston Fly In

There is to be a Vintage’ Fly In at
Long Marston on 18th, 19th and 20th
September. The event especially fea-
:ures vintage microlights, but all
microlights are welcome. There will
also be many other attractions.

Last year’s event was highly success-
ful and well supported by SVMC
members and thus members are once
again strongly recommended to make
this event if possible. Pilots should
note that PPR is a mandatory require-
ment if they wish to fly in. Details of
this event are contained elsewhere in
this newsletter.

Bob Hind’s Fly In -
Newnham, Forest of
Dean.

Once again Bob has kindty invited us
to fly-in to his farm near Newnham.
Those who came last summer will no
doubt remember the barbeque and
swimming in Bob's lovely garden. The
field is to the right of the A48 just to
the east of Newnham village. The
farm iscalled The Staure and to reach
it by road you need to turn right in the
centre of Newnham (Littledean road)
and approximately two miles from the
village, on the hill, there isa right turn-
ing signposted to The Staure Farm.
No doubt anyone brave snough to
want toswimwill be welcome to do scl
but there will be a barbeque and hot
drinks available on the lawn, kind per-
mission of Bob Hinds.

Don’s Roasting Success!

The weather, principally the strong
winds, limited the numbers that at-
tended the Redlands Fly in at the end
of August. Notwithstanding this, sev-
eral members did either fly in or went
by road forwhat turned cuttc be a well
supported event complete with
roasted pig.

Go back to England - (Do
not collect 200 franes!)

Having made record time to Calais
because of the extremely strong tail-
winds, Don Law's and associates’ ex-
pedition to the microlight show at
Blois, had the wind sharply removed
from their sails thanks to French bure-
aucracy which effectively prevented
them flying in France.

Fortunately they didn't lock him up
and have returned him to tell his story
at next month’s monthly mesting. As
an appertiser, Tom Thomson, a mem-
ber of the team, haswritten hisview of
his first trip over the Channel, which
appears later in this newsletter.



Watch out! Thereis a
thief about

What is the world coming to when
you can't even trust fellow microlight
pilots? The following is an extract
from a letter received from a dis-
traught pilotfowner:-

*My microlight was stolen from it's
locked hanger at St Michaels, near
Garstang, Lancashire between 2 pm
Sept and 9am on the following day.
The aircraft was rigged by the thieves
who then flew it from the field.

The plane is a red Mainair Gemini
Flash Z Alpha with the registration
leiter G-MYAX on the red and white
wing. The aircraft serial number is
905-0592-7-W704 and the Rotax en-
gine has the number 3986502. An-
tenna wiring is fitted and instrumenta-
tion includes ASI, altimeter, compass
CHT, tachoand VSI.

A theft of this nature from a well
secured hangar means that no one's
plane can be considered safe. It is in
the interests of the microlighting com-
munity as a whole, that my aircraft,
and hopefully the thieves, be traced at
the eariiest possible opportunity. If
you are offered for sale an aircraft
which may even vaguely fit the de-
scription of the above plane, or if you
can shed any light on the plane's
whereabouts, could you please con-
tact either myself, or the police at Gar-
stang. - Dave Lane 0617946659 Hm
067942836 wic.*

So keep your eyes open!

Homebuilder’s Diary -
The continuing saga of
JH’s Minimax

Progress on the aircraft has now
slowed due to various family commit-
ments and hold upsin procuring some
vital things like the instruments. In-
deed much time has been spent mock-
ing up the instrument parel and ac-
quiring the various items. Thanks to
friends,the panel now locks like a
splendid advert for a well known local
company.

The other area of work has involved
construction and fitment of the band
brakes whose design is simple but ef-
fective. Indeed I can readily see the
possibility of standing the little aircraft
onits nose if they are applied too hard
- a far cry from the usual microlight
brake.

The throttle assembly and choke are
now all fitted with the fuel system
about to go in. There seems dozens of
little jobs still to do before the cover-
ing. Incidentally I've just received ap-
proval from the PFA to utilise a spe-
cial process to covert my fabric so that
I can use the Ceconite 7600 process.
The advantage of this is thai the whole
process is water based and non toxic
0 can be done in the garage without
extractor fans etc.

The other thing that has taken up
much time is an attempt to get a club
going for fellow builders of Mini Maxs
and during the month [ issued the first
newsletter to the 34 people that are
building, or have built the aircraft. Six
aircraft are currently flying and I con-
fidently predict that by next spring the
number will have doubled as there are
several in the throws of hatching,
hopefully mine will be one of them
although hatching date seems to be
moving to the right all the time.

ZEN and the Art of
Microlight Flying

* The European Trip
By Tom Thomson

Earlier this year I learned of a pro-
posed flight o the Microlight fair at
Blois in central France, and decided
that, as a low hours pilot, the experi-
ence pained on the trip would be
worth the effort and expense of join-
ing the expedition. Some days have
passed since my return, allowing me
to organise my thoughts on my first
long distance flight.

The organisation of the trip, effi-
ciently carried out by Don Law, is
largely unknown to me although I ap-
preciate the time and care expended
by Don on flight planning and paper-
work necessary before ’going
foreign’. My own flight planning con-
sisted merely of copying routes from
Don's maps and jotting down a few
headings and bearings. A major
omission was not noting the frequen-
cies of the airfields en route so that
our fuel stop at Blackbush had me
nonradio. The team leader owninga
GPS made me lazy in my outward
bound navigation, a situation which
was remedied on the return leg.

The flying was interesting and en-
joyable and less tiring than I had im-
agineditwould be; even flying for five
hours out of seven. A formation flight
was intended but the six aircraft soon
spread themselves across the sky.
Throughout, due to the excellent visi-
bility, theviewswere stunning of Lon-
donsprawling out over my left arm; of
747s landing at Gatwick and Hea-
throw, which seemed very near, and
of the French coast ahead, tinted with
the purple of distance. The experi-
ence of leaving the English coast was
very exciting with no sign of the but-
terflies I had expected and I enjoyed
the difference between the English
and French countrysides, both of
which could be seen from mid- chan-
nel.

Over the Channel the turbulence,
endured for most of the flight, disap-



gearad completely, making this part, for
me, the most impressive leg of the jour-
ney. The cross-channel ferries crossed
the tracks of the supertankers, container
ships and tramp steamers with a sprin-
kling of small fishing boats in the huge
expanse of grey sea bounded by the
white cliffs of the south east coast of
England. In contrast, the flat, green
fields of France were a magnificent sight
although the reaching of the far coast
was a welcome achievemment. Did I im-
agine an even stronger bond with my

Raven after sharing this journey with
her, during which her reliability and
honesty were both real and heartening.

There were many other firsts for me
during this trip including formation
take-offs which must have impressed
any onlooker; the bureaucratic French
whose inflexible attitude spelt the end
of our French flying; the refuelling at
strange and busy aerodromes using
both grassand tarmac runways; and the
camaraderie of a group of people who

are doing something which they all,
for reasons of their own, find special
and worthwhile.

For myself this trip has given me a
taste for flying further afield, seeing
new horizons and for learning more
about why I love flying microlight
aircraft.

ADVERTISEMENTS

*  Qzee Suit

Smallfmedium

Blue, virtually new
£60 - Tel 0452.740679
Brian Gill- more

*  ’Flight’ Magazines

Plus other items from
the same era.

Offers? Ideas?

(I can't just throw

them away!!)

John Morris 0452.780406

*  Flash Il Alpha 503

G-MVBN

Excellent condition - long range tank
Full instrumentation - baitery
chargerfregulator/strobes,

Newton prop. - and lcads more.
Hangared at Don Law's.

{Going three-axis)

Tel 0367.241404

* Pegasus XLSE

G-MTSN

New permit

Many extras - carb. heat
Front wheel brake

Al condition - £3250
Tel. Graham Barton
0453.323564

* Half Share in MWse

G-MTTF

Two-seat, thres-axis
Readytofly.

Fully legal - one year's permit
and full hull insurance.

£3750 c.no.

Contact:

Ian Evans (home) 0634.293364
or Vic Booth 0242 583338
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News, Views and Crewrcom Gossip

Last Adventure of the
Season?

The weekend of 24th/25th October
marks the end of British Summer
Time and =ffectively heralds the com-
mencemeni of Winter, although the
recent coid winds would indicate 1t has
already arrived! As a final fling, the
Redlands crew have planned a trip to
the farthest outpost of England - ie.
Lands End. The trip will commence,
weather permitting, on Saturday
morning with a stop possibiy at Fa-
glescott, before spending the night at
Lands End. The route for the return
trip will simmilarly have one stop. Those
interested in going should ring Don
Law on 0793.760052 - and their report
of their exploits to the editor should be
filed no later than 14th November!

A New Shape in the Skies

Malcolm Cox has recently pur-
chased a Goldwing from 'Up
Nerth'and soa new shape will be ap-
pearing at Club Fly-ins from now on.
For those of you that don’t know the
Goldwing, it is a canard design which
comes from the Bert Rutan stable and

dates fromthe early '30s. The futuris-
tic design however would lead cne to
believe that it has emerged from a
much later date than the dewn of
microlighting. The aircraft is princi-
paily of wood construction featuring a
single seat with a pusher prop
powered by a Robin engine. We un-
derstand Malcolm's aireraft also has a
canopy which should keep him warm -
wewere going to say dry, but unfortu-
nately that is one condition in which
theseaircraft are not happy flving. The
aireraft has a critical wing section on
the canard which is not too clever
when wet - but anyway who wants to
fly in the rain? :

Don Goes Electric

Newsis filtering out that Don Law is
concentrating on his great objective in
life, ie. to make life easter. To this end
he has been working on an electric
start system for trikes and has just suc-
ceeded in developing and producing
such a device that will be "retrofittable’
on all trikes except the Quasar. Cur-
rently this is undergoing trials at Red-
landsand is scheduled to be on sale at
the BMA A AGM in November.

Ed. note. Remember, you read it
here first!

Fire

Fire seems to have been flavour of
the month if that is the right word.
Firstly came the sad news that the Mini
Max demcmstrator of Pater Harvey's
had gone up in flames whilst sitting 1n
its traifer in a lay-by. The cause is not
known but vandalism cannct be ruled
out.

‘We then heard that Pegasus had had
a fire in their fibreglass shop which has
resulted in production of the Quasar
being halted whilst the moulds are re-
placed. They are also, we understand,
in the process of "downsizing’ and
moving to cheaper premises. We sincs
heard that another manufacturer,
Medway had also had a fire and as a
result has been forced into temporary
premises.

BMAA AGM and Trade
Fair

This year the AGM and Trade Fair
are on the move once again. It is now
scheduled to take place on Sunday

\
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22nd November in Telford, a newly
opened exhibitionfconference centre.
The AGM will be in & separate audi-
torium from the exhibition itself which
should pet rid of the difficulties en-
countered al previous venues where
the exhibition tended to interfere with
the AGM. A topic high on the agenda
will be the "getting together” with the
PFA. It isunderstood that the BMAA
Councilis fairly divided over the issue,
bowever it requires two thirds of the
membership to vote for any change.
Varlous viewpoints are scheduled to
appear in the next issue of Microlight
Flying and doubtless vigerous debate
will ensue. The statistics make interes-
ting reading, for basically the PFA has
wwice the number of members of the
BMAA but only half the aireraft and
believe it or not are not as "profitable’
despite their higher fees.

Christmas Meeting

Itis not normal club practice to have
amonthly meeting in December, how-
ever in view of the lack of social events
this year and acquisition of our nice,
aew meeting place, the Committes has
decided that & meeting will be held in
December but with the accent on the
social side. It is planned that thers will
be a short talk but we are working on
an associated party. More details will
appear in the next issue, however in
the meantime reserve Wednesday,
16th December. .

From the Notams

VFR traffic transiting more than 10
om. from Gloucestershire aerodrome
are requested not to call them. Tower
is now 122.9, and approachiradar
125.65

Apperley has been deleted from the
arachute sites but Brimspsfield in

loucestershire and Lower Kinsham

g8
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in Hereferd and Worcester are now
being used.

Fly In - Bob Hinds

Deespite the fact that the date was not
published in the last Airscrew, several
people did manage to arrive on the
appointed day though so late that we
werebeginning to think only the Swin-
don contingent had been able to navi-
gate there! Apologies to those who
mighthavecomeifthey'd knownwhen
{thougha call to JH or any Committes
member would have enlightened).

In spite of all the signs, the weather
on Saturday afternoon was hot and
sunny though haze made wisibility
poor. True to form, Bob had strip
mowed and barbeque at the ready and
had even had to tear himself eway
from a family christening (though not
very reluctantly he admitted) to at-
tend.

In all ten aircraft visited and there
were many Joy rides to the delight of
spectators who had arrived by road.
As this sort of Fly-in has almost
become a thing of the past due to bad
weather amongst other things, it was
also a highly successful social event
enjoyed by all - especially the beef

urgers and tea. Mamy people dis-
played hitherto undreamed of talents
-for example, Don Law ia a dab hand
at turning & beefburger to perfection -
who'd have guessed it?

Dave Read arrived with his squad of
Air Cadets who turned to and or-
ganised the lighting of the barbeque
and boiling of the kettle in between air
experience flights.

Bob mysteriously disappeared with a
young lady passenger only to re-ap-
pearwhenitwas all over and there was
only one beef burger left. It transpired
he had had engine failure - twice - and
had had to land in & field at Awre an
get a lift back He admitted later that
the second landing had worried him
mare than the bungie jump he did last
summer in America. It seems he first

landed because the engine failed - ran
it on the ground where it seemed per-
fectly alright again - and then experi-
enced another failure on climb out
which necessitated landing in a far
from ideal field. His wasn't the only
mishap either as Trevor Cale also had
a mincr incident on landing which you
can read about further on in Airscrew,

Apart from this it was a most en-
jovable afternoon. Thanks to Bob
ence again for his hospitality - and
especially for the use of his 44 to ferry
people through muddy gateways.
Sorry you had to miss most of it!

By the way, what happened to your
article Bob?

Homebuilder’s Diary
Continued

* The continuing saga of JH's
KMini Max

Progress has again been Hmited this
month due to varicus visitors, flying
and getting ready for Winter. 1 was
also held up for approval for the new
fabrie filler I wished to use. This has
now been given the go ahead and as |
write this it is on it way to me. I col-
lected the adhesives last weskend on
my way back from an RAF 'Old Boy’
reunion at Henlow and the filler coat
is promised nextweek, I thus can start
covering. In the interim ['ve been fid-
diing a bit, installing the instruments
and trim tab complete with electric
trim. I have also now fitted all the
cowling catches and the fuel filler cat-
ches. Whilst the resulting solution is

eat and simple it had presented great
problemsas tohow exactly they should
be done - remember the cowlings in-
stallation was my design and as the
designer I had never got round to
specify how they shouid be held on, so
determinedwas] to try and get a clean
cowl line!

Much time seems to have been spent
in the cockpit dreaming of chasing
bandits around the clouds instead of
getting on and finishing it. The end still
seems a long way away, since every
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time I look at it there always seems
some little fiddly job to do. Gone are
the days when I seemed to make great
progress after a night's work, perhaps
itwas the challenge of trying to meet a
deadline - ie Wroughton show and
when this was met the urgency was
gone. The next hard target to meet is
to be flying for Popham in May. There
is however a rumour that the aircraft
may be required for Teliord in No-
vember as Peter Harvey does now
have one to display and a certain
covering business is looking for a
covered microlight that has yet to be
painted! Just might have to putin an-
other demand for midnight oill

Sunday Blues

¥ By Trevor Cale

I had always been under the fond
illusion that I looked, in general, both
clean and respectable in appearance
until that is I'd spent one and 2 half
hours somewhere on the Led-
bury/Hereford road late one Sunday
afternoon, attempting in vain to thumb
a hift.

The saga bepan as a result of a poor
landingat Bob Hinds Fly-in on Sunday
Z7th September and the resulting bent
snouf on my Pegasus Q. Instead of
circling and checking the field or
powering out when things began to
lock dodgy, 1 Blithely tagged on to two
other flexwings, landed too far down
the strip and ran into soft ground and
a ‘lump’ in the turf. Body and soul
were fine - but the front undercarriage
wasn't}

After tea and sympathy, my pas-
senger and I gratefully accepted a lift
to Ledbury, being en route to Here-
ford and having convinced ourselves
that BR would be ready and waiting to
wisk us omward to Hereford. No so

ofcourse - the next train was in two
hours time. So for the first time in
thirty years I decided on the ‘thumb’
approach. Much to our chagrin we
had to wait thirty minutes before a
battered van deigned to stop and offer
us a mere four miles but at least onto
the main Hereford road. Wewere left
outside a pub (closed naturally) where
oneand a half hours of numerous tech-
niques (other than lving down in the
road) got us nowhere. Toadd insult to
injury rather too many drivers gave us
the middle finger preeting as they flew
by at break-neck speed!

At7 pm  the lights of the pub went
onsolthought sod this, let’s drown our
sorrows and phone for an expensive
taxi. After two hours of total rejection,
what a welcomne refief to be welcorned
by your irlendly publican with glasses
primed! £15 worth of texd eventually
showed up and deposited us back at
Allensmore at dead of night.

The saga continued on Monday
morning with a one and a half hour
drive to Mariborough to pick up a new
snout and then on the Newnham to fit
it. Four hours later, after much curs-
ing and trying to make two hands do
four handswork and with the dark fast
spproaching, the job was completed.
During the course of the next two days
and with the kind assistance of Bob
and tractors, 1 got my Pegasus trailed
out and back to Allensmore - not an
¢asy task when the flving field does not
sit conveniently mextto aroad! Thank
you very much Bob for being so toler-
ant of my enforced stay.

There are several morals to the tale
which may be summarised as follows:-

1. When in doubt, power out. If
possible always do a circuit to check on
the field and the right approach.

2. On your first fly-in, achieve the
finest landing of your career or feel the
pangs of total mortification.

3. Abandonanyideas of hitch-hiking
in this day and age. Frequent stories
of 'rape and pillage’ on our roads have
clearly had a dramatic effect on
pecpie’s willingness to act the good
Samaritan.

The ’Royalist Air Foree’

* By Trevor Cale,

Having been a member of 17th cen-
tury re-emactment groups for twenty
years, I duly attended the Battle of
Powick Bridge near Worcester over
the weekend of 19th/20th September,
which commemorated the actual
battle of exactly 350 years ago.

"What’s this got to do with micro-
lighting?” someone's bound to be
asking, but just hang on.

Saturday evening was spent quaffing
muchalewhilst hacking away at succu-
lent capons and hunks of beef in the
candlelit tent of a fellow Royalist and
the proposition was put as to why
shouldn't | fly in and land con the bat-
tlefield on Sunday? Why not, thought
I, being at that time well into my cups,
as they say.

Sunday dawned grey and misty but by
2 pm. it had magically cleared. I thus
leapt into my car, still in 17th century
gear, and drove over to Allensmore. A
few other pilots were there and did
look somewhat askance at this appari-
tion from days of yore siriding across
the field........

With my feathered hat tucked inside
the skirt of the trike, I took off and
within half an hour was circling the
encampment at Powick.

The battle area was by then clear of
all participants and an easy approach
had me soon down on the ground and
drawn up alongside the camp. Of
with the flying suit; on with the hat and
the "Royalist Air Force' had arrived!

Needless to say, such an arrival
caused no little amazement and ex-
plained why I had refused all offers of
aleat lunchtime! Still perhapsnotthe
ideal method of arriving at Musters as
I don't think flexwing was designed to
take full range of camping equipment
plus powder flasks, musket, sword and
a heap of 17th century clothing.
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Wings Parade

Atthe Christmas’Do’ the commit-
teewould like o present "wings” to all
those members who have gained
their licence during the past year. All
those who wish to he so honoured
please contact John Hamer so that b
can make the necessary purchase.

Please note that thers is a boaus in-
centive scheme op rating on this one
as the Club will be subsidising the
“ings®.

Pegasus

In the las wsue of Adrserew w
mentioned the Pegasus fire and the
faet that -‘hay were moving and
*downsizing”. UnfSriunately our re-
marks may have been misintrepre-
tated as John Fack of Pegasus has
pointed cut. He writss:-
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Solar Wings are moving o new
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‘prémzsns in the New Year, just Z

miles to the West o Mar;oorouch
butifisnof true thatwe are dﬁwushg—
ing”. The premises are in the process
ofbeing ‘mf-iit to cur design as | 'wr'*e,

~dare in fact slightly jarger than ¢
rent buldings at Ge:.u ge Lq*ze.
scause we have deszgr—v‘ the
uispecifically to mest the boméwnat
bizarre needs of flexwing manufac-
ture, our operation will also gain con-
iderably in terms of preduction effi-
iency. The new factovy will also fea-
ure a showrcom/sale reception area
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tomers to vistt, which of course in-

cludes ali Severn Valley members.

The news on the 582 Quasa
moulds is reasonably encourag i_«g
and we anﬁc'pa;e ﬂen"g Hack 1 pro-
ductionwith the King of Flexwings by
mid December.*

BMAA Trade Show &
AGM

This year the annual trade show
and AGM have moved to the racquat
and exhibition centre at Telford. The
event is scheduled for Sunaay Zind
Novemberand the doorswill be open
from 10.00am. A map showing the
locaticn is elsewhere in A*rscrea 2
Thearrangementisforthe show to be
held in the newly built exhibition
centre while the AGM will be held in
& separate auditorium Space has
heen made available for 20 aircraft
stands and 64 stalls. All m-ajor manu-
facturers have indicated that they will
be attending and as & result there wall
bs a considerabie number of bkoth
three axis and flexwings as well as
numercus trade stalls seiling every-
thing from l shirts to complete en-
sines. John Hamer will be d1 splayin
his partly covered Mini-Max on th

(0] fm



with 132 flights and 26 hours of which
10 were solo. At Bideford the duty
instructor was Bob Thompson who
infroduced me to therr Blanik ghder
- an all metal two seater {affection-
ately known as 'spam can'} - very
popular as a club aireraft with good
performance. I clambered into the
front seat with my legs horizontal as
in most gliders - exiremely comfort-
abie! Follewing a briefing from Bob
on the aircraft’s idiogynerasies and a
check on the instruments and con-
trols, the tug aircraft taxied out with
100 metres of tow rope which was
atfached to the release catch beneath
the cockpit.

Pre-take off checks complete, Bob
asked me if  would like to handle the
take off and tow, to which I agreed,
rapidly revising all the handling
points 1 had learnt a decade ago and
nearly forgotten So- Readyfor take
off - "Wing up - Take up] slack - All
out!”™ and the tug accelerated
showering us with spray and mud

rom the soaked surface.

our airspeed increased rapidly so
the controls soon became effectfve to
hold the wings level and kesp posi-
tion directly behind the straining tug
until we lifled o Then with the tug
still on the ground I held the glider
about ten feet high until he toc was
airborne. Bob was assisting me with
helpful reminders of how to position
and control during an aerotow. By
keeping the wings level, the main
control input is via the rudder and by
adjusting pitch with the stick to keep
the tug on the horizon. The glider
needs to be above the tug’s airstream
for obwious reasons but not too high
as the increased drag can seriously
affect its attitude. When aerotowing,
the initial tendency is to over contral
the atrcraft with the stick and not use
encugh rudder but I gradually settled
down as we gained height to a
planned release at 2000 ft. The al-
timeter stuck at 1800 ft. sop by the
time I noticed it and Bob advised me
to fap it, we had had a bonus of an-
other 500 ft. Ireleased bypullinga T
barin the instrument panel, followed
by a climbing, lefi-hand, banking
furn.

Allvery quiet now, I adjusted trim
for 42 mph together with a good
look-out all arcund. Bob requested
tow 360 degree left and right turns
and | tried to keep the nose on the
herizen with a steady angle of bank,

watching the airspeed like a hawlk.
The air was very quiet and therse was
no left at all so this trip was not going
to last long. Although we had fiown
into wind with the tow and were still
severa! miles from the field, I never-
theless headed back in that direction
as it seemed to be a long way awayl
howeveristiil arrived too high having
forgotten to allow for the vastly im-
proved glide angle which required a
much wider circuit plan than I'm
used to now with my flexwing micro-
light.

Having adjusted to this little lux-
ury, [ set the trim to give us 55 mph.
on the down wind leg, turned base at
300 fr. and final at 200 ft. using the
air-brakes to steepen the glide angle
and flared 50 yards inside the field to
land with a healthy bump and sheet
of spray - not forgetting to hold the
wings level until the forward speed
fell away. So ended twenty minutes
of exhilarating fiving which brought
back many memories and | was re-
lisved to find that I had not forgotten
the fundamentals of handling a
ghder.  °

I am convinced that there is no
eiter way of lsarning to fiv than via
g roule which has been of
enormous help to me conwverting to
flexwings. Apart from general flying
disciplines, the main benefit comes
with sudden emergencies, eg. when
power fails - being able to handle my
flexwing as a glider is second nature
and this has helped me on several
cccasions. Now I find [ rarely per-
form powered landing approaches
unless it is a strange strip as [ enjoy
the satisfaction of judging height,
speed and distance to suit the condi-
tions so that the arrival is both safe
and accurate.

T
b

A 3

I find my success rate fro really
good landings is about 1 - 3; in other
words - one third OK.; one third -
could have done better; and one third
- hope no-one was watching! Howdo
vyour rate?

Flight to Remember

* By John Hamer

At the end of November my com-
pany sent me to Montreal for a
couple of days. My outbound flight
was in a Boeing 747-400 -ie the latest
technology aircraft out of Boeing
with the all glass cockpit. To break
the monotony of the journey, I was
ablewithafriend to gain an invitation
onto the flight deck. In the cockpit I
was shown all the latest technology
that was keeping the aircraft flying.
Gonewere all the old instruments to
be replaced by CRT screens which
illustrated all the flight instrument
functions of the previous displays
and much more. There ware five
screens, two devoted to the flight in-
struments, two to the navigation and
the centre one to the engine. Each
display could be interchanged with
any other in the event of failure. The
whole aircraft was being controlled
by a very sophisticated flight man-
agement system that effectively
linked the zutopilotfautothrotties

. : 21
and navigetion system together.

Whilst deep in conversation with
the Captain, my friend let on that I
flew muicrolights and was in fact the
chief pilot for the BMAA. For a mo-
ment, I thought he done it as there
was a definite pause in the conversa-
tion. The captain then revealed that
last year he had intended to buy a
microlight and had in fact gone to the
Trade fair at Popham last May. Thus
the conversation immediately turned
to the comparing the various types
and their performance. Asif to prove
his interest he also showed me his
filo-fax in which was neatly typed the
address of the BMAA! Not to be out
dore, the copilot then piped up that
he too occasionally flew with his
brother in his microlight, thus for the
next hour we all talked microlights as
the computer took care of the aero-
plane and the 400 passengers. Cer-
tainly none of uswere looking where
we were going! As [ departed the
cockpit, the captain enguired when |
wag returning to Bngland. When I
indicated that it was in two days time,
he said that was the flight he was
bringing back and thus would I like
to occupy the jump seat home. The
answer was obvicus.
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INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1933 to promote responsible microlight fiying. Currently
the membership is nearly 3 80 strong with the mayority living and working i1 and around the Cheltenham and
Gloucsster area. Over half the membership own their own aircraft and fiy either from the various traiming
schocls in the area, their cwn fields or from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of

Bishops Clesve off the Evesham Road.
The Club offers the following faciiities and privileges:

A monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.
A monthly meeting at Hartpury Coﬂege Hartpury, Glos on the third W -*-dne\ddy in the month with

a speak—‘r cn a micrclight or other aviation related subject.

Many organised Fiy-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, including barbecues, dances ete.

Aircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstona.

Ground Scheol Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the

PPL{A) Group D exams.
R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation tc the British Microlight Aircraft Asscciation {BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aireraft purchase.

*  Committee Members:

% Chairman-Andrew John
Heme 033689229
Work 233839217

2 Secretary John Hamer
Home 0-‘0”70 314
Work 0242.533628

2 Treasurer - Dennis Beale
Home 0452750424
Work 0272.543217

@ Safety Gfficer - Vic Booth
Home/Weork 0242.533333

@ Training Officer - Bill Austin
Home/Werk 0242 515064

@ VWoolstone Airfield Controller - Graham Arthur
Home0242.522754

2 Airscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales
Home045276.341

@ Special Functions Organiser - Nigel Bailes
Home 0285.659318

® Fly-in Organiser - Robbie Keene
Home0452.414975
Work 0452.21014

*

*

Cther Useful People

@ Inspectora
'«;e Read (531
TEFT T AL SR oo

an 1'luf‘1€" F5770.31- ",‘“._.“T._JJJ‘M_A\

@ Check Pilots
JohnHamer 045770.314
Adrian Lloyd 0885.82504
Don Law 0793.740854/0793. 790052

Ciub members use the fallowing fiying schools:-

Aeroclite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon (789.299279

Alr Play. Madley Airfield, Hersford 6981251242

Awon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
769.204010

Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Norton
0603.673741

M4 Microlights, Scuth Wanborough, Swindon
0793.790052

Sabre Airsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056381.3163

Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
0666.504032



UFPM/Classic Air Spares stand and
Don Law will be selling his strobes
and the new electric starter for Rotax

engines.

Committee for 1993

Many of the existing committee
have expressed their desire not to
stand for re-election at the AGM in
January. i you faney deing & spell on
the illustrious body, please contact
the Chairman. Such is the prospec-
tive outflow of committee members
that if we get novolunteers the future
of the club must be considered in
jeopardy.

Woolstone

Visitors to Woolstone will have
noticed that there are no longer any
hangars there. Regretably this situ-
ation is due to the fact that the formal
planning application for the erection
of three hangars has recently been
turned down by Tewkesbury Bo-
rough Council. The primary reason
givern being that erection of such
struclures in @ desigmated area of
outstanding natural beauty would be
a precedent as well as being against
structure pian policy. Although this is
an obwious blow, the club still has
planning permission to use the field
and thus at this time there is no inten-
tionof giving up the site. The commit-
tee is however on the constant
lookout for better and alternative
sites, so if you know of somewhere
please contact the chauirman.

Hangage Wanted

The observent of you may have
noticed that tucked in & corner of this
Microlight Flving is a small advert for
hangarage in the Worecester/Mal-
vern area. Unfortunately the placer
of this advert will not got any tele-
phone calls as the magazine has in-
veried two of the digils of the tele-
phone number. Once you cracked
the code however you will find it is
Trevor Cale that is desirous of relo-
cating his "Q". So if anvone has any
bright ideas or can help why oot ring
him on 0684 564685.

Bob’s Day Out

* By Bob Hinds

With the flg-in and barbeque at
Newnham already reported in last
month's Airscrew, it only remains for
me to thank everyone who turned up
to make it such a successful day and
all the helpers who cooked and
helped move the barbeque to the field
after it was decided to cancel the

imming party because of the wet
conditions.

I myself managed to miss most of
the afternoon’s events - with my first
engine failure - having volunteared to
take a young lady aloft for her first
flight. For the first ten minutes my
intercom was filled with, *This is fan-
tastic - This is great! - Oh, I never
thought it would be this good!..." I
was beginning to feel pretty good my-
self hearing this but then came the
dreaded hesitant cough of the engine,
then a brief recovery followed by
silence. Ail other thoughts disap-
peared as the fraining routines
flashed back - Pick your field - Keep
facing wour intended landing direc-

fion, eic. efc.

The field was chosen. The grass
was long so plenty of airspeed 1o keep
the nose up aslong as possible......and
we were safely down. But the grass
WAS very long and there was no
question of taking off from that field
should we be able to find the cause of
the failure.

The farmer had seen us from a
neighbouring field and came across
and heiped us move o an adjoining
field where the engine was restarfed
after all the usual checks and a full
power run made for two to three
minutes with no apparent fault. Itwas
therefore decided to take off and fly
home. During all this the young lady
seemed o be enjoying the whole epi-
sode and wanted to remain in the pas-
senger seat rather than accept a lift
home - very brave!

Full power; take off; climb out -
and then cilence again. Thig time
there was no time to choose a field.
The choice was dictated for me and it
wasn't ideal. Nevertheless we man-
aged to land safely again, without
damage to machine but with damage
to my cenfidence for that afternoon!

This time we both decided to accept
the farmer’s offer of & lift home.

Later thateveningwhen I went to
recover the aircraft, a more thorough
check revealed that a wire from the
ignition coil had become trapped be-
tween the fan cowling and the cylin-
der block. The insulation had
rubbed away and had shorted out
one cylinder. This must have been
trapped for some time and bad been
missed during all the checks that had
been made. With the insulation re-
stored, the engine was restarted and
ran perfectly but by then darkness
had crept in and so the plane was
flown home the next day.

Thelesson I learnt was that unless
youKNOWwhat caused yourengine
failure, it is not worth even thinking
that you fixed it and risking another
failure. Iwaslucky the second time,
but luck can and does run ocut. To
thisdayl don'tknow the young lady’s
name but I must thank her for being
so calm about it all. She really did
seemto enjoyall the drama. Perkaps
she looked upon two take-offs and
two landings as a bonus!

3 I day and Im
ssed much of it buf in =
funny way I am glad I have experi-
enced my first engine failure. It is
confidence building to know that you
can handle it

Back to Basics

* By Andrew John

Pre-take off checks complete, ca-
nopy closed and locked - YCable on
please!” - We were ready to go. How
and where?

It was mid-October 92, a quiet,
sunny day following heavy rain which
found me on a farm near Bidford-on-
Avon, inspecting a piece of expensive
farm machinery. Unimpressed and
near lunch time, 1 couldn’t resist a
lock at Bideford Gliding Centre
which was just up the road as | had
seen a glider being aerotowed earlier,
50 knew they were active. A friendiy
welcome awaited me from the CFI
together with « ready response to my
request for a flight.

I last flew a glider some wight

vears apo ai Asion Down, ending



Two days later [ boarded the re-
turn fight ai Montreal and stowed
my bags. I then thought I would see if
the captain's offer was really genuine
and thus I approached a stewsard, He
3 TWe've been fold o sxpect vou,
the captain is waiting”. I thus pro-
ceeded to the cockptt where I was
greeted like 2 long lost friend. I was
shown the emergency drills and then
seated in the jump seat immediately
behind the Captain. The other jump
seat was being occupied by a girl
frem Boeing who was studying the
flight management system. Once the
passengers were all in, the preflight
checks were quickly completed and
the start up commenced. This was
surprisingly simple and consisted of
simply pushing a button - the auto-
start did the rest. Engine 3 & 4 were
started virtually simultaneously, fol-
lowed by 2& 1 as the engine lit up
and reached sustaining speed. No
timewasthenlost in leaving the park-
ing slot for the runway. Although
runway 20 was in use that night, the
captain opted for 06 which would
take us straight onto our course and
in addition save 2 long taxi and fuel.
Clearancs for take off was given with-
outa hold thus the aircraff was taxied
straightortothe runway. The captain
zpplied power and the aircraft accal-
erared forward very briskly. Soon the
copilot called "W1" and then almost
immediately “Rotate”. The Captain
pulied back on the control column
and theaircraft quickly leapt into the
air. The gear was pulled up followed
soon after by the faps. In the mean-
time the captain had selected the
flight maragement to take ccatrol
and thus the aireraft was trimmed to
climb at the most economical climb
spead. Thiswas a function of the fuel
cost and the cost of engine overhaul.
The more the cost of fuel the quicker

*  QOzee Suit

Small/medium
Blue, virtually new
£60 T21.0452. 740679
Brian Gillmore

the climb, for jet engines operate
more economicaily at height. This
cost index is entered into the com-
puter for each flight. The night was
excepticnally clear so I could ses
Montreal below usandwell bevond as
we chimbed quickly to 37000 ft cur
cruising altitude, where we found the
tailwind to be 101kts. Interesting we

ould see below other 747s of Virgin
& North West unable to climb to our
beight because of their weight and
engine type. On reaching the top of
climb, the copilot radiced on HF our
ETAtothe BA base at Heathrow and
also reported any faults. There were
no significant faults at all, which I un-
derstand was typical of this aircraft.
Indeed the captain remarked that it
was so reliable it was posing him
problems as a training captain for no
crews had used their emergency
check list until they came up for their
six monthly check.

As dinner was now being served [
took the opportunity of geing back for
something to eat and some sleep for [
didn’twant to miss the exciting part -
the descent into Heathrow which
promised to be interesting as fog had

een forecast.

When [ returned to the flight deck,
wewere approaching Ireland and the
talk was of the weather at Heathrow.
As we crossed the Walsh coast it was
difficult to believe there was a prob-
lem as detail on the ground could be
seen clearly. 1 could aimost see the
cars on the Severn Bridge and couid

ee the outline of the woods near
home. The flight path toock us Just
south of Swindon where I could see
Don Law's sirip and the fact that he
wasn'tupyet! At this point the aircraft
let down for the hold at Ockenham,
The rate of decent was quite rapid,
2500ft/min and we were soon in the
hold pattern at 11000 # still with the

Adveriisements

*  Half share in Mws

G-MTTF Two-seat, thres axis
Readyto fly. Fullylegal.

One year's permit and fuii hull
insurance.

£3750 o.n.o.

Contact:

Ian Evans(home) 0634.293364
or Vie Booth 0242.533338

navigation system flving the aireraft in
perfect race track patterns which
were all preselected by the copilot. As
requested by ATC, reducing levels
were dialled into the svstem and ex-
ecuted thus bringing the aircraft out
at 4000 ft for the final approach to
Heathrow which at this point we
could clearly see to the north of us.
The approach took us imitially te-
wards the centre of London where |
could see the fog had yet io clear for
Centire Point was sticking up like g
sore finger above the low bianket of
fog. Aswe turned back to the airport
to intercept the extended centre line
of the ILS, the last vestiges of the fog
made the runway very difficult to ses
until we were quite close. The final
approach was a flurry of activity on
part of the pilots as the final checks
were made, the flaps lowered, the
undercarriage lowered. The aircraft
seemed to be approaching this very
small target at a fair rate | 140kts in
fact and it was interesting to see how
things happened so much more
quickly than at my more usual ap-
proach speed. The auto land system
flew the aircraft right down to the
deck, just flaring out at the end, or
rather raising the nose to avoid it hit-
ting the deck first for the landing to
say the least was firmy. The interssiing
part now ensusd as the Captain
steered the aireraft off the runsway
ontowhat appeared VEry narrow tax-
itracks. Even more off putting was the
fact that the cockpit is well forward of
the nose-wheel thus on many of the
turns we were actually over the grass
beforethe turn was initiated. Dockin I
was interesting as this was done utilis
ing a sexies of lights on the wall in
Front of thepilet which indicated his
precise position and where to stop.
All too scon it was time to thank
thepilots  thepilots pilots and exit
witha big grin on my face.

*  PegasusXLsSE

G-MTSN

New Permit

Many extras - carb. heat.
Frontwheel brake

Al condition

£3250

Tel Graham Barten
0453.823554
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News Views and Crewroom Gossip

NewYear’s Day Fly-in

While winter is a time to reflect on
the good times in the past, itisalsoa
time to pian for the days ahead and
hope that 1993 will be better than
1992. From a flving point of view
some may think that shouldn’t be too
difficuit! The key to a successful year
is to start early and so to this effect

the firet SVMC fiy- in iz plannsd for
MNew Year'sday. Aswe have done for
the past two years, the plan is to have
a fly in to the Teddington Hands pub.
Arrangements have yet to be fi-
nalised - the field is at present unfor-
tunately water-logged which doesn't
help. Phone John Hamer on MNew
Year's Evef early New Year's Day o
confirm details.

Club AGM

Asisusual, the Club AGM will be
held on Wednesday 20th January at
Hartpury College. On the agenda will
betheelection of the commiites. Sev-
eral members have indicated that
they will not be standing for re-elec-
tion so new blood is urgently re-
quired. In addition you might think
that particular individuals also
should be replaced with other talent.
Itisyour opportunity to have your say
in the affairs of the club and deter-

mine its future - it is your Club after
all. Along these lines membership
subscription, Woolstone, the future
programmie and the future in general
wiil be on the agenda.

that at present very few sails will in
actual fact fail this check, but time
will obvicusly alter this situation. If
you want to know more about what
will be involved, ask your inspector.

BMAA AGM and
Trade Snow

Sunday 22nd November saw a
great exodus from Gicucestershire

™m_iL

up the road to Teiford with nearly

half the club being seen there. For -

those that didn’t go or weren't sure,
they saw everything, the Club Chair-
rman has written an excellent article
elsewhere in this Newsleiter to en-
sure you don’t miss out on one of the
high- lights of the year.

Fabric Testing

With effect from 1st January 1993,
fabric testing will become a manda-
tory part of microlight aircraft annual
inspections for the renewal of the
Permit to Fly. Inspectors will be re-
quired to test the sails in various
places for degradation using a special
dewvice (which they have to buy). Ef-
fectively this will act lke a pofno go
gauge, with the device set to fail a sail
at 20% of the original fabric strength.
Asthisis an objective test, the inspec-
tor will have no choice but to reject
your sail should it fail It is thought

Quality Assurance

Some of you may have read that
Peter Lovegrove is shortly to give up
being Chief Inspector and the
BMAA are to appomt 2 full time re-
placement. Part of the new man's
brief and demanded by the CA4, is
to carry out quality checks on aircraft
inspections. Basically varicus aircraft
will be chosen at random and with no
warning be re-inspected to see if the
inspection was carried out satisfac-
torily. The purpose behind this is to
check and reassure the authority that
inspections are being carried cuttoa
satisfactory level throughout the or-
ganisation. The downside implica-
tion of this being that if the inspector
has passed something that was ob-
viously wrong then he could lose his
ticket. So be patient with your inspec-
tor if he seems even more fussy in
1993 - he is probably trying to ensure
ke is still there to do your 1994 in-
spection!




Allina Hover and a
Bother?

Fresh back from his hovering ex-
periences in the States is Bill Austin.
There he was learning to fly those
rotating, flapping machines and since
he survived the experience, he was
obvicusly successful. Bill has
promised to recount his experiences
in the next issue of Airscrew or when
he has stopped rotating - which ever
is later! In addition we hope that he
might put together a talk of flving in
sunny Florida to give us inspiration
throughout the dark days of winter.

Incidentally remember if you do
go flying in the cold damp days of
winter, carb. icing is a condition that
you may well encounter - so go care-
fully.

Alrserew needs YOU!

There may be a shortage of flying,
but that is no excuse for you not writ-
ing an article for the magazine. In-
deed the excuse during the summer
was - sorry haven't the time, too busy
flying! What's your excuse now?
Come Chaps and Lasses, put pen to
paper or something, help your Editor

- Diease
I

Winter Servicing

You don't need to be reminded
thatwinteris a time of long nightsand
little flying. It is a time for talking
about flyving and thinking of the sum-
mer zhead. Just spare a minute
though and comsider whether you
have done all that you can to your
machine to protect it from the effects
of winter to ensure when the sun
shines high in the skies ahead, your
aircraft wiil be ready to take you aloft
ones mors.

‘While by no means meantto be a
comprehensive list, here are some of
the questions you rmight ask yourself.

Is my machines located in a safe
place if the winds blow or the snow
comes {or the Hoods?) - green fields
can soon turn into boating lakes as
we'veall sesn,

Have I been round it with the
WD 1o prevent the damp winter
conditions eating it away?

Are the electrics well protected?

Is the antifreeze up to strength in
your water cooled mmchine if you
havecne.

When did you last turn the engine
over or run i, indeed when did you
last see your machine? You might
find lodgers have moved in - mice
love wings, particularly if they are in
their bags, thus have you taken any
anti rodent precautions?

Is your fuel tank full to keep the
water oui?

Finally, when you do go flying, ke
sure to give the aircraft a good shake
out, and lock out for the gremlins,
water in the fuel ete. - Remember
there really is no such thing as a truly
serviceable aircraft, only one that
hasn’t been thoroughiy investigated.

Diary of a Home-
builder

* The continuing story of
John Hamer’s Mini Max

Work over the past couple of
months has reduced considerably as
the wife I8 out fwo night's a wesk
lecturingand Laura doesn't see much
fun in constructing micrclights - ob-
viously brainwashed by the wife - cer-
tainly doesn’t get that from mel
Notwithstanding these other de-
mands on my time, positive progress
was made during October with all the
contrel systems and instruments in-
stailed, but the major effort was
devoted to getting the aireraft ready
for display at AGM.

I realised a month or so before
that although it was a lot of hassle to
get ready for such a show and there
was always a risk of damage, I could
actually gain some benefit from being
partof the display. Remembering the
ultimate goal was to get my aircraft
into the air, one problem loomed
large in the back of my mind, how do
I get the aircraft to it flight test site for
its first flight? A trailer I hear you say,
but no cne I know has got one large
encugh - Peter Harvey's went up in
smoke weeks ago. To buiid one spe-
cially for hopefully just a couple of
trips seemed expensive in both terms
of money and manpower.

The plan was simple. First I had to
persuaded Peter Harvey that he
ought to display a Mini-Max to pro-
mote sales - although he was keen to

display an aircraft he was reluc-
tant to pay the cost of a full size stand
- the BMAA don't give away the
space. This little setback was over-
come by recruiting Richard Farrar of
Aerofinish to share the stand and
hence reduce costs. The die was now
cast for if Peter wanted a display air-
craft and there was no doubt he did,
he then had the problem of building
the trailer - called bonus incentive
scheme- greatwhatyou are taught on
management iraining! Peter com-
pleted his task in two weeks with the
aid of his wife and son. It is a huge
affair capable of taking the whole air-
craft with just the wings removed.
Thus that was the transport for the
show but more importantly, trans-
port to the test flight site.

‘Where did Richard fit into things?
The modus operandi was equally
simply, he wanted to launch his new
product Aercfill on the world and 1
offered to provide the vehicle upon
which to demonstrate if - he just had
to provide me with the materials,
seemed equitableenough! I had how-
ever to do some work, for I had to get
some of the aircraft covered sc that
the Aerofill could be displaged in
normal working environment. This
meant [ had to put some overtime in
tocover the tailplane and paint on the
new Aercfill finishing treatment. The
Aerofiil arrived just a week before
the event which was cutting it fine but
as many of you saw, the aireraft got
there complete with light blue tail.
{The planned colour finish is sche-
duled to utilise the other end of the
spectrum ie. red).

From my point of view the show
seemed to go well with a great many
people lockinp.at my aireraft, and to
my surprise in this day and age, some
were even complimentary! The only
thing I found frustrating about the
showwasthat] dida"t have time to get
round all the stands and chat to ail
my friends - still can’t grumble too
much, after all I achieved the main
objective - transport for the test flight
- When | hear you ask again? You'll
hear about that in good time. In the
meantime I've got to get back to
covering the rest of the aircraft. In-
cidentally,if you want o see how it's
done, why not come round and see
foryourself. I hope to have that stage
completed by the end of the Christ-
mas holidays.



Long Marston

raunilei]

Once again the Long Marston
leadbellies have challenged us to a
skittles match in the New Year.
What! | hear you exclaim, don’t they
knowwhen they're beaten..... Well, if
they will insist on being such gluttons
for punishment we will just have to
show them once and for all. Further
detailswill appear in the next issue of
Airserew so be patient and cosset
your skittle arm over the festive sea-
son, we're going 1o need it if you
aren’t.

Incidentally, they have very cord-
tally extended an invitation tousall to
join them on New Year's Eve at therr
rave, however | have a feeling many
may think this pushing their luck in
view of the {ly-in come pub tunch on
New Year'sDay....... andthen, there’s
alwaysthe thought that they might be
trying to scupper the opposition for
later on..... (shades of Geeks bearing
gifts?)

But thank you all the same Barry.
Ifwe don't seeyouall on New Year's
Ewve, we'll thrash you all later instead!

BMAA TRADE EX-
HIBITION AND AGM
TELFORD

* zZz2nd November 1882

By Andrew John

There was certainly no conflict of
interest as Graham Stallard and I
traveiled north under grey drizzly
skies to the BMAA's annual gather-
ing held this year at the Telford Ex-
hibition Cenire. Once inside the cav-
ernous, warm and well-lit building we
joined a swelling throng of SVMC
members, amongst others, searching
for bargains from the trade stands
and inspecting the many aircraft that
were on display. There was certainly
a lot to see amid an unexpectedly
bucyant atmosphere on the various
stands. Again, like last year, 1 was
much impressed by Mainair's Twin-
starand eventually had to drag myself
away from their stand but not befors
purchasing @ fow ewsentiel spares.

Not a dogen yards away 1 found
Don Law demonsirating his new self-
starter for Rotax enpines to an inter-
has a winner there I'm sure - very
simple and reasonably priced.

Further on I found John Hamer
exhibiting his virtually complete but
still naked Minimax and he was
anxiously trying to control the many
hands stroking her luscious lines so
painstakingly constructed at Cats-
bury Cottage.

Elsewhere I discovered the Rus-
stans had arrived and were advertis-
ing their ULM aircraft together with
accesscries which included genuine
fur-lined Russian Airforce flying
suits, said to be very warm! (Justwhat
you need Barbaral) Also on display
were examples of their made-to-
order propellerswhich deserve a sec-
ond lock only because of the conlrast
with Adrian’s loving craftsmanship.
One in particular was made from a
crude laminate of three timbers, the
outer surface resembling roughly
hewn knotty cak with two button-
sized lumps of lead let into the blade
surfaces to balance it - amazing!

Round the corner | found some
enterprising person had spent a "for-
tune’ developing the first real scale
model fescving microlight that Ive
ever seen with a six inch wingspan
together with simple instructions in-
cluding how to make your very own
engine noises! )

The French were there too with
Adir Creation aircraft either podded
or non-podded at very reasonable
prices but'somehow I prefer our UK
machines- perhaps I'm biased - CAP,
GATT and all! Like many others, I
purchased my initial volume of Land-
ing Area mapsfrom the BMAA stand
for £5. An excellent production with
many more maps to come we are
promised. '

Following a snack lunch, Graham
and I staked an early seat in the audi-
torium upstairs for the AGM as we
felt that the controversial subject cf
possible merger with the PFA would
soon fill the hall - and it did! How
ever, for those who have not attended
these AGM’s before, many people

" speaking many words have to pass

bhafore such asubject can be aired! In
the meantime, the BMAA President,
Anps Weich, began the proceedings
: r direst and positve

marner, emphasising that so far in
Council nothing had been decided
concerning a merger and that before
any finsl deghion sould be reached,
all BMAA members would be asked
to vote on the issue, any change re-
quiringa 75% majority from the mem-
bership.

T

On matters of safety we were re-
lieved to hear form the CAA that in-
cidents and accidents involving
microlights were significantly down
on previous years despite two now
well publicised fatal accidents. Of
particular note and congratulation
was the almost compiete absence of
‘unsuitable strip’ related accidents, a
subject much criticised by the CAA
recenily. Also mentioned was the
high technical and reliability stand-
ards now achieved by our aircraft and
component manufacturers.

The Chairman's report included
reference to the BMAA/PFA discus-
sion and again emphasised that des-
pite the inevitable hackle rising, dis-
cussions at this stage would help to
gauge members’ views. The Treas-
urer reported a positive bank balance
and annual surplus but got tangled up
trying to knock 5p. off Council mem-
bers' mileage allowance! - Still, his
heart was in the right place. Like our
Dennis (and all good Treasurers) he
doesn't like spending money un-
necessarily!

Brian Cosgrove delivered his last
report as Chief Executive, though he
will be retained on Council as a cos-
sultant in the future. Tolisten to his
quiet yet totally confident description
of his efforts to deal with the complete
apathy within both Whitehall and
Brussels over the guestion of recre-
ational flying regulations, both now
and in the future, was an experience.
Without Brian’s determination and
dogged persuasiveness, few of the
countless achievemnents made in the
field of UK microlighting over the last
ten years would have cccurred. We
all have a great deal to be grateful to
kim for and no finer tribute could have
been given than the standing ovation
he received at the end of his report.

Further reports were submitted
and trophies were presented to win-
ners of the various classes in the
BMAA's annual compstitions. One
popularaward wont to Migsl Boals For
his support of microlighting in general
through his Ratal agency and his an-



gineering support and backup dur-
ingna t1onal and international events.

Time was getting on by now and
folk were beemmng to drift away
home before the 'big subject’ had
had a chance to be chewed over.
Hoswvever the whistle blew and we
were off with the Chairman leading
discussion The following is a brief
resume of some of the points raised:-

Who needs a merger most -
BMAA or PFA?

WHY? - Finance? Politics?
Would the BMAA lose iis
ident-ity?

What would happen to trikes?
~only the BMAA loves us!
PFA has less aircraft and more
members.

BMAA has less membersand
more aircraft.

PFA doesn't have a regular
publication - we do.

BMAA has better administration
and structure for trammg, ete.
Eit planes - the jewel in the crown
for the PFA L.,ernaps'?
Membership fees compared
Value for money?
BMAA staff do a fantastic job -
keep going!
They apparently don’t want to
move from Deddington.
The CAA requires a single organi
-sation to deal with in the future -
which isit to be?

Alzo "BEurope’ requires a single
orgamaatxon to represent recre-
ational flying in the future.

Brian Cosgraove, under pressure,
revealed that relations with the PFA
in dealing with common problems
was excellent.

Maybe the final answer will be a
truly British compromise in the cre-

Alrscrew

and the

Commyittes

wish all
SVYMC

members

ation of a new organisation repre-
senting both the BMAA and PFA in
tl"\.u. bva.lmgs 'w ith Lh“ (..f:u'l aﬂd Eu—
rope’ but leaving both groups autcen-
omous. Such a solution was sug-
gested - to be known perhaps as the
Association for Recreational Awvia-
tion. the ARA -sounds good! Sathe
whole discussion is now out in the
open and will;; continue no doubt.
As members, we shall be kept fully
informed and in due course will be
asked to vote.

Later, itravelling south down the
MS. it was good to hear Graham
saying he had been revitalised by the
tripandwould be back in the air more
frequently in the future - maybe to
partly justify the purchase of one of
Don Law's starter motor kits! 1 too
enjoyed theday and itwas good to see
30 many members there.

a very merry
Ghristmas
and a
Happy New Year




