Jan. Issue 1991

News, Views
and Crewroom

‘é T4 b
% B ¥

G Flight’s First Licence

Congratulations go to John Brewer
for gaining his licence just before
Christmas. John is the first G’ Flight
member to gain his licence. G’
Flight’s training has been frustrated
this year by poor weather and thus
John’s progress was greatly enhanced
bya trip to Portugal to take advantage
of the better weather.

Corsend - Hartpury

Corsend Farmis currently up for sale
and thus the future of the strip there
must be in some doubt. At the mo-
ment the field in which the strip is
located is being grazed by sheep and
there is an electric fence right across
the runway, so please check before
visiting Corsend.

Keene as Mustard!

Doubtless most of you have followed
in Flightline Robbie Keene’s progress
in the National Championships. We
are delighted to record that Robbie,

with his young son Rees, was event-
ually placed third overall after the
mathematics were sorted out. His
performance is even more creditable
since he won one round outright
against the *professionals’.

Tony has his Wings
Clipped

The recent stormy weather has cer-
tainly kept us all on the ground, but
unfortunately for Tony Penny, this
grounding will last a bit longer as part
of his hangar fell in damaging his wing
and necessitating a visit to Mainair.
Tough luck Tony.

Poser of the Year Award

In recoguition of his outstanding
achievement of constructing his own
aircraft and flying it to distant parts,
including the PFA rally - where he was
the only SVMC member to fly in - Vic
Booth was awarded the Poser of the
Year trophy at the annual Dinner
Dance.

Redlands Centimeters to
Expand

Redlands, the base of the M4 Micro-
light Club at Swindon, is to expand yet
again with the beginning of construc-
tion of a control tower and a second
hangar scheduled to be completed
next month. This new hangar will in-
clude a showroom stocked with Mai-
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nair ’Alphas’. In addition a satellite
base is also planned at a location just -
north of Blunden.

Finmere Fly-in 1991

Get your wings out in *91, join the
Frostbite Fingers Club. SVMC is fly-
ing again - another attempt to get to
Finmere for the Vintage Aircraft Club
Snowball Rally! '

Date: January 26th. Saturday.

10.00 Meet at Woolstone

10.15 Best turned out microlight
competition

1030 Depart for Finmere

11.30 Arrive Finmere (radio is
taboo). Eat your picnic, look at the
oldies (and their aircraft).

13.00 Depart for Hinton-in-the-
Hedges

13.15 Arrive Hinton and look
around the works, club facilities and
maybe a hot canteen.

14.15 Depart for homes.

Enquiries Hugh and Liz Bethune
0905.820398

Make this a big event - everybody fly.
Non-flyers can book seats if they sup-
ply the thermos and turkey sand-
wiches.

If weather fails us, there is a Valen-
tine’s fly-in later on in the year.



Annual Dinner Dance

This took place at the Hayden Court
Hotel, now called the White House, at
Staverton on Thursday 6th December
and was well attended by Club mem-
bers. The evening’s entertainment
was shared with a perfumery company
who were certainly out to enjoy them-
selves and thereby provided extra en-
tertainment for certain SVMC mem-
bers. Everyone present agreed that
both dinner and entertainment were
excellent and thoroughly enjoyed the
event. Qur grateful thanks go once
more to our Social Officer, Dave
Read. What will he dream up for us
next? See the proposed social canen-
dar for 1991 later in this edition.

Open Evening

The Club will again be holding an
Open Evening at the Airport Inn on
‘Wednesday 20th February. The eve-
ning will consist of a slide accompa-
nied talk and a superb piece of filming,
guaranteed to make anyone longto get
airborne.

The intention is, of course, to intro-
duce microlighting to the public and
encourage them to take up the sport.
All members are naturally invited and
are requested to please encourage
anyone they know who might be inter-
ested to come along too. We will of
course advertise as usual, but there’s
no recommendation like a personal

one from an existing SVMC mem-
ber, so please do your best for this
once yearly occassion.

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

The Club’s Annual General Meeting
wilbe held at Staverton on Wednesday
16th January. The Agenda is as fol-
lows:-

e Chairman’s Report.
@ Treasurer’s Report
e Election of Officers for 1991

o Setting of Membership fee
(proposed at £30)

@ Outlook for the Future

All members are urged to attend as
it is up to the membership to decide
the outcome af all the. above issues.
We look forward to meeting together
then.

Proposed Social
Calendar for 1991

JAN/early FEB.
Stand by for Woolstone Open Day.
FEB 16th SAT

Valentine’s disco. Airport Inn,
Staverton.

MARCH 29th FRI

Swimming Party Splash at Malvern
(with meal).

APRIL 20th SAT

Skattles {(venue to be arranged)
MAY 6th SAT

Barn Dance, Over Farm.
MAY 24th -

27th Whitsun - Isle of Wight Camp
JUNE 16th SUN

Severn Valley Railway to
Kidderminster {with lunch)

JULY 13th SAT
Airfield Party, Woolstone.
OCT 26th SAT

Passing Out Parade and Halloween
Party, Airport Inn.

NQOV sgth FRI
Firework Party, Woolstone

DEC 20th FRI

Christmas Dinner and Dance.



ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FOR THE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

OILS

Two stroke straight mineral oil
(Silkolene super two) 1.60/litre
Two stroke semi-synthetic mineral
oil (Silkolene comp-2) 2.66/litre
Four stroke oils (Silkolene super
four) 1.50/litre

Castor oil (Castorene R40) 3.00/litre

GEAR BOX OIL

Straight mineral 2.25litre

Synthetic 4.20/litre

Chain lube (600ml spray on camn)
2.85/can

Foam filter oil 1.45/bottle

Pro prep 3.05/can

(Silicon surface conditioner) Spray
it on to clean surfaces. Forms a low
adhesion transparent coating. Mud,
grease and dirt won’t stick

to it.

SPARK PLUGS

NGK

NBRSES copper cored 1.110 each
BROES

BSEV platinum tipped 3.25 each
BI9EV

AIRCRAFT QUALITY BOLTS
Various nuts, bolts, washers and
other fasteners available.

OTHER ITEMS

Stainless steel locking wire
Mineral insulating sleeving
Springs

Tape

Ties

Bungees Etc.

Dave Read Tel:0531.650245

Work: 0242.673361

FOR SALE

New and used aircraft
from one thousand pounds

AEROLITE TEL 0789 299229

MICROLIGHT TRAILORS

Made to your requirements - highest
quality materials used.

Sensible prices

Prop. tape 86p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing.

Contact Adrian Lloyd

for a chat and a quote
Tel . 0885.482504

HANGARAGE

Available at Corsend, near
Gloucester, hangarage for one
aircraft - fully rigged.

Excellent grass strip.

Tel Robbie Keene. 0452.414975

Hangarage

Available; semi-rigged- for older
machine/experienced pilot. 2mls
north Staverton.

Tel. Dave Lewis 0242.680202.

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING

For instruction and aircraft sales
Contact your nearest P.F.T. School:
Geoff Weighell at Enstone

Tel. 0608 678741

or David Young at Long Newnton
Tel. 0666 504032

LIGHTNING/SKY-TRIKE

Uprated at Hiways.

Test flown by Aerolite

Low hours - with all paperwork.
Tel. Colin Greasley 0600.830585

GEMINI FLASH 1i - 503

Too many aircraft to fly - bargain
summer sale - £500 off - ™,

Fully instrumented. Yellow
pods/spats. Yellow/black wing.
Kept permanently rigged.

Helmets with intercom. Long range
fuel tank. Immaculate - £3300
NOW £3300 - for immediate sale.
Tel. 0905.821015

PEGASUS XL-R. - G-MNHL
Yellow/red. 70 hrs. only.
CHT/RPM

Clock, etc. Carb. heat. Latest
factory mods. Trike cover.
Always hangared rigged at Har
tpury

Immaculate, as new aircraft!
Why take my word for it? Come and
take a look.

£4100 o.n.o.

Contact Ian Evans. Tel. (work)
Tewkesbury 298600 Ext. 464

or (home) Tewkesbury 298364

CONTEST INTERCOMS

Two secondhand sets with helmets
FLASH IIA - Two - secondhand
Lighthouse Strobes

Flight Training and Club Facilities
Hangarage

Contact : Don Law {(home)
0793.740854 or

airfield - 0793.790052

STEEL LOCKERS

Approx. 5’ x 14" x 14" - paired

Can be padlocked. Ideal storage
for Ozees, oddments etc. in hangar
or garage.

£6 pair.

Contact: Adrian Lloyd 0885.482504







i amicrolighting; thismaturallyhad an.ef-..

--of lastyear’s-events:-——=— - - :
1990 was overall a poor year for

Chairman’s Report 1990 "

At the recent AGM, Tony Penny,
Chairman, gave the folowmg account

microlight flying although there were
some good patches. The first quarter
was dominated by the January gales,
with the indifferent weather conti-
nuing until March. There was how-
ever a good patch during the summer
before the inhospitable weather set in
again in October. As the weather is
one of the most important elements in

fect on all the flying activities of the
Club.

G. Flight

The ’new intake’ of recruits to micro-
lighting began their Ground School
training at the end of February, follow-
ing the Open Night. Fourteen mem-
bers attended the Ground School and
a 75% pass rate was achieved. A spe-
cial thanks must gé to Andrew John
for organising Ground School and to
the instructors who helped with him.
The weather however greatly in-
hibited flying training and as a result
onlyJohn Brewer obtained hislicence
during the year, although another
couple of people did achieve solo
standard. In additiosn, six other
people gained their licences from the
previous year’s intake.

Membership 1990

Flying Competitions

" _The membership appears fo have ~

stabilised at about 70+ . At the end of
the year, the membership had reached
76 while in 1989 there were 79 mem-
bers and 77 the previous year. Air-
craft ownership among members re-
mains high with 60% either owning or
having a share in an aircraft. Surpris-
ingly, this is slightly down on the pre-
vious year but 1s accounted for by sev-

eral previous owners havmg given up

““Robbic Keene .competed -in - four

rounds of the National Championship,
Wmmng one event and coming third
overall in the two-seat class. In addi-
tion, he was second in the M25 Rally -
well done Robbie. This is the highest
achievement of any Club member to
date in these competitions.

For the first time, the Club entered
four crews in the Round Britain Rally
- Robbie Keene/Rhys Keene, Chris

—flyiig and Teft the Club. In general it

has been found that once a member
has purchased an aircraft, then he
tends to remain in the Club.

Fly-Ins/Outs 1990

A number of events were planned
but as previously indicated, the
weather was a major disrupting factor
this year. Notwithstanding this, three
particularly successful fly-in events
were held at Woolstone, Yorkley and
Over.

Although some organised events
were palnned, these were poorly sup-
ported and the main activity in this
area consisted of impromptu and in-
formal fly-outs by groups of members
to varuious locations around the
country. In addition, members at-
tended various fly-ins organised by
both the West Midland, Midlands and
West Yorkshire Microlight Clubs.

~Wales/Paul —Gapper,
Hamer/Don Law and Tony
Penny?Val Ruck. We are pleased to
report that they all finished despite the
weather, with Chris and Paul coming
a very creditable sixth.

Club Safety

Once again, thankfully, there were
no major or serious accidents to re-
port.

A new Safety Officer is to be ap-
pointed for 1991 as Stephen Watkins
has decided not to continue. Our
thanks to Stephen for his support.

Social Events

Three major events were held during
the year. In July the Club organised a
boat trip up the River Severn from
Tewkesbury and this was fully sub-
scribed with 45 people attending.

Joha -



To celebrate Guy Fawkes Night, a
firework and bonfire party was or-
ganised at Woolstone to which the
local people were invited and quite a
few attended.

Finally as Christmas approached, a
very successful dinner and dance was
held at the White Hart at Staverton.

you read! - (well, not all of them any-
way).

Our thanks to Annie for all her ef-
forts, and to John Hamer who, in spite
of everything, has seldon failed to sup-
ply the bulk of the copy. Supplies of
midnight oil are to be delivered next
week!

1990 Club Meetings

Club Services

As usual a full programme of events
was organised with a monthly speaker
being provided every month (except
December). Our grateful thanks to
John Hamer for this. '

The year began with the AGM and a
slide show on the huighlights of the
previous year. This was followed by
the Open Night in February. Derek
Pigott came in March to talk to us
about his exploits in stunt flying for
various films. This was followed by
Dave Morten who informed us how he

built his "Whing Ding’ Microlight. In _

For aircraft owners, the Club is for-
tunate to have the services of two in-
spectors, Dave Read and John
Hamer, and three check pilots, James
Cairns-Terry, Adrian Lloyd and John
Hamer. John is also BMAA Chief
Pilot as well as a Mainair Team Pilot.

Woolstone - The Club
Field

Although this was our third year of
occupation of the field at Woolstone,

" May Don Cameron came and gave a- formal planning permission was only

fascinating lecture on his hot air bal-
loons and the following month Brian
Cosgrove gave a talk on the develop-
ment of microlight flying.

Our members who took part in the
Round Britain Rally then proceeded
to illustrate their adventures. This was
followed by Peter Harvey from Mini-
max who tried to persuade us all to
construct this little single seat micro-

gained in May 1990.

From the records kept at Woolstone,
utilisation appeared to be verylow and
thus the Committee questioned the
disproportionately large amount of
the budget being spent on this facility.
The membership however gave over-
whelming support for retention of the
facility. .

Many thanks must go to Graham

light."Robbie Keene then exlightened
us on his exploits in the M25 Rally and
in October Eddie Clapham and Steve

Slade told us about their fascinating -

trip to the Soviet Union - Kiev to
Odessa by microlight. Finally Nigel
Beale gave an illustrated talk on his
latest product range of Rotax engines.

Airscrew Magazine

Again the monthly magazine Air-
screw continued to be available each
month (except December) to all mem-
bers and various local flying schools.

The newsletter is constantly being
reviewed with further computerisa-
tion being employed to streamline and
facilitate its production and distribu-
tion. All the editorial team now re-
quires is for members to submit their
articles as, contrary to popular belief,
the editor doesn’t make up the stories

Aithus-who-has-done so muchwork———

not only with the planning authorities
but also for negotiating with the
farmer for the continuing use of the
field.

Club Finances

The Club’s financial position re-
mains sound, despite a small loss en-
countered during the year. All expen-
diture and income has been reviewed
and if the same services and facilities
are to be maintained for the coming
year, then a slight increase in the mem-
bership fee will be needed.

1991 Recruitment

The campaign for new members will
commence with an Open Evening on
20th February and all members are
encouraged to bring friends and other
interested parties along. John Hamer

will be giving a slide presentation on
microlighting and complimenting this
with his brilliant film - guaranteed to
make everyone eat their hearts out to
get airborne! This is to be followed up
with a Fly-in at Woolstone on Sunday
24th February, weather permitting,

Membership Fees -Due
NOW

At the AGM, the membership|[ fee
for 1991 was agreed at £30. This fee is
due now, so please complete the form
and return it to Robbie. Remember if
you don’t pay you can’t expect to con-
tinue receiving Airscrew and in addi-
tion we can’t gaurantee you won’t be
heckled at our events until you do, so
don’t delay, please pay!

For anyone who wishes to take the
ten Ground School sessions, there will
be an additional charge of £25.
Ground School commences on Mon-
day 23rd. Fibruary;=7:39: pm. at-the
Airport Inn; Staverton.

Those who just want to take their
exams again this year should contact
Bill Austin about the time-table.

News, Views

Gossip

Corsend - Hartpury

Further to our note in last month’s
Alrscrew, warning about sheep on the
strip at Hartpury, a certain Dave Wat-
son was seen to have difficulty getting
onto the strip to take off, as the sheep
insisted that this was the only place to
beina thirty-five acre field (well, that’s
sheep for you!). So great was the
problem that his passenger, Colin
Davis, had to be dispatched to herd
the sheep off the runway as the sound
of the Rotax engine only seemed to
encourage them to flock closer on the
runway.



INFORMATION SHEET

The ©Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote

responsible microlight flying. Currently the membership is
nearly 80 strong with the majority living and working in and
around the Cheltenham and Gloucester area. Over half the

membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the various
training schools in the area, their own fields, or from the <Club
field, Woolstone, which is located Just North of Bishops Cleeve
off the Evesham road. . )
The Club offers the following facilities and provileges:—
A monthly neswletter - the Airscrew, published on the third
Wednesday in every month.

A monthly meeting at the Airport Inn at Staverton on the third
Wednesday in the month with a speaker on a microlight or other
aviation related topic.

~Many organised Fly—-ins and expeditions. A
Various social events, including barbecues, dances etc.

Aircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft
permit renewals.

Free use of Club alrfield at Woolstone. )

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical
knowledge for the PPL(A) Group D exams.

R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T lice3nces.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Association (BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

LY
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‘Ebﬁmitfee Members: ‘Othef‘Useful People:

Chairman — Andrew John Inspectors

Home 038683G.229 Dave Read (033181.245/0242.673361
Work (038689.217 John Hamer 045270.314/0247.533628
Secretary — John Hamer Check Pilots

Home 045270.314 John Hamer 045270.314

Work 0242.533628 Adrian Lloyd 0885.82504

Treasurer — Robbie Keene

Home /Work 0452.414975 Club members use the following
Flvying Schools:—

Safety QOfficer - Vic Booth

Home /Work 0242.583338

Aerclite, Long Marston,

Training Officer Stratford on Avon (§789.299229
Bill Austin
Home/Work (242 .515064 Aerotech, Hinton—in—-the-Hedges

Brackley 0295.811939



~ Annie Wales

Woolstone Airfield
Controller

Graham Arthur

Home 0242.522754

Airscrew & Publicity

Home 045276.341

Social Organiser
Dave Read

Home 053181.245
Work 242.673361

Fly—in Organiser
Keith Lindley

— Group D Aviation, Enstone

Air Play, Madley Airfield,
Hereford 0981.251242

Avon Microlight, Long Marston,
Stratford-on-Avon 0789.204010

Chipping Norton 0608.678741

M4 Microlights, South Wanborough
Swindon. 0793.790052

Sabre Airsports, Shobdon.
Leominster 056881.8768

 Pegasus Flight Training,

Home—0242.232464—
Work 0242.583100

Tong-Newrtom;—Te tbury =666 7504032
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Regretably we have to report that the
problem no longer exists for the ficld
plus strip has now been ploughed up.

The strip was put in some five years
ago by Robbie Keene and was the first
’purpose built’ microlight strip in
Gloucestershire. This means that
there is now only one strip at Hart-
pury. John Hamer advises that now
he has a monopoly in the area, he will
be increasing his landing fees - pilots
will no longer be paid to risk their lives
bylanding there - they will be required
to do so for free now! (if you know the
site, you’ll know exactly what he
means!). '

Fuel Warning

A certain well known member with a
white Alpha was taking advantage of
the nice weather during January to
cruise high above the river Wye with a
passenger aboard when his faithful
Rotax coughed and stopped. This

~ member then16oked at his fuel tank to
find that he had forgotten to switch
over fuel tanks and despite repeated
aftempts to air re-start, he was forced
to test the gliding properties of the
aircraft and successfully put downin a
suitable field. The passenger is re-
puted to have merely commented that
hewas glad to be down because he was
getting so cold - steely stuff!

This aside, another well known

-~~~ member whohad a similar experience —
in the Air Race, resulting in a landing
in a corn field (oh - you mean JH!)
comments "Rotax will not start even
with the slightest amount of throttle
set." It is easy to forget this when the
engine stops in flight. If attempting
an air re- start, go through the usual
start checks and ensure the throttle is
closed. However, only attempt an air
re-start is you have sufficient height
and a suitable field in sight.

Microflight no more

Despite the rumours that have been
around for months, it is official;
Microflight is no longer in business.
The microlight flying school at Shob-
don is now being run by Sabre Air-
sports. This outfit originated from
Goring and is run by Peter Truscott.
He specialises in three axis flying and
in particular utilises the Spectrum
which is built at Shobdon. The flex-

wing side of the school is being run by
Sean Hayes, who was previously em-

ployed by Microflight. Please note

that although they occupy the old
Microflight portacabin, they have a
different phone number - 056881-
8768, and we are advised that visitors
both by air and by car are still wel-
come.

Fly-ins

One highlight of the year is the PFA
Rally. In the past this has beer held at
Cranfield, but for various reasons has
been forced to find another site. It has
now been agreed that the Rally this
year - usually in July - will be held at
Wroughton. From this Club’s point of
view this is good news as this is only an
hour’s flying time away. In addition, it
has also been agreed that Don Law’s
facilities at Redlands, near Swindon,
will be utilised as the holding point for
microlights.

Don't forget the Popham Trade Fair

.on Sat. 16/Sun 17th March. NB. This

is NOT a fly-in.

Pride of the Fleet

You will all have noticed at the
BMAA AGM that Mainair were dis-
playing their Alphas with new power
units. We are delighted to report that
one of the first Alphas powered by the

_new 503 Rotax with dual ignition has

been purchased by Bill and Barbara
Aastin. Obviously they intend enjo-
ying Bill’s retirement in style with their
new black Alpha - delivery due end of
February.

New Faces on the
Comimittee.

The AGM saw some shuffling of
posts with Andrew John taking on the
mantle of Chairman. Three other new
faces were also elected: Bill Austin is
tobecome Training Officer and will be
responsible for organising "H’ Flight.
Vic Booth takes on the role of Safety
Officer and Keith Lindley has agreed,
somewhat reluctantly, to organise the
flying events. Full details of the Com-
mittee can be found in the Information
Sheet.

By AVR to the Loire
Valley

By Roger Lloyd

I have been trying for some time to
fly to France. The reason, a business
associate of mine is building a holiday
home in Brittany single handed. This
I wanted to see but alas, although he
was over there for most of the summer,
I just couldn’t get everything to coin-
cide - ie. weather and work. Atthe last
SVMC meeting I mentioned this to
Chris Wales.

"Ha!" he said, "T'm going to France
next week to work on my cottage....”

(Where am I going wrong?) I ex-
pressed an interest and he said, "Well,
if you come, you can contact me here."
and he handed me the telephone num-
ber of his French speaking neighbour.

Like one of those lightly given. out_
holiday addresses, I dare say he never
expected to see me there. Well, a bit
of stress and bother at work prompted
a change of air - and magic, the
weather was OK. Having worked out
my course sometime before, (docu-
ments had been ready for months) all
that was needed was windspeed, di-
rection and fuel.
| — Atmidday on Friday 30th November
Theaded for my plane based at Milson.
Shobdon where I fuelled up and man-
aged toborrowalifejacket from HAC.
This is not usually allowed as they are
for club aircraft only. 1 collected all
the frequencies needed and the
weather for Bournemouth (forgetting
to warn them of my impending arri-
val).

The flight down to the coast went
without hitch. Flying at 3000 ft., all
had to do was contact Filton to cross
their MATZ. I made sure I was out-
side the danger area on Salisbury plain
by keeping the railway between West-
bury and Warminster to my left, also
by talking to Boscombe Down. To fly
into Bournemouth you first have to
contact Southampton - Boscombe
gave me the frequency. I was cleared
to enter their airspace and handed
over to Bournemouth approach who
promptlyrapped me over the knuckles
for having no PPR. They handed me
to the tower and I made an uneventful

[TAquick check around and I feft for



landing. My plane is an ARV which is
over the weight for a microlight but not
much over. I felt like a very small fish
on the runway. I had to fly part way
down it to make sure of clearing for the
guy behind in a faster and bigger ma-
chine.

The time was now critical. I had to
refuel, log a flightplan for Cherbourg
(this for the first time), clear customs
and immigration, and then wait for a
slot to take off. There just wasn’t time.
I could have made Cherbourg just
after dusk but I didn’t think it worth
the risk, so it was B & B in Christ-
church.

I had a lot of help from Interair at
Bournemouth. They very kindly let
me park up on their patch, saving me
a hefty fee for parking on the main
airfield. At Interair I met the person
responsible for writing the navigation
software for the Psion computer mar-
keted by them. He gave me a demon-
stration. I was impressed but the price

- was 2 bit too high - no salethere. - —

The following morning, my little
plane washidden under a coat of hoar
frost. This removed, I headed for:
Cherbourg, got the weather and fre-
quencies, then on to immigration, cus-
toms (duty free unfortunately closed)
and the plane - which refused to start!
After losing precious time, I got help
from Interair again (thanks Interair)
and got her going. Then the tower said

ing about with the engine burning fuel.
WhenT finally got to line up I couldn’t

et full power, the engine coughed and
spluttered the first few feet of runway-
but T had so much room I decided to
keep going. I felt it must be a bit of oil
on the plugs which would clear itself -
it was and it did.

Iwas airborne at last and heading for
the Needles and the Isle of Wight
where I could turn onto 180 for Cher-
bourg. Talking to Southampton again,
I was informed that the relevant
danger areas were inactive and I could
keep below cloud at 3000ft. I have to
point out that I had not flown over
water before. I was nervous, very
nervous! Every hittle change of sound
from the engine focussed my full at-
tention. I flew not from field to field
but fromboat to boat but it was a lovely
day and nothing went wrong.

At Cherbourg there was nobody in
the control tower so I just did an over-
head, found one more plane in the

circuit and followed him in. He
turned out to be English and very help-
fully reminded me that I had to contact
Brest Information and close my flight
plan. He also said if there was nobody
in Customs, all I had to do was write
my details down with Passport no. and
push it under the Customs Office
door! (As it turned out, there was
someone there).

I fuelled up again - some time spent
here, trying to stop them charging for
3litres more than my max. tank capac-
ity, when it was half-full on arival. I
was assured the machine was new and
Italian and infallible! On inspection,
my ticket was jammed in the machine
and I had the wrong one! The one
thing which did impress me was the
weather information facilities - no-
body in the tower (if you wished to log
a flightplan, you had to use an un-
manned computer connected to Paris
Information) but three people in the
Met. Station and enough glzmos to

~ please-anybody. - - -

Way behind schedule I set of for
Blois with a possible refuelling at
Alencon (my tank only holds 49 litres).
The visibility was good to start but as I
progressed cloud base came down and
vis. came close to IMC. This induced
no little panic attack when ground fea-
tures dido’t seem to agree with my
map. Out of the gloom a large mast
appeared and I had a fix - I was on

_._itwasn’t VER -more delaysandhang- _covrse. After that features came up

on time. Luckily the wind was only
about 10 Knts. Alencon came up on
time and on the nose - very satisfying.
I had enough fuel to continue but as
Blois has some restricted areas
around it I decided to land and get
some information. Alencon was not
on radio and there is no signal square
so I joined overhead and joined the
circuit as I saw fit. The airfield is right
on the edge of the town so it is a very
tight circuit.

On landing there was quite a crowd
of mterested locals on the field. This
meant a lot of handshaking and off
came the engine cowling as they all
wanted to see what was making that
infernal noise (the ARV has a three
cylinder 750cc. high revving two-
stroke and idles at over 3000 revs.). By
the time everybody had had a look and
I had taken on fuel and coffee, the
weather was very IMC and as it was
late, Jocal advice was don’t go on. An-
other night of B.& B. That was the

night they broke through the chanel
tunnel and I watched it in French not
understanding a word. Next morning
I discovered Alencon, with one small
strip, two hangars and no obvious
tower, had a weather station with
telex, computers, two staff and a large
colour screen showing a setelite pic-
ture of Europe. This they could loop
over the last few hours so that you
could see the weather potential. Iwas
very impressed.

The vis. was just VMC so I left. I
knew enough recognisable features
around sothat if the worse came to the
worst I could follow road or rail or
river. Just before Blois there is a won-
derful feature; a rail/river combina-
tion that-crosses right on my track: so
if you have rail/river combination you
are to the left; if you have river/rail you
are to the right, and where they cross
is a town. This feature was very help-
ful because the vis. was pretty poor. I
have to add that at Alencon I had used

the number Chris had given me~to -

warn him of my impending arrival.
This was as well because when I tried
tospeak to Blois, the voice that replied
sounded very familiar.

"Chris here. Yes, you can land."

On landing I gave Chris a short flight

- short because again somebody
wanted to see where the rubber band
was fixed which resulted in some en-

gine cowling fixings not being re-
placed securely._The_ensning vibra-. .. . -

tion meant a quick return to the field!

The following two days I enjoyed
Chris’s hospitality and his neighbour’s
vast stock of 1989 wines. I had a most
enjoyable time. On leaving I gave
Andre, his neighbour, a quick flight
which he seemed to enjoy dispite the
delay in starting due to oiled plugs.
Fairwells said I headed home as the
weather was forcast to get very windy
- otherwise I would have stayed longer.

About 10 miles out from Blois I hit
cloud base about 500 ft. and very poor
vis. I decided to believe my instru-
ments and continue for 10 mins. If it
got worse I would turn back. T'm glad
to say it improved and with the help of
a railway line, I found Alencon again.
From there on it gradually improved
until by the time I reached Cherbourg
I'was flying at 3000 ft. again. A refuell-
ing and visit to customs and I was over

‘the Chanel again, this time flying at

5000 ft. loosing sight of land very
quickly and not seeing it again until



AT TR W

almost overhead the Isle of Wight.
The Needles and the Solent were a
beautiful site! Apart from not being
able to see the runway at Bourne-
mouth and getting my knuckles
rapped again for not being in the right
place at the right time, everything went
smoothly.

The trip back to Shobdon was one of
those flights that make it worth all the
expense and hassle. The light was fan-
tastic. There was mist following water
courses and a lot of hazey cloud about,
but enough sunlight coming through
to make it very beautiful. Words can-
not describe adequately - you just have
to experience it to appreciate it fully.

Luckily Shobdon wasn’t in mist. 1
feel bound to add that on contacting
Shobdon abeam Hereford, 1 was
asked why I hadn’t got PPR! The
whole thing had been most enjoyable
with some firsts experienced. I hope
to be going again at Easter, and I

would like to thank Chns once agam
- for his hospiiality. - -~ -

Finmere Fly-out -
Frostbite Free of Charge

By Hugh Bethune

_After weather rules out a trip to Fin- _|
mere in December, the planned
January jaunt was at risk just because
of the time of year. However, Lady

Luck was mildly kind in that the morn-
ing of 26th was vis. and cloudbase just
about on the limit if you live in the
Severn Valley.

Graham Stallard in his Alpha and us
in the Quasar left for Woolstone to be
greeted by loads of machines all lined
up ready to go. Not surprising really
when you consider the Quasar was
very late waking up and therefor late
arriving.

Mr. Judge, for the best turned out
machine, Robbie Keene, duly
awarded Graham Stallard his prize
which we then all helped to consume
because Cadbury’s are just so nice!
After briefing, two three axis birds, an
MW 6 and Thruster, decided to go
their own way whilst the team, Rob
Keene, Chris Wales and Norman,
Keith Lindley, Graham Stallard and
Quasar crew went theoretically direct
to Finmere via. Toddington, Shipston
and Banbury. What really occurred
was that two went one way and three

- another!-The two went naval fashion, -

silent and deep, whilst the three made
Jimmy Young seem amateur, so good
was their on-air chat! Anyway, Gra-
ham and Quasar took them in tow and
guided all into the Vintage Aircraft
Rally.

You might ask where are the three
axis? Well, after some foul language
brought on by the foul weather they
got lost over Toddington and went

L —missing.— Pity- really,they-had-the

Thruster going for a prize at the Rally!
After meeting nice folks who fly for
fun, and exchangingideas with  an-

other club about fly-outs, Rob led us
south of UHMRA to Enstone. How
do you get a Galaxy up your posterior?
Let Robbie get you too close to Upper
Hayford! The C5 is big, even bigger
on the concrete below you. The whiff
of burnt kerosese reached us even up
there! ~

We let down into Enstone behind
Robbie - its runway really is a treat -
miles of perfect tarmac. We lined up
to await Geoff Weighall, our host, who
refused to come down to earth, he was
so comfortable training in the back of
a Quasar. After what seemed like ten
circuits, mixed in with Grobs and
glider launches courtesy of Jaguar, he
arrived. Pleasantries were exchanged
and we felt obliged to depart as it was
b..... cold (Chris Wales’ electric gloves,
only hot whilst flying, were getting too
cold to wear) and darkness and clouds
were threatening. The real hardy
people, Rob, Keith and Chris went, we
think, via Long Marston, but softies
Graham and-Quasar followed road

" signs back to Defford, Graham divert-

ing to Woolstone to pick up a helmet
he had brought for a possible pas-
senger.

The day was fabulous and useful les-
sons were learnt. More fly- outs are
planned and give good experience to
all types of pilot. The best experience

is team spirit.

One fly-out could be the Shuttle-

. worth Collection-at Qld Warden_._._.
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News, Views and Crew Room Gossip

Last month we reported the bad
news that Microflight had ceased
trading at Shobdon but also the good
news that Sabre Air Sportshad set up
a microlight school in its place.

This month we have sadly to re-
portmore bad news. Aerotech Inter-
national, based at Hinton-in-the-
Hedges has now also gone into re-
ceivership. While the legalities are
sorted out, the Aerotech Flying
School has also closed and this has
effectively curtailed microlight flying
at Hinton. Training in the area is
however still being undertaken by its
former Chief Instructor - Paul De-
whurst. He is now operating as Sky-
craft and can be contacted on
0295.261.736.

Dawn to Dusk?

With the prospect of improving
whether (where?) the time has ar-
rived for those keen flvers to consider
what to do this summer. One sugges-
tion 1s to take part in the Dawn to
Dusk Rally. This is a national com-
petition whereby a pilot selects a task,
announces in advance what he is
gowg to do, then executes that task.
Firally he submits a report on his
expedition. The winner 1s judged on
originality, flight planning as well as
achievement. This year the competi-
tion is divided into two sections, the
maln onc requiring more than cight
hours flying in the time window
{0430 - 21.30) and a ’half’ section
requiring just four hours. Anyouc

interested in taking part should con-
tact John Hamer for further details.
It is known that at least two club
members are working on entries
which will involve between 300 and
500 miles of flying in the day.

Closing date for entries is 1st.
April. (NOT an April fool)

Or Round Britain?

The other competition for which
entries close at the end of March is
the Round Britain Rallyin June. The
course this year - which is still sub-
judice (but our computer has inside
info.) will take the competitors north
from Barton (Manchester) to the
Scottish border before turning south
to eventually finish at Sandown in the
Isle of Wight on the second day. The
second leg will then take the compe-
titors back to Barton via. mandatory
and optional turn points.

Anyone interested in taking part
even as a passenger should contact
the Secretary, John Hamer, for fur-
ther details. In addition anyone who
has already submitted an entry is re-
quested to contact him.

During last year’s Round Britain
Rally much confusion was reported
at the Cromer turnpoint, when radio
contact clearly advised that the air-
ficld was closed and that on no ac-
count should a landing be made. It
was subscquently discovered that the
Cromer {requency and that of
Hethel, some twenty miles away,
were the same and 1t was Hethel that

did not want visitors. All.has now
been resolved with Cramer getting its
own frequency - 129.825 - ie. the
BMAA frequency. They are now
known as Cromer Micro and thus’
clearly welcome microlights.

Fly-In/Press Day

Just as it seemed the weather had
wrecked our chances of holding this
event, we were all called together on
Sunday 17th February at Woolstone
airfield for what turned out to be a
great success. Gloucester Ambul-
ance Service were there and despite
2 number of members and/or ma-
chines being unavailable for a variety
of reasons, at least twenty aircraft
turned up from as far afield as Bristol
and even a hot air balloon, though
they decided not to fly. The morning
that had begun most unpromisingly
with light drizzle became much
brighter and an excellent collection
was made for the Ambulance Ser-
vice. Members of the public were
amazed to be invited to have a {light
and without exception came back to
earth dehighted with their first experi-
ence of microlighting. Members of
the press were there and all Club
members and visitors were invited to
line up for the photocall. Qur thanks
to Dave Read who spent a great deal
of time and cffort ringing round all
the available members to make such
asuccessofthisevent, and to all those
who helped on the ficld, especially




Vic Booth who did an excellent mar-
shalling job.

Open Evening

On 20th February the Clubheld an
Open Evening at which a slide pres-
entation and a film of microlighting
were shown. Over eighty people at-
tended including the Chief Executive
of the BMAA, Brian Cosgrove. As a
result of this evening about 10/12 new
people have joined the Club and
seven have already started Ground
School on Monday nights. For those
interested the schedule of Ground
School training is included later in
this issue.

M4 Cloudbase Ltd.

We have just received news from
Don Law of M4 Cloudbase Ltd. offi-
cial opening of the new showroom
which took place earlier today - Wed.
20th March, at 430 pm. attended by
VIP Brian Cosgrove and repre-
sentatives of Pegasus, Mainair, Med-
way and RAF Lyneham (and Don’s
Bank Manager). The hangars are
now completed and new instructor,
Eric Dus has been welcomed, bring-
ing M4’s full time instructors up to
three. At M4 Cloudbase pupils can
train on Raven, Pegasus or Alpha (or
all three if they wish).

Euro Weekend

Further exciting developments at
this ever forward looking school is a
Euro weekend, planned for May 10th
to 12th, visiting France, Luxembourg
and Belgium. Anyone interested in
joining them is most welcome.
Please contact Don at the airfield:
0793.740854 or at home 0793.790052

Royal Exclusion Zone

Everyone must by now be aware of
the unprecedented royal air exclu-
sion zone above Prince Charles’
house, Higrove, near Tetbury. The
zone extends to one and a half miles
around Higrove House and to 2000 ft.
in height - and mysteriously does not
apply to aircraft other than helicop-
ters and microlights, a fact which the
CAA is unable to explain.

Another site affected by the re-
opening of MATZ is Long Newnton
near Tetbury. The good news about
thissite is that it now has full planning

permission to operate from 07.00
until dusk or 21.00 hrs. whichever is
earlier. Dave Young says that while
visitors are welcome, it is still strictly
PPR - phone 0666.5032 (and there is
a landing fee). He says that until the
site is developed with a new 600 yds.
runway, the existing strip is tricky and
thus requires a comprehensive brief-
ing prior to tackling it.

Local Talent

Perusal of the recent returns of
membership renewal forms has
shown that some members have been
hiding their talents and achievements
from the rest of us. Congratulations
go to John Munro Hunt on achieving
his licence. John joined the Club in
the latter part of last year. He bought
a Flash 2 and has subsequently got a
move on to collect his licence.

Don Law has just become one of
our Club’s approved check pilots.

If you have achieved something
please let us know so we can spread
the good news.

Comic Relief?

For those of you who have
renewed your membership, you need
read this item no further. For those
who havn’t, this will sadly be the last
issue of this informative publication
youwill receive, unless, of course, you
renew your subscription (30) PDQ.

Chequesto: R. Keene, Over Farm,
Gloucester please. Thank you.
(Wed hate to lose you, really!)

Fly-ins

All the organised flying events to
date have been defeated by the
weather, which isn’t altogether sur-
prising given the time of year. Events
planned for the next few weeks are as
follows:-

Saturday 23rd. March -
Treasure Hunt

Please note 11.00 hrs. START at
Woolstone means fly out then, so
please arrive carlier. Also please
bring "lunch money’ as we are flying
to a local hostelry afterwards, and an
extra 25p. which will be required for
one of the clues. Intrigued? Good -
turn up in good time on the day.

Easter Weekend

Midlands Festival of Transport.
A fly-in organised by Midland Micro-
light Flying Club. The festival takes
place on the Sunday and Monday.
Camping facilities available from the
Saturday. Visitors will be well looked
after.

Group fly-out depart Woolstone
10.30 Sunday or Monday depending
on the weather.

Saturday 7th April
Milson, a second attempt for this
short run to Clee Hill. Take a picnic.
Depart Woolstone at 11.30

Saturday 13th April
A special invitation fly-in to Oa-
kley from the Buckinghamshire
Microlight Club. Oakley is situated
near the Thame on the northern edge
of the RAF Benson stub.

Sunday 21st. April
Ditton Priors. Another attempt at
this straight forward journey up the
Severn Valley. Depart Woolstone at
11.30. Lunch at a local hostelry in
Ditton Priors.

Keith is compiling lists of pas-
sengers and spare seats so please
contact him if you wish to be in-
cluded. Those pilots who have short
haul machines may like to be on the
passenger list for longer outings.

Other journeys are being planned,
some short and some long. Anyideas
for fly-outs, fly-ins or details of visit-
able strips will be most welcome.

Contact Keith Lindley on
0242.232464.

Social Calendar 1991

Please note carefully that events
marked * have dates changed:

*March 30th (Sat) Swimming
Party at "Splash", Malvern. Details at
March meeting,

April20th. (Sat) Skittles - venue as
yetunknown.

May 4th (Sat) Barn Dance - Over
Farm.

May 24th - 27th - Fri - Mon Isle of
Wight Camp.

June 16th (Sun) Severn Valley
Railway, Kidderminster

*June 22nd (Sat) Swimming Party
- Bob Hind’s place, Newnham.

July 13th (Sat) Airfield Party -
Woolstone




Aug. 9th (Fri) Avon Boat Trip-
Tewkesbury

Oct 26th (Sat) Passing Out Parade
- Airport Inn, Staverton.

Nov 8th (Fri) Firework Party -
Woolstone

Dec 20th (Fri) Christmas Dinner
and Dance - Haydon Court.

QOver the Horizon

Next month’s speaker will be John
Hamer with slides, maps etc. giving a
talk aimed at encouraging people to
more adventurous flying trips. Don’t
miss it.

Jottings from the Logbook

By John Hamer
At the Club’s AGM, John Hamer
gave an excellent slide presentation
which reflected his activities during
1990 - what follows is effectively the
written accounts of that presentation.

Winter is always a time to review
the past year’s happenings and re-
flect on what did and did not occur,
thus while the wind howls outside and
the rain lashes down, let me recount
with the aid of my log-book, what 1
gotup to in 1990.

January opened with me recover-
ing form an operation on my ankle
and looking forward to the prospect
of flying again. My hopesof an early
returnto the air were severely dashed
by the gales of 16th January. My han-
gar collapsed and only by a miracle
was severe damage to my aircraft
avoided. Indeed my wing did not
have a scratch on it but because of the
way the structure fell around it, effec-
tively locking it in, 1t had to be dis-
mantled to extract it from the
wrecked building.

February was thus spent disman-
thing and rebuilding the hangar (with
the aid of Chris Wales) and sorting
out the damaged trike unit. Ineedn’t
have hurried as much as I did, for it
wasn’t until March that the weather
improved enough to allow me to get
airborne again -~ just in time to fly to
Popham for the Trade Fair.

On the way there I popped into
Redlands to collect Don Law and
found that I was his very first visitor
to his new airfield. Don and I went
on to Popham where, as usual, there

was a severe cross wind which re-
sulted in some very interesting land-
ings including a number of accidents.
The Trade Show itself had little to
write home about as there was noth-
ing particularly new except the Qua-
sar which proceeded to write itself off
during a takeoff. Despite the horrific
spectre the crash presented, fortu-
nately as is usual with such microlight
accidents, no one was hurt.

March was also the month I was
first able to use a new strip out at
Little Rissington that a very good
friend had specially established on
his farm so that I could go and have
funch with him and he can come fly-
ing with me.

The end of April saw the better
weather arriving and a number of ex-
peditions being mounted. The first
of these was in company of

Chris Wales, Robbie Keene and
Don Law to Uppottery and on to

Eaglescott in Devon, before re-
turning to Don’s at Redlands through
Lyneham airspace and then home.
The following week - the first week in
May - the gang was off again, this time
north to Shobdon for lunch and then
into Swansea for tea, before return-
ing home via the Severn Bridge.

Juneis always remembered for the
Round Britain Air Race and fortu-
nately the weather again co-operated
to adegree. The Clubsent four crews
this year:- Robbie Keene and son,
Chris Wales and Paul Gapper, Tony
Penny and Val Ruck, and finally Don
Law and myself. The first day was
effectively a race from Manchester
down to the Isle of Wight via half a
dozen turnpoints - one most notable
being Stonehenge. Surprisingly,
since we all had to stop for fuel, all of
us except Tony got there within a
couple of minutes of each other -
indeed, if memory serves me cor-
rectly, I think Don and I were ahead
of Robbie and Chris on elapsed time
by about 10 seconds!

The problems really started on the
following day - Sunday - for we had to
decide our route back to Manchester
via. as many turnpoints as possible
scattered the length of the country
before our time ran out on the Tues-
day morning. Added to our troubles
was the fact that we knew that the
weather was going to deteriorate with
a front forecast for Monday. Don
and I opted for the "east coast’ route

but visited Long Marston first as op-
posed to Rochester like the majority.
We thus avoided a traffic jam before
crossing the country to Sutton
Meadows and then over to Cromer.
From there is was north - across the
Wash to Sproatly (Hull). As time
was running out for the day, we
stopped overnight at Bagby. The fol-
lowing morning we awoke to find the
front arriving and the visibility falling,
however we found our way up the
motorway to Eshott before deciding
that going further north in the dete-
riorating conditions was not prudent.
Soit was across the Pennines to Kirk-
bride, where we were almost perma-
nently grounded because of the
strong winds; however somehow we
got airborne and back to Manchester
via St. Michaels.

Thus it was a completely different
experience to enjoy a night out in a
long baot with the Club during July.
This was an exclusive three hour trip
with forty plus members, from Tew-
kesbury boating quietly up the Se-
vern, complete with supper.

Another event in July was West-
ern Park towhich I struggled through
the murk and mist - well, the Midland
Microlight Club always feed you so
welll The murk proved problematic
for some of our members who
travelled there. I understand there
were some doubts about the accuracy
of the maps they were using and they
had to land to check them out!

July also saw me take my firend’s
old father for his birthday flight. He
was once a pilot himself and learnt to
fly in the RNAS in 1918. He was 91
this year.

August also had its flying mo-
ments. The trip up to north of Don-
caster will be remembered for the
time Don Law put down in a super
little strip called Cold Aston because
he was running low on fuel, and
Harry Neath and I duly followed him
in. Consulting Pooley’s, it said "All
visitors most welcome" - What it
didn’t say was "except microlights”
and thus Don was left with the task of
negotiating {ransoming?) our way
out.

At the beginping of September 1
should have gone with Robbie Keene
on the M25 Rally around London,
but illness at the last moment
prevented me. Robbie did really well
and came second with a partaer from



another club. Fortunately the ’flu
didn’tkeep me in bed that long as the
month was particularly good for fly-
ing. Apart from two sorties into the
depths of Wales with Chris Wales -
no pun intended - the month is to be
remembered for one extraordinarily
good day which saw me and many
others visit the West Midlands Fly-in
at Tasley just north of Bridgenorth.
In addition, I went on and had lunch
with the Midland Microlight Club at
a fly-in they were having just north of
Birmingham.

However the good weather didn’t
last long and October saw only a few
flights around the area. Indeed the
weather really was turning wintry
now and I only had one other outing
at the beginning of November with
Robbie Keene and Chris Wales, to
some friend of Robbie’s near Abing-
don. There we gave joy rides in the
active MATZ with the RAF’s full co-
operation - the waves of radios.

The end of Novemeber also marks
my return to hospital to have my
ankle sorted out but as I looked out
the window thinking about going fly-
ing again, I could see that I wasn’t
missing much.

Now for the statistics - the weather
seemed to have taken its toll as my
flying hours were down 30% on 1989,
with only 120 hours achieved. Inter-
estingly the average time for the 166
flights I made was still just over 40
minutes - this figure hasn’t changed
in the past three years. Nor has the
number of flights over 3 hours - still
only 3 but those over 2 hours have
fallen to 10.

Another interesting fact is 1990
was the first complete year that I’ve
operated from my own strip - just 12
minutes from armchair and into the
air - so theoretically I had more op-
portunity to fly so something else
must have stopped me - and contrary
to popular opinion, it wasn’t the wife!




Family Super Swim

a
Swimming Party with the Squadron

We've got the pool at Malvern (Splash) all to
ourselves for two hours saturday evening 30th
March. From 2000-2200hrs.

We've got the flume, the wave machine and the
entire pool. And for those of you that would
rather spectate, weve got the buffet and bar
opened for our exclusive use.

need you! Aclually we need a
hundred and g@?*%f @§ @/@, %@ x
friends, famil §a
sguadrons nigh

And its only going to cost you £1.50 each. Pay
either at the deoor or in advance to Robbie
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ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FOR THE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

OILS
Two stroke straight mineral oil
(Silkolene super two) 1.90/litre
Two stroke semi-synthetic
mine-ral oil (Silkolene comp-2)
3.50/litre
Four stroke oils (Sitkolene super
four) 1.90/litre
Castor oil (Castorene R40)
3.00/litre

AIRCRAFT QUALITY BOLTS
Various nuts, bolts, washers and
other fasteners available.

OTHER ITEMS
Stainless steel locking wire
Mineral insulating sleeving
Springs
Tape
Ties
Bungees Etc.

Contact Dave Read
Tel:0531.650245
Work: 0242.673361
®

FOR SALE

New and used aircraft
from one thousand pounds

AEROLITE TEL 0789299229

MICROLIGHT TRAILORS
Made to your requirements -
highest quality materials used.
Sensible prices
Prop. tape 86p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing.

Contact Adrian Lloyd
for a chat and a quote
Tel . 0885.482504

HANGARAGE
Available at Corsend, near
Gloucester, hangarage for one
aircraft - fully rigged.

Excellent grass strip.
Tel Robbie Keene. 0452.414975

Hangarage
Available; semi-rigged- for older
machine/experienced pilot. 2mls
north Staverton.
Tel. Dave Lewis 0242.680202.

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING
For instruction and aircraft sales
Contact your nearest P.F.T
School:

Geoff Weighell at Enstone
Tel. 0608 678741

or David Young at Long Newnton

Tel. 0666 504032

LIGHTNING/SKY-TRIKE
Uprated at Hiways.
Test flown by Aerolite
Low hours - with all paperwork.
Tel. Colin Greasley 0600.890585

PEGASUS XL-R. - G-MNHL
Yellow/red. 70 hrs. only.
CHT/RPM

Clock, etc. Carb. heat. Latest
factory mods. Trike cover.
Always hangared rigged at
Hartpury

Immaculate, as new aircraft!
Why take my word for it? Come
and take a look.

£4100 o.n.o.

Contact Tan Evans. Tel. (work)
Tewkesbury 298600 Ext. 464

or (home) Tewkesbury 298364

CONTEST INTERCOMS
Two secondhand sets with
helmets
FLASH ITIA - Two - secondhand
Lighthouse Strobes
Flight Training and Club Facilities
Hangarage
Contact : Don Law (home)
0793.740854 or
airfield - 0793.790052

STEEL LOCKERS
Approx. 5’ x 14" x 14" - paired
Can be padlocked. Ideal storage
for Ozees, oddments etc. in
hangar or garage.
£6 pair.
Contact: Adrian Lloyd
0885.482504

PILOT HELMETS
Sonic Intercom.
Tel. 0905.821015.
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SEVERN VALLEY MICROLIGHT CLUB

HOOLSTONE AIRFIELD

FEBRUARY 1991

It must be clearly understood that all activities at Woolstone Airfield
‘are undertaken at your own risk.

Although the Club constantly reviews practices with improved safety in
mind, the wultimate responsibility for avoiding hazarding others and
taking care of your own life and limb, is yours - “SAFETY IS NO
ACCIDENT".

Woolstone Airfield is operated by the Severn Valley Microlight Club
(svMC) for its members, all other use is by Prior Permission only. Re-
guests for PPR use should be referred to the Rirfield Controller or
another Committee member, see details below.

A TFirst Aid Kit and PFire Extinguisher are located in the caravan, and

members must check their position for use in an emergency on booking
in. :

The nearest Telephone is at the Texaco Garage on the main Cheltenham to
Evesham road (one mile having turned right at the main road). The
emergency services will recognise the description "Woolstone Microlight

Airfield®™.

Contact Telephone Numbers:-

SVMC Chairman -: Andrew John : 0386 89229/217
Secretary : John Hamer : 0452 70314/0242 533628
Treasurer : Robbie Keene : 0452 414975
Safety Officer : Vic Booth 0242 583338

s am

Airfield Controller ¢ Graham Arthur 0242 522754

STANDING ORDERS

The Airfield is open : Monday - Saturday 10.00 - 20.00 hrs
’ Sunday 10.00 - 12.00 hrs

17.00 - 19.00 hrs
No take-offs or landings.are permitted outside these hours.

All pilots must sign the Log (in the Caravan) both on arrival and be-
fore departure.

All pilots must have Third Party insurance cover for a minimum of

. £250,000. (Normal BMAA Third Party insurance).

All aircraft operating at Woolstone must have current and valid

documentation.

flAll circuits are LEFT hand at 500ft QFE, and runway direction should be

checked during the standard overhead join at 1000ft.

“Do not fly below 2000 ft to the EAST of the main road (A435) and avoid
_overflgipg neighbouring farms and properties (see map).

Beware.possible model zircrafit flying approximately half a2 mile to the
-SOUTH of the airfield.

e
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April Issue 1991

FLYINGEVENTS

We actually had an advertised
event that took place! - the treasure
hunt. This was such a success that
ancther has been scheduled for the
end of April. See report by Dave
Steade.

Events planned for the next few
weeks are as follows: -

Sunday 21st.April

Ditton Priors.

Another attempt at this straight
forward journey up the Severn Val-
ley. Depart Woolstone at 1130 hrs.

unch at a local hostelry in Ditton
Priors.

Saturday 27th. April

Treasure Hunt,

This will be organised by Robhie,
the winner of the last one. Meet at
Woolstone 1100 hrs.

Sunday Sth. May

Milson.

Yet another attempt to reach Clee
Hill. A nice relexing run after the
exertions of the Barn Dance the night
before. Take a picnic. Depart Wool-
stone at 1130

Saturday 11th. May

Old Warden near Biagleswade.

This is the home of The Shuttle-
worth Collection of historic aircraft.
This exhibition 1s renowned for its
presentation. There is no landing fee.
Admission to the display is 3.5 or
3.00 for parties of ten or more. Res-
taurant facilifies are available. De-
part Woolstone 1100 hrs. Flight de-
tails from Hugh Bethune.

Contact KEITH LINDLEY
on (0242) 232464 for details of the

other trips.

News, Views and
Crewroom Gossip

Off to a Good Start

We are pleased to repert that
seven of "H’ Flight plus three left over
from previous years, passed the first
exam - Technical - following intense
tuition by Messrs, John, Lioyd and
Read. Congratulations all for
achieving this 100% pass rate.

Pride of the Fleet

SevernValley Microlight Club

keeping up with all these technical
innovations!)

Geoff and Ken Hoult have sold
their Alpha, but it isn't going far as
newmember Dave Steade has parted
with sufficient gold to effect a change
of ownership. Inaddition, we under-
stand that he has been undergoing
intensive tuition on it at Shobdon and
thus hopefully we will soon be able to
report the first of "H’ Flight to go solo.

Test Pilot

As many of you know, John
Hamer has been a Mainair Team
pilot for many years, testing and pro-
moting their product in the field. In
addition he has also been cone of their
production series test pilots respon-
sible for clearing production aircraft
for their initfal issue of the Permits te
Fly. Well, he has now been clearedas
a company test pilot and was recently
seen evaluating the new Mainair
prototype at Popham.

In addition he is currently working
on a couple of new projects for them
including testing a new carbon fibre,
three bladed propellor for the 462
Alpha. This is the same propelior
that is now being fitted to the 503 TPI
Alpha and by all accounts is a signifi-
cant improvement on the wooden-
precisicn three blade propeilors - but
doubtless John will tell us when his
testing has been completed.

Biil and Barbara Austin have now
received their brand new Mainair
Alpha 503 TP1 - (twin plug ignition
for those of us who have difficulty

Popham

Ewvery year there is a Trade Show
at Popham - and every year the
weather contrives to make flying very
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base malking even the trees that line
one side of the airfield difficult to see.

What was new at Popham then?
Well really the most significant thing
to report is that at long last they have
put in a new ME/SW strip which re-
duces the rotor effect from a souther-
lv wind as it crosses the trees that
border the southern side of the air-
field. The new strip was thus a great
boon as the wind was a southerly all
weekend and if enabled flying to
occur during breaks in the weather,
the first not coming until very late on
Saturday afterncon after an incessant
downpour. This poor weather put a
big dampener on the procesdings
which did not feature anything par-
tieularly outstanding.

diainair were demonsirating their
latest prototype, the 503 TPI Alpi-g.
whose remarkable quistness was at-
tributed to the low noise engine, com-

ith the new 'C tvpe Rotax

-
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gearbox driving a four blade propel-

The only other flexwing being
demonstrated was the twin carb 503
Quasar, althoughthe Pegasusstand
did feature their other two products,
the J and XIL.

Oun the three axis side, the spec-
trum tackled the turbulent conditions
as if it was on rails, while the new
ABL-3 nearly provided some show
stopping moments as its landings on
occassion featured unintentional
sideslips in, followed by kops from
one wheel to the other, before this
Trench creation seitled to earth.

Without doubt the quietest per-
former of the show was the Chevron,
this time re-engined with a four cylin-
der Konig. The noise even on full
power was barely audible even from
25 yards away, however its climb rate
still leaves something to be desired,
especially from flexwing flvers who
like to get among the angels quickly.

Two aricraft that did exhibit re-
markable climb performances were
the Shadow Sireak and the Rene-
gade, but the former is certainly not
a microlight and the latter is ques
tionable {depends on how and b‘g
whom if was built).

Pophem would not be Popham
without mentioning that a resident

Yeston Park

There was a poor showing from
SVMC at this fly-in - possibly d;e to
the adverse weather conditions?
Only John Hamer with Gus Hatchett
in the back, turned up on the Sunday.
{The Monday was blown out.) They
were given a warm welcome by the
Midiand Microlight Club and were
fed well (and free) - both enjoyed a
full English brealfast after their trip
there, which no doubt made it a
memorableone.

ure over the weekend made for a
coldl but dry day. Winds were light
and northerly.

Ar11.00 a.m. six crews had tume
out to enfer the fray. Hugh Bethune
had dewvised a taxing but manageable
courseleaving the bulk of thework to
the spotter so that the pilots were
able to concentrate on the tlying.

The competitors set off at five
minute mt\.rvan: iz an effort fo pre-
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tition due to several of the-competi- _

tors becoming invoived in an ex-
tendad comver sation uri nga landit

at Defford.

From the start at Wooistone, the
route headed north with the instruc-
tions to fly to Bredon Hill and count
the number of transmission dishes on
the large tower to the right (19, fol-
lowed by the number of aerials on the
smaller tower to the left {6). A rela-
tivelysimple task you may think, how-
ever there was some discussion at the
end of the competition shout when a

FErom Bredon we headed north
west to find the island in the River
Avon where some manmade river
control systems are situated. The
task here was to identify the sustemns
used - { two weirs and a lock).

The course then proceeded west
along the river and over a static ca-
ravan site, counting the number of
static caravans on the w way (49) A
problem seemed to increase in mag-
nitude cnce sveryone's fingers and
thumbs were used up in that several
circuits were neaded in order to re-
member the sequence in which you
were trying to count them. It is sur-
prising how much more difficult this

type of task becomes when you can-
not puta line tm‘ou gh the caravans as
PO oount H—vn

N
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The competitors were theﬂ di-

cted fo proceed west to the ratlway
bridge across the river and rnen north
to land at Deifford air strip. The task
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yox.wne elunchwasavaﬂable {Ted-
dington Hands).

From Defford the route followed
the railway nporth as far as the next
level crossing and then headed west
out to Perton Pool. The task here
was to count the number of ds
(3). Agein some conientious issues
were raised when the papers were
scored with 1 think Robhxe Ee..,w.
SO ik neara float-

Heading west to the River Severn z,
a large caravan park was found and
we needed io identify what sports
wers on offer (fishing}. Personally I
could only see the one, but some of
the more sagle- eyed compstitors
found several on offer. - (John
Hamerwoqdervdwhe her any sports

cing on inside the caravans could be
hstea as extras!}

(Ed. note - just call him Tom in
future.)

Following the River Severn south,
alargewhite house came into view on
the left. The task here was to count
the number of storevs (4} - again an



item of some discussion when sorting
cut results with a heated debate en-

entirely above ground to count as
suci.

Continuing south and keeping
Upton-on-Severn cn our lefi, we
checked how many playing fields
were available far the town (2).” My
rather loose interpretation of foot-
ball pitches as playing fields cost-us
tive points. Further south we passed
over the M50 bridge across the Se-
vern and were asked to count the
number of support pillars (56).
{Bonus points were not awarded for
tlying under the bridge.}

Mear the Abbey at Tewkesbury, a
branch pf the Avon had some small
black and white stepping stones -
well, "stepping stones’ if you were fifty
feet talll - the task, to count them (8).
Apain continuing southward we
cametoagolf course and I think what
was the most difficult task of the
whol;e comp-to count the number of
bunkers {483, Well, you can imagine
bunkers on a golf course are not
exactly regulerly spaced and when
doesa bunker becomeamuddy patch
and vice versa® Not surprisingly the
answers did vary somewhat and we
oeeded saveral circul
the same number fwice.

On the opposite side of the river
from the golf course was another
stafic caravan site and hers again the
job was to count the number of ca-
ravans {37}, Heading north east, we
then returned to Woolston before fly-
ing to the Teddington Hands pubat
the infersection of A438 and A435.
Arthur John had arranged the use of
a superb feld that was flat, hard and
reascnably lerge, also thoughtfully
providing a wind sock.

After removing some of our layers
clothing, we made ourway over the
nce, reacdy and eager for lunch and
e de-briefing. Marking was defi-
nitely one of the highlights of the

wholeeveniwith several verv inferes-
3

SN DU L § L
its beforz § got

Y

o,
N 4

the questions which caused much de-
bate was the number of pillars sup-
porting the M50 Bridge. The correct
answer eventually accepted was 56,
however there was argument for the
view that oniy four pillars actually
support the bridge, the other merely
supported the rcadway across the
flood plain. Predictably, the number

ting debates materialising. One of

of bunkerson the golf course was also
the subject of much dehate. How-
ever,in order to resoive the situation,
48, which was the number chosen by
the greatest number of compstitors,
was chosen to be the correct answer.

Not all the questions carried the
same number of marks - rightly so -
and the points for each question were
loaded according to their complexity.
Ounly one point for the number of
storeys in the white house but 25
points for the number of pillars sup-
porting the M350 Bridge - and the
number of bunkers on the golf
course.

The results of the competition are
setout belowwith Robbie Keene and
Anthony Lynch winners by a clear
margin.  Their prize for this out-
standing feat was ths job or arranging
the second round! The competition
finished with all members giving a
voie of thanks to Hugh Bethune
which I feel was justly deserved for
what turned cut to be a carefully set
out competition - not so difficult that
people missed lunch, not so eeasy that
people got bored.

Results:

Fohn Hamer & Adrian Smith

Andrew John & John Caffull

52

Hugh Bethune & Dave Steade

&7

Keith Linley & Barbara Austin

33

Graham Ar
- 32

{Nos. denote Round One scores)

ur & Norman Frost

Swansea -From the
Back Sest

By Adrian Smith.

Sunday morning 74th June the
telephone rang. It was John Hamer
suffering withdrawal symptoms.

"Ithoughtwe'd poto Swansea,” he
said.

The weather looked good and a
four hour round trip did not seem
unreasonable.

¥4l right, T'll see you at 10.30," 1

member’ was to ensure that fuel and
aircraft were 1o close prodmity. |
then found out precisely how fer it
was from the petrol store’ (garage)
to the hangar - too far - and the pre-

cise weight of two 20 litre cans of

petrol - too heavy, the first fewwesks
of inwcivement with microlighti
Ctr{é..‘til}‘ reguires 4 Sié&p iearniu

curvel

-
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o uq

Whilst I was taking the fuel up to
the hangar, John was telephoning
Swansea Airport to inform them of
cur plans. (I presumed that this was
50 that they could lay on something
special for lunch) [ climbed in the
back seat and we were airborne at
about 11.30 A quick hop to Over
Farm to meet Hugh Bethune,
together with his back seat passenger
-cops, crew member - and Keith Lin-

7

e

(

~11
I

o

0

The route was planned. All three
mucrohights took to the air in line as-
“tern at 17 o'clock, ahead John and 1
» 2 followed by Hugh in
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Guasar and finally Keithin his Alpha..

Heading towards Monmouth we
climbed over broken cloud at about
4300 ft. Good progress was made to
Abergavenny, altitude coming down
to about 3500 ft. At this point, whilst
John and [ with Keith in tow, turned
a few degrees south along the heads
ofthevalleysroad, Hugh and hiscrew




made a feint towards Brecon, claim-

ing that he knew all along that we
were taking the heads of the valleys
route, but that he was simply keeping
the road on his left hand side. (Well,
that's his story and he's sticking to
ithy Visibility from this point was
such that Swansea could be seen in
the distance.

ks 4.
tered with other light
stz was suddenk
we were given immedi

ticne to land on renwas

5

Landing on a runway was an ex-

perience! First of all itwas solongit -

was necessary to fiy haif the leagth of
it before touching down in order to

el of «
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the side io see whether

,
zcted and noted

ir
had merely taken

d
that the whole trip
=

A s *
one hour and twenty muinutes. To
.
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apF
heading back Hughdecided to
do so but John and Keith reckonsd
ek .

1ad sufficient to make the return

‘We were airborne again at about
3.00 pm. and had decided o take a
more southerly route back fo Glou-
cestershire, following the coust fo
Cardiff. Hugh had explained that
taking this route we would fly over a
former frisnd of hiswhom he had not
seen for several years and it was
herefore agreed that if possible we
would make a landing at his farm
north of Bridgend.

+

Hugh menaged to locate the farm
and then landed in a selected field.
Ashe drew his Quasar to the edge of
the field beside a minor eountry road,
@ passing motorist stopped o give
him a lift to the farmhouse. In the
meantime, John, Keith and | main-
tained a holding pattern, whilst Hugh

¥

found out if the natives were friendly.
It tronspirsdthat they wereand we

nd in 8 DSig next

We were greeted enthusiashcally

Tor 2 o S rerm e pmmd Tt Frmom T e -
v the farmer and hus fomily and were
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uel consumption.
-ht switeh was made io the
reserve tank. Contactwith Hughand
Keith bad been lost as they had de-
cided to take a more westerly rout
to 2nable Hugh {o take on more fue
perhaps near Monmouth,
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CONTACT DAVE READ

FORTHE FOLLOWING

ITEMS:

CILS ‘
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STOP PRESS

e for one

Two stroke straigh
{Silkolene super tw
Two  sircke se
mine-ral oil {Silkcl
3.5¢¢hitre
Four stroke oils {Si

1 Gt
four) 1.9litre

- for older
Castor oil (Castore Skitties Evening ni{o; ?;ﬂg
3.004litre Sat. 20th April i
Long Marston - challenge match .
. oLV L,
’ e T A (by Aerolite) -
f;’;z R.‘thdF . ',‘JL J All members to attend - honour at
fe;rxous nuts, x:-olts,1 stake! RAINING
other fasteners availj
) 8.00.pm.
OTHER ITE]

Stainiess stesl lockin!
!

Mineral insulating slg
=7

SOCIAL EVENTS:

BARN N

Springs < RE

Tape “

Ties DANCE

Bungees Ete.

Contact Dave Read fras

Tt 531.650245 o vér’F‘—' L Glos.

":’ork: 0247.673351 ‘Sat. b.aliay“‘zth  with sloughmar’s
P head. ' -
£4.50 per hea

FOR 5A/ On pgzt form this should beone  PMNHL

of the best social events of the

Mew and used aireraft
from one thousand poy

Sensibile prices

Prop. tape 46p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing.

Contact Adrian Lloyd
for a chat and a quote
Tel. 0885.482504

ear so don't miss out - (numbers -
limited to capacity of the barn.) Latest

2T
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Immaculate, as new aircraft
Why take my word for it? Come
and take a jook. B
£4100 cn.o.

Contact lan Brvans. Tel. (work)
Tewkesbury 293600 Ext. 464

or (home) Tewkesbury 298364

CONTEST INTERCOMS
Two secondhand sets with
helmets
FLASHIIA - Two - secondhand
Lighthouse Sirobes
Flight Training and Club Facilities
Hangarage
Contact: Don Law (home)

0793 740354 or

s

airfield - §7F83.790052

STEEL LOCEERS
Approx. ¥ x 14" x 147 - paired
Can be padlocked. !

£6 pair.
Contact: Adrian Lioyd
0335.432504

LOTHELMETS
Sonic intercom.
Tel 0905321015,

2 FULL FACE HELMETS
Fitted with sonic headsets
£ 20 each o.n.o.

57 414675

Ped

5

BOAT -GP14 Sailing Beat
Complete with sails, cover,
sunching and road trailer.
Fxcellent condition.

Good buy at £900.

Contact Chris/Tony Penny
Dean 510624




INFORMATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote responsible microlight flying. Currently the member
shipis nearly 80 strong with the majority living and working in and around the Cheltenham and G lougester area, Over
halfthe membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the various training schools in the area, their own fields, or
from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of Bishops Cleeve off the Evesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

# monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.

A monthly meeting at the Airport Inn at Staverton on the third Wednesday in the month with a speaker on a microlight
or other aviation related topie.

Many organised Fly-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, including barbecues, dances ete,

Alrcraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstone.

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the PPL{A) Group D exams.

R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

Committee Members: Cther Useful Peopie

e Chairman - Andrew John # Inspectors

Home038689.229 Dave Read 053181.245/0242.673361

Worl: 038689 217 John Hamer 045270.314/0747.533678
@ Secretary John Hamer e Check Pilots

Home 045270.314 John Hamer 045270.314

Work 0242.533628 Adrian Lloyd 0885.32504
& Treasurer - Robbie Keene

Home/Work 0452.414975 Club members use the following flying schools:-
@ Safety Officer - Vic Booth

Home/Work 0242.533338 Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon 0789.299779
® Training Officer - Bill Austin Skycraft, Banbury 0205.261756

Home/Work 0242.515064

Air Play. Madley Airfield, Hereford 0981.251242
® Woolstone Airfield Controller - Graham Arthur

Home(242.522754 Avon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
0739.204010
@ Airscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales
Home 045276.341 Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Norton 0603.678741
@ Social Organiser - Dave Read M4 Microlights, South Wanborough, Swindon 0793.790052
me 053181.245 .
Work 0242.673361 Sabre Airsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056831.8768
@ Fly-in Organiser - Keith Lindley PegasusFlight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
Keith Lindley 0666.504032
Home 0242 232464

Work 0242.583100
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News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

Landing Fees

The new charpes for landing at
Heathrow and cther BAA airports
have just been published and it is
interesting to see justhow much a
microlight carrying one passenger
into this airport at peak times would
be charged - that is if they would let
you in in the first place....

From the tables, the following
charpes can be slicited:

Charges on Landing 414.90

Passenger Charges 8.41

Parking (1 hour) 15.60

Navigation Charge 10.00

Grand Total 448.91

And we thought that 6.80 charged
per microlight at Swansea was ex-
pensive! (We now hear Shoreham
charge 12 per microlight which is sig-
nificantly more than the cost of fuel
to get therel)

Dressedto. .....

A strange sight was seen leaving
the ground at Over the other day. It
wasourvery ownJames Cairns-Terry
on leave from his Commercial Pilot's
course at Cranfield. The unusual
thing about the event was that James
was flying in a morning suit. Could it
be all this enclosed cockpit work that
he has become accustomed tc, or
perhaps it is the new dress regula-
tions for Cranfield's trainee pilots -
the Eton College of the air?

Rumour has it that he had just
been to a wedding and was showing
off that he does own a morning suit
plus top hat, as well as a scruffy jum-
per and trousers!

PFA Rally

A date for your diary - the annual
PFA Rally is, for the first time, being
held at Wroughton on Sth, 6th and
7thJuly. Microlights will bewelcome
but the bad news ig that at the mo-
ment the holding site for entry to the
airfield is at Clench Common which
is locaited on the ’cther’ side of a
special rules area that will be sur-
rounding the area during the period
of the event. More informaticn wall
be forthcoming nearer the event.

Someone out there reads
Alrscrew

Apologies to Mainair and the
original author for a technical inge-
curacy which appeared in last
month's issue. The report from
Popham indicated that Mainair's 503
was being demonstrated with Rotax
'C’ type gearbox. The sentence
should have read: "The 582 Alpha's
remarkable quietness was attributed
to the low noise engine, combined
with the new 'C’ type Rotax gearbox
driving a four blade propellor.’

An article reviewing the 582
Alpha is included in this ediicm.

Overseas Adventures

Robbie Keene and Chris Wales
have just arrived back from their trip
to France and Belgium. The trip,
which lasted a week, included cross-
ing the Channel as well as extensive
adventures around the French and
Belgium countryside. We are fortu-
nate to have them agree to pive an
illustrated talk of their exploits at the
Club'sJune mesting, =0 make 2 note
inyour diary to come om June 19th.

The Redlands Saga con-
tinues....

Notonlyare DonLaw’snew show-
rcom and hangar complete at his site
at Redlands near Swindon but a new
control tower has now been con-
structed. {Landing lights, a VSAI
system and a customs post are ex-
pected next!)

Chairman Glides ég, ain

Itiswell known that our Chairman
hails from a gliding background for
he seems to take delight in perpe-
tually returning to earth without the
assistance of his engine for one rea-
son or another. Well, he was at if
again the other day.

High abowe Woolstorne his nor-
mally trusty Rotex decided it had had
enough of being thrashed without
being fed the correct mixture and like
all good workers, staged a lightning




strike in protest. This forced theboss
to fend for himself and demonstrate
heo the assembled public that he
hadn't forgotten how to land an air-
craft without power.

Round Britain Race

The Club has had two entries ac-
cepted for this year's event scheduled
tostart on Satwrday 15thJune. Hugh
Bethune with his wife Liz have en-
tered their Quasar for the first time,
while last year’s crew, Don Law and
Jobn Hamer have teamed up again
but this time if is likely that Don will
be flying his own aircraft, a new 503
TPI Alpha, while JH's "Charlie Fox®
will, for the first time, be staying at
home. 1t is planned that they will be
telling us all of their adventures at the
July Club meeting.

Barn Dance

This event, which tock place on
theevening of Saturday May 4th, was
very successful and actualy boosted
Club funds. Around ninety people
enjoyed the dancing to The Green
Willow Band. Many thanks to these
who helped set things up, Andrew
John, Grabam Arthur, Vic and Marie
Booth and to Bill and Barbara Austin
for helping clear up afterwards.
Thanks to Andrew for a splendid job
of running the bar all night long, with
some help from Vic I understand -
andlast but by no means least, thanks
onge again to Robbie and Sue, (espe-
cially Sue, who prepared all the excel-
lent food) for letting us use their mag-
nificent barn.

Club Members

Please check enclosed details of
membersand adivse if they are incor-
rect, out of date, etc.

FLYING EVENTS

The ily out to Gakley tock place
on April 13 (see separate report)
with three aircraft. Ditton Priors was
cancelled vet again but we'll get there
eventualtr!

The treasure hunt scheduled for
April 27 was postponed for lack of
sufficient entrants prepared to brave
the conditions but the preparations
will be used later.

Old Warden near
Biggieswade.

Saturday 11th or 18th May

This is the home of The Shuttle-
worth Collection of historic aircraft.
This exhibition is renowned for its
presentation. There is no landing fze.
Admission to the display is 3.50
or3.00 for parties of ten or more. Res-
taurant facilities are available. De-
part Wocistone 1100 hrs. Flight de-
tails from Hugh Bethune.

Sunday 1sth.May

Fly in at the West Midlands
Microlight Club at their field at Tas-
ley which is immediately to the north
of Bridgnorth.

Microlight treasure hunt.

Saturday ist June
Researched by John Hamer. Par-
ticipants to bring reading glasses, die-
tionary and a quarter mil map.
Depart Woolstone from 1600hrs.

Saturday &th June

Fly in and open day at Woolstone.
A time to return the hospitality
shown o us by oiher clubs in the past.

Saturday 15th June

Start of the Round Britain Rally
from Barton.

Saturday 22nd June
Fly in and swim in at Bob Hinds,

Newnham. If you can't fiy in then
drive in.

Contact KEITH LINDLEY on
(0242) 232464 for details.

OAKILEY

By Keith Lindley

Saturday 13th April was the day of
our invitation to fly in to the Bucking-
harnshire Microlight Club airfield at
Oakley. This airfield, officially
disused, is on the northern edge of
RAF Bensonstuband isroughly mid-
way between Oxford and Thame.

Yarious telephone calls had
elicited that there were to be three
participants from Over, Chris Wales,
Robbie Keene and myself. Don Law
was flying directly from Swindon.

The day dawned dry but breezy
with mists. Staverton were muttering
something about 15kts.

After delaying for a while, to let
the visibility improve, Robbie took
off to test his engine which he had
recently overhauled. All waswell and
he invited Chris and I up to join him
and so our journey commenced at
about midday.

Conditionswerevery turbulent es-
pecially as we climbed over the es-
carpment heading eastward.

On passing Chedworth my helmet
intercom became disconnected so [
could no longer hear the others on
the radio.

Abeam Little Rissington we had a
rest from the turbulence but unfortu-
nately wewere making little headway
50 it was a case of descend into the
fray once more and head towards the
Brize SRA. Robbie obtained clear-
ance for us to cut the corner of the
SRA towards Witney and the north
of Oxford thus avoiding Kidlington, I
being deaf, was just following Robbie
little realising that he was getting =
wigging from the Brize controller for
not maintaining height.

The passage to the north of Ox-
ford scemed to take an eternity but
eventually we reached the television
mast, the marker point for Qakley. It
was here that Robbie waved me on to
lead into Oakley because I had read
the circuit procedure. I don't know
what went wrong but I lost Gakley,
over sompensating for the wind.
After realising the error of my ways |
caught up with Chris and Robbie as
we landed inte the welcoming arms
of the members of the Bucks club.
This part of the trip had taken 1hr
S0min at an average ground speed of
29mph.

I don't know if it was our B.O. but
Don had hightailed it back to Swin-
don when he saw us approaching.

Pads of foam rubber, concrete
blocks and a garden roller were pro-
vided for the wings. There was much
amazement that anybody was mad
enough to turn up at all. Packed into
a car, we were whisked off to the
cther side of the field into a hangar
for eats and a jumble sale. The main



thing that Robbie was interested in at
the sale was the hangar but they
wouldn't sell.

Don had previously invited us to
drop in at his place on the way back
and so a course for Swindon was
plotted.

Wing walkers escorted us back
onto the runway and it was instant
take-off as soon as they let go. By the
time we reached the other end of the
runway we were at 3000feet. Turning
south-westwehad thewind behind us
for the run to Swindon. Conditions at
this height were absolutely blissful as
we overflew RAF Abingdon at
3500ft. All good things come to an
end and as the cloud cover below was
thickening we had to do a spiral de-
scent of some 2000ft through the first
available hole in case we missed
Swindon. With Redlands located we
witnessed a hurried scramble to the
signals square to reverse the T, they
didn’t really want us to land down
wind. Taxying off the runway I took a
closerlook at the prass as my machine
was blown over. Robbie, who was
coming in after me, had to find some-
where else to land. Being the type of
day it was, there were plenty of hands
to the rescue. The flight had taken
25minswith an average ground speed
of 79mph.

After retrieving my machine, a
cup of coffee and a few bits from
Don’s old plane, we were ready for
the return to Over.

The flight along the A417 was
uneventful apart from avoiding a few
gliders at South Cerney. On descend-
ing the escarpment we were back into
the turbulence. Chris had a few prac-
tice landing aftempts, then Robbie
showed ushowtodoit, and then [ had
a few more practices inspecting the
daffodils, the ploughed field and the
pylon lines before making it in safely.
This leg had taken 1hr 3Smin (31
mph}.

The steeds were securely stabled
whereupon we all collapsed in Rob-
bie’skitchen. The timewasnow seven
thirty and Chris's wife was threaten-
ing dark deeds with his dinner.

Many thanks to the members at
the Buckinghamshire club for their
hospitality and similarly to Don Law
and his merry lads at Redlands for
theirs,

Flight Test - Mainair 582
Alpha

By John Hamer

At Popham this year Mainair had
brought down from Rochdale their
latest creation, the 582 Alpha. The
aircraft is effectively the well known,
tried and tested Alpha airframe but
re-engined with the low noise 582
Rotex engine. This engine is water
cooled with twin CDI ignition develo-
ping about 60 hp. In the new Alpha,
this engine is used to drive a four
bladecarbon fibre propellor through
the new Rotex 'C type gearboz. For
this particular aircraft/engine combi-
nation, the gearbox was configured
with a 3:1 reduction drive but the
unique feature of it is the utilisation
of an internal rubber doughnut coup-
ling giving a smoother and quieter
drive to the propellor.

Mainair specially asked me to fly
the aircraft and give them a general
assessmentof what | thought about i,
so once the weather had cleared it
was time to thiok aboutflying the air-
craft. Jim Cunliffe, a Mainair test
pilot, had the first flight and from the
outset it was obvious that this was a
remarkably quiet aireraft.

My turn came and so, with Roger
Pattrick the chief designer, in the
back seat, the engine was started.
Beinga bigengine, the pull start takes
a fair pull but once the engine is going
the whole thing is very stmooth. Ob-
viously the carbon prop.is beautifully
balanced for there is little or no air-
frame vibration and taxi out with the
powerful engine is easy. After the
usual checks, it was time toline up on
the new Popham strip. Holding the
aircraft on the brakes and increasing
the power dipped the nose as the new
front suspension damper came into
play. On brake release, the aircraft
accelerated gquickly forward and
soon left the rain-scaked grass strip.
I noted that previous aircraft leaving
this strip had encountered a lot of
turbulence at the end, so a full power
climb at 50 mph. was initiated, which
took the VSI off the ciock and the
aircraft was at 1000 ft. before leaving
the field. The VSI was an electronic
gadget which I soon came to realise
was not always telling the truth - how
I wish they had fitted a VSI from a

well known Cheltenham firm (Ed.
note - which shall remnain nameless as
they cost as much as the plane!)

Onge straight and level, the first
thing I noticed was the speed - a true
60 mph. Mo, the ASI wasn't lying for
it also felt that speed but
astonishingly didn’t sound that speed
- no thrashing engine noise, it was so
quiet - why? I wondered. A quick
check of the rpm. revealed the
answer - only 5000 rpm. Slowing the
aircraft down to 'normal’ Alpha
speed of 50 mph. correspondingly re-
duced the engine speed to just above
4000 rpm. - standard Alphas, two up,
start to fall out of the sky at this rpm.
Increasing the power, the aircraft
quickly climbed and although the
rate was obviously quick, as I left the
563 TPI Alpha that was following us
well below, the angle of ¢limb was in
no way alarming - my feet were al-
ways below my head! With the bar
held in, the aircraft would easily do
70 plus with very little effort on behalf
of the pilet; inaddition I noted that
with increased speed, the roll re-
sponse was much sharper.

Finally, this aircraft also incorpor-
ated a new hand throttle which I
found comes much more readily to
band and is ergonomically designed
such that thers is no confusion in re-
spect of its direction of operation as
there used to be with the old raichet
gystern In brief, I think thisis a real
breakthrough for microlights for the
aircraft is a significant step towards
an environmentally friendly machine
without sacrificing any performance.
Indeed, far from sacrificing, the 582
is actually an improvement particu-
larly if the mean fuel economy figures
are to be believed.




ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FORTHE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

QLS
Two stroke straight mineral oil
{Silkolene super two} 1.90/litre
Two strocke semi-synthetic
mine-ral cil (Silkclene comp-2)
3.50/litre
Four stroke oils {Silkolene super
four) 1.99/litre
Castor cil {Castorene R40)
3.00/litre

AIRCRAFT QUALITY BOLTS
Various nuts, bolts, washers and
other fasteners available.

OTHER ITEMS
Stainless steel locking wire
Mineral insulating sleeving
Springs
Tape
Bungees Bic.

Contact Dave Read
Tel:0531.650245
Work: 0242.673361
®

FOR SALE

New and used atreraft
from one thousand pounds

AEROLITE TEL 07389 299229

MICROLIGHT TRAILORS
Made to your requirements -
highest quality materials used.
Sensible prices
Prop. tape $6p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing,

Contact Adrian Lloyd
for a chat and a quote
Tel . :885.482504

HANGARAGE
Available at Over, near
Gloucester. Hanparage for one

aircraft.
Excellent prass strip.
Tel Robbic Keene, 0452 414975

Hangarage
Available; semi-rigged- for older
machinefexperienced pilot. Zmls
north Staverton.
Tel Dave Lewis 0242.630202.

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING

P.F.T. (COTSWOLD)
Dave Young 0666 504032

P.E.T. (OXFORDSHIRE)
Geoff Weighell
Tel. 0608 673741

Your local Pegasus centres
Training on the latest
Pegasus Quasar

PEGASUS XL-R - G-MNHL
Yellowyred. 70 hrs. only.
CHT/RPM
Clecl, ete. Carb. heat. Latest
factory mods. Trike cover.
Always hangared rigged at
Hartpury
Immaculate, as new aircraft!
Why take my word for it? Come
and take a look.
£4100 an.o.

Contact Ian Bvans. Tel. (work)

Tewkesbury 293600 Ext. 464
or {home) Tewkesbury 298364

SINGLESTROBE

Fits all types of aircrasft
£198o.n.0.
Tel. 0452.28391

CONTEST INTERCCOMS
Two secondhand sets with
helmets
FLASHIIA - Two - secondhand
Lighthouse Sirobes
Flight Training and Club Facilities
Hangarage
Contact: Don Law (home)
0793.740854 or
airfield - 0793.790052

STEEL LOCKERS
Approz. 5 x14*x 14" - paired
Can be padlocked. Ideal storage
for Ozees, oddments ete. in
hangar or garage.
£6 pair.
Contact: Adrian Lloyd
0835.482504

PILOT HELMETS

Sonic Intercom,

LI

Tel. 0903.821015.

2 FULL FACE HELMETS

Fitted with sonic headsets
£20 each o.nLo.
0452.414975

BOAT - GP14 Sailing Boat
Compilete with sails, cover,
launching and road trailer.
Excellent condition.

Good buy at £900. '
Contact Chris/Tony Penny
Dean 510624




VIATION SHEET

The Severn Valley Microlight Club was formed in 1983 to promote responsible microlight flying. Currently the member
ship is nearly 80 strong with the majority living and working in and around the Cheltenham and Gloucester area. Over
half the membership own their own aircraft and fly either from the various training schools in the area, their own fieids
or from the Club field, Woolstone, which is located just north of Bishops Cleeve off the Evesham Road.

The Club offers the following facilities and privileges:-

4 monthly newsletter - the Airscrew, published on the third Wednesday in every month.
4 monthly meeting at the Airport Inn at Staverton on the third Wednesday in the month with a speaker on a microlight

or other aviation related topic.
Many organised Ply-ins and expeditions.

Various social events, including barbecues, dances etc.

Aircraft inspection and check flying to facilitate aircraft permit renewals.

Free use of Club airfield at Woolstone.

Ground School Training in Air Law, Met., Navigation and Technical knowledge for the PPL{A) GroupD exams.

R/T courses for the aquisition of R/T licences.

Affiliation to the British Microlight Aircraft Association (BMAA).

Advice on all aviation matters including aircraft purchase.

Commitiee Members:

@ Chairman - Andrew John
Home 038689.229
Work 038689.217

® SecretaryJohn Hamer
Home 045270.314
Work 0242.533628

® Treasurer - Robbie Keene
Home/Work 0452.414975

@ Safety Officer - Vic Booth
Home/Work 0242.583338

@ Trzining Officer - Bill Austin
Home/Work0242.515064

@ Woolstone Airfield Controller - Graham Arthur
Home (242522754

@ Airscrew & Publicity - Annie Wales
Home 045276.341

® Sccial Organiser - Dave Read
me 053181.245
Work 0242.673361

® Fly-in Organiser - Keith Lindley
Keith Lindley

Home 0242.237464

Work 0242.583100

Cther Useful People

@ Inspectors
Dave Read 053181.245/0242.673361
John Hamer 045270.314/0242.533628

Don Law 6702, 74085470722 720052

@ Check Pilots
John Hamer 045270.314
Adrian Lioyd 0335.82504

Club members use the following flying schou!s:; o

Aerolite, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Axon 0789.299229
Skycraft, Banbury 0205.261756
Air Play. Madley Airfield, Hereford 0981.251242

Avon Microlight, Long Marston, Stratford-on-Avon
0789.204010

Group D Aviation, Enstone, Chipping Norton
0602.678741

M4 Microlights, South Wanborough, Swindon
0793.790052

Sabre Adrsports, Shobdon, Leominster 056881.8768

Pegasus Flight Training, Long Newnton, Tetbury
0666.504032
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SevernValey Microlight Cl

June Issue 1991

News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

Lemmings.....7

Following in the flight path of
Robbie Keene and Chris Wales,
three more members have now
crossed the preat divide into France
and Belgium Don Law in company
with Harry Niece and John Hamer
went for a long weekend to the
French equivalent of the BMAA Po-
pham Trade Show near Metz. The
story of their adventures can be
found elsewhere in Airscrew.

Customs at Redlands

You may have thought we were
jokingwhen in last Airscrew we men-
tioned that Don Law was thinking of
installing a Customs Post for his over-
seas visitors. Apparently Customs
have got wind of thisand are going to
pay him a visit - seriously - we are not
joking this time?

Itall started when Don and friends
applied for a temporary export
licence at Shoreham for their micro-
lights during their recent excursion to
France. On the said export form they
all put Redlands as their initial point
of departure and now Customs have
decided to pay him a visit to find out
about this new airfield that has
sprung up near Swindon. {Obviouslty
Customs have not read the latest ver-
sion of Pooley’s Flight Guide, other-
wise they would knowwhere it is) and
also, according to the good book,

they would know that it even boasts
ite own restaurant, higs its own main-
tenance facilities, fuel and A/G radio
frequency called Redlands Radio.

Kit Fox Beats Baby Boom

Last year we reported that
Stephen watking was building a Kit

. Fox and a race was on as to whether

he could pet it airborne before Sarah
bad their baby daughter. Baby So-
phie won and the aircraft project was
thereby shelved for awhile. However
we can now report that in a resume of
the race, Stephen has won (second
time round) as his aircraft flew for the
first time on Sunday morning at the
end of May. Sarall's second baby
isn't due for several months yet - our
best wishes to them all.

We also learnt that as Stephen
could not find a suitable test pilot for
his"baby he underwent a conversion
course onto taildraggers and did the
job himself - brave fellow! - thereby
proving the old adage of "you built it
-you fly i©}*

We understand that although the
maiden flight was not recorded for
posterity, Stephen has agreed to give
the Club an illustrated talk cn his
project - currently scheduled for No-
vember to give him some time to pre-
pare.

?ﬁ;gﬁ Goes Natisnal

Hugh Bethune has now got the
competitive urge for he was seen at
the first round of the National Cham-
pionships at Rufforth. While we do
not have any record of how well he
goton(save thatinone event he man-
aged to beat several well known
names) we understand he has every
intention of competing in further
rounds. Good luck Hugh.

Fairford Maiz

With the ending of the Gulf War
the Americans are withdrawing their
B525 back to America and returning
the Fairford base to care and main-
tepance. Asa result, the MATZ im-
posed during their stay will be with-
drawn at the end of the month and
this will make it easier for non radio
aircraft iravelling south to Swindon
and beyond.

Flightline Gets It Wrong

From the recent issue of the
BMAA magazine, Flightline, it
would appear that there has been a
boardroom coupin SVMC with John
Hamer assuming the position of
Chairman. However John gassures us
that this is not the case and in fact
Andrew John remains firmly in the
Chair. The report that appeared in
Flightline was the first submitted by
the Club in recent years and by editig
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ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FORTHE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

_ CiLs
Two stroke straight mineral oil
{Silkolene super two) 1.90/litre
Two stroke semd-synthetic
mine-ral oil {Silkolene comp-2)
3.50/litre
Four stroke oils {Silkolene super
four) 1.90/liire
Castor oil (Castorene R490)
3.00/litre

ATRCRAFT QUALITYBOLTS
Various nuts, bolts, washers and
other fasteners available.

OTHERITEMS
Stainless steel locking wire
Mineral insulating sleeving
Springs
Tape
Ties
Bungees Etc.

Contact Dave Read
Tel:0531.650245
Work: 0242.673361
@

FOR SALE

New and used aircraft
from one thousand pounds

AFROLITE TEL 0789 299229

MICROLIGHT TRAILCRS
Made to your requirements -
highest quality materials used.
Sensible prices
Prop. tape 36p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing.

Contact Adrian Lloyd
for a chat and a quote
Tel . 0835482504

HANGARAGE
Available at Over, near
Gloucester. Hangarape for one

aircraft .
Excellent grass strip.
Tel Robhie Keene. 0452.414975

Hangarage
Available; semi-rigged- for older
machine/experienced pilot. Zmls
north Staverton.

Tel. Dave Lewis 0242.630202.

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING

P.E.T. {COTSWOLD)
Dave Young 0666 504032

P.E.T.(CXFORDSHIRE)
Geoff Weighell
Tel. 0508 678741

Your local Pegasus centres
Training on the latest
Pegasus Quasar

PEGASUS XL-R - G-MNHL
Yellowred. 70 hrs. only.
CHI/RPM

Ciock, ete. Carb. heat. Latest
factory mods. Trike cover.
Albways hangared rigged at
Hartpury

Irmmagculate, as new aircrafy
‘Why take my word for it? Corne
and take a look.

£4100 ono

Contact lan Evans. Tel (work)
Tewkesbury 798600 Ext. 464

or (home) Tewkesbury 298364

SINGLESTRCBE

Fits all types of aircrasft
£100o.n.c.
Tel. $452.28391

CONTEST INTERCOMS
Two secondhand sets with
helmets .
FLASH I1A - Two - secondhand
Lighthouse Strobes
Flight Training and Club Facilities
Hangarage
Contact: Don Law (home}
0793.740854
airfisld - 0793.790052

STEEL LOCKERS
Approx. 5 x14% x 14* - paired
Can be padlocked. Ideal storage
for Ozees, oddments ete. in
hangar or garage.
£6 pair.
Contact: Adrian Lloyd
0885.482504

PILOT HELMETS
Scnic Intercom.
Tel. 0905.821015.

2 FULL FACE HELMETS

Fitted with sonic headsets
£20 each o.n.o.
0452414975

BOAT - GP14 Sailing Boat
Complete with sails, cover,
launching and road trailer.
Excellent condition.

Good buy at £800.

Contact Chris/Tony Peany
Dean 510624
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News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

Reund Britain Air Race

Skiing

Despite the weather, the Air Race
did runinJune. A graphic account by
Don Law is inciuded later in this issue.
To complement this Hugh and Liz
Bethune will be giving an illustrated
talk on their adventures at the Club
meet. There is nodoubt about the fact
that they all got very wet and there is
anunconfirmed rumour that Don Law
did a 'Levw’ advert in a launderette in
Whitby as his clothes were being dried.

Fair Stands the Wind for
France? - Again!

Following the recent spate of con-
tinental ventures, ancther trip is being
planned for September. The prinsipal
reason is to visit a show in the Loire
Valley on September 14th/15th. The
intention is to fly out the previous day
- Friday 13th September {superstitious
people please note.l Anyone inter-
ested should contact Don Law on
0793790052, 1t is interesting to note
that Franceisnotas far away from here
as either the Scottish border or indeed

Lard's End.

Whilst talking of trips, Don Law is
also planning a skiing trip in January -
this is the second Club ski-irip in the
offing as Jeff Hoult is also planning
one. Anyway, anyone interested,
please contact Don on §793-790052 or
alternatively, see Jeff Hoult at a Club
meet.

Shobdon

The Microlight School at Shobdon
was incorrectly listed on the Informa-
tion Sheet under the previous cwner's
number. Will potential students (and
others) please note that the correct
telephone number is - 036881 3168.
Apologies to Peter Truscott who inci-
dentwally is now doing traiming on
Powerchutes, which judging from An-
drew John's article last month, seems
an 'interesting alternative’ way of get-
ting arrborne.

Blying News

Rain, Rain and Bven More Ramnf

The poor weather in June inhikited
notonly the Club’s Fly-in at Wooisione
but also cancelled the fly-in to the
USAF base at Upper Hegfor
Notwithstanding the fact that the tly-in

was cancelied, several members took
advantage of the USAF’s invitation
and went along by road to attend their
establishment.

Bob Hind’s Barbecue

We did our best. Bob had the solar
panelrigged upfor the swimming pool;
Dave lit the barbeque and stoically
cocked sausage and beef burgers - but
all to no avail. Not only did it start to
rain, it also blew a small gale so no
aircraft appeared over the horizon or
anywhere else for that matter. How-
ever, afew stalwart members did arrive
by car and were generously enter-
tained in Bob's kitchen with coffee and
beef burgers. 1 guessyou could say we
made the best of a rotten Saturday.
Many thanks to Bob for giving up his
time io entertain those of us who
turned up. He bas kindly offered totry
again later in the year - perhaps Sep-
ternber? - when the Weather may have
decided to behave itself a littie better.

Dawn to Dusk

The finalweekend in June provided
a window in the poor weather suffi-
cient for Chris Wales and Rosie Calli-
man to complete their scheduled task
for the Dawn to Dusk Rally. Thecom-
petition, open to all aviators, is about



ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FORTHE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

CiLS
Two stroke straight mineral cil
(Silkolene super two) 1.90/litre
Two stroke semi-synthetic
mine-ral oil (Silkolene comp-2
3.50/tre
Four stroke oils (Silkolene super
four) 1.90/litre
Castor oil {Castorene R40)
3.00/litre

AIRCRAFT QUALITY BOLTS
Varicus nuts, bolts, washers and
other fasteners available.

OTHER ITEMS
Stainless steel locking wire
Mineral insulating sleeving
Springs
Tape
Ties
Bungees Ete.

Contact Dave Read
Tel:0531.650245
Work: 0242.673361
®

FOR SALE

New and used aircraft
from one thousand pounds

ARROLITE TEL 0739299229

MICRCOLIGHT TRAILCRS
Made to your requirements -
highest quality materials used.
Sensible prices
Prop. tape 36p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing.
Contact Adrian Lioyd

for a chat and a quote
Tel. 0885482504

HANGARAGE
Available at Over, near
Gloucester. Hangarage for one
aireraft .

Excellent grass strip.
Tel Robbie Keene. 0452.414975

Hangarage
Awvailable; semi-rigged- for oider
machinef/experienced pilot. Zmls
north Staverion.

Tel. Dave Lewis 0242.680202,

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING

P.E.T. (COTSWOLD)
Dave Young 0666 5040327

P.E.T. (OXFORDSHIRE)
Geoff Weighell
Tel. 0608 678741

Your local Pegasus centres
Training on the latest
Pegasus Quasar

PEGASUS XL-R - G-MNHL
Yellow/red. 70 brs. only.
CHT/RPM

Clock, ete. Carb. heat. Latest
factory mods. Trike cover.
Always hangared rigged at
Hartpury

Immaculate, as new aireraft!
Why take my word for it? Come
and take & lock.

£4100 on.o.

Contact Ian Evans. Tel {work)
Tewkesbury 298600 Ext. 464

or {home) Tewkesbury 293364

SINGLESTROBE

Fits all types of aircrasft
£100o.n.0.
Tel. 0452.28391

CONTEST INTERCCMS
Two secondhand sets with
helmets
FLASH HA - Two - secondhand
Lighthouse Strobes
Flight Training and Club Facilities
Hangarage
Contact: Don Law (home)
0793.740854 or

airfield - 9793.780052

STEEL LOCKERS
Approx. ¥ x14%x 14* - paired
Can be padlocked. Ideal storage
for Ozees, oddments ete. in
hangar or garage.
£6 pair.
Contact: Adrian Lloyd
0835.482504

PILOT HELMETS
Sonic Intercom.
Tel. 0905.821015.

2 FULL FACE HELMETS

Fitted with sonic headsets

£20 each c.nno.
0452 414975

BOAT - GP14 Sailing Boat
Complete with sails, cover,
leunching and road trailer.
Excellent condition.

Good buy at £990.

Contact Chris/Tony Penny
Dean 510624

WANTED
Mainair Alpha .
Tel. Adrian Smith - 645276.659
{home) or #452.612345 (work)

503TRl Alpha
Only raced once to France and
Belgium. Only rallied onee around
Britain. 100 brs. Loads of goodies
Offers Don Law 0793.790052
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We are pleased to announce that
the first member of this year's new re-
cruits has now cbtained his licence.
David Steade had been flying at Shob-
don in his Alpha and seems to have
besn abkle to put in the hovrs when all
the rest of us have been grounded
They mibstbmmetifferent weather up
there. Well done anyway Daveand we
iook forward to seeing you around the
skies,

Incidentally David is ffying around
in Geoff and Ken Hoult’s black Alpha.
They sold this to econecentrate on build-
ing a Rans Coyots which is a small
two-seat, three axis microlight. We
understand that it is almost complete
and should have its first flight any day
now. Good luck Geoff and Ken.

Fly- In - 27th Juiy

After many attempts, the weather
finally cooperated and we managed to
arrange for 2 good day to coineide with
asuitable Saturday. Indeed it was as if
there had been a sudden hatching of
microlights for over forty aireraft
visited Woolstone during the day and
on one occasion there were eight air-
craft in the curcuit all wanting to land.
After the good dav’s flying a successful
party was held at which there was ex-
ceilent foed, drink and music enjoyed
by all that attended. Many thanks to

the Woolstone crew for hosting the

event and to Dave Reed for organising
the barbegue.

Eavesdropping over the
Intercom

Last moenth a couple of our ‘gallant’
pilots undertock to fly the ladies form
the local Round Table group. Think-
ingtheywereintoanight of fiying older
ladies they were surprised when
young, sprightly things turned up.
Their spirits thus elevated, they set
about their enjoyable task. On one trip
John Hamer was innocently asked
"How far do you go?’ - His answer -
though apparently not recorded, was
said to have been something to the
effect of "How far would you like....?*
- Typicall

Dawn to Dusk

This yeer the Club has had two en-
tries in the Dawn to Dusk competition.
The competition is basically one in
which you decide on a task that must
involve at least eight hours flying on
one day. You tell the orpanisers what
that task is and what your objectives
are and then go out and fly the mission
and report back. You are then judged
on your results. Chris Wales with
Rosie Callinan have completed their
task and their adventures will be ex-

. pounded at the Club meet in October.

Meanwhile our other entrant, John

Hamer, has been looking for a suitable
weather window.

After seversl false starts, he actually
got off the ground the other Sunday.
Hisobjective was to piictograph all the
used and disused military airfields in
Wales. this adventure involves depart-
ing at about 6.30 am. flving all the way
round Wales with two fuel stops and
arriving back home some eleven flying
hours later, just before dusk. The Sun-
day he eventually chose appeared
ideal - the wsibility at dawn was un-
limited and the sky completely clear.
The forecast over Wales was not quite
that encouraging but appeared adequ-
ate. Thefirstleginvelved a flight down
the coast to Haverfordwest - some 150
miles the way seagulls fiyl

Allseemed to go well untd crossing
the Welsh border when the skies be-
came overcast and the cloud base
started to lower, initially to 2000 ft, but
by the time he went across Cardiff Air-
port he wasdown to 1000 ft. - then 700
ft. over St. Athan and below this pas-
sing Porthcawd. Indeed, the caly way
he could maintain adequate ground
clearance was to fly down the coast
just over the sea as the cloud seemed
to be hugging the Jand. Ever hopeful
that the sun would soon lift the mantle
- it was only just after eight - he sol-
diered on across Swansea Airport,
where he discovered three microlights
about to take off. The further he flew
west the lower the cloud base seemed




He tuned his radio into Swansea as
he didn’t believe anyone would be fly-
ing in such a low cloud bass, but Swan-
sea proved very active. He could hard-
ly believe this but on reaching Permr
prey the cloud base started to lift and
was nearly 2000 ft. passing Swansea
and indeed, by the time he reached his
home at Hartpury, there was hardlya

cloud in the sky and no one would

pelieve he had run into low cloud!
Time has run out now for him to
compljete this task this year as the
competition closes on 12th August
ToughluckJohn - sounds like sod'slaw
again - better luck next time!

Fly-in/Swim-in-Bob Hinds

Sat. 1st Sepl

This was the great summer extrava-
gasnza which failed to come off due to
bad weather. Bob has very kindly
agreed to host another attempt. Ifthe
weather is kinder, this is certainly well
wortha visit. Bob now bas a super new
airstrip and has once again offered us
the uge of his swimming pool and bar-
beque. The farm is set in beautiful
surroundings in the Forest of Dean,
just above Newnham and looking
down over the Severn estuary. See
mapat back of this issue for reference.
Those who can’t make it by air are
welcome to come by road and will find
it an excellent day out!

Aerolite Fly-In - Long
Marston

20/21st September

The by now famous 'Eagle’ Fly-in
will be held at Long Marston on
Sat./Sunf 20th/21st September and
everyone is welcome to come along
and see the forerunners of today’s
microlights in all their glorious col-
ours. If youwish to flyin, it is essential
that you book a slot with Aerolite be-
fore you venture near Long Marston
In fact, it is now mandatory that you
call Aerolite (0789-204010) if you wish
to visit Long Marston at any time
otherwiseyou may find yourself paying
a punitive landing fee and having to
trailer out. Paradoxically the rules for
visiting Avon Microlights howeverare
unchanged.

September Meet

The monthly talk on Wednesday
18th September is scheduled to be
given by a member of the RAF's
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.
This should be a very interesting talk
on their activities - so please come
along and bring friends and family.

Airscrew Articles

As you can see from this issue of
Airscrew, we are drastically short of
articles. As the weather has turned in
our favour lately, there must many
members who are making up for all
those lost opportunities. We would
very much like to hear about your ex-
periences. Please write or phone
Annie at the Tel. no. given on the In-
formation page-
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ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FORTHE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

QLS
Two stroke straight mineral oil
(Silkolene super two) 1.90/litre
Two stroke semi-synthetic
mine-ral oil {Silkolene comp-2)
3.50/litre '
Four stroke oils (Silkolene super
four) 1.90/litre
Castor oil (Castorene R40)
3.00/litre

AIRCRAFT QUALITY BOLTS
Various nuts, bolts, washers and
other fasteners available.

OTHER ITEMS
Stainless steel locking wire
Mineral insulating sleeving
Springs
Tape
Ties
Bungees Etc.

Contact Dave Read
Tel:0531.650245
Work: 0242.673361
e

FOR SALE

New and used aircraft
from one thousand pounds

AEROLITE TEL 0789 299229

MICROLIGHT TRAILORS
Made to your requirements -
highest quality materials used.
Sensible prices
Prop. tape 36p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing.

Contact Adrian Lioyd
for a chat and a quote
Tel . 0885.432504

HANGARAGE
Available at Over, near
Gloucester. Hangarage for one
aircraft .

Excellent grass strip.
Tel Robbie Keene. 0452414975

Hangarage
Available; semi-rigged- for older
machinefexperienced pilot. 2mls
north Staverton.
Tel. Dave Lewis 0242.630202.

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING

P.F.T. (COTSWOLD)
Dave Young 0666 504032

P.F.T.(OXFORDSHIRE)
Geoff Weighell
Tel. 0608 678741

Your local Pegasus centres
Training on the latest
Pegasus Quasar

PEGASUS XL-R - G-MNHL
Yellow/red. 70 brs. only.
CHT/RPM

Clock, etc. Carb. heat. Latest
factory mods. Trike cover.
Always hangared rigged at
Hartpury

Imrmaculate, as new aircrafi!
Why take my word for it? Come
and take a look.

£4100 o.n.o.

Contact lan Evans. Tel (work)
Tewkesbury 298600 Ext. 464

or (home) Tewkesbury 298364

SINGLESTROBE

Fits all types of aircrastt
£100o.n.o.
Tel 0452.28391

STEEL LOCKERS
Approx. §x 14" x 14 - paired
Can be padlocked. Ideal storage
for Ozees, oddments etc. in
hangar or garage.
£6 pair.

Contact: Adrian Lloyd
0885.482504

PILOT HELMETS
Sonic Intercom.
Tel 0905.8Z1015.

2 FULL FACE HELMETS

Fitted with sonic headsets
£20 each o.n.o.
0452414975

BOAT - GP14 Sailing Boat
Complete with sails, cover,
launching and road trailer.
Excellent condition.

Good buy at £900, .
Contact Chris/Tony Penny
Dean 510624

WANTED
Mainair Alpha.
Tel. Adrian Smith - 045276.659
(home]) or 0452.612345 (work)

B03TPI Alpha
Oanly raced once to France and
Belgium. Only rallied once around
Britain. 100 hrs. Loads of goodies
Offers Don Law 0793.790052

QUASAR MWIM For Sale.

One year old. Permit to July 92
70+ hrs. Full spec. Twin carbs.
Strobes. (Helmets and trailer
available)

£9500 approx.

Tel Liz and Hugh 0905/820398
evenings
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STOP PRESS ——- STOP PRESS --- STOP PRESS

HMonthly Meeting - Wednesday 18th September 1991

Due to circumstances beyond the Club's control, the venue at the
Airport Inn will now longer be available for our monthly meetings.
(It has now been converted to a restaurant). As a result the
monthly meeting venue has been rearranged. The Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight Presentation will now take place at Overbury
village hall on Wednesday lé6th October 1991 at 20.00 hrs. There
will be a bar, but this will be shut at 20.00 hrs when the
presentation starts, so please be early. ©Please spread the word
about our changed venue for this evening and bring alcng any
friends for what should be a very interesting evening.

Please note that for the venue/date for the October meeting will
be on the third Thursday of the month, i.e. Thursday 17th October
at the Vintage Motor Cycle Clubhouse located adjacent to the
Plough Inn at Staverton.
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Septembper Issue 1991

News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

* OnThe Move

Those who attended the mesting in
August will have been aware that our
usual venue at the Airport Inn at
Staverton had besn converted into a
restaurant and that we werebundled
into the small room adjacent. For the
September meeting we have arranged
the use of Overbury Village Hall but
this is once off to accommodate the
Bartle of Britain Memorial Flight
Presentation. In Octoher weare back
at Staverton but at a slightly different
lecation for we have arranged with the
Vintage Motor Cycle Club to use their
club house. Thisis located just beside
the Plough Inn which itself stands on
the corner of the road as you turn off
the Old Gloucester Road towards
Staverton Airportf. Please note how-
ever that as the club house is usually in
use on Wednesdays, the meeting date
has been moved to the Thur sday, ie.
the third Thursday in the month. The
October talk on Thursday 17th Oc-
tober will feature an entry for the
Dawn to Dusk Rally. The November
talk on Thursday 21st November is
also scheduled for the same location
and will be by Steven Waikins on
building his Kitfox.

* Three More Years

The planning permission for the
Club to use Woolstone for microlight
flying activities has been extended for
a further three years which is excellent
news. The minor detail of renegotiat-
ing the rest for the next three yvearsis
ail that remains.

* James Gets His Big Wings

The other wesk James Cairns-Terry
was seen arcund the microlight field at
Ower sporting a very smart set of shiny
gold wings on his chest. Eaquiry re-
veals that James has now passed all his
exams successfully and is well on his
way o obtaining his commercial
pilot's licence at Treut Air Services at

ranfield. Indsed he was spotted the
cther wesek cireuiting L.H.'s field at
Hartpury in one of those funny fixed
wing things, a Slingsby T67. Welldone
James - you're the first home grown

preduct to make the big time - from

microlights to jumbos!

(On 2nd. September twenty-five
ears ago, the “Minist try of Awiation
ranted one cf our members a
joit ot’slicence for 't yifzo machines’. [
deon’t think they had microlights in
mind in those days!)
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*  Ninety-two Years Young

Howold - or how young doyou need
to be to fly in a microlight? is often a
question asked. One of our most ex-
perienced aviators shared the joys of
microlight fiying the other day with
someone who goes back an awful lot
further - in fact all the way back to
BE2Cs of World War 1. For the third
yearrunning, John Hamer tock his old
iriend’s father flying for what now is
becoming his annual birthday trip.
His age this y:tar - ainety-two.

I was some seventy-three y2ars age
that thisve teran hrad his first flight and
gained his wings with the Roval Naval
Alr Service. His though‘ts On mICro-
lights? - just like the old fabric aircraft
with all those wires and an open cock-

. He is now looking forward to his
next birthdayand his gext flight Many
happy returns from ali of SVMCC!

* Another Flex- to Fixed-wing

Hugh and Liz Bethune are seiling
thetr Quasar G-MWIM because they
are going lixec-wing and buying a
Chevron. A ceriain maﬁﬂious rumour
has it that Hugh deesn't like aireraft
with a high climb rate and that his
aircraft have proo-resswel reflected
this. We pay nc heed to such non-
esense of course, tur at lsast we won't




be able to hear him coming any more
- or wiil we???

*  Mainair News

As has been reported before, John
Hamer has been undertaking tests on
carben fibre props for Mainair. Last
week he was up at Rochdale under-
going the fizal hurdie, the noise test
with the CAA. We are pleased tore-
port that his journey was not in vain as
the test was successful and thus sub-
jecttothe final paperwork, this means
that the carbon fibre prop. is now
cleared for the 467 Alpha. These
props, apart from giving better perfor-
mance, are much smoother as balanc-
ing is not required, and because of
their precision manufacture, are easy
toinstall and set up. In addition, they
are extremely damage resistant acd
prop. tape is a thing of the past.

While up there, John also saw their
new package called the Mercury. This
is basically the Gemini trike unit with
the 303 engine (as fitted to Flash 1 and
2) married up to the Alpha wing. The
idea behind this new package is to
cater for the lower end of the market.
The other aircraft that Mainair are
working on i3 @ three-axis tail dragger
and at the time of viewing, this was
being covered. Concerted efferts are
being made to have this aireraft ready
for the AGM in November.

* Airscrew Gets Upgraded

Due to a downturn in the computer
market, the Club has been able to take
advantage of the low proces and up-
graded the computer facilities to in-
crease the editor’s software and re-
duce production time (as well as pres-
erving Annie’s nerves! ).

* Pegasus News

There is a rumour that Pegasus are
currently working on an upgraded
Quasar which will feature a new wing
withtheabilify to trim the wing in flight
from 42-62 mph. We understand the
device fixed o the "A’frame alters the
luff lines thus affecting a change in
trimof the wing, which in turn changes
the hands off speed.

= Ken's Only a Phone Call
Away

Observant members will have no-
ticed that Keb Cole doesn’t carry a
radio in his aircraft but a mobile
phone!  This 1s not, as believed by
some, to talk to his friends while flying
along but rather to summon his crew
{his wife) to come and collect him
when he lands in remote locations as
he is wont to do when the weather is
suspect for fiying. He has obviously
taken lessons from the bailcon frater-
nity who employ the same tactics to
summecn their groud crew when they
land cut - however, we havn't seen any
evidence of the champagne - yet!

HFly-ins

* BobHind's Barbeque

On Sunday 1st. September the fiy-
in at Bob's finally took place and al-
though the morning threatened to be
cloudy, in spite of 2ll the fine
weather, it cleared up around lunch
time and turned into yet another hot,
sunny afternoon  Consequently s
aircraft got airborne and many more
armived by car to enjoy Bob's bar-
beque, the lovely garden with views
over the Severnand evenadip in the
poo! for the more adventurous! This
was folowed by the giving of several
joy rides to visitors, many of whom
had never flown in a microlight be-
fore and all of whom were delighted
by the experience.

Many thanks to Bob for gererously
letting ususe his farm once more, and
we were all so glad that this time the
sun shone and it was probably the
most enjcyable fiy-in this year.
Thanks also to Dave Read who has
spentsomuch time and energy trying
towhip up flagging enthusiasms - this
time at least it paid off!

* Long Marston Fly-in

Pleage remember that for the Long
Marston fly-in on 220d/23rd. Sep-
tember, all visiting pilots are re-
guired to have PPR and a siot’ time

for arrival will be given on contacting

erolite.

*  Micro Treasure Hunt No.2

On the lest Thursday in August, six
crews assembied at Woclstone for
another mission into the unknown.
They were briefed by the Missicn
Commeander as follows: ~

This mission Is classified secret and
shouid not be disclosed, discussed or
ctherwise revealed to amycne (except
your crew) until after the rmussion is
completed,

Today's task, which has been set by
High Command after months of in-
vestigation, research and planning, is
the most challenging, comprehensive,
testing and daunting mission ever
undertaken by the Severn Valley
Micrelight Squadron. It will demand
high levels of skill in flving, aerial na-
vigation and map rsading as well as
decisive judgement, crew co-oper-
ation, teamwork and integriiy.

The mission consists of ten targets
and is designed o test:-

1. Recognition of environmenta!
control systems and mathermatical
ability.

2 Knowiedge of history and the
English languape as well as com-
prehension of basic shapes

3. Ability to recognise the optirnum
ingress from aquatic highways into
establishments that purvey alcoholic
beverages. '

4. Enowiedge of British communi-
cation system’s structures and sccle-
stastical architecture.

5. Recognition of small aercnauti-
cal establishments as well as the
ability to recognise and count brightly
coloured objects.

8. A knowledge and understanding
of the British waterways system as
well as a comprehensive knowledge
of basic domestic architecture.

7. Aviation recognition capability
as well 2s a thorough knowledge of
the English alphabet and Crvil Avia-
tion proesdures and reguirements.

8. Ability torecognise human habi-
tat and asscciated aquatic features as
weilaslisted monuments that are now
part of the English heritage.



9. A gen
ture, histor
tions.

10. Anunderstanding of sport and its
associated territorial requirements.
Details of how to navigate to and locate
these, the ten targets in the wilds and
depth of the Gloucestershire country-
side, are contained in the attached
Mission Profile Order. These insiruc-
tions are fully detailed, comprehensive
and idiot- proof - but only if read care-
fullyand obeyed. Conjecturs, supposi-
tion and guesswork have no place on
this missicn.. Care, comprehensionand
acute vision will get you there and en-
able you to get it RIGHT FIRST
TIME! (Failure is not & work under-
stood by the Mission Commander.}

You will of course require , for this
118SION -

brains, intelligence, skill, cunning,
daring, panache, guts (the RIGHT
STUFF) - but most of all, an up to date
144 mil. map!

Ed. comment - HOW many did you
say flew?

Although previous missions may have
required you to exercise vour low flying
ability while counting bridge piers,
breaching dams, etc; this sortie can be
considered relatively high level. The
mission should be flown no lower that
1600 ft. QNH except when landing at
target 7. The mission has been de-
signed that a lower zaltitide will make
some of the tarpets difficuit, if not im-
possible, tofind. All objectives are ob-
vicus when you get overhead. All di-
rections and bearings to the next objec-
tive are taken from directly overhead
the current objective and are magnetic
+4-10 degrees ie. they are only ap-
proximately accurate - but that is no
excuse for petting lost!

There is only one correct result at
each target. Democratically arrived at
answers will NOT be accepted. The
Mission Commander's {just call me
Adolph)’s decision is final, irrevocable
and will not be changed ... unless
suitably bribed.

You should leave Woolstone at least
five minutes after the previous aireraft.
There are no friendly forces today, so
keepa good loockout,

After reading the Op. Order, you
should now be ready to fly the mission.
Total time will be used as a deciding
factor in the event of equal scores. Re-
member the mission is not over until

ral knowledpe of agricul-

&

; . S T e
and defensive fortifica-

®
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vou have landed and completed your
Operation Record which should be
handed o the Mission Ceormmander.
Do not discuss the mission with fellow
aviators uatil they too have completed
their Operations Record and handed it
in. - Good Luck!

The crews set off into the gathering
gloom with the following instructions: -
1. Gowest to the railway and take the
tramn northy; just before the first bridge
after Ashchurch level crossing, turn
duewest. If your engine stopped af this
point you could be in the 'shit|
many large rotary circles wouid vou

kave to avoid?

How

2. Take a boat trip on the Avon to-
wards the site of the bettle in 1471, At
the confluence of the rivers there are
the remains of a man-made object on
either bank of the Avon - drew simply
the shape of the fence surrounding
either of the remains {plan view).

3. Continuing the boat trip until the
first bridge crossing the Severn, which
pubwould youmoor outside (assuming
there is space) - the cne on the north
side or the cne on the south side of the
bridpe?

4. Feeling religious and wanting to
join the angels once apain, head due
west to the first church after crossing
the 4417 at the telephone bax Does
the church have a tower or a spire?

5. Turning south, a landing strip
should come into view - there are white
bellards pointing at it. How manyin-
dividual white bollards are there?

6. Now travel in 2 SE directicn and
proceed ic where the River Severn
divides. On the west Severn there is z
disused man-made feature that was es-
sential for the boating community to
proceed along the river. A similarly
named device is more usually found on
a front door. What is it?

7. Proceed to the bridpe over the
river, before heading towards another
landing strip. Land. Circuits io the
east, avoid overflying the hospital.
What is the registration of the micro-
light in the hangar that has a message
PLEASE FLY ME" written in the

dust on its engine cover?

8 Take off and fly SW to Minpster-
worth. What is the structure that
would be useful if you wanted to call &
friend and that can be found adjacent
tothe swimming pool in & garden situ-
ated near the river?

9. Go north. Approximately 1 mile
WNW of Kent’s Green there is an un-
usual and isolated large, old farm-
house that would be easy to defend if
under attack by foot soldiers or ca-
vairy. What is the surround ing defens-
e feature?

10. Head for Weolstone via. Chace-
ley where they play 2 ball game on a
en suriace marked with white lines.
What is the game?

)
=
{

Reiurn io Base.

All the crews bar one, which went
missing over target 7, returned to base
having executed the mission succes
fuily. Althoughtherewas some discus-
sion over individual targets, th
mission was declared 2 total suceess -
Ed. comment - No doubt they had
"ways' of makingyou agree!

Whowon, I hear you ask? - the Squa-
dron did of coursel Individual scores
are classified and will not be revealed
to anyone [(not even the wi-
ners?).........unless suitably bribed
elc.

SS-

o

If you were not one of these crews,
why don't you try your hand at finding
these clues next time you're out flying?
It will take you about an hour. The
answers are currently held by the
Mission Commander [*¥** *x#=
askany Committee Member) in a safe,
naturally.

PS. Information has been received
that target 5 may have moved but you
are invited to iand there instead - and
there isa possibility that target 7 might
just be flying if the dusty plea is ac-
cepted by itz owner! - GOOD
LUCK!




* Annie Takes the Plunge

On Sat. 31st August our Airscrew
Editor, Annie Wales, took 2 somewhat
spectacular dive for the Cobslt Ap-
peal’s Crack Cancer Campaign. Not
content with the normal 2000ft. static
line parachute jump, Annie, inspired
by SVMC member Stuart Whistance,
who is a free fell parachutist as well as
a microlight pilot, decided to go for the
10000ft. free fall jurnp. This involved
6000ft. free fail before pulling the rip
cord and decending the final 4000ft at
@ more sedate pace, dangling from a
square chute.

The climb,in a Britain Norman Islan-
der was nothing unusual - except that
liwasa little unusual to be in an aircraft
with a gaping hole in the side. But it
was a perfect day, the view was beauti-
ful.......baling out was something else!
Determined to keep my eyes shut, I
was thwarted by the puy with a cine
camera. The plunge itself was a total
sensory overload! - the acceleration
rate plus the amazing noise a body
makes when in free fall was way be-
vond expectation. However, after the
mitial shock, the actual sensation of
iree fall was amazing and totally exhil-
lerating. Unfortunaiely I had barely
acclimatized to this when we'd
reached the allotted 4000ft. and it was
time to pull the rip-cord. It had taken
a mere 30 seconds ! Parachuting was
tame by comparison and the immedi-
ate reaction was to go back and do it
again to experience that amazing free
tall.

Many thanks to all those who were
generous encugh to sponsor me. If
youwant proof, you can see the video
(it only lasts about 9/10 mins). Al-
together I should collect £236 for the
Cobalt Appeal, which can't be bad, can
it?

* A Testing Time

Sj#Bérbam:Amﬁn

Having enjoyed a most successful
Treasure Hunt which I am sure
someone else will write up, I thought
members might be interested to hear
of a trip I made in a different area.

1t came about by way of my arrang-
ing a trial flight for a friend in the

Portsmouth arez. A cell to the BMAA
elicited the name Tom Daniels whe is
associated with the Sussex Microlight
Club. Arangements were made and we
culy arrived at a nameless sirip near
Portsmouth.

I hadarranged for my friend to flv in a
flexwingwhich turned out to be a Raven
and was myself given the opportunity of
flying with other club members in either
a Thruster or a Challenger. Since I had
already been up in (I dare not say ex-
perienced) a Thruster, the choice was
easy and the Chellenger it had to be.

t i a very neat tandem two-seater,
fixed wing with full ailerons, a pusher
prop. and a Rotax 503 twin carb. engine.
The metal wing struts and sturdy look-
Ing wings give it a substantial appear-
ance emphasising the elongated cockpit.
The manufacturers claim that such 2
machine can be put together as a home-
buiit in only 40/60 hrs. - Seems in-
credible though it's owner, my pilot,
Dick Hall, assured me that this is so.

My friend was taken up for a quick
circuit to see if she enjoyed it whilst we
awaited the arrival of the third club
member, Mike Swindall, to piict the
Thruster. As always, my firend came
down with the usual ear splitting grin (I
have yet to see any first- timer looking
anything different!)

Planswere quickly made to cross to the
Isle of Wight despite the limited visi-
bility. A quick PPR call toSandown and
wewere off (butsomeone had to go back
again to do up their helmet!).

The Challenger rose smoothly inte the
air - a very gentle take off. We banked
gently round heading towards Port-
smouth and Gilkicker Point. Looking
back at the Raven, we saw him disap-
pear in the opposite direction! - and as
he was off radio (arial wires pulled out
of the connection socket!) we could not
call him up. We decided he had
changed his mind because of the vis. and
proceeded on our way.

We climbed steadily to 3000 ft. cover-
ing the gournd quickly despite going into
wind. Cruise speed is 70 mph. (Slightly
faster than my flexi!) We even reached
95 mph. at one point later in the trip.
VNE is 100 mph.

Overizead the coastline we could just
make out the Island and proceeded
across the 5 miles of water using the
line of forts as an obvious guide to-
wards Rvde pier. Theninland, aquick
radic call for joining instructicns and
gently downwards towards the goif
course and Sandown Airfield,

Landing approach was very smooth
and gentle converting toa VERY low
extended flight alonp the runway
avoiding the bump before halfway
{runway 23). Good pilcting and a re-
sponsive aireraft were both eminently
apparent. We were speedily foliowed
in by the Thruster and (amazingly)
shortly after by the Raven. Thevmust
heve flown 'bar in’ all the way bearing
inmindwe had seen them set off in the
opposite direction! A £7 landing fee
ensured that we were the only micro-
lights on site!

A quick cup of tea and we departed
Sandown speedily in increasing gloom
and low cloud after a few spots of rain.
A quick radio call and we were off.
This time we lifted off - just - and then
after along, low run along the strip, we
made what seemed a near vertical
climbout - wowd

Back across ths Solent we left the
others behind and then a fascinating
glimpse of Portsmouth harbour took
in such sights as the Victory and Brit-
tania. Then away inland and eastward
into the sun with impromptu non-stop
visits to various people and groups -
with smiles and waves and headlights
flashing in recognition................ I even
saw the actual ground where cricket
was first played at Hambledon. Then
we took a look at Butser Hill, the hig-
hest point in the area, which was cur-
rently sprouting an "Air Festival” with
model aireraft, kites and parafliers all
in evidence. At times, the kites were
as high as we were! After a low run
owver extensive fields behind brother-
in-faw’s house (we were level with the
dishes on the draining board!) we
were off again, back to base in ever
decreasing vis.

Landing was smooth despite prob-
lems ascertaining the wind direction
{no wind sock nor handy smoke) and
we taxied in to greet the others who



were patiently waiting. I had certainly
had z prolonged demonstration of the
controiled manouverability of the
Challenger.

My friend still bad that ear splitting
grinwhich persisted all day. Notsothe
men who came to fiy the Raven next
since by then the Raven was out of
action. A slight something had

ropped off somewhere en route for-

tunately missing the prop. but ensurin 2
that it was the end of that day’s flex:
froino
fying?

The planes being put away in enor-
mous hangars - no rigging for these
Southerners - we departed our separ-
ate ways. Words cannot express fully
the enjoyment that our flights had
given. | only hope the pilots had en-
Joyedthemtoo. Once again, the friend-

liness of the muicrolight community
kad not failed us,

P.S. Itstruckme that mavigation was
a great deal more difficult in their
immediate area ocnce the coastline
disappeared. Weare spoiltwith such
clear land marks as the Malverns,
Bredon, the River Severn ete.



This space was reserved for the article we had
would write. Why not write it now and send it to

Annie Wales,

Spring Bank Cottage,
New Lane,

Flaxley,

Newnham

Glos

- your contribution will gratefully received.

hoped that vou
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Change of Yenue - and
Date

As the Airport Inn at Staverton can
no longer accommeodate the Club for
its monthly mestings, we have had to
scout around for an alternative meet-
ing place.

At present we have agreed with the
Vintage Motor Cycle Club to use their
premises for our October and Novem-
ber mestings. Unfortunately they
cannot accommodate us on our usual
Wednesday evenings, and thus for Oc-
tober and November we have moved
the meeting to the last Tuesday in the
month - ie. October 29th and Novem-
ber 26th.

The premises are located on the
Gloucester side of the pub on the cor-
ner as you turn off the old Glouces-
ter/Cheltenham rcad into Staverton
Airport.  You get into the club car
park by going through the car park in
front of the pub.

STOP PRESS

Unfortunately due to the above un-
foreseen circumstances, we will not
now beable to hold the annual Passing
QOut Parade on Sat. 26th as formerly
advertised.

However we are endeavouring to
hold a Christrmas Party in December.
Details to be publicised later.

Long Marston Fly-in

Sat/Sun 21st/22nd. Sept.

In spite of very windy conditions, the
Vintage Rally at Long Marston was
the usual success, thanks to the skilful
marshalling of Dave Read and Jeff
Hoult. We hawve it from the most re-
liable of sources that Dave was visible
in all directions by the wearing of day-
glow 'poof-coloured’ crange overalls!
{They didn't mention Jeff so presum-
ably he blended into the background
and was lucky to survive.)

Dave also imported a band of Air
Scouts for the weekend to keip out
generally and apparenily the smooth
running of the event owed much to
their enthusiasm and tireless effort.
SVMC would like to thank the Air
Scouts very much for their valuable
contribution and hope they'll want to
come again next year. A big thanks
also to Dave and Jeff.

A Wooly Story

The Chairman remarked the other
day that he used his microlight to buy
some sheep - was he trying to literally
pull the wool over my eyes? enqguired
the listener.

"Ne truly,” our Chairman replied.

1 tock along my shepherd with me.”

Now the picture of an aerial sheep-
dog sprang to mind - certainly beats
the traditional method of rounding up .
sheep.

“No,* Cur Chairman replied once
more.

He was only using the microlight as
transport to get him to a particular
farm.

"“What was the rate per mile?” The
accounting mind of our listener was
heard to reflect.

Warning All Mierolights...

Heard on the radio recently:- What
is the unique behavioural feature of
the Carpenter Bee? 1t tries to mate
with anything that fliesd - So micro-
loighters be warned!




Battle of Britain
Presentation

The presentation of 18th September
by Officer Commanding the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight, was a fasci-
nating evening of nostalgia and, for
some, a re-living of old memories.
Squadron Leader Tomalin, with the
aid of slides and video, explained the
formation of the Flight and the history
of the aircraft of which it is made up.
At the end, a collection in zid of the
RAF Benevolent Fund was made and
a total of £70 was collected. Thank
you o all who coniributed so gener-
ously - (and if the person who putina
two franc piece would contact me, I'll
be glad to give it back!)

Following this most interesting lec-
ture, {(which was held in the Village
Hall at Overbury) the organiser,
Adrian Lloyd, was obviously very im-
pressed with the engines in the historic
aircraft and the tremendous power
they clearly produced. In a recent
correspondence with the Chairman,
hie indicated that he was considering
replacing the Rotax in his Alpha with
a Merlin!

ie went on to enguire of Andrew
whether he thought John Hamer
would sign off the modification! {Itis
quite unprintable what JH thinks of
this enquiry.......}

However he was also inspired bythe
sleek performers. He has just com-
mitted himself to the building of a
little, single-seat, high performance
moenoplane capable of achieving
speeds in excess of Mach 0.1 (You
noticed the decimal point!)

regrettably this will not be powered
by a Merlin but by the ubiquitous
Rotax He plans o build the sports
versicn of the Mini-Max - the pile of
wood and plans are expected any day.
Asthe completed aircraft is unlikely to
be flying before '92 or '93, ke has indi-
cated that he will be keeping his Alpha
-and anyway, he can’t take the girlsfor
a ride in his acquisition!

New Wings

revor Cale, who joined us late in
1990 and is training at Madley with
Terry Walshis anxicusly locking at the

weather and awaiting his new Pegasus
'Q’ before he goes solo.

‘While at Long Marston, John Cafful
has clocked up sufficient sclo hours
that he expects to take his GFT in the
near future. Good luck John

My First 100 Hours

By Andrew John

Remembering only too well the
agonies of aggregrating 25 hours for
my full PPL (D), the thought of reach-
ing 100 hours did not then enter my
head! But now, some eighteen
months later, I would have passed
through the barrier almost unnoticed
if I had not totted up the totals on the
last page of my log book Casual
mention of the event to impress the
domestic front was followed by an
exiravagant celebration with z bottle
of sparkling 'Liebfrog’ (from Tescos
-very good). I even thought of saving
thecorkasa memento but it broke on
the way out, which brought me back
to earth with a bump!

So, big deall - I've survived 100
hours aloft and made well past that
number of indifferent landings in be-
tween travelling some reasonable dis-
tances now. Those aside, what are
the most significant mernories and
lessons learnt along the way?

Encouragement:- From the start, as
a rockie member of SVMC, I found
enthusiasm for our type of flying very
infectious. But if it had not been for
Dave Watson encouraging me one
evening to "go for it!'- as only he can,
and start my flying training, 1 might
still be waiting to take my GFT now.

Steve Comben’s instruction has
done me well - I can still hear him
enquiring as to....... "What the hell do
I think you're doing...”t" And at
home I've received total encourage-
ment ‘from everyone which has
allowed me to concentrate more fully
when fiying, which I reaily appreciate.

Advice:- Very similar in manyways
to encouragement but now of much
needed importance as the subject
grows and grows. Training begins,
lectures and early flving followed by
selection and purchase of an aircraft.
At every corner there has been some-

one who has been prepared to adwise
and assist when asked to prevent me
making a serious mistake. My brother
Hugh, ex RAF and now instructing
with his own Charter business at Hurn
Airport, thinks I'm bonkers but has
given me very good, sound advice and
encouragement.

Frustrations:- This is probably the
most memorable part of flying training
- caused not as you would think by the
weather cancellingslots, but by my lack
of experience which in itself breeds a
kind of misplaced confidence and it is
left to an observant instructor to point
out the flaws which need attention. In
the early days, I expected the weather
tosuit my flying slots but now I find I fly
when my slots suit the weather.

The inability to master certain fly-
ing/handling skills was hard, such as
landings and steering the trike with that
silly litile nose wheel!l Spending an
hour rigging and feeling the wind in-
creasingly blowing up one’s shirt-tail
only to de-rig without leaving the
ground, was hard. I still rig and de-rig
each time I fly; to me it's part of my
fiying and reflects the way { keep my
aircraft at home in the garage and the
Hexibility it gives me irailering to one of
several airstrips according to weather
and circumstance.

Expenses:- It's odd just how desir-
able along range tank can become des-
pite it's painful price and a grim bank
balance - the good organisers plan well
in advance with a heavily marked Mai-
nair catalogue to be found on the kit-
chen table three weeks before Christ-
mmas! Fonding flving seems tobe the art
of shuffling financial priorities with the
minimum of objection from cthers.

I have found that claims that Micro-
lights are reasonably cheap to run are
fully upheld until you bend them, and
thenitcan hurt. But generallythecosts
are very sirnilar to those for a medium
second-hand car. Fuelat 20 mpgina
straight line is acceptable to me.

Passenger Flying:- Having qualified
to take passengers, it took me a further
ten hours solo flying to pluck up cour-
age to ask the nineteen-vear-old sonof
a neighbour to be my first passenger.
Hewillingly agreed and was the first of
many who, without exception, have all
enjoyed the experience, finding that
fresh air flving at a speed to savour the



scenery, is an incredible experience.
Sofar, my passengershave ranged from
complete strangers found on the air-
fieldtomymotheraged 82 and even my
boss who, like everyone else, was
speechless afterwards!

Farming:- As a farmer, to me flying
has a love/hate relationship with the
tand, with d heavy dose of weather
thrown in. However, I find that the
opportunity to observe as a bird from
on high can give an excellent view of
crops, stock and other aspects of the
farm which from the ground cannot be
seenat all. Alsoit gives mea good view
of my neighbour’s crops, which helps to
dilute extravagant ‘pub talk’!

Emergencies- Back to basic training
and how to cope when disaster strikes
- the initial reaction. My prewvious glid-
ing training has come to my rescue on
several occasions. [ confess to being
happier cutting the engine over the M5
at 2500 1. with a tail wind and making
the Woolstone airfield with 1000ft. in
hand to land without gunning the en-
gine, rather than rely on the Rotax to
power me round the same circuit at
500 ft. With an 8:1 glide angle, which is
quite respectable and 100% better than
4:1, 1t should be used and this can
greatly improve emergency landing
practics.

Inmy GFT, the one thing I messed up
completely was the emergency landing
approach and only after the generous
fourth attempt was it considered sur-
vivable.

Yes, I've had several emergencies to
cope with in my first 100 hours - all of
which were avoidable which is a sobe-
ring thought. Insomeways lamluckier
than those who have not heard that
sudden silence at 500 ft. on finals, with
a ploughed field below; or at 4000 ft.
with 50 fields to choose from but hesi-
tant over the final choice at 1400 ., or
even 1500 ft upwind of Woclstone two
miles from the field with a dead en-
gine.... But thanks o those who taught
me to fly, I made it back safely and
learnt from my mistakes.

I couldn’t wish for a more totally ab-
sorbing sport than Microlighting. To
fly with the freedom of a bird is exhil-
erating and to experience so much on
every flight is totally abscrbing. My
first 100 hours has been a combined

effort - thankyou everyone who as-
sisted me.

will never know who won because it
was all a big secret!

Mission M.TH.2-A
Pilot’s View

By Bill Austin

On 28th August 1991, six microlights
set out on a secret Mission from an
undisclosed airfield north of Bishops
Cleeve. The Mission Commander,
{(who can only be identified as JH for
security reasons)distributed a com-
prehensive briefing statement to all
crews at the last possible moment be-
fore departure. This was not to be dis-
closed to other crews or discussed with
them until after completion of the

Mission - probably to ensure we didn't.

all get the same answers! It was also
said to be idiot proof - {should it not
have been pilot proof instead?) Asit
was so secret, I am surprised that we
were not instructed to eat the brief
after we had digested it - if you see
what ] mean.

The secrecy of the Mission was well
maintained since all aircraft, from the
BS2 Quasar to the Learjet Flash 2 Al-
phas, departed into the setting sun and
did not see each other again untii back
at Mission H.Q. (The Americans are
not the only ones who fly stealth mis-
sions!) J

What did we find? A sewage works
(not by smell I hasten to add;) some
telephone boxes; a church; a pub by
the river (but no suitable landing site
nearby unfortunately;) two airstrips
(one with bollards peinting to it and
bullocks nearby) and a tennis court. |
must confess, we didn't do the out-
landing but just flew Over! (get it??)

On returning to base H.Q,, it was
noticeable that JH, Mission Comman-
der extraordinaire, decided to leave in
a great hurry. It is not clear whether
this was because (a) he was about to
miss his supper; (b) the light was fail-
ing and his night rating was nil; (c) he
had heard the comments of the first
crews io return and thought he might
spend the night hanging from the
windsock mast or (d) he didn't fancy a
de-briefing {de-bagging?) session.

At the end of the day, it was an en-

jovable Mission with a difference,
thanks toJH Ob, the difference? - we

Defect Reports

The following is a list of defect re-
ports accumulated over the past
months. If you own one of the listed
machines, I will be happy to forward
you a copy of the relevant reports:

(1) Highway Demon 175

(2) Pegasus XLS

XLLC
Flash1
Quasar
Q462LC

(3) Medway Raven

(4) Thruster

(5) MW$6 (Robin Engine)

(6) Mainair Alpha 503

Flash 24

Flash2
{7y Puma Sprint
(8y Chaser S.377

(9) Medway Hybrid XL.. Robin
BEC44PM

(10) Lightning DS./UAS. Trine
(11) Chevron 2.32

{12} Snowbird

{13) Panther XL Robin 440
(14) Quicksilver 303

(15) Dual Striker

(
16) Pathfinder 1s

¥Yic Booth. Safety Cificer

Tel. 0242.583338




ADVERTISEMENTS

CONTACT DAVE READ
FOR THE FOLLOWING
ITEMS:

CiLs

Two stroke straight mineral oil
(Silkolene super two) 1.90/litre
Two stroke semi-synthetic mineral
oil (Silkolene comp-2) 3.50/litre
Four stroke oils (Silkolene super
four) 1.90/litre

Castor oil (Castorene R490) 3.00/litre

Contact:
Dave Read: Tel
0531.650245 (home)

0242.673361 (work)

FOR SALE

New and used aircraft
from one thousand pounds

AEROLITE TEL 0789 299229

MICROLIGHT TRAILORS

Made to your requirements - highest
quality materials used.

Sensible prices

Prop. tape 86p per ft.

All prop. repairs, refurbishments
and balancing. :

Contact Adrian Lioyd

for a chat and a quote
Tei. 0385.82504

Hangarage

Available; semi-rigged- for older
machine/experienced pilot. Zmis
north Staverton.

Tel. Dave Lewis 2042.630202.

PEGASUS FLIGHT TRAINING

P.E.T. (COTSWOLD)
Dave Young 0666.504032

P.F.T.(OXFORDSHIRE)
Geoff Weighell
Tel. 0608 678741

Your local Pegasus centres
Training on the latest
Pegasus Quasar

Flight Tralning and
Club Facilities

Hangarage

Contact: Don L:aw

Tel: 0793.740854 (home)
or §793.790052 (airfield)

PILOT HELMETS

Sonic Intercom.
Tel0805.8321015

WANTED

Mainair Alpha.

Tel Adrian Smith.
045276.659 (home)

or 0452612345 (work)

S03 TP ALPHA

Only raced once - to France and
Belgium.

Only rallied once - around Britain.
100 hrs. Load of goodies!

Offers: Don Law 0793.790052

PILOT HELMETS

Pair full face complete with Sonic
Intercom fitted and complete Sonic
Intercom set up.

Perfect working order for reserve.
£100o.n.0.

Dave Steade,

Tel 0905.820598
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News, Views and Crewroom Gossip

Homebuilts

Geoff Hoult's Rans 56 brings the
Club’s total completed and flying
"homebuilds’ up to three. Vic Booth
being the firstwith his MW which weas
followed earlier this year by Stephen
Watkins' Kitfox {a Group'A’ aircraft).
Waiting in the wings to fly is Matthew
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is most unforfunately having some
probiems with paperwork with the
PFA/CAS. Inanuishell the aircraft
so presently a few pounds too heavy to
qualify for certification under micro-
light rules which assume that the air-
craft flies with two 14 stone crew what-
aver their actual weight.

il otbts

Further back down the "production
line’ there are several more MWé6's in
the build. Nigel Bailes, who pur-
chased a half built aircraft - has now
completed all the main structures and
1s finishing oif the details. Ken Cole
has built his fuselage and is presently
meaking wing ribs, not only for himseif
but also for Colin Davis and his
brother George. We understand that
Colinis still in the process of building
his fuselage while George's fuselage
construction has been inhibited pend-

ing receipt of ‘Fatboy drawings, ie.
the side by side seat version powered
by a 447 engine.

‘With the increasing interest in homa-
built aircraft in the Club - over 10%
are or have bullt aircraft - John has
agreed to run a series of articles in
Airscrew to record his particular
trials, tribulations of his project as it
unfolds. The first in the series of
"Diary ot a Homebuiler’ follows eise-

wrhara tm o aditian
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it Flies!

As previously reported in these col-
umns, Geoff Hoult has been slaving
asvay for the past year building 2 Rans
S6. We are now pleased toreport that
his efforts have been successful as on
Saturday 26th October, in the capable
hands of Eddie Clapham, the product
of Geoff's efforts successfully became
airborne at Long Marston. Congratu-
lations Geoff from all the Club. We
hope thatyou will come and give a talk
to the Club about all your trials and
tribulations ~ from the depihs of des-
pairto the moment of supreme elation
when you realised that your creation
could fiyt It would certainly be an
inspiration t¢ the many members who
seem to be following suit. Good luck

with G-MWUK - we wish you many
happy hours flying in the years to
come.

Gold Rings for Captain
James

We are delighted to congratulate
James Cairns-Terry on completing his
course at Cranfield and gaining his
CPiJIR He is now going on to take
his ATPL examination before he is
ready totakeyouwhereveryouwish to
£o on 2 'you supply the airplane/fuet’
basis.

Quote of the Month
A superb piot 15 one whose superb
decisions avoid using his superb skill.

Permit Issue/Renewal Fees Increase
We haverecently beenadvised by the

BMAA that due to increasing costs,

the fee for issuing a Permit to Fly and
the fee for re- validating if are to in-
crease with effect from 18th Novem-
ber. The new cosis are:-
Issue of Permit to Fly £55
Revalidation £50
Theesquivalentfees through the PFA
are 126 for the initial permit and first
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year, then 68 for the renewal there-

after.

_Validity of Permit to ¥ly

“The CAA has recently reminded the
BMAA thatvalidity of a Permiito Fly
{PTF) ceases once an aireraft is in-
volved in an accident and remains so
until the aircraft has been formally de-
clared airworthy agein. The BMAA
have thus introduced a new system {(at
the insistence of the CAA) to cope
with this situation. In brief the proce-
dure is as follows:-

Onee an accident has been reported
othe BMAA, a suspension notice will
beissued to the owner. Toreeind this
the ownerwill then require the aircrait
Sfollowing repair) to be inspected and
check flown, before returning to Ded-
dington the appropriate form com-
pleted with Inspector’s and Check
Pilct’s signatures. A PTTF walidation
willthenbere-issued The BMadAars
coneernad that this p'On,ec.i ire will in-
hibif the reporting of accidents and so
as not to discourage this, they have
waived the fee for aomg the adm

trafive work mveived .:‘i Sompiving
bt Sl T A T e
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{Jusgrove ‘via
brian h.oqcrrove, the Do ’s Chief

Bxecutive and well knowm autho
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'J-V"“<° book is oblisa Lo",: reading for
wvery student piiot, has been rewsxng
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space changes an A-:f. the requzremcqzs
forexamstonowinglude ‘Human Per-
formancs Limitations’. Alr spacs
changes? | hear you say -yes. they've
cnanger‘ the f“‘aq agairs
m‘eryij p031 ng and comprehensive but
in reality for the VFR pilot nor much
is different except that all the previous

isibility minima are now in kuvme—
tres, ie. the 1.5 nautical mi@s for solo
flying becomes 3Km and the ihree
nautical miles with passengers
becomes SKm. Simlarly above 3040
<isibility has to be 3Km and 1000t

rtlcall r from cloud or 18060Km hon-

i

Zvupﬂ.ﬁ? .

Sy Hugh Bethune

Well the ultimate flying machine so
longed for over many years was
eventually trailed down the M&/M5S
from its previous owner in Lanca-
shire. He bad only one baby, but the
feid was not kind to MVYUQ who
had been replaced by the brute
power of a microlight (no mistake)
Streak Shadow.

How doss one flv three axis after
the crudities of two axis? Well, the
Chev is known fo mx = 1tn the com-

pany of the ultimate gliding gury,

Derex Piggott. He dndly gave sev-

eral hours 'hands on’ experience at a
very hot and still Defford. Mot cnly
did circuit hashing oceur butf the en-
gine was turned off af
and ma gic -after t‘m‘r“
lerina style, a few nnwes iater the
dialsread 1 “‘G fe:t agl. Beatthatfor

cheap tlying!

8 v
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Hlown 20- 3‘6
moq 31

but ai.

we arrﬂ-ed at our {3
subsequently found the senial is de-
fective.)

level and applying rudder allat
L

onee sesm a whole new ball park,
ANTY wha o0 T it 1 Jretentes
AND when you realise it is always
preferable to arrive main wheels
first. At cne .,ag‘ gc

axis was seriousiy th ou

practice might make

hackiotwo
ki about but
erfect.
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So you can pedal a bit, now about
pedalling somewhere? Let us bave a
lock atwhere we used to go All the
little strips were fun in their own right
and it seems some ars taboo from now
on. Chevrons glide at 17:1 at 40 knts.
With full flap which is limited to 45 knts.
they iravel big distances compared io
trikes: To 111ust'a.-, at twenty feet
above one end of Defferd sirip, which
is= genercus place, with oo flap you will
not put it down unless there is a good
headwind. Full flap, you use well over
half runway.

Gwer strip has a probleny, twotrees at
the north end fort*;—fn-e feet apart - and
the wingspan is forty-four feet. The
other way there are buildings to leap
over. We have yet to allow Robhie to
claim 2 landing fee!

Hammerdrome is verboten as cak is
stronger than composites in this con-
text.

Woolstone is the next target, a fr esh
westerly being awaited. The protlemin
this case is that if in a trike your wheels
miss the fence posts, you plop it down.
Unfortunar—‘*k,, the Chevron ia that posi-

tion siill has another thirtesn fest of
useful aerov:tfmaxmc aids still cormng o
think about......One day??
Sc let's lock over the hills. ;-"m 1
favourite is E:’*‘f:s:ch “L-d Lz h
eaten of their cakes so off we went. .
duckedout tcfceedonkﬂvq teav ngus*m
our own S0 it was just two straight
lines, the fitst Dafford - north So'nerse::
coast, then Eaglescott. it took exactly
two hours and 18.51ires. After piles of
r goed grub, back home. Liz went
o 4000 +~=et above Exmoor -
asn'l she sxcited? - whilst a 757 did a
gooa show for us ciropmng all the way
from 20,04 -G :cwn into Cardiff, all in
i One of those
en viz, sperfect.

Lol ‘D~
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Long Marston was attended but only
after the day before having had fractzcc
on that short tarmac runway. routhink

we jest bui hot tarmac 1s & recipe for
going ;mmrus not downwards, and
Chevron is programmed as such.

Barry put on a fantastic show which
even the weather could not spail. It
made Popham lock really downbeat
Derek Piggott put his Chevren through



its paces in winds others felt most un-
happy about, yet still tock Darry Sagar
up when he said he was thinking about
buying one.

O slipped away at midday only to
find 20-25 knts. crosswind at Defford
and training sericusly short on that sub-
ject. The book said no flaps and ap-
proach at 50 knts and max. srosswind
15 knts. We had not taken that last bit
inand she handled it beautifully.

The 20th October locked good -2 10
mph. norih westerly end a wet front
drifting south. This was the first oppor-
tunity to fly in cold, windy weather and
what a revelaticn. UptoBromyard and
Milson, not landing because it rained
badly and brown tinted plastic covered
inwater is difficult to see through Still
it prepared us for the Round Britain.
Then into the most delightful strip in
the Wyre Forest you could find. If you
cannct see much in the rain, at lest you
know you are welcome on noise
grounds,

Then thers were another two Hrsts.
Into a brand new strip purpose made
for the Worcester division, the big
tyres doing a grand rolling job, then
intc a field of Wr. Watkins, freshiy
covered in sewage (the field) an
across the tramiines, Ageinallisstillin

Ol DISCS.

By th eway, Chevron score so far s 11

=
Chevronsandiod pei the uneducated
commen‘tst eofnew ohave never
wen flown in mvu, their abilities all
roupd are unequalle

With 37 bhp. of course they cannct
just leap into the air and rocket off,
nowever, once ai-":.:-me, nothing in the
microlight category has yet reached the
ability to do everything the Chevron
can do.

If youwant to see, then stick out your
thumbwhen you ses us ars

L.

Homebuider’s
Diary

By John Hamer

Why did I want to build an aireraft?
Having spent the past five years flying
the state of the art flexwings, and witt
nonew major advances on the horizon
for this type of aircraft, I decided to
look arcund for something different to
ﬂy and that would take me further a

field quicker and be more weathe
tolerant. The market is however very
limited w vhen the other limitations are
put in, ie. it must be a micrclight and
be able to cperate from my field - s0
the Chevron was out. Aninitial lookat
the current manufacturars reveaied no

. - ——~ *
aircraft that could better the perfo

mance of my existing h.iprra and thus
the only answer appeared to be on the
homebuild market.
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A lock at the twn seat
revealed that most of them displayed
the performance similar to the flex-
wings, butusually lacked the range due
to inability to carry much Tuel as most
of them were weight critical.. Indeed
weight seemed to e major factor in
most of them, offen necessitating the
srmalle i :

Another consideraiion was whether
to build fromclans ortobupa kit &
consultation with others: ndiv*&ted that
sourcing aireraft material in the UK

wasa prabie n and z great deal of tims
locking sven for what
should be standard L:*n‘s. {naddition
you may be forced tobuy alot more of
some materials due o minimum buy
quantifies and thus the extra zost of

1uilaTh Qe Jl
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buying 2 ki may not be significant.

Construction was another consider-
ation. The majority of desizns were
based on a metal tubular fuselage
with wings of wood/metal spars and
ribs covered in fabric. From a per-
sonai preference I ke to work in
wood. In brief, there only seemed to
be one aircraft kit on the market that
combined zll these qualities - the
TEAM Mini Maz.- This single seat
aircraft with a shoulder wing is an ali
wooden construction three axis air-
craft. The design is American and is

currently being imported through a
local agent Peter Harwey. So foliow-
inga’sitin,” one at the Long Marston
Fig-in, I gave Peter Harvey a ring for
further details.

The following day Peter arrived on
the door step complete with plans.
He patiently went through each stage
of the build and left me the plans and
photographs to read and coupled
with a comprehensive manual, it
mads thetask of building icok simple.
It was quickly decided thaf this was
the challenge I needad thus with
approval from the boss, on 1st. Oc-
tober I placed my order for the sports
version. Unfortunate v, or perhaps
fortunately as things turned out, Peter
did not have a kit in stoek He esti-
mated that it would take about 4 - 6
weeks before delivary

e

however muchicdoin the meantimes.
I decided to build it in one of my
sheds/stables and thus the -.st job
was to clear out all the junk and re-
bouse what I anted to keep elsewhere
arcund the sstablishment. It was
quickly realised tna.t sou need quite a
shad fo accommodate the 4 2
ble they rewmr}\md is pesded
uild . Well that was the first

- building = tlat, level table.
ely Chrls Wales came to the
rSSCUS amy ut)pueci the material for
the table L\.J}..l with the cu.‘: }TEL"‘H”
mmadeupof4x 2t Lzmwer 1 had left over
fromancther proxect It was surpris-
ing just how muech timber went info
the tabie.

The next problemwas kiting out tl‘v°
workshop. F: :rtunaLeW few speciali

large s

Jdime
Wil il
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tools seem to be ne ecw.., but dza
treat myself toanss xlg sew as my old
2 had se=n bafi= a'g_.

On the planning side, careful study
was mads of the drawings trying to

fwczr are any difficultiss and any

ciiangest tha L. G fi
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major changes that [ plan i3 to try to
bury the engine in the cowling by turn-
ing the gearbox over. Current UK buil-
ders have left the engine sticking well
cut of the cowling inhibiting forward
view as wel! as causing additional drag.
Nigel Beale was most helpful in sup-
piving ail the necessary drawings for
the varicus engine options. Af this
stags it looks feasible to doas | planned
with a Rotax 477 engine atthough itwill
be tight against a bulkhead which will
need moving slightly. I learn however
that this may be done in the kit that 1
am to get which now incorporates a lot
of additional modifications fo take big-
gerenginesthan the original Rotex 277,
My other concern was rangsfendur-
ance of the aircraft. The current tank
is 5 US gallons (about 18 litres) which
will last about two hours. & phone call
to Peter about my concern brought the
latest drawings from America - 3 litre
wing tanks - one in sach wing. Fitting
details are scarce at this point for if
combined with the origingl tank,. the
total fuel capacity will go over 50 litres
- taking the aircraft out of the micro-
ight category. A better option at this

ba

i
stage locks like replacing the existing
L

fusl tankwith a larger one. The centre
of gravity caleulation shows only a

(]

Grand Christmas Fiy-in,
iunch and

Treasure dunt from
Pocistone.

Sunday December 18t

¢ Meet Woolstone at 1(3.00hrs,

2 Leave for treasure hunt 10.30
hrs.

change of less than an inch even with 50
litres, The problem now is with the ail
up weight of the aireraft which is cur-
rently being considered by the PFA.
The new modifications packags being

- introduced should increase the max

weight for the Mini Max with the new
modifications is at present 90ibs which
of courss is still well within microlight
limits (390K gms approz. 838lbs.) The
wing loading is also well within limits as
well.

As with anything in this ife, paper-
work seems to raise its head if vou want
to do anything and you need to get ap-
proval to gain a permit to fly such a
homebuild. At present this cannot be
done under the auspices of the BMAA
but fortunately the Popular Flying As-
soctation hes just such a mandate from
the CAA. Sothe next stepwas to join
the PFA and register ths project. Un-
fortunately I was just too late to avoid
the membership fes inersase 1o £27. A
further £30 was required {o register the
project with them They then sent a
book which requires an inspector to
complete at various stages of the build
toindicate thatthe work was being done
satisfactorily. 1 thus ccontacted Eddie
Clapham who test flew the first Mind

# Arrive Teddington Hands pub
for lunch approx.12.00.-12.30
Hrs. to eat at 13.00 hrs.

Those wishing to take part as ‘crew’/
treasure
spotters, eic. please ring

Fly-ins Officer Ketth Lindley to

arrange. hlembers andfor

families wishing to attend the meal

only will find the Teddington Hands
ub approx. one miie down the

B4973 if they turn left from

Woolstone. The pubis on the right

just before the roundabout junction

with the Tewkesbury/Stowe road.

Keith Lindley Tel:
Home. 0242232464
Work H242.53831H

Max in the country and he hasagresd to
be the inspector for the project. In-
cidentally he was also the inspector of
Geoff Hoult's aireraft.

On Saturday Znd. November, four
weeks from placing my order, { begin to
arxiously ewait news of the kit. Asiffor
an apology for the delay a video tape
from Peter Harvey drops through the
letter box. This is the latest promo-
tional tape from America featuring in
particular the sports Mini Max. Partof
the video shows it being put through iis
paces most enthusiastically by the com-
pany pilot whom 1 later learn is nearly
16stone! A phone callto Peter tothank
him reveals that ke has just had a fax to
say that kit No.470 has just left the fac-
tory and normally he expects to get
themin 10 days. Icircle November 12th
on the calendar and get back to sweep-
ing out the now completed workshop!

To be continued. .

ISTMIAS ACTIVITIES

{arand Christmas
{zei-iggeiher

8 Tuesdav 17th December
& Teddington Hands pub

We will be chailenging Aerclite to
a fight to the death skittles maich in

which we have every intention of
winning hack honour after last year's

thrashing
shing,
Your support is desparately nesded!
& 730 pm for §.00 pm.

@ There is NO DECEMBER
CLUB MEETING - 80 SEE
YOUALLTHERE!



