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Valley Microlight Club

Wednesday fly-ins

Details of the evening fly-ins will appear
in your Inbox usually on Tuesday.

Quote of the Month

“I've learned that it is what I do not
know that I fear, and I strive,

outwardly from pride, inwardly from the
knowledge that the unknown is what will
finally kill me, to know all there is to be
known about my airplane. I will never die.”
— Richard Bach

First Foray abroad

Congratulations to our member Paddy
O’Rourke who sent in these two photos

taken on his first trip abroad in a microlight
in company with Steve Turnbull.

Fly-in Reports

Over Farm 11th June - John and

Monica Hamer

The weather was favourable for once,
and so thus the planned fly in at Over

farm went ahead. Thirty aircraft were
counted on the field with over sixty people
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attending, many coming by road to
sample Monica’s  legendary feast !

On the menu were a choice of Chilli con
Carne,  Chicken and mushroom Tikka
Masala or hog roast, as well as a buffet
and, of  course, a sweet! Naturally, some
had all the choices!!

Liquid refreshments (non alcoholic) were
also be available and were consumed in
abundance on the warm night as mem-
bers sat round on tables on the freshly
mown grass in front of the hangar. Some
say that this event is the defining event
of the SVMC summer season, and every-
one certainly appreciated Monica's cook-
ing.

Thank you Monica.

18th June Eastbach (Spence Airfield)

Bruce Morgan and Wendy

25th June Kemble  -Andy Virgoe and

Alan Coulon
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2nd July Redlands courtesy of Joe

and Sarah Smith

The BBQ was provided by Ann Hosegood
and Deirdre Braund

9th July Cancelled due to high winds.

Skydrive and Rotax to part company

We have received news that long-
time UK Rotax distributor Skydrive

is to cease its business relationship with
Rotax on December 3 this year. Company
directors Nigel Beale and Mikaela
Hurtubise have issued the following
information notice…

Information Release from Skydrive. 24th
June 2014

It is with great sadness that we have to
inform you that the business relationship
between BRP-Powertrain GmbH & Co KG
(Rotax) and Skydrive Ltd (Skydrive) is
coming to an end. Skydrive will cease to
be the Rotax Aircraft Engine Distributor
for the territory including the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Iceland and the Falk-
land Islands from 3rd December 2014.
Rotax will be appointing a new distributor
as from that date.

Skydrive would like to thank all their
customers for their support over the last
33 years, and would like to wish every
success to the new distributor once
appointed.

We have been working for many months
to establish a nationwide core of trained

Repair Centres for Rotax engines.
Unfortunately, because of the change in
our situation, we are unable to continue
with this. We apologise profusely to the
applicants, many of whom have gone to
a great deal of trouble with their
applications. Repair Centre applicants
should now contact Rotax directly or the
new distributor once announced, for
more information.

Although we currently hold large stocks
of engines and spare parts, we will
obviously be running these down, to
avoid being left with too much inventory
when our distributorship ends. Therefore
we ask all customers, and particularly
aircraft manufacturers and kit suppliers,
that they consider carefully their
requirements and place orders by email
to us at mickey@skydrive.co.uk as soon
as possible, or via our online shop at
www.skydrive.co.uk .

As Skydrive will remain the authorized
BRP distributor until 3rd December 2014
we will until that date or as otherwise
notified by Rotax handle any orders
received. All engines currently in our
stock, will be available for sale without
date restriction until such time as they
are sold based on the Rotax warranty -
Terms and Conditions which are available
on the Rotax website www.flyrotax.com
.
If there are any engine and/or service
related questions in the future (after the
3rd these should be dealt with directly
through the new Distributor which will be
announced by Rotax in due course). We
suggest you contact them with your
engine details as soon as their
appointment is announced, to ensure
that you do not miss out on any
important bulletin. Skydrive will not
continue to send bulletins out once our
Distributorship finishes.

We hope to continue in the aviation
business, so watch this space for new
products and ideas, which will be coming
soon!! Thank you once again for your
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support to us and our Company over the
years.

Nigel Beale & Mikaela Hurtubise

New Rotax Dealer

Following the news that Skydrive and
Rotax were ending their 33 year

relationship, the Austrian engine
manufacturer has announced that from
December 3, CFS Aeroproducts Ltd. in
Coventry will become the UK's new Rotax
dealer.

CFS Aeroproducts Limited
The Alvis Works
Bubbenhall Road
Baginton
Coventry
Warwickshire  CV8 3BB

LAA Sywell International Rally 29th

- 31st August 2014

Details of this year’s Rally are in the
poster on the last page of the

newsletter.

Compton Abbas PPR now online

If you’re planning to visit Compton
Abbas and you want to get PPR you

can now do so online. The online form
also has links to local weather, NOTAM
and Compton’s webcams. The idea
behind the online form is to make things
both quicker and easier for everyone,
particularly at busy times. While
Compton doesn’t strictly enforce PPR,
this form’s ease of use goes a long way
to encourage it.
http://www.comptonabbasairfield.co.uk/
?page=pprform

Revised BMAA application forms for

Permit to Fly

The BMAA has revised all the forms
required for the revalidation of the

permit to fly ie the application form, the
inspection form and the check flight
form. The objective is to make things
simpler and avoid duplication across the
forms, and hopefully reduce forms being
rejected for errors.The new forms should

be used from 1st July and can be
downloaded from the website.

Fly-UK 2014 by Myron Burak

Sandy aerodrome was the start of this
year’s Fly-UK. Five aircraft from Over

Farm took part, along with several other
Club members, probably making about
ten in all. There were forty plus aircraft
at Sandy ready for the trip northwards to
Eshott. If you have not been to Sandy,
you should make the effort. It has a great
club house and Pete and Annabel will give
you the warmest of welcomes.

People found their own way, calling in at
strips along the way. We visited
Wickenby and North Coates, each with
their own unique museum dedicated to
the history of their field. Full Sutton was
our last stop before the big party at
Eshott.

It was the next morning when the
challenges started. The good weather
was not going to continue into Scotland,
each had to make their own choice. We
decided that Northern Ireland would
continue to have good weather and five
other planes agreed with us. Radio
trouble brought us into Strathaven rather
than our intended stop of Bute. We
managed to fix it and a couple of hours
later we were at Newtownards. Nick and
Rees, John Ingram, Mark Warren from
Kemble, Mark and Charlie from Wing
Farm and ourselves made up the six who
had made the crossing. What a fantastic
welcome from all there. The catering
staff had stayed on to provide us with an
enormous buffet - very welcome as we
had not had any lunch. Newtownards is a
beautiful airport with stunning scenery
looking down a beautiful stretch of water
called Strangford Lough. There is a fuel
station a few minutes walk from the gate.
It is only about a mile into town, which
itself has its own unique charm. We
found ourselves in a pub where a bunch
of local musicians were engaged in a folk
music jam session. They were of very
high quality and we left very late.
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The next day was to be a round trip of
Ulster, taking in as many airfields as
practical. We started off down Strangford
Lough, across the Ardglass peninsula to
the Mountain of Mourne. This was one of
the most beautiful flights I have ever
had, anywhere. We landed on a strip in
the foothills of the mountains called, I
think, Aughrim. Its very strange but
airfields in Ireland always seem to have
at least two names.

From there it was West to Enniskillen.
Once again the scenery around here was
just stunning. But on our departure to
Londonderry misfortune struck two of our
number. Mick and Rees and Mark Warren
were left on the ground for reasons we
could not work out. En route we
discovered that Mark had had his life
jacket go through his prop, wrecking
both in the process. Nick and Rees had
some sort of overheating problem. Mark
Peters returned to pick up Mark Warren.

When we landed at Londonderry we
found that Nick and Rees had sorted their
problem and we waited for the two Marks
in the large departure lounge.
Londonderry is an International airport.
When they landed we found that Mark W
was going back to Newtownards from
where he would arrange repair of his
trike. In fact this was done within a few
days and he returned home on the
Saturday. Time and weather were
against us now, so we had to abandon
our plan to fly over the Giants Causeway
and we returned to Newtownards. Into
town for a Chinese. They did not have a
license, but one merely went into the pub
next door and brought your pint round.

The next morning was gloomy, as
expected, but flyable for our return to the
mainland. The further East we went the
brighter it got but we had to exit
Kirkbride quite swiftly to avoid the large
showers that were starting to build from
the North. We had the usual incredible
flight through the Lake District for a stop

over at St. Michaels. On leaving there we
found another storm.

Crossing the Dee estuary was tricky as
for some reason the cloudbase was down
to 1000 feet or less but once on the North
Wales Coast and we crossed the valleys
to Llanbedr at about 3500 feet. This has
just recently been opened to GA type
traffic. We had a warm welcome, a place
for plane and tent and a great walk into
the village to a great pub. This must be
one of the largest aerodromes I have
ever been on.

Next day was glorious again and we were
to follow the sunshine to Cromer, a
favourite with everybody. Their welcome
is legendary. First a wonderful meander
through the Welsh valleys, taking in
Dollgellau, Lake Bala, and Langollen,
including the amazing Pontcysyllte
aqueduct. A very pleasant lunch was
taken at Tatenhill - quite a posh GA
airfield. We called in at Little Snoring,
the home of the Light Aeroplane
Company and we were given a bit of a
show around before leaving for our
overnight stop, Cromer.

The next day was a circle around Norfolk
which was OK but I’d been to all the fields
before. However, we took in Beccles,
Priory Farm, Seething and Weybourne,
where the museum was just closing - no
visit and no lunch - but we did have great
fun on the beach messing about with two
WW2 anti-aircraft guns that are part of
the museum and then a paddle in the sea.

The weather was now turning so we
decided to head for home next day - not
a straightforward exercise. Because of
incoming bad weather we had to do a big
circuit East around Norfolk until we found
a corridor through to the West. This put
an hour on our flight time, which we did
not need as heavy rain was expected in
Gloucester around midday. In fact it
reached Over Farm at 11:45, meaning
when we landed about 11:50 it was in
torrential rain.
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I could say so much more, but I hope this
gives an interesting flavour of our trip.

Internet

Recently one or two e-mails have
dropped into the Editor’s Inbox

purporting to come from known contacts.
Both were potential scams probably
containing viruses. One pleaded a friend
stuck in Turkey asking for money to get
home while the other was just a peculiar
link to click on. I deleted them both
immediately. Be warned and take
appropriate action if you receive similar
invitations!

Dates for your Diary

19th – 21st July Ludlow – Milson
Airfield Fly-in. Event will be Notamed so
please PPR Chris on 01584 890486. More
details at
www.milsonairstrip.co.uk/flyin.html

28th July – 3rd August USA -
Airventure, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. More
information at www.airventure.org

2nd – 3rd August Lundy Island, Anglo

Welsh Fly-in. Tug o’ War between the
two nations on the island. Contact Pete
White 01752 406660 or 07805 805679 or
pete@aeronca.co.uk

9th – 16th August Hungary - World
Microlight Championships, Dunaùjvaros.
More information at
www.fai.org/microlight-and-paramotor
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Editor’s comments

Many thanks to all contributors. It would

have been nice to have had some words

to support the photos of the weekly fly-

ins but the photos tell their own story.

Myron mentioned Llanbedr in his article
and, strangely enough, John Sparks flew
there at the beginning of June. Here are
a few of his photos.

Bill Austin (Editor)

marshview@btinternet.com

01684 833789
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