
Airscrew

Se
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This month’s meeting Wednesday 18th
March

Home grown talent on show this month!
Our speakers will be Phil Hanman and

Rob Keene telling us how they beat the
French, in France in the French equivalent
of our Round Britain Rally. It should be
interesting! As usual we will be aiming for
an 8.00pm start.

Quote of the Month

“Flying is so many parts skill, so many
parts planning, so many parts

maintenance, and so many parts luck. The
trick is to reduce the luck by increasing the
others.” — David L. Baker

An Update from our Treasurer

I have now settled into the role of
Treasurer and finally got my head

around the accounts and records. Many
thanks to Paul for a smooth handover and
his continued support for my many
queries! I am now looking forward to
helping take our Club forward.

A brief update about membership:
We now have a total member list of 80.
Out of those, 44 have now paid their
annual subscription with 36 still
outstanding. I will very soon be emailing
people to encourage them to pay sooner
rather than later.

May I respectfully urge those of you who
have not paid to please make every effort
to do so ASAP.

You can pay me by cash or cheque at a
meeting or by post to my home.
And just to go that extra mile………If
anyone wants to pay me via bank credit
then please get in touch. I will arrange
something for you through my own bank
and will pay it into the Club account. If you
have decided not to renew your
membership then please let me know.

When Paul handed over the reins he also
gave me the cloth SVMC Club badge which
is our Motif. I am considering purchasing
Tee Shirts with the Club badge on. This will
be a Polo neck type. I know this has been
done before but I am not sure how long
ago.

Would Club members please indicate to
me if you would consider purchasing a Tee
Shirt. If I get enough interest then I will do
the necessary admin etc.

Finally, a friend of mine has recently
converted to fixed wing and has the
following for sale:

Flycom 2 place intercom with all leads. £80
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2 X GA to Flycom adapter leads. £20 each

2 X Flycom headset extension leads, one
of them is 1 Metre, the other is .5 Metre.
£5 each

1 X Yellow Flycom integrated helmet with
carry bag – virtually immaculate £250

1 X White Flycom integrated helmet with
carry bag – really good condition £200

Blue Camo Ozee Millenium XL suit never
worn at all. £120

If you are interested in any of the above
items please let me know and I will put
you in touch with the seller.
My mobile number is 07450865471.

A Rose between two thorns? By Jon
Ingram

As some may know already, my
Escapade resides at Gloucestershire

Airport for the moment. Darren
Lewington, the Airport Director, was
offering us all a ‘special deal’ at the Flying
Show last November for a few of the wet
and cold months. I wanted to gain some
experience with my new aircraft over the
winter and I am very glad I took this
option. It is very different to the more
usual Microlight operating experience!

 As you can see from the photo, I share
the hanger with some exalted company
and I still can’t get used to simply leaving
the aircraft on the apron after I land
because the fire crew expect to put it away

for me. They also prepare the aircraft
ready for flight if I call beforehand to let
them know I want to fly. Even though
I’ve been out regularly, I haven’t
needed to clean the aircraft yet either!

Flying from a busy GA airport has some
extra challenges but my radio and
procedure work has improved no end
too. The staff and facilities are first rate
and the guys at Cotswold Aero Club are
friendly and helpful as well.  With
numerous tarmac runways, fuel on
hand and a warm Clubhouse, what’s not
to like.....

CAA changes to 90 day rule

As part of its response to the
Government’s General Aviation (GA)

Red Tape Challenge, and its ongoing
work to ensure regulation of GA is more
proportionate, the UK Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) has changed the
requirement for some private pilots to
have completed three take offs and
landings in the past 90 days before they
can fly with a passenger.

A new exemption means that private
pilots with a UK (not EASA) pilot licence
or a National Private Pilot Licence
(NPPL) can now fly as pilot in command
with a single passenger, who is a
suitably qualified pilot, without having
completed three take offs and landings
in the past 90 days.

To use the exemption the pilot must:
• be satisfied that the passenger is
qualified to act as pilot in command on
the intended flight but that they
understand that they are onboard only
as a passenger.

• In order for a pilot to use the flight to
regain currency they must be the pilot
in command for the flight. The pilot and
passenger should be clear on this prior
to the flight.

• inform the intended passenger that
they do not have the recency which,
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without this exemption, would be required
to fly with a passenger

Providing these criteria are met the
exemption provides automatic approval
with no need for any application to the
CAA. Details of the full exemptionare now
available on the CAA website.

The change is the CAA’s latest move in its
continued commitment to supporting and
encouraging a dynamic recreational GA
sector. With a safety regulation system
that imposes the minimum necessary
burden and empowers individuals to make
responsible decisions to secure acceptable
safety outcomes, to create a vibrant and
dynamic GA sector.

Kemble Development

Plans are in place which propose the
development of privately-owned

Cotswold Airport (formerly Kemble) for
2,000 homes and other services, creating
a ‘new, sustainable village’.

FLYER contacted Cotswold Airport
management for a comment on the plans,
but were referred to Tristan Fitzgerald
Associates (TFA) who issued us with a
press release which explains, ‘As part of
the Local Plan process, Commercial
Estates Group (CEG), a company who
actively develop and manage land and
property in the UK are making
representations to show how Kemble
Airfield can help the council sustainably
meet its housing supply.’
When FLYER asked whether Cotswold
Airport's owners were actively pursuing
the development, and if CEG were working
on the proposal on their behalf, TFA
answered, ‘CEG are working in partnership
with the landowner and have entered into
a long term agreement to promote the
airfield through the planning system.’

Also in the release, Matthew Tunley of CEG
comments, “Kemble Airfield provides an
opportunity to create a new sustainable
village of around 2,000 homes alongside
shops and services, education, leisure

facilities and employment. This could be
a very special place and deliver a wide
range of benefits including parking for
Kemble Station and improving
broadband connectivity in surrounding
villages.”

The General Aviation airport is currently
occupied by aircraft hangars, two
runways, and industrial and commercial
units. Kemble Enterprise Park, which
accommodates a wide range of business
units, adjoins the site to the south.
Cotswold District Council is currently
consulting on the Local Plan and further
consultation will take place later in the
spring/summer.

A website is being constructed to
include the representations made to
Cotswold District Council -
www.kembleairfield.com. More details
as they become available.

Also reported on BBC News on 19th
February:-
Cotswold Airport could be shut to make
way for up to 2,000 houses.

A proposal has been put forward for a
"sustainable village" with shops and
leisure facilities to be built on the 420-
acre ex-RAF base, near Cirencester. The
airport's directors, with developer
Commercial Estates Group, have
offered the idea to Cotswold District
Council for planners to consider. The
site once housed the Red Arrows and
dates back to the 1930s when it was
created for training and maintenance.
Matthew Tunley, from the developer,
said: "If the site was to be developed for
housing, it is likely the airport would
close.

"But in terms of timescales we're
obviously at an early stage in the
planning process and would need to
understand what those implications
were."



4

The proposals for the airport site - on the
Gloucestershire-Wiltshire border - are
expected to lead to further consultation
later this year.

"Cotswold Airport is a huge site of circa
420 acres and this is now an opportunity
to explore a thoroughly mixed-use
development including retained and
enhanced employment, housing, leisure
and community facilities," said an airport
spokesperson.

BMAA Safety Day on 30th May 2015

The next BMAA Safety Day is to be held
at Fenland Airfield, Lincolnshire on

Saturday 30th May 2015.

Starting at 1000hrs and finishing at
1530hrs it will have interesting speakers
on microlight related subjects from the
RAF, Airprox board, CAA and the BMAA.

The day is free to attend so why not come
and join us and improve your flying skills?
Those members who wish to attend either
by flying or driving in please reserve your
place by text 07557 140620 or email to
pete@bmaa.org.

Microlight routine weighing - to be
scrapped

The BMAA proposal to scrap the
requirement to routinely weigh every

microlight every five years is to be
accepted by the CAA. Their press release
is copied below. As always the BMAA will
keep members up to date with the
progress of this. - Geoff Weighell

CAA Press Release
The requirement for microlights to be
re-weighed every five years is to be
removed, the UK Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) has confirmed. The decision forms
part of the CAA’s GA Change Programme
and follows a joint proposal from the
British Microlight Aircraft Association
(BMAA) and the Light Aircraft Association
(LAA).

The periodic re-weighing of microlights
was introduced in the mid 1990s
following mutual agreement with the
then Popular Flying Association and the
BMAA. The CAA has recently sought
confirmation from existing microlight
manufacturers that they are meeting
the requirement to weigh all microlights
at the point of initial production. In now
withdrawing the requirement, the CAA
will work with the LAA and BMAA to
agree the alternative policy for re-
weighing microlight aeroplanes,
including a solution to the issue of
microlights that may currently exceed
the maximum empty weight limit.

Today’s announcement is the latest
policy change instigated by the CAA’s
GA Unit. The Unit is dedicated to
effective regulation that supports and
encourages a dynamic GA sector. It
contributes to the Government’s
aspiration for the general aviation
sector to enjoy a safety regulation
system that imposes the minimum
necessary burden and empowers
individuals to make responsible
decisions to secure acceptable safety
outcomes, with a long term goal of
making the UK the best country in the
world for general aviation.

Following the press release above the
BMAA circulated Inspectors as follows:-
“So currently there is no change to our
system.  To that end we will notify
owners that have aircraft due for
reweigh this year accordingly.

We are working with the appropriate
parties to establish a new methodology
for the weighing of all Microlights.
When the new system is ready everyone
will be notified”
.
Standard Eoropean Rules of the Air
update

The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
today gave an update on the UK’s

implementation of the Standardised
European Rules of the Air (SERA) and
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said that it is working with the European
Commission, European Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) and UK Department for
Transport (DfT) to conclude the work.

The UK’s exemption from SERA allowing
existing arrangements for flying clear of
cloud within controlled airspace has been
extended. An exemption from certain
Special VFR requirements contained within
SERA has also been put in place. The UK
is now working with EASA and other
European partners such as the
Commission to develop proposals to
enable these arrangements to continue in
the long-term.

The CAA also confirmed that glider flying
and parachuting within Class A airspace
will still be possible where there are
agreements with air traffic control.

The exemptions run until 4 August 2015
and mean that:

• The UK’s existing ‘clear of cloud’ rule
governing flight in visual meteorological
conditions (VMC) within Class C, D and E
airspace continues.

• Air traffic control will be able to issue a
Special VFR clearance, within a control
zone, when the ground visibility at the
reporting aerodrome is below the specified
SERA criteria, to aircraft flying away from
the affected aerodrome and able to be
flown either under a Special VFR clearance
or in VMC.

On 2 April 2015 the UK will complete the
move from quadrantal to semi-circular
cruising levels. This change affects pilots
flying under instrument flight rules outside
controlled airspace below Flight Level 195,
but higher than 3,000ft above mean sea
level, as semi-circular cruising levels have
been used in controlled airspace for many
years. The timescale for this change has
been extended to allow a safe transition to
the new arrangements.

CAA Head of Intelligence, Strategy and
Policy, Padhraic Kelleher, said: “We
welcome the very pragmatic approach
that EASA and the Commission have
taken. This means that as we draw the
UK’s implementation of SERA to a close
the UK’s position and the needs of our
airspace users have been fully taken
into account.”

Detailed information can be found on
the CAA’s SERA web pages at
www.caa.co.uk/sera.

For Sale
See the Treasurer’s Update article for
items for sale.
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Editor’s comment:-
Just a reminder of this time last year
when the weather was very different.
The photo below was taken by John
Sparks on 5th March 2014. Recently we
have has some super flying days
(usually when many are at work, of
course!)

Bill Austin (Editor)
marshview@btinternet.com
01684 833789


