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Readers
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This Month’s Meeting Wednesday

21st January, Annual General Meeting

January is the month of the Club AGM

and your chance to voice your opinions

of the past year and make suggestions for

the coming year. The Agenda is set out

below.

1. Chairman’s Report for the 2014 year.

2. Treasurer’s Report for the 2014 year

and approval of accounts -  copy attached.

3. Committee vacancies –Treasurer,

Fly-in Coordinator.

4. Presentation of Awards – Spitfire

Trophy, Chairman’s Award.

5. Any other business.

At the conclusion of the AGM there will be

a talk by the Imjin Barracks based Allied

Rapid Reaction Corps.

Quote of the Month

“Once you have learned to fly your

plane, it is far less fatiguing to fly

than it is to drive a car. You don't have to

watch every second for cats, dogs,

children, lights, road signs, ladies with

baby carriages and citizens who drive out

in the middle of the block against the

lights. . . . Nobody who has not been up in

the sky on a glorious morning can possibly

imagine the way a pilot feels in free

heaven”.  William T. Piper

Midnight VFR Flying in Sweden (or

Rich, Russ and Tim’s amazing Arctic

Adventure by Dick Osler (Part Three)

DAY TEN (27 JUNE 2014).

With a take off at 0950, we headed

across to Germany via Denmark. I

was in the EV-97 once more. Adorned in

our blobby suits again, we had a

substantial chunk of water to cross.
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The visibility was really good, and our

flight was pretty much routine, with radio

work involving speaking to the Swedish,

Danish and German airspace authorities.

With a flight time of 2 hrs 25 mins, we

landed at Neumünster at 1215.

Neumünster was a former Luftwaffe

airfield, complete with original large

(unbombed) hangar, hard runway and

control tower. When we turned up, there

was no one at the airfield. There were

some English (or Australian) tourists who

we spoke to, and they mentioned that

there was a restaurant some couple of

hundred yards up the road. This was a

little gem of a place, and though they

took a long time to produce the food we

had ordered, it was really good. The

restaurant was actually Greek, and being

in the middle of nowhere, we wondered

how it survived. It seemed to be thriving

however. We had to decline the offer of a

glass of Ouzo at the completion of our

meal and walked back to the now

inhabited airfield. I managed to get into

the old Messerschmitt hangar and had a

browse around

I then realised that I was wearing a T-

Shirt that had a print of a Lancaster

bomber on the front, much to the

amusement of the guy in the tower. We

chatted to the amiable flying folks on the

airfield, paid our landing fee, fuelled up

the aircraft and headed out. Time of take

off was 1425, and I lifted the Eurostar off

the Neumünster runway and headed to

our next destination which was Hoogeven

in Holland. The weather had been

gradually deteriorating throughout the

day, and as we approached the

Hoogeven runway, it began to chuck it

down. I just got us down when there was

an almighty downpour, and we taxied to

the terminal building and halted outside.

Time of arrival was 1630, a flight time of

2 hours 5 minutes.

We sat inside the Eurostar for a good ten

minutes before we dared to venture out.

We paid a €20 landing fee for the

privilege of parking out on the apron. We

had no accommodation booked for that

night, and there was literally nothing to

be had in Hoogeven. Nothing for it, but

to take off once more to an airfield a little

further south called Lelystad. This was

probably the lowest point of our trip

because this airfield was stupidly

expensive with a landing fee and

overnight parking fee of not too short of

€40. It got worse! We tied the aircraft

down for the night and got a taxi into the

nearest town that had any

accommodation (Dronten). The taxi

driver charged us €63.50 for the privilege

of taking us there. Pulling up outside the

hotel, the term “it had seen better days”

could not be more than apt. The bar

downstairs was frequented by a rather

vocal lot who we probably disparagingly

called “Rednecks”. The whole hotel

reeked of years of Grandee cigar smoke,

and brown was the colour of most of the

furnishings. The Wi-fi didn’t work

properly and my room had no hot water.

After all, what do you expect for €55?

Certainly not breakfast, because it was

not included. We joined the Rednecks at

the bar for some decent beer and then
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found an Asian restaurant to eat in. The

food was adequate but we were dog tired

and legged it back to the hotel. After

another couple of beers in the bar, it was

time for some kip. Reflecting on the day,

we had breakfasted in Sweden, lunched in

Germany and had our evening meal in

Holland. Hours flown today: 5:15

DAY ELEVEN (28 JUNE 2014).

With the TAF’s showing poor weather to

come throughout the day, we left the hotel

around 0920 and had a cheap taxi ride to

Lelystad (actually it was only €16 because

I think we boarded a Community bus as it

picked up various people from housing

estates on the way to the airport). We

submitted our GAR forms for entry into

the UK via a friendly staff member who

scanned the forms and then emailed them

off. With a flight plan filed we completed

the admin for our last trip, this side of the

channel.

We filled up with fuel at an eye-watering

€3 per litre for Tim, whilst our Mogas was

quite a bit cheaper. Tim’s plan was to fly

down the coast and then strike out across

the North Sea until he crossed the coast at

Clacton. Russ and I decided to take the

more conservative approach and fly down

the coast and land at St Omer, prior to

crossing the channel and landing at Head-

corn. We knew that big storms were due

to hit the south that day, so we constantly

had one eye on the weather.

We landed at St Omer and with great

difficulty closed our flightplan. Lille Flight

Information refused to do so before we

landed.

I also tried to open a flight plan for our trip

across the channel and thought I had

succeeded (but this was not to be the

case). The storm clouds were building

around us, so we were only on the ground

at St Omer for 25 minutes. We took off

from St Omer at 1400. I flew us across the

channel in good visibility at 5500 ft and 1

hour later we touched down at Headcorn

(Kent). The airfield was unbelievably busy

and in bright strong sunlight, but there

was a bank of CB’s that seemed to stretch

from London to Lands End, and maybe

even further.

On entering the airfield buildings to pay

our landing fee, we were told that we had

flown across the channel without a flight

plan and that the GAR form that we most

definitely had submitted had not arrived.

Apparently there had been a huge

computer outage and it was probable that

our GAR form had fallen down a black

hole. We still had the original form that

had been scanned however which was

fortunate, because two uniformed border

agency personnel turned up and looked at

the form and our passports before letting

us proceed any further.

We had landed at Lashenden at 1400L so

the flight time from St Omer was just 1
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hour. Having just had our first meal of the

day, we refuelled and set off from

Headcorn, intending to fly north to get to

either Oaksey Park or Swindon. The

weather had other ideas. This huge bank

of CB’s was right across our path, so we

tracked down the south coast hoping to

find a way through. At Bognor Regis, there

looked like a possibility, so we went for it.

Being under those clouds was akin to

spending some time in a spin drier! It was

horribly rough, so we fought our way back

to the relative calmness of the coast.

We decided to do a weather-divert to

Sandown, IOW and sit it out until the

clouds began to dissipate. At 1935 we

lifted off from Sandown and things had

calmed down somewhat. There was still a

lot of CB activity about however, and we

had to fight our way underneath the cloud

activity. We tracked down west of

Chippenham so we could go around the

cloud, but eventually, we decided to fly

underneath the least active ones.

Approaching Swindon, we actually saw a

tornado emanating from one of the clouds.

We had a rainbow on our wingtip until

approaching Redlands when it became

dark again.

We were on the approach, when we felt

a kick up the back and were quite sure

that we had flown through wind-shear.

We landed at Redlands at 2055, glad to

be down after a 1 hour 20 minute flight

from Sandown IOW. Hours flown

today: 6:00

FOOTNOTE.

When we had landed at Headcorn, I

took my passport out of my backpack to

show the border agency staff. I then put

the passport back in my pocket and left

my backpack behind when we took off!

We attempted to drive to Oaksey Park

where Tim had landed with our bags etc

but it was locked up. My car was at

Oaksey Park but that was irrelevant,

because my house and car keys, pilot’s

licence and some other documentation

and waskhkit was in that green

backpack. Russ ran me to Cheltenham

where I collected my spare keys which

I had the foresight to leave with Angela,

and then he had to return home to

Reading. The next day, I collected

Russ’s and my belongings from the

flying clubhouse. Fortunately, my

backpack had been handed in at

Headcorn. On the following Tuesday, I

travelled all day to collect it via public

transport.

So, there ends the saga! Would I go

again? Without hesitation, I would shout

YES, at the top of my voice!
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Hours flown:

G-AXWB (P1) 3.00 (P2) 13.25

TOTAL  16:25

G-CDTA (P1) 8.15 (P2) 19.05

TOTAL  27.20

GRAND TOTAL  43.45

Images taken: 650.

NB. 8 of our landings can be viewed in HD

on YouTube. Just type in EV97 Midnight

Flying Petea. Sweden. Additionally, an

abridged version of this article will be

published in Flyer magazine during

December (the January 2015 edition).

Another airfield to close

Hucknall Airfield will close permanently on

1 March 2015.

In order to celebrate its 52 year tenure at

Hucknall, the Merlin Flying Club will be

offering free landings throughout February

(notes - the airfield operates weekends

only, no fuel available), so this is a great

last opportunity for pilots to get Hucknall

in their logbook. Hucknall is an historic

airfield, having been in continuous use for

99 years, playing a role in both world wars

before becoming a flight test facility for

Rolls-Royce.

Merlin Flying Club will be holding a party

on the weekend of 28 Feb-1 March with

free overnight camping available and a

fireworks display on Saturday evening.

The club welcomes visiting pilots to join

them for this event.

www.merlinflyingclub.co.uk

Free landings at Shuttleworth

Shuttleworth (Old Warden) has

announced that landing fees for pilots

visiting the airfield are being withdrawn

for the upcoming year from 1 January

2015.

Shuttleworth is unique as both an aviation

and a family friendly location, with an

on-site restaurant (offering free WiFi),

play area for children and gift shop /

visitor centre in addition to the

Collection of vintage aircraft from 1909

to the early 1950s and adjacent period

Swiss Garden.

Chief Engineer, Jean-Michel Munn said,

“We are hoping that this change will

benefit our regular visiting aviators who

come to enjoy the facilities, as well as

encouraging those who have never been

to discover everything we have to offer

here at Shuttleworth.”

Shuttleworth is a grass airfield, based at

the Old Warden Aerodrome, near

Biggleswade in Bedfordshire, with an air

traffic control tower that is manned only

on event days. Airshows take place from

May to October, and visiting pilots must

PPR at all times when visiting Old

Warden. Information for pilots can be

found on the website, visit:

www.shuttleworth.org

Icicle Fly-in, Long Marston

Dave Nixon and Dave Hineson

represented SVMC at this event over the

post Christmas weekend. The

temperature overnight was minus 7.5C

and 17 aircraft flew in  - the furthest

flying from North Coates. Apparently

there was about a 50/50 split between

flexwings and three axis aircraft. The

photo below illustrate the arctic

conditions and the “hardiness” of those

who attended.

Acknowledgements

Dick Osler for his Arctic Adventure

articles and photos. John Hamer for

information about Hucknall and

www.merlinflyingclub.co.uk
www.merlinflyingclub.co.uk
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Shuttleworth. Dave Nixon for the

information and photos of the Icicle Fly-in

SEVERN VALLEY MICROLIGHT CLUB - 2014 ACCOUNTS SUMMARY

2011                       2012                       2013                 2014
INCOME
Membership            1007.50                    1165.00                    1538.00               1983.00
Interest                               0.01                          5.32                          5.25                     4.88
Raffle sales              102.00                      131.00                          0.00                     0.00
Entertainment                  0.00                          0.00                          0.00                     0.00
Xmas ticket sales     0.00                          0.00                          0.00                     0.00
Course fees                  0.00                          0.00                          0.00                     0.00
Cash                               0.00                          0.00                          0.00                     0.00
Adverts, other                  0.00                          0.00                          0.00                     0.00

Total income: 1,109.51                   1,301.32                   1,543.25              1,987.88

EXPENSES
Speaker                  0.00                      108.30                      248.70                    19.80
Misc expenses                  0.00                        50.00                          0.00                      0.00
Raffle prizes                56.69                        46.55                          0.00                      0.00
AGM 2011 Flowers   40.00                          0.00                          0.00                      0.00
AGM frames                  7.00                          9.95                          4.30                      0.00
Xmas costs              197.66                      237.00                      277.70                  235.00
BBQ, Fly-Ins              600.00                      525.00                   1,020.00               1,000.00
Airscrew costs                26.11                        55.00                        22.00                    45.70
Room Hire             -376.00                          0.00                          0.00                      0.00
Room Hire              188.00                          0.00                          0.00                      0.00
Room hire              150.00                      150.00                      160.00                    50.00
Entertainment                  0.00                          0.00                          0.00                      0.00
Donations              300.00                      250.00                          0.00                      0.00
Bank charges                  0.00                          0.00                          0.00                      0.00

Total expenses          1,189.46                    1,431.80                    1,732.70                1,350.50

Profit/Loss               -79.95                     -130.48                     -189.45                   637.38
B/F:                        2,177.55                   2,097.60                   1,967.12                1,777.67
C/F total 2,097.60                   1,967.12                   1,777.67                2,415.05

Membership numbers 67                        77                        79                    80

Surplus / (Shortfall)
per member -1.19                       -1.69                         -2.40                      7.97

Expenses cover
in months 21.2                         16.5                          12.3                       21.5

Balance Sheet:
 O/B Bankbook  £1,755.77
 O/B Cash       £21.90

£1,777.67
In Year:

 Income                           £1,987.88
 Expenses              £1,350.50
 Surplus / (Shortfall)    £637.38

Closing balance  £2,415.05

Supported by:
 C/B Bankbook  £2,406.65
 C/B Cash         £8.40

£2,415.05

Bill Austin (Editor)

marshview@btinternet.com

01684 833789

mailto:marshview@btinternet.com

