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Se
vern Valley Microlight Club

Airscrew

October  2016
This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday
19th October
New Winter Venue
The first “winter” indoor meeting will take
place in our new venue - the Army
Reserve Centre, Carne Place,
Gloucester GL4 3BD. Parking is
available. Club members simply need to
approach the gate and press the call
button on the key pad. (Don't even have
to get of your car!) When the call is
answered (probably Dave) all they need
to say is who they are and that they are
here for SVMC. The gate will then open
automatically. Simply drive in and park.

No ID is required. Tea and coffee will
probably be available free of charge
(funded by the club) Alcohol and soft
drinks will also be available although not
as cheap as the old venue!

For our first talk of the season we have a
joint presentation from Myron Burack
and Steve Sykes who will be talking
about their adventures on Fly UK 2016.

This year, they made it to the Orkney
Islands and then flew round the top of
Scotland only turning South when they
reached Cape Wrath. Sights seen or
visited included the Old Man of Hoy, The
Italian Chapel built by POW’S, the
Churchill Barriers and Lossiemouth
airspace at less than 400 feet!

We will be starting at 8.00pm.

Quote of the Month

“Can the magic of flight ever be
carried by words? I think not.” —

Michael Parfit,

The unpredictable
and changing

weather patterns
continue to
confound us all. The
recent easterlies
may have dropped
the temperatures
but it has allowed

some reasonable October flying - which
is a real bonus. And having just returned
from a Motor Bike ride down through
France across the Pyrenees and into
Northern Spain I can tell you the same
story of weather extremes is happening
everywhere. Having flown around France
with Phil Hanman earlier this year France
was then drowning, rivers were full and
the ground squelching. Riding my bike
down through some of the same areas I
see that high winds had taken over in
France - lots of trees down and storm
damage clearly evident. Heading on into
northern Spain to the Pecos it’s also clear
the seasonal Spanish drought is far
worse than normal, the last time I went
this way huge lakes were full of water
and hydroelectric generation     was in full
swing. Not so now – this picture from a
lake East of Jaca shows how low the
water has gone – sunken villages re-
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appearing after many years submerged.
Conclusion – it’s all a bit unpredictable!

News from Germany.
(I just love the Google translation. A
mate of mine from Germany keeps me
posted on interesting aviation news – this
guy went down in a deeply wooded area
and the rescue took a long time. After he
was secured the trees had to be felled to
bring the plane down (at his expense)
and it burst into flames… apparently)

Mountain rescue, fire brigade, police and
paramedics - total 60 people have been
involved in the rescue of an injured pilot
near Schwabisch Gmund, Baden-
Wurttemberg. Now the man after
nearly 13 hours later solid ground under
their feet. The 59-year-old was on
Monday night shortly after 20 flown clock
with his microlight in a treetop, in a
wooded area between the towns
Degenfeld and white stone. Because the
crash site is in rough terrain on a steep
slope, the recovery became difficult.

The forces first tried to stabilize the
aircraft with ropes. The man had to stay
overnight in his predicament, before he
could be rescued. The pilot survived the
crash prima facie unharmed. "He is doing
well under the circumstances," said a
police spokesman. Nevertheless, he was
a precaution taken to a hospital. The
aircraft was completely destroyed in the
accident and the subsequent rescue. The

Microlight caught fire when the tree after
the rescue of the pilots was like and the
aircraft crashed to the forest floor. "There
is only the framework in place," said a
police spokesman.

What led to the crash, is still unclear. The
police took over the investigation. Also,
the pilot will be questioned.

Safety
A Confession - by Andrew John

The phone rang some ten minutes after
returning home, following an hour’s

local flying from Croft Farm, during which
I received a Basic service from
Gloucestershire Approach.

The caller was from the NATS at Swanick
asking me if I was the pilot of G-CBNZ
and had I been flying locally about one
hour ago? I confirmed both queries to
which he added that Glos ATC had
reported that G-CBNZ had omitted to
advise them of a change of frequency as
requested.  They were rightly concerned
in case there had been an incident
preventing this.

I was mortified and after apologising  to
NATS rang Glos ATC in the same vein.
They were understanding but naturally
keen that in future I should correctly
follow the instructions given with their
service.

On reflection I can remember being
distracted while returning to Croft Farm
at about the same time as changing
frequencies. Hence I forgot to advise Glos
Approach of the change that I was about
to make.

This has been a salutary lesson,
thankfully with no broken bones. But also
one which I wish to share with you all as
it can so easily happen unless you are
wide awake and correctly responding to
procedural instructions.

I was hugely impressed at the speed with
which this investigation had been
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launched and completed. We are very fortunate to have such a system to watch over
us
Safe flying.

Acknowledgements
Andrew John for his “confession. Ed Wells for the German story.

STOP PRESS
The Club Treasurer will not be seeking re-
election next year. We will be looking for a
replacement. If you think you could do the
job, contact the Treasurer for more
information - email  dhineson@hotmail.com

Bill Austin (Editor)
marshview@john-lewis.com
01684 833789

From a Mainair brochure in the early 90’s!
Have we progressed or lost some of the magic and freedom of microlighting. Gone
are the days of landing next to a petrol station!


