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This Month’s Meeting - Wednesday
17th February

The first part of the meeting will be the
Club AGM. This year Rees Keene

completes his three year period so we will
be looking for a successor plus someone
to takeover Myron’s role as Fly-out
Organiser.

The Agenda will be as follows:-
1. Apologies.
2. Chairman’s Report.
3.  Treasurer’s Report and approval
of accounts.
4  Election of Club Chairman.
5. Election of Fly-out Organiser.
6. Questions and A O B
.

Following the AGM Rees and Rob Keene
will give a short presentation about their
experience in Dubai at WAG. The meeting
will start at 8.00pm

Quote of the Month

“What is chiefly needed is skill rather
than machinery”. — Wilbur

Wright, 1902.

Safety
CAA Safety Evening by Jon Ingram

The Club hosted a GASCO Safety
evening on the 20th January at Imjin

Barracks Conference Centre where we
were honoured to have their CEO attend
as well as the speaker. We apparently
achieved an attendance much higher
than the average!

The speaker majored on the ‘Safety Six’
and kept everyone interested and
entertained throughout. For those who
didn’t make it, have a chat with someone
who did. I think we all learnt something
about safety!

Special thanks go to Dave, Bumble,
Myron and John who braved the cold and
fog to marshall eighty guests safely
across the camp as well as Dave who
organised the venue.

I think we put the SVMC firmly on the
map.

The GASCO Chief Executive sent a mail
to our Treasurer the following day in
which he said -
”Congratulations on organising and
running such a well-attended evening in
a superlative venue.  It was a pity about
the weather but the attendance of eighty
achieved is well above average for a
safety evening and a reflection of the
effort that you put into organising it.
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The feedback from the attendees was
very good.  Many commented that the
evening had been too long and we shall
look at ways of reducing this as a matter
of urgency.  Added to this, the late start
meant that people didn’t get home until
very late and this is something that we
might need to think about next time.”

Christmas Photo Competition
Winners

As promised in the January newsletter
here are the winning photos from the

Christmas  party. John Hamer also
provided the background to the Air to Air
and the Air to Ground photos

John flying in a Foxbat in Nepal.
Annapurna is the mountain in the
background. Monica took the photograph
from another Foxbat. This was some two
weeks before a devastating earthquake
hit the country.  The yellow Foxbat is the
same one that was used in the recent TV
programme “Journeys to the Ends of the
Earth” and featured in the opening
sequence as well as a complete
programme on flying from Pokhara in
Nepal.

 The Air to Ground is of Sultan the Pit
Pony -  a massive 200 metre long raised-
earth sculpture in Penalta Parc , some
five miles north of Caerphilly, in South
Wales.

It was designed by Mick Petts using
roughly 60,000 tonnes of coal shale. The
sculpture is affectionately named
“Sultan” after a well-loved pit pony that
worked in the local mines hauling tubs of
coal. The sculpture itself is built out of
coal shale from those mines as a
reminder of an industrial past that
changed Britain and the world, forever.
Coal was the fuel of the Industrial
Revolution that put Britain at the
forefront for over 100 years in the 19th
and early 20th centuries. Coal provided
the necessary power source for steam
engines which became one of Britain’s
most significant contributions to human
history.

For those of you who wish to see it from
the air it is some 10 miles due west of
Cwmbran. Conveniently it is located in
the middle of a downward pointing arrow
on the 1/2 mil chart or for those with GPS
51.65N 03.26W. Be advised it is not easy
to spot!

Rob Keene won the Ground to Air and the
Ground to Ground categories with the
two photos on the following page. Both
photos were taken at last year’s World Air
Games held in Dubai as you will probably
guess by just looking at the photos and
appreciating the quality of the sunshine!
Hopefully Rob and Rees will bring some
of it to their presentation following the
AGM.



The above photo shows the British flag
displayed above the famous “Palm”
residential development
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